
eComments Report for City Council Meeting Agenda of June 15, 2021

Item Name E-mail Address Comment Received

14. (21-0541) Recommendation to authorize City 

Manager, or designee, to accept sidewalk grant of 

easement deeds for sidewalk widening purposes 

from the various property owners along Market 

Street, between the Los Angeles River and Cherry 

Avenue.  (District 8)

Janet West jayjay76511@verizon.net Why are you first voting to accept sidewalk grant of easement deeds 

before outreach to impacted property owners?

From the memo: "Public Works staff have not performed any outreach to 

impacted property owners specific to this issue, but will do so as a first 

step upon approval of this item.

6/15/2021

18. (21-0546) Recommendation to receive 

supporting documentation into the record, conclude 

the public hearing, and adopt resolution amending 

the Master Fees and Charges Schedule adopting 

new fees and penalties for violations of Chapter 

8.81 of the Long Beach Municipal Code, relating to 

fireworks.  (Citywide)

Charlotte Blaire cblaire@gmail.com Thank you Council & Fireworks Committee for addressing 

fireworksÂ issues during the last few council meetings.Â We need to 

continue our efforts to combat this issue that is greatly damaging the 

lives of people, pets and wildlife in theÂ community.Â The city needs to 

look intoÂ gunshot sound technology to detect fireworks. Also, because 

many fireworks are being detonated by people in cars that recklessly 

speed away after lighting these bombs, we need to look into adding 

cameras, getting exemptions to use drones and using the helicopter to 

have a true view of the city.  Cameras, drones and increased helicopter 

usage would also assist law enforcement with other crimes. Although the 

airport may create some restrictions for drones, drones could be flown 

after flights ceased for the night, and also in areas, such as North Long 

Beach, which do not fall into the restricted areas. Above all, we need 

enforcement. Nothing works unless the laws are enforced. The residents 

are depending on enforcement.

6/15/2021

18. (21-0546) Recommendation to receive 

supporting documentation into the record, conclude 

the public hearing, and adopt resolution amending 

the Master Fees and Charges Schedule adopting 

new fees and penalties for violations of Chapter 

8.81 of the Long Beach Municipal Code, relating to 

fireworks.  (Citywide)

Sasha Rosenthal sashasrosenthal@gmail.

com

In addition to increased fines (with an option for community service for 

individuals that meet certain financial requirements), I would really like to 

see new legislation allowing for vehicle impoundment in fireworks cases 

so that fines can be enforced and collected more easily, as is already 

done in Pasadena and South Gate. If there is no consequence for non-

payment of fines (and there is not in most of these cases, to my 

knowledge), they will not be paid. Not only does that send a terrible 

message that fireworks laws in Long Beach are "optional," it makes the 

Long Beach city government appear incompetent, and it deprives the city 

of much needed additional funds. 

6/15/2021
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18. (21-0546) Recommendation to receive 

supporting documentation into the record, conclude 

the public hearing, and adopt resolution amending 

the Master Fees and Charges Schedule adopting 

new fees and penalties for violations of Chapter 

8.81 of the Long Beach Municipal Code, relating to 

fireworks.  (Citywide)

Reneddie Malucia mazzarenette@gmail.co

m

Thank you for taking this issue of the detonation of illegal explosives in 

our neighborhoods seriously, the criminals lighting these explosives off 

will continue to do so if stiffer penalties are not put in place and not 

enforced. Just last night I was wakened up out of a sound sleep at 

midnight with several large explosion's that shook my windows, sent all of 

my dogs and cats into a frenzy, my cat scratched my face running over 

me to get away, bleeding in front of the mirror I actually broke down into 

tears of frustration. This happens nightly in NLB and all over LBC. There 

is not enough space to say how deeply emotionally this situation affects 

me, my family, and my fur babies. I would humbly make the request for 

all council members and the Mayor to read the victims impact statements 

sent into the Long Beach City Prosecutors office. This will give everyone 

a better understanding as to the city-wide negative impact these 

explosives have on residents, their families, and pets.

6/15/2021

18. (21-0546) Recommendation to receive 

supporting documentation into the record, conclude 

the public hearing, and adopt resolution amending 

the Master Fees and Charges Schedule adopting 

new fees and penalties for violations of Chapter 

8.81 of the Long Beach Municipal Code, relating to 

fireworks.  (Citywide)

Joshua Hodges thewuzzupkid@yahoo.co

m

Last year was the worst ever experience with fireworks in this city for me. 

During last year on the 4th of July I called the police on people setting off 

fireworks in the street. The police showed up to only drive by and do 

nothing about situation. 

Here is a video as proof.

https://youtu.be/JgHh4bm3rp8

This year I fear nothing has changed to make this better and this year my 

world has changed as I have a newborn in my life that I feel I can't keep 

safe enough in my own house because of these fireworks and poetically 

having my house set on fire like my nearby neighbor last year. While the 

police just drive by and do not do anything about it.

I understand police cannot have quotas, however when it comes to 

fireworks maybe we can have a commission system. So for when the a 

officer gives a ticket on fireworks and that fine is paid the office gets a 

bonus off of that fine. This might give an incentive to enforce the law and 

not drive by.

6/15/2021
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18. (21-0546) Recommendation to receive 

supporting documentation into the record, conclude 

the public hearing, and adopt resolution amending 

the Master Fees and Charges Schedule adopting 

new fees and penalties for violations of Chapter 

8.81 of the Long Beach Municipal Code, relating to 

fireworks.  (Citywide)

Sara Nickles sgnickles@hotmail.com City Council, I am very grateful that you are considering increasing the 

fees relating to fireworks. I think we owe it to our veterans and others 

who are suffering with PTSD to make these fees more punitive than they 

currently are. However, please consider also discussing and 

implementing better means of catching those who are committing these 

acts. I am aware that there it's better technology out there that can help 

us catch these folks. An increase of fees is pointless if we can't catch 

those who need to be fined! Thank you for your time.

6/15/2021

18. (21-0546) Recommendation to receive 

supporting documentation into the record, conclude 

the public hearing, and adopt resolution amending 

the Master Fees and Charges Schedule adopting 

new fees and penalties for violations of Chapter 

8.81 of the Long Beach Municipal Code, relating to 

fireworks.  (Citywide)

Debra Vardi debbie@atvardi.com Re: Stopping nightly explosions - The neighborhood are rumbling and we 

canâ€™t take it anymore. Law abiding, tax paying, hard working citizens 

are angry that those virtues mean nothing in todayâ€™s rapidly 

deteriorating and complex times. The rise in and tolerance of illegal 

activities such as multiple nightly explosions of fireworks and worse, 

people camping on public and private lands, constant littering, road rage 

incidents and more is overwhelming quality of life and degrading it in so 

many ways. It is time for the passage of the emergency ordinance. I 

support an increase in the penalties for all those liable, fortification of 

methods for tracing locations of origin of blasts, add law enforcement 

sentries in all neighborhoods and anything else that has proven to work. 

Letâ€™s work effectively together to improve quality of life for all of us 

who live here.

6/14/2021

18. (21-0546) Recommendation to receive 

supporting documentation into the record, conclude 

the public hearing, and adopt resolution amending 

the Master Fees and Charges Schedule adopting 

new fees and penalties for violations of Chapter 

8.81 of the Long Beach Municipal Code, relating to 

fireworks.  (Citywide)

Frankie Nyi f_nyi@yahoo.com Possible solutions for illegal fireworks reductions:

1. increase in citation for illegal fireworks activity. Currently the state 

citation is at $1.000. It should be increased anywhere from $2.000 to 

$10.000. Currently the neighboring cities of Bellflower and Paramount all 

have approved an increase in citations to $2.000 plus. Pasadena is also 

caps their citations up to $50.000. 

2. With the current heat wave this week enforcement should be 

increased by our fireworks task force. We are due for power outages and 

fire season has already started in our local mountains. We will need local 

fire department involvement in case fires do break out from firework 

activity.

3. Digital signage and visible signage in major firework activity districts 

that hard hit with fireworks.

4. Alert local animal shelters with our local firework updates as the 4th of 

July approaches.

5. Keep fireworks task force year around and not just for the 4th of july or 

new years eve. 

6/13/2021
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19. (21-0547) Recommendation to receive 

supporting documentation into the record, conclude 

the public hearing, review and determine that the 

proposed Long Beach Municipal Code (LBMC) 

amendments are exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to 

Section 15308 (Actions by Regulatory Agencies for 

Protection of the Environment) and Section 

15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Exemption), as it will 

not result directly or indirectly in significant 

environmental impacts (CE20-147); and  

 

Declare ordinance amending the LBMC (ZCA20-

015) to amend language within Title 5; and by 

amending and restating the Downtown Planned 

Development District (PD-30), to allow the operation 

of adult-use cannabis dispensaries within mixed-use 

buildings in the Downtown Area by way of 

Conditional Use Permit approval, read the first time 

and laid over to the next regular meeting of the City 

Council for final reading.  (Districts 1,2)

Melissa Hertwig melissa.hertwig@gmail.c

om

The city of Long Beach already has over 30 licensed dispensaries. The 

law abiding licensed dispensaries have a very hard time competing 

against unlawful and unregulated unlicensed dispensaries.  It is a very 

difficult regulatory environment at the moment for licensed dispensaries, 

all of whom have spent a considerable amount of time and energy going 

through the licensing, building, zoning process etc.  Many of these 

dispensaries have only been open for a very short time. Please give the 

existing licensed dispensaries time to succeed and grow in this new 

dynamic environment. Creating additional dispensaries at this time would 

set up both existing and future dispensaries for failure.  Please vote 

against this measure. Thank you.

6/15/2021
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19. (21-0547) Recommendation to receive 

supporting documentation into the record, conclude 

the public hearing, review and determine that the 

proposed Long Beach Municipal Code (LBMC) 

amendments are exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to 

Section 15308 (Actions by Regulatory Agencies for 

Protection of the Environment) and Section 

15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Exemption), as it will 

not result directly or indirectly in significant 

environmental impacts (CE20-147); and  

 

Declare ordinance amending the LBMC (ZCA20-

015) to amend language within Title 5; and by 

amending and restating the Downtown Planned 

Development District (PD-30), to allow the operation 

of adult-use cannabis dispensaries within mixed-use 

buildings in the Downtown Area by way of 

Conditional Use Permit approval, read the first time 

and laid over to the next regular meeting of the City 

Council for final reading.  (Districts 1,2)

Pam Chotiswatdi, 

MPH

pchotiswatdi@gmail.com On behalf of Long Beach Collective Association Board of Directors & 

staff: 

We are commenting about tonight's agenda item 19 regarding cannabis 

zoning changes to mixed-use buildings.

We ask the council to consider a comprehensive citywide policy or study 

that will allow mix-use buildings for cannabis business in all districts

Having consistent zoning policies city wide helps take steps to avoid 

unintended consequences. Having a completed study on zoning impacts 

is important for the continued growth of the local industry.

In the coming weeks new zoning policies are being studied to assist 

social equity applicants and other zoning changes to the ordinance. 

Please consider impacts of all zoning changes to keep a desirable 

business/work environment for current and future cannabis industry 

operations.

We ask to keep the integrity of the current comprehensive policy and 

pass a citywide policy to benefit the city in more tax revenue, more jobs 

and opportunities in the cannabis industry

6/15/2021
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19. (21-0547) Recommendation to receive 

supporting documentation into the record, conclude 

the public hearing, review and determine that the 

proposed Long Beach Municipal Code (LBMC) 

amendments are exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to 

Section 15308 (Actions by Regulatory Agencies for 

Protection of the Environment) and Section 

15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Exemption), as it will 

not result directly or indirectly in significant 

environmental impacts (CE20-147); and  

 

Declare ordinance amending the LBMC (ZCA20-

015) to amend language within Title 5; and by 

amending and restating the Downtown Planned 

Development District (PD-30), to allow the operation 

of adult-use cannabis dispensaries within mixed-use 

buildings in the Downtown Area by way of 

Conditional Use Permit approval, read the first time 

and laid over to the next regular meeting of the City 

Council for final reading.  (Districts 1,2)

Alex  Vande 

Kappelle

alex@optimalgeneticsinc

.com

Hello Councilmember,

My name is Alex. I work in District 1 in Long Beach. I am an operator in 

the Long Beach cannabis industry. 

We ask the council to consider a comprehensive citywide policy or study 

that will allow mix-use buildings for cannabis business in all districts

Having consistent zoning policies city wide helps take steps to avoid 

unintended consequences. Having a completed study on zoning impacts 

is important for the continued growth of the local industry.

In the coming weeks new zoning policies are being studied to assist 

social equity applicants and other zoning changes to the ordinance. 

Please consider impacts of all zoning changes to keep a desirable 

business/work environment for current and future cannabis industry 

operations.

We ask to keep the integrity of the current comprehensive policy and 

pass a citywide policy to benefit the city in more tax revenue, more jobs 

and opportunities in the cannabis industry 

6/15/2021
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19. (21-0547) Recommendation to receive 

supporting documentation into the record, conclude 

the public hearing, review and determine that the 

proposed Long Beach Municipal Code (LBMC) 

amendments are exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to 

Section 15308 (Actions by Regulatory Agencies for 

Protection of the Environment) and Section 

15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Exemption), as it will 

not result directly or indirectly in significant 

environmental impacts (CE20-147); and  

 

Declare ordinance amending the LBMC (ZCA20-

015) to amend language within Title 5; and by 

amending and restating the Downtown Planned 

Development District (PD-30), to allow the operation 

of adult-use cannabis dispensaries within mixed-use 

buildings in the Downtown Area by way of 

Conditional Use Permit approval, read the first time 

and laid over to the next regular meeting of the City 

Council for final reading.  (Districts 1,2)

andrew radi santaanamaindistro@gm

ail.com

Hello City Council,

I am lost for words as for how this has made it this far. I looked up all the 

people that put in comments for this at the planning commission and 

learned that the people are either fake or do not live in Long Beach. As a 

32 year old resident of the city I can not believe this is up for discussion. 

Not only is does this only help Elliot Lewis but is will put in unjust number 

of dispensaries into the PD-30 area. There is no legit reason the council 

would pass something that has so much downside and only upside for 

one operator. If you look on Instagram under catalyst_ceo Elliot Lewis 

trashes the city of Long Beach and is campaigning to lower retail 

cannabis taxes in Long Beach. I can not believe something this one sided 

has made it this far but I urge the council to vote no one this.

thanks

Andrew

6/11/2021
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19. (21-0547) Recommendation to receive 

supporting documentation into the record, conclude 

the public hearing, review and determine that the 

proposed Long Beach Municipal Code (LBMC) 

amendments are exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to 

Section 15308 (Actions by Regulatory Agencies for 

Protection of the Environment) and Section 

15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Exemption), as it will 

not result directly or indirectly in significant 

environmental impacts (CE20-147); and  

 

Declare ordinance amending the LBMC (ZCA20-

015) to amend language within Title 5; and by 

amending and restating the Downtown Planned 

Development District (PD-30), to allow the operation 

of adult-use cannabis dispensaries within mixed-use 

buildings in the Downtown Area by way of 

Conditional Use Permit approval, read the first time 

and laid over to the next regular meeting of the City 

Council for final reading.  (Districts 1,2)

Leanna Noble leannan7@gmail.com I am writing on behalf of the North Pine Neighborhood Alliance to state 

our STRONG residents' approval of the actions detailed in Agenda Item 

19 21-0547 so that the proposed cannabis retail outlet at 433 Pine can 

move forward.  NPNA and residents in our neighborhood have fully 

discussed possible impacts and make this recommendation based on 

our values and experiences.  We have already built a positive 

relationship with Catalyst and want to see their business succeed as a 

part of our neighborhood.  We respectfully urge the City Council to 

approve this item.

6/10/2021
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