NB-43

COUNCILWOMAN

SUELY
SARO

Date: March 21, 2023

To: Honorable Mayor Rex Richardson and Members of the City Council
From: Councilwoman Suely Saro

Subject: Presentation in Recognition of Long Beach Sankranta 2023
RECOMMENDATION:

Recommendation to request the City Council to receive and file a presentation in
recognition of Long Beach Sankranta 2023.

BACKGROUND

Councilwoman Dr. Suely Saro in partnership with United Cambodian Community and
Long Beach City College, is co-hosting the first ever Long Beach Sankranta 2023 on
Saturday, April 1, 2023. The location of the event will be on Long Beach City College’s
Pacific Coast Campus. Sankranta (pronounced San-Gran) is the New Year celebration
that is observed in Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, and some parts of
India.

The purpose of Long Beach Sankranta 2023 is to honor and recognize the diversity of
cultures in Long Beach that observe Sankranta. The celebration is open to the public.
Communities that recognize Sankranta and the broader community are invited to enjoy
the festivities and celebrate Sankranta through the arts, tradition and cultural learnings.
This year we not only celebrate the first Long Beach Sankranta but also the return of in-
person celebrations after a couple of difficult years that our community faced due to the
COVID-19 Pandemic.

Long Beach is one of the most culturally diverse large cities in the United States, with
substantial portions of the population made up of Latinos, Asians, Pacific Islanders, and
African Americans. Due to the many heritages present, the city is host to a plethora of
annual cultural festivities, including, but not limited to, the Cambodian New Year,
Juneteenth, Long Beach Filipino Festival, Hispanic Heritage Month, and Dia De Los
Muertos. Such events allow people to overtly celebrate their traditions and open their
communities to fellow residents that may be interested in learning more about other



cultures. Additionally, these celebrations provide local businesses and vendors
opportunities to support their cultural communities while potentially expanding their
clientele to new populations.

LLong Beach is a leader in undertakings to ensure the economic and socio-cultural
prosperity of every resident in every community. As such, Long Beach Sankranta 2023
iterates our commitment to healing the wounds created by racial, ethnic and religious
prejudice, to build an equitable and just society, and engaging people from different
identity groups to increase understanding and respect for one another, so that everyone
can thrive.

Therefore, this letter requests the City Manager to receive and file a presentation on
Long Beach Sankranta 2023.

FISCAL IMPACT

Due to time constraints no fiscal analysis was conducted.

SUGGESTED ACTION

Approve Recommendation.

EQUITY LENS STATEMENT

Staff will consider issues of equity and access with any program proposals brought
forward to ensure the City’s commitment for everyone reaching their highest level of
health and potential for a successful life, regardless of background, neighborhood, or
identity.

STATEMENT OF URGENCY

Receiving this presentation from the City Council should occur urgently to officially
recognize Long Beach Sankranta 2023 and provide information about the importance
and activities of Long Beach Sankranta 2023.
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REQUEST TO ADD AGENDA ITEM

Date: March 21, 2023

To: Monique De La Garza, City Clerk

From: Councilwoman Suely Saro, Sixth District

Subject: Request to Add Agenda Item to Council Agenda of March 21, 2023

Pursuant to Municipal Code Section 2.03.070 [B], the City Councilmembers signing below
request that the attached agenda item (due in the City Clerk Department by Friday, 12:00 Noon)
be placed on the City Council agenda under New Business via the supplemental agenda.

The agenda title/recommendation for this item reads as follows:

Recommendation to request the City Council to receive and file a presentation in
recognition of Long Beach Sankranta 2023.

Council District [Authorizing Councilmember
6 Suely Saro

1 Mary Zendejas
A Cindy Allen






