
 

 

February 21, 2012 
 
Jennifer Sampson 
Thomas Safran & Associates 
11812 San Vicente Boulevard, Suite 600 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 
 
Subject: Immanuel Community Church, 3215 E. 3rd Street, Long Beach 
 
Dear Ms. Sampson: 
 
This letter was prepared in response to a request from Thomas Safran & Associates for a 
due diligence report on the Immanuel Community Church located at 3215 E. 3rd Street 
in the City of Long Beach. In preparing the report the following tasks were performed: 
 

• Researched pertinent registries and databases to determine if the building is 
currently designated or has been previously evaluated for designation at the 
local, state, or federal levels; 

 
• Reviewed the building’s permit history to determine date of construction, major 

alterations, and the name(s) of original owners, architects, and builders; 
 

• Conducted online research to determine the building’s potential significance; 
 

• Conducted a site inspection to determine the building’s physical integrity and/or 
significant features. 

 
Following is the results of these efforts. 
 
Previous Evaluations: 
 
The building appears to be a contributor to the Bluff Heights Historic District, a local 
historic district within the City of Long Beach. Research did not reveal any indication of 
any other previous evaluations of the property for individual significance at the local, 
state, or federal levels (Bluff Heights Historic District Ordinance with map of contributing 
buildings attached for your review). 
 
Research Summary: 
 
The Immanuel Community Church was constructed between 1922 and 1923. It was 
designed by prominent Long Beach architect W. Horace Austin. J. D. Shurer was the 
contractor. Its original address was 300 Obispo Avenue, and its original name was 
Immanuel Baptist Church. Its current address is 3215 E. 3rd Street. The church is a blend 
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of the Spanish Colonial Revival and Neoclassical architectural styles. The estimated cost 
of construction was $130,000. It was one of three churches built in the same residential 
neighborhood at about the same time, and it was the largest and most expensive of 
the three. The building was reportedly damaged in the 1933 Long Beach Earthquake, 
but subsequently reconstructed in 1934 at a cost of $10,000. Originally, its exterior wall 
materials consisted of tapestry brick and marble, but they have since been covered 
with lightly textured stucco. It appears that the stucco was added in 1953 under the 
direction of architect James R. Friend. Other alterations to the building over time have 
included the replacement of the entry steps and railings on the south and west 
elevations, the addition of a second story exit stair on the north elevation, a sanctuary 
remodel, pipe organ replacement, and the removal and replacement of some 
partition walls (permit history and Los Angeles Times articles attached for your review). 
 
W. Horace Austin was a prolific and highly regarded architect within the City of Long 
Beach and throughout southern California. He designed numerous large public and 
private projects in Long Beach, including the Civic Auditorium (constructed 1930-1932, 
demolished 1970s), City Hall (constructed 1921, remodeled 1934, demolished 1970s), the 
Long Beach Airport (1941), the Press-Telegram Building (1924), and the Pacific 
Tower/City National Bank Building (1923). He also designed many noteworthy projects 
outside of Long Beach, including the Bowers Museum in Santa Ana (1931-1936), Santa 
Ana City Hall (1935), Seal Beach City Hall (1929), and the San Pedro Post Office (1934-
1936). He is regarded as the first significant architect to locate his office in Long Beach. 
His large and impressive body of work within the city led him to be regarded as the 
“dean of Long Beach architecture.” 
 
There is no evidence to suggest that the congregation of the church or any of its 
leaders were significant under any context. There is also no evidence to suggest that 
any significant events took place on the property or that it was significant as part of a 
historic pattern or trend. 
 
Site Inspection Summary: 
 
The building retains its original form and massing. It appears to retain many of its original 
windows as well. However, the majority of its doors are non-original, and its exterior walls 
have been covered with lightly textured stucco. These changes have significantly 
impacted the building’s historic integrity. There is evidence of the original brick beneath 
the stucco around the entrances on the west elevation. The interior of the building has 
been greatly altered, largely due to the removal and replacement of original finishes. 
Partition walls have also been reconfigured. The building’s overall condition is good. 
However, the windows are generally in poor condition, especially those on the south 
elevation (select photos attached for your review). 
 
Conclusions: 
 
The Immanuel Community Church is a contributor to the City of Long Beach’s Bluff 
Heights Historic District. Because the building is a contributor to the local district, the City 
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will be mostly concerned with changes to the exterior of the building. It is unlikely that 
the building’s contributor status would trigger concern over interior changes. 
   
It does not appear that the building has been determined eligible for individual listing in 
the local, state, or federal registers by any previous evaluations. The building was 
designed by prominent Long Beach architect W. Horace Austin. Austin designed many 
noteworthy buildings in Long Beach and throughout southern California. A review of his 
body of work suggests that the subject church is not one of his best or most significant 
projects. The replacement of original exterior doors and the application of non-original 
stucco over the original tapestry brick and marble have significantly altered the 
building’s historic character and physical integrity. Therefore, due to the lack of historic 
significance and physical integrity, the building does not appear to be eligible for listing 
in the National or California Registers.  
 
The City of Long Beach has broader designation criteria and integrity requirements than 
the National and California Registers. Consequently, it is possible that the building might 
be eligible for local designation under local criterion F as the work of W. Horace Austin. 
Criterion F states that a building is eligible if “it is the work of a person or persons whose 
work has significantly influenced the development of the City or the southern California 
region.” Even if the building were determined to be eligible as a local landmark, it is 
likely that the City would still primarily be concerned with changes to the exterior, 
because the interior has already been so greatly modified.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this report.  Please don’t hesitate to contact us with 
questions by telephone at (310) 792-2690 or by e-mail at laura@galvinpreservation.com.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Laura Vanaskie O’Neill 
Associate Architectural Historian 
 
Attachments: Bluff Heights Historic District Ordinance, building permit records, 
newspaper articles, site visit photos 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bluff Heights Historic District Ordinance 

 



















 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Permit Records for the Building’s Known Addresses 

 
3215 E. 3rd Street 

 
And 

 
300 Obispo Avenue 

 





















 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Newspaper Articles 



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

FINE CHURCHES BEING ERECTED: Baptists and Methodists at Long Beach Build; Three New Church Homes ...
Pangburn, Arthur
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Jun 10, 1923; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1881-1988)
pg. V3



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Wilson Grad Honored at UC
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Jul 18, 1954; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1881-1988)
pg. F3



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photographs 

 
 
 



 

 

 
West Elevation Looking East 

 

 
South Elevation Looking Northeast 



 

 

 
North Elevation Looking Southeast 

 

 
East Elevation Looking Northwest 



 

 

 
Detail of Entry Arch on West Elevation 

 

 
Detail of Tower at Northwest Corner 



 

 

 
Original Brick Beneath Stucco on West Elevation 

 

 
Original Brick Beneath Stucco on West Elevation 



 

 

 
Detail of Window Damage on South Elevation 

 

 
Altar and Pipe Organ Viewed from Balcony 



 

 

 
Interior of Church Viewed from Altar 

 

 
Church Balcony Viewed from Floor Level 



 

 

 
Church Balcony Viewed from South End 

 

 
Typical Offices/Classrooms 



 

 

 
Typical Offices/Classrooms 

 

 
Example of Altered Corridor 




