
A. 

B. 

C. 

18.03.020 - Duties and powers of the Building Official.

General. The Building Official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce the 

provisions of this title, municipal code or other ordinances of the City or laws and 

statutes of the State and to make all plan examinations and inspections pursuant to 

the provisions of each such regulation. The Building Official shall also perform such 

other duties relating to the functions of the Department as may be required of him or 

her by general law, or by ordinance. For such purpose, the Building Official shall have 

the powers of a police officer. Any order of the City requiring alterations or repairs to 

any building shall be issued only by authorization of the Building Official. The Building 

Official shall have the authority to render interpretations of this title and to adopt 

policies and procedures in order to clarify the application of its provisions. Such 

interpretations, policies and procedures shall be in compliance with the intent and 

purpose of this title. Such policies and procedures shall not have the effect of waiving 

requirements specifically provided for in this title, municipal code or other ordinances 

of the City or laws and statutes of the State. 

Applications and permits. The Building Official shall receive applications, examine 

construction documents and issue permits for the erection, addition, alteration, 

demolition and moving of buildings and structures, inspect the premises for which 

such permits have been issued and enforce compliance with the provisions of this title, 

municipal code or other ordinances of the City or laws and statutes of the State. 

For applications for reconstruction, rehabilitation, repair, alteration, addition and other 

improvement of existing buildings or structures located in flood hazard areas, the Building Official 

shall determine if the proposed work constitutes substantial improvements or repair of 

substantial damage. Where the Building Official determines that the proposed work constitutes 

substantial improvement or repair of substantial damage, and where required by this title, 

municipal code or other ordinances of the City or laws and statutes of the State, the Building 

Official shall require the building to meet the requirements of Section 1612 and Appendix G of the 

California Building Code adopted in Chapter 18.40 or Section R322 of the California Residential 

Code adopted in Chapter 18.41. 

Notices and orders. The Building Official shall issue all necessary notices or orders to 

ensure compliance with the provisions of this title, municipal code or other ordinances 

of the City or laws and statutes of the State. Every such notice or order shall be in 

writing, addressed to the owner, agent or person responsible for the structure or 

premises in which such violations or unsafe condition exists and shall specify the date 
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or time when such notice or order shall be complied with, which time shall allow a 

reasonable period in which such notice or order can be complied with by the person, 

firm or corporation receiving such notice or order in the judgment of the Building 

Official. No person, firm or corporation shall refuse, fail or neglect to comply with any 

such notice or order issued by the Building Official. 

Inspections. The Building Official shall make all of the required inspections, or the 

Building Official shall have the authority to accept reports of inspection by approved 

agencies or individuals. Reports of such inspection shall be in writing and be certified 

by a responsible officer of such approved agency or by the responsible individual. The 

Building Official is authorized to engage such expert opinion as deemed necessary to 

report upon unusual technical issues that arise. 

Identification. The Building Official shall carry proper identification when inspecting 

structures or premises in the performance of duties under this title. 

Right of entry. Where it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce the provisions of 

this title, municipal code or other ordinances of the City or laws and statutes of the 

State, or where the Building Official has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in 

a structure or upon a premises a condition which is contrary to or in violation of the 

provisions of this title, municipal code or other ordinances of the City or laws and 

statutes of the State which makes the structure or premises unsafe, dangerous or 

hazardous, the Building Official is authorized to enter the structure or premises at 

reasonable times to inspect or to perform the duties imposed by this title, provided 

that if such structure or premises be occupied that credentials be presented to the 

occupant and entry requested. If such structure or premises is unoccupied, the 

Building Official shall first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other person 

having charge or control of the structure or premises and request entry. If entry is 

refused, the Building Official shall have recourse to the remedies provided by law to 

secure entry. 

When the Building Official has first obtained a proper inspection warrant or other remedy 

provided by law to secure entry, no owner or occupant or any other person having charge, care or 

control of any building or premises shall fail or neglect, after proper demand is made as provided 

in this section, to properly permit entry therein by the Building Official for the purpose of 

inspection and examination pursuant to this title. 
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Authority to require exposure of work. Whenever any work on which called inspections 

are required as enumerated in Chapter 18.07 is covered or concealed by additional 

work without first having been inspected, the work shall be exposed for inspection 

upon written notice by the Building Official. The work of exposing and recovering shall 

not entail expense to the City. 

Authority to stop work. Whenever any construction work is being done contrary to the 

provisions of this title, municipal code or other ordinances of the City or laws and 

statutes of the State enforced by the Building Official, the Building Official shall have 

the authority to issue a written notice to the responsible party to stop work on that 

portion of the work on which the violation has occurred. The notice shall state the 

nature of the violation and no work shall be done on that portion until the violation has 

been rectified and approval obtained from the Building Official. 

Authority to stop use or occupancy. Whenever any portion of a building is loaded in 

excess for which it was constructed, or it houses a use or occupancy other than that for 

which it was constructed, or is determined to be an unsafe building or structure 

pursuant to Chapter 18.20, or there is an encroachment upon any required court, yard 

or easement, the Building Official shall have the authority to order by written notice 

that such violation be discontinued. 

The written notice shall state the nature of the violations and shall fix a time for the abatement 

thereof. If the violations have not been abated by the expiration of the fixed time, the Certificate 

of Occupancy shall thereupon be canceled. 

Authority to disconnect electrical service. Whenever any electrical installation regulated 

by the provisions of this title, municipal code or other ordinances of the City or laws 

and statutes of the State is found to be defective, the Building Official shall have the 

authority to disconnect or to order the discontinuance of electrical service to such 

installation until the installation has been made safe, and any person, firm, 

corporation, political subdivision or governmental agency ordered to discontinue such 

electrical service shall do so within twenty-four (24) hours or as determined by the 

Building Official after the receipt of such notice and shall not reconnect such service or 

allow the same to be reconnected until notified to do so by the Building Official. 

Authority to disconnect utilities. Whenever any mechanical installation regulated by the 

provisions of this title, municipal code or other ordinances of the City or laws and 

statutes of the State is found to be defective that may pose an immediate hazard to life 

or property, the Building Official shall have the authority to disconnect or to order the 
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discontinuance of fuel-gas utility service, or energy supplies, to the building, structure, 

premises or equipment in case of emergency. The Building Official shall, whenever 

possible, notify the serving utility, the owner and occupant of the building, structure or 

premises of the decision to disconnect prior to taking such action, and shall notify such 

serving utility, owner and occupant of the building, structure or premises in writing of 

such disconnection immediately thereafter and shall not reconnect such service or 

allow the same to be reconnected until such installation has been made safe and was 

notified to do so by the Building Official. 

Authority to condemn equipment. Whenever any equipment regulated by the 

provisions of this title, municipal code or other ordinances of the City or laws and 

statutes of the State has become hazardous to life, health, or property, the Building 

Official shall have the authority to condemn equipment when such equipment cannot 

be restored to a condition of safety or be dismantled or removed from its present 

location. The Building Official shall provide written notice to the owner or occupant of 

the building, structure, premises or equipment of such order and shall fix a time limit 

for compliance. No person shall use or maintain the defective equipment after 

receiving such notice. 

Authority to discontinue supply gas or water. Whenever any unsanitary conditions exist 

or that any construction or work regulated by the provisions of this title, municipal 

code or other ordinances of the City or laws and statutes of the State is dangerous, 

unsafe, unsanitary or a menace to life, health or property or is in violation of the 

provisions of this title, municipal code or other ordinances of the City or laws and 

statutes of the State, the Building Official, upon determining such information to be 

fact, shall have the authority to order any person, firm or corporation using or 

maintaining any such condition, or responsible for the use or maintenance thereof, to 

discontinue the use or the maintenance thereof or to repair, alter, change, remove or 

demolish the same as the Building Official may consider necessary for the proper 

protection of life, health or property; and in the case of any gas piping, gas appliance or 

water piping and any water using fixture or device, may order any person, firm or 

corporation supplying gas or water to such piping, appliance, fixture or device to 

discontinue supplying gas or water thereto until such piping, appliance, fixture or 

device is made safe to life, health and property. 
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Authority to modify grading operation. The Building Official is authorized to require 

that grading operations and project designs be modified if delays occur which incur 

weather-generated problems not considered at the time the permit was issued. 

( ORD-19-0031 § 1(Exh. A), 2019; ORD-16-0026 § 1(Exh. A), 2016) 
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18.04.010 - Permits required.

Building permits. No person, firm or corporation shall erect, construct, enlarge, alter, 

repair, remodel, move, remove, improve, convert or demolish any building or part of a 

building or structure, or change the character or occupancy or use of any building or 

structure, or part of a building or structure, in the City without first obtaining a permit 

covering such work from the Building Official. 

Grading permits. No person, firm or corporation shall commence or perform any 

grading, and no person shall import or export any earth materials to or from any 

grading site, without first having obtained a permit therefore from the Building Official. 

Any grading project involving more than one hundred (100) cubic yards of excavation 

and involving an excavation in excess of five (5) feet in vertical depth at its deepest 

point measured from the original ground surface shall be done by a State of California 

licensed contractor who is licensed to perform the work described herein. A separate 

permit shall be required for each grading site. One (1) permit may include the entire 

grading operation at that site, however. 

Electrical permits. No new electrical installation shall be made nor any alteration or 

addition performed to any existing wiring, nor shall any wiring for the placing or 

installation of any electric light, power or heating device, or any apparatus which 

generates, transmits, transforms or utilizes electricity operating at a voltage exceeding 

twenty-five (25) volts between conductors or capable of supplying more than fifty (50) 

watts, be made without first obtaining an electrical permit. A separate permit shall be 

obtained for the electrical wiring or installation in each separate building or structure. 

Plumbing permits. No person, firm or corporation shall construct, install or alter any 

plumbing, water piping, gas piping, water heater, water heater vents, water treating 

equipment, or any appliance or device regulated by this title without obtaining a 

plumbing permit approving the proposed quality and character of workmanship and 

materials. Where a building is demolished or removed from its site, a permit and 

inspection is required to verify that the building sewer, water and gas service is 

properly capped to the satisfaction of the Building Official. A separate permit shall be 

obtained for the plumbing installation in each separate building or structure. 

Mechanical permits. No person, firm or corporation shall install, alter, reconstruct or 

repair any heating, ventilating, cooling, or refrigeration equipment unless a permit 

therefore has been obtained from the Building Official except as otherwise provided in 
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this title. A permit shall be obtained for all heating, ventilating, cooling, or refrigeration 

equipment, moved with, or installed in, any relocated building. A separate permit shall 

be obtained for the equipment installed in each separate building or structure. 

Combination permits. A single combined permit may be issued for the construction of 

any one- or two-family dwelling and related accessory building and structure, or 

additions or alterations thereto, which includes all building, electrical, plumbing, gas, 

mechanical, heating, ventilating and air conditioning work. 

Sign permits. No person, firm or corporation shall construct any signs and billboards 

without first obtaining a permit covering such work from the Building Official. 

No person, firm or corporation shall hang, suspend or otherwise affix any sign, street banner, 

pole banner, flag, pennant or street decoration on any street light pole, traffic signal pole or over 

and above any street unless a permit to do so is first obtained from the City Manager. Permits 

issued pursuant to this section shall be in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 16.55 of Title 

16, the City's policy on City sponsorship, corporate recognition and advertising, as adopted on July 

23, 1996, as amended from time to time, and any guidelines that may from time to time be 

approved by the City Council. 

EXCEPTION: The above provisions shall not apply to any sign or advertising matter lettered 

upon the surface of any awning, provided the awning is securely attached to a building and is not 

less than seven (7) feet above the sidewalk level immediately below. 

Temporary permits. Before commencing the construction of any work for temporary 

structures or uses including but not limited to, reviewing stands, bleachers, tents, 

sheds, canopies or fences used for the protection of the public around and in 

conjunction with construction work, and other miscellaneous structures, a temporary 

permit authorizing such work shall be obtained therefore from the Building Official. 

Temporary permit may be restricted in the following conditions: 

Application for permit. Except for canopies or fences used for the protection of the 

public around and in conjunction with construction work, application for permit 

shall be filed with and approved by the Building Official prior to the construction, 

erection or operation of any device, structure, or any work regulated by this title for 

temporary structure or use. 

Time limit. Such construction shall be occupied or used only for the period set forth 

in Subsection 18.04.060.A. 
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Conformance. Temporary structures and uses shall conform to the structural 

strength, fire safety, means of egress, accessibility, light, ventilation and sanitary 

requirements of this title as necessary to ensure public health, safety and general 

welfare. Such temporary structures and temporary uses need not comply with the 

type of construction or fire-resistive time periods required by this title. 

Temporary power. The Building Official is authorized to give permission to 

temporarily supply and use power in part of an electric installation before such 

installation has been fully completed and the final certificate of completion has 

been issued. The part covered by the temporary certificate shall comply with the 

requirements specified for temporary lighting, heat or power in the California 

Electrical Code adopted in Chapter 18.42. 

Inspection. Notwithstanding Chapter 18.07 to the contrary, request for inspection 

must be received at least five (5) days prior to public use or occupancy. 

Removal after expiration. All temporary construction or installations shall be 

demolished or removed within five (5) days after the expiration of the permit. 

Termination of approval. The Building Official is authorized to terminate such 

permit for a temporary structure or use and to order the temporary structure or 

use to be discontinued. 

Other permits. 

Other permits must be obtained as required pursuant to any other provisions of 

this title, municipal code or other ordinances of the City or laws and statutes of the 

State. 

No person, firm or corporation shall commence moving of buildings or structures 

in the City without first complying with the provisions in Chapter 18.60 and 

obtaining a moving permit covering such work from the Building Official. 

No person, firm or corporation shall commence drilling or redrilling for and the 

production of petroleum, abandonment of wells and the removal of all equipment 

related to the well, or maintain and operate any wells for petroleum operation 

without first complying with the provision in Title 12 and obtaining a permit 

covering such work from the Building Official. 

( ORD-19-0031 § 1(Exh. A), 2019; ORD-16-0026 § 1(Exh. A), 2016) 
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18.05.010 - General.

Submittal documents consisting of construction documents, written record of computations, 

statement of special inspections, geotechnical report and other pertinent data shall be submitted 

with each permit application. The construction documents shall be prepared by a registered 

design professional licensed in the State of California to practice as such. Where special 

conditions exist, the Building Official is authorized to require additional construction documents 

to be prepared by a registered design professional. 

EXCEPTION: The Building Official is authorized to waive the submission of construction 

documents and other data not required to be prepared by a registered design professional if the 

Building Official finds that the nature of the work applied for is such that the review of 

construction documents is not necessary to obtain compliance with the provisions of this title, 

municipal code or other ordinances of the City or laws and statutes of the State. 

( ORD-19-0031 § 1(Exh. A), 2019; ORD-16-0026 § 1(Exh. A), 2016) 
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18.07.010 - General.

Inspection. All construction or work for which a permit is required shall be subject to 

inspection by Section 18.07.050 and such construction or work shall remain accessible 

and exposed for inspection purposes until approved. Certain types of construction 

shall have special inspections by registered special inspectors as specified in Section 

18.07.080 and Chapter 17 of the California Building Code adopted in Chapter 18.40. 

Prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy as specified in Section 18.08.010, a 

final inspection in accordance with Section 18.07.050 shall be made by the Building 

Official of all construction or work for which a permit has been issued. 

Liability. Neither the Building Official, authorized employees of the Department, nor the 

City shall be liable for expense entailed in the removal or replacement of any material 

required to allow inspection. 

( ORD-19-0031 § 1(Exh. A), 2019; ORD-16-0026 § 1(Exh. A), 2016) 
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18.07.030 - Inspection requests.

General inspection request. It is the duty of the permit holder or their duly authorized 

agent to notify the Building Official when work is ready for inspection and to provide 

access to and means for inspections of such work that are required by this title. The 

Building Official may require that every request for inspection be filed at least one (1) 

working day before such inspection is desired. Such request may be in writing, by 

telephone or by other means at the option of the Building Official. 

Re-inspection request. To obtain a re-inspection, the permit applicant shall request 

such inspection pursuant to Subsection 18.07.030.A. A re-inspection fee in Section 

18.06.040 may be charged for the following: 

For each inspection or re-inspection when the portion of work for which the 

inspection or re-inspection is called is not complete or when the correction called 

for is not made. 

NOTE: This section is not to be interpreted as requiring re-inspection fees the first time a job is 

rejected for failure to comply with the requirements of this title, but as controlling the practice of 

calling for inspections before the job is ready for such inspection or re-inspection. 

When the permit card is not properly posted on the work site, the approved 

construction documents are not readily available to the inspector, for failure to 

provide access on the date for which inspection is requested, or for deviating from 

the approved construction documents requiring the approval of the Building 

Official. 

In instances where re-inspection fees have been assessed, no additional inspections will be 

performed related to the project or portion thereof until the required fees have been paid. 

( ORD-19-0031 § 1(Exh. A), 2019; ORD-16-0026 § 1(Exh. A), 2016) 
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18.07.040 - Approvals required.

No work shall be done on any part of the building or structure beyond the point indicated in 

each successive inspection without first obtaining the written approval of the Building Official. The 

Building Official, upon notification pursuant to Section 18.07.030 by the person, firm or 

corporation performing the work, shall make the requested inspections and shall either indicate 

the portion of the construction that is satisfactory as completed, or notify the permit holder or 

their duly authorized agent wherein the same fails to comply with the provisions of this title, 

municipal code or other ordinances of the City or laws and statutes of the State. Any portions that 

do not comply shall be corrected and such portion shall not be covered or concealed until 

authorized by the Building Official. Such written approval shall be given only after an inspection 

has been made of each successive step in the construction as indicated by each of the inspections 

required or conditions stipulated in Section 18.07.050. There shall be a final inspection and 

approval on all buildings or equipment installations when completed and ready for occupancy or 

use. 

EXCEPTIONS: 

For temporary connection, the Building Official may give written permission to 

furnish electric current to or the use of electric current through any electrical wiring 

if such electrical wiring may be used safely for such purposes, and that there exists 

an urgent necessity for such use. 

The requirements of this section shall not be considered to prohibit the operation 

of any heating equipment installed to replace existing heating equipment serving 

an occupied portion of a building, in the event a request for inspection of such 

heating equipment has been filed with the Building Official not more than forty-

eight (48) hours after such replacement work is completed, and before any portion 

of such equipment is concealed by any permanent portion of the building. 

( ORD-19-0031 § 1(Exh. A), 2019; ORD-16-0026 § 1(Exh. A), 2016) 
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CHAPTER 9.65 - ADMINISTRATIVE CITATIONS AND PENALTIES[11]  

 

Footnotes:  

--- (11) ---  

Editor's note— ORD-09-0022 § 6 adopted Aug. 4, 2009, amended Ch. 9.65 in its entirety to read as 
herein set out. Former Ch. 9.658, §§ 9.65.010—9.65-200 pertained to similar subject matter and derived 
from ORD-05-0001, § 2, 2005; ORD-06-0012, § 6, 2006; and ORD-07-0047, §§ 1, 2, 2007.  

 

9.65.010 - Legislative findings and statement of purpose.  

A. Enforcement of the Long Beach Municipal Code throughout the City is an important public service. 
Code enforcement is vital to the protection of the public's health, safety, welfare and quality of life. The 
City Council recognizes that a comprehensive code enforcement system that uses a combination of 
administrative and judicial remedies helps to gain compliance with Code regulations.  

B. The overburdening of the criminal court system has necessitated the alternative use of an 
administrative citation program to more effectively adjudicate the majority of nuisance related Code 
violations. An administrative citation program and the establishment of appropriate fines are intended 
to act as a reasonable deterrent in preventing violations of the Long Beach Municipal Code.  

C. The City Council hereby finds that there is a need for an alternative method of enforcement of the 
Municipal Code in accordance with the City's constitutional police power. The City Council further finds 
that an appropriate method of enforcement is the imposition of administrative penalties as 
independently authorized by both California Constitution Article XI, Section 7, and Government Code, 
Section 53069.4.  

D. The procedures established in this Chapter shall be in addition to any criminal, civil or other legal 
remedy established by law for violation of the Municipal Code.  

E. The City Council hereby finds and determines that enforcement of the Long Beach Municipal Code 
pursuant to the City's police power is a matter of public health, safety and welfare and serves important 
public purposes. The City of Long Beach adopts this administrative citation and penalty program in 
order to achieve the following goals and objectives:  

1. To protect the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City.  

2. To gain compliance with the Municipal Code in a timely and efficient manner.  

3. To provide for an administrative process to appeal the imposition of administrative citations and 
fines.  

4. To provide a method to hold parties responsible when they fail or refuse to comply with the 
provisions of the Municipal Code.  

5. To avoid and/or minimize the expense and delay of enforcement in the civil or criminal justice 
system.  

F. Use of this Chapter shall be at the sole discretion of the City, subject to Subsection D of this Section.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.020 - Definitions.  
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A. "Canopy structure" means and includes freestanding exterior shade structures that consist of a cover 
made from canvas, fabric, plastic, rubber, nylon, acetate or other pliable material that is fitted over a 
freestanding metal frame.  

B. "Cited party" means a legally responsible person who has been issued an administrative citation.  

C. "City" means the City of Long Beach.  

D. "Continuing violation" means any condition or activity in violation of the Municipal Code that continues 
beyond the date given in the administrative citation to correct the violation.  

E. "Correction period" means that period of time in which responsible persons are required to correct or 
otherwise remedy the violation(s)  

F. "Enforcement officer" shall mean any officer or employee of the City designated with the authority to 
enforce the applicable provisions of the Long Beach Municipal Code.  

G. "Hearing Officer" means an individual who has been designated by the City Manager to adjudicate 
administrative citation appeals.  

H. "Highway" means a way or place of whatever nature, publicly maintained and open to the use of the 
public for purposes of vehicular travel. Highway includes street.  

I. "Inoperative vehicle" shall include:  

1. Any vehicle, by which any person or property may be propelled, moved, or drawn upon a highway, 
except a device moved by human power, which is not currently and validly registered for operation 
or use on the streets and highways in the State as required under the provisions of the California 
Vehicle Code; or  

2. Any motor vehicle which currently is incapable of being driven under its own motor power; or  

3. Any nonmotor vehicle which currently is incapable of being moved or drawn.  

J. "Lot" means an area of land, parcel or tract, whether improved or unimproved, the boundaries of which 
have been established in conformance with the State Subdivision Map Act, and which has either been 
recorded via a final tract map or certificate of compliance on record with the Los Angeles County 
Recorder.  

K. "Lot cleaning levy" means all computed expenses incurred by the City in removal of weeds and/or 
debris, from any lot, and shall consist of processing fees, incidental enforcement costs, including, but 
not limited to, actual expenses for weeds and/or debris removal charged to the cited party.  

L. "Responsible person" means any individual who is the owner, partial owner, or occupant of real 
property, last registered owner and/or legal owner of a vehicle, the holder or the agent of the holder of 
any permit or entitlement, or the party or agent of a party to any agreement covered by this Chapter; 
or the owner or authorized agent of any business, company or entity subject to this Chapter, who 
creates, commits or maintains a violation subject to the enforcement provisions of this Chapter.  

M. "Vehicle removal levy" means all computed expenses incurred by the City in the removal of inoperative 
vehicle(s) from public or private property within the City, and shall consist of processing fees, incidental 
enforcement costs, including, but not limited to, land and vehicle title search information, and actual 
expenses incurred for inoperative vehicle removal, impoundment or disposal.  

N. "Weeds" and/or "debris" means and includes all bushes, vines, trees, grass or other vegetation, 
whether cultivated or uncultivated, and whether dead or growing, and all refuse, trash and rubbish of 
any kind or description, or wood, asphalt, concrete or similar materials, tin cans, parts of machinery, 
implements and automobiles, any of which cause unpleasant or noxious odors, or which are, or may 
become, a refuge or breeding place for insect and vermin, or which conceal or are capable of 
concealing filth and other unsanitary conditions, or which are, or are capable of becoming, a fire or 
other hazard to the use and occupancy of property, or which obstruct or hinder the use of any public 
street, sidewalk, alley or way.  
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(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.030 - Weed abatement activity.  

It shall be the duty of all responsible persons to at all times keep lots clean and free from weeds and/or 
debris.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.040 - Inoperative vehicle activity.  

It shall be the duty of responsible persons to prevent accumulation and storage of abandoned, 
wrecked, dismantled or inoperative vehicles or parts thereof, except for those vehicles or parts thereof 
exempted pursuant to Long Beach Municipal Code, Section 10.46.030.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.050 - Prohibited canopy structure.  

Canopy structure as defined in Subsection 9.65.020.A may not:  

A. Be located in residential front or side yard setback areas, or driveway areas used for automobile 
parking;  

B. Have a setback of less than four feet (4') from the side and rear property lines;  

C. Be maintained in a manner that is defective, unsightly or in a condition of deterioration; or  

D. Be greater than ten feet (10') in height.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.060 - Issuance of administrative citation.  

A. Any responsible person who violates any provision of Titles 3, 5, 8, 9, 10, 14, 18 and 21, or Chapter 
2.63, of the Long Beach Municipal Code may be issued an administrative citation, pursuant to this 
Chapter, by an enforcement officer designated to issue such citations.  

B. Each and every day a violation exists constitutes a separate and distinct offense.  

C. A civil fine shall be assessed by means of an administrative citation issued by the enforcement officer 
and shall be payable directly to the City of Long Beach.  

D. Fines shall be assessed for Code violations committed by the same responsible person as follows:  

1. A fine for each initial violation, in an amount established by the City Council by resolution;  

2. A fine for each instance of a second violation of the same Code section within one (1) year from 
the date of the first violation, in an amount established by the City Council by resolution;  

3. A fine for each additional violation of the same Code section within one (1) year from the date of 
the first violation, in an amount established by the City Council by resolution;  

4. A fine for each violation of Municipal Code, Section 21.41.170 illegal garage conversions, 
18.02.050 for dangerous buildings, 18.08.010 for certificates of occupancy, 18.09.010 for failure 
to comply with Title 18, and/or Subsection 21.31.245.C unlawful dwelling units, in an amount 
established by the City Council by resolution; and  
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5. A fine for each violation of Municipal Code, Section 21.51.227 relating to illegal automotive work, 
in an amount established by the City Council by resolution.  

( ORD-15-0038 § 2, 2015; ORD-11-0012 § 3, 2011; ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.070 - Service procedures.  

An administrative citation on a form approved by the City Manager may be served upon any 
responsible person by an enforcement officer in the following manner:  

A. Personal service. In any case where an administrative citation is issued:  

1. The enforcement officer shall attempt to locate and personally serve the responsible 
person(s) and obtain the signature of the responsible person(s) on the administrative citation;  

2. If the responsible person(s) refuses or fails to sign the administrative citation, the failure or 
refusal to sign shall not affect the validity of the administrative citation or any subsequent 
proceedings.  

B. Service of citation by posting notice. If the enforcement officer does not succeed in personally 
serving a responsible person(s):  

1. The enforcement officer shall post the administrative citation or duplicate thereof in a 
conspicuous place on the lot where the violation(s) exists or has occurred, and such posting 
shall be deemed effective service;  

2. Any posted notice shall be photographed on the date of posting by the enforcement officer, 
and a proof of service of the notice shall be made by declaration of the enforcement officer 
effecting the service.  

C. Service of citation by mail. If the enforcement officer does not succeed in personally serving a 
responsible person(s), in addition to posting notice:  

1. The administrative citation or duplicate thereof shall be mailed to the responsible person(s) 
at his or her residence or place of business by depositing the same in the United States Mail, 
postage prepaid as first class mail;  

2. A proof of service of the notice shall be made by declaration of the enforcement officer 
effecting the service.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.080 - Contents of notice.  

Each administrative citation shall contain the following information:  

A. The date of service of the citation and the date, time, address or description of the location where 
the violation(s) was observed.  

B. The Code section(s) and condition(s) violated and a description of the violation(s)  

C. An order to the responsible person(s) to correct the violation(s) no later than the specified 
correction date.  

D. An explanation of the consequences of failure to correct the violation(s) in a timely manner.  

E. The amount of the fine for the violation(s).  

F. An explanation of how the fine shall be paid and the fine payment due date.  

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=745580&datasource=ordbank
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G. Notice of the right to appeal the citation, the time within which the citation may be appealed and 
the place to obtain a request for hearing form to appeal the administrative citation.  

H. The name and signature of the enforcement officer and, if obtained, the signature(s) of the 
responsible person(s).  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.090 - Satisfaction of administrative citation.  

Upon service of an administrative citation, the cited party shall do the following:  

A. Remedy the violation(s) no later than thirty (30) days from the date of issuance of the citation as 
specified on the administrative citation. Correcting the violation(s) shall not excuse or discharge 
payment of the fine.  

B. Pay the fine no later than thirty (30) days from the date of issuance of the citation as specified on 
the administrative citation. Payment of a fine shall not excuse or discharge the failure to correct 
the violation(s), nor shall it bar further enforcement action by the City. Late charges shall be 
imposed for fine payments made after the fine payment due date. The late charge shall be 
calculated at a rate of twenty-five percent (25%) of the fine, and will be imposed in addition to any 
outstanding fine.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.100 - Appeal of administrative citation.  

A. Any recipient of an administrative citation may appeal said citation by completing a written request for 
hearing form, obtained as directed on the citation, and returning it to the department, indicated on the 
citation, within thirty (30) calendar days from the date the administrative citation is served or deemed 
to have been served, together with a deposit in the total amount of the fine and any late charges.  

B. A failure to file a timely appeal of the administrative citation shall be deemed a waiver of the right to 
appeal and to seek judicial review.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.110 - Appeal hardship waiver.  

A. Any person who intends to appeal the administrative citation and who is financially unable to make the 
advance deposit as required in Section 9.65.100 may request an advance deposit hardship waiver by 
completing a written deposit waiver form obtained as directed on the citation.  

B. The deposit waiver request form shall be filed together with the appeal in the department indicated on 
the citation within thirty (30) calendar days from the date the administrative citation is served or deemed 
to have been served.  

C. The deposit requirement as described in Subsection 9.65.100.A shall be stayed unless or until the 
Director of the department indicated on the citation, or his/her designee, makes a determination 
regarding the waiver request.  

D. The Director of the department indicated on the citation, or his/her designee, may waive the 
requirement of an advance deposit only if the cited party submits to the Director, or his/her designee, 
a statement under penalty of perjury, together with any supporting documents or materials, 
demonstrating to the satisfaction of the Director, or his/her designee, the cited party's actual financial 
inability to deposit with the City the full amount of the fine and late charge(s) in advance of the hearing.  
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E. If the Director of the department indicated on the citation, or his/her designee, declines to issue a 
waiver, the cited party shall remit the full deposit to the City within ten (10) calendar days of the date 
of that decision or thirty (30) calendar days from the date the administrative citation is served or 
deemed to have been served, whichever is later.  

F. The Director of the department indicated on the citation, or his/her designee, shall issue a written 
determination listing the reasons for his/her determination to issue or not issue the hardship waiver. 
The written determination shall be final.  

G. The written determination of the Director, or his/her designee, shall be served personally or by first 
class mail, postage prepaid, upon the cited party who applied for the hardship waiver.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.120 - Hearing procedure.  

A. No hearing to appeal an administrative citation shall be held unless and until a request for hearing 
form has been completed and submitted, as indicated on the citation, and the deposit has been paid, 
or a hardship waiver has been issued.  

B. A hearing before the Hearing Officer shall be set for a date not sooner than fifteen (15) calendar days 
and not more than sixty (60) calendar days from the date the request for hearing is completed and 
submitted in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter. The cited party requesting the hearing 
shall be notified in writing of the time and place set for the hearing at least ten (10) calendar days prior 
to the date of the hearing.  

C. The Hearing Officer shall only consider evidence that is relevant to whether the violation(s) occurred 
and whether the cited party has created, committed, or maintained the violation(s). Courtroom rules of 
evidence shall not apply. Relevant hearsay evidence and written reports may be admitted whether or 
not the speaker or author is present to testify, if the Hearing Officer determines that such evidence is 
reliable. Admission of evidence and the conduct of the hearing shall be controlled by the Hearing 
Officer in accordance with the fundamentals of due process. The Hearing Officer may set reasonable 
limits on the length of the hearing, and shall allow the appellant at least as much time to present his/her 
case as is allowed to the City.  

D. The cited party contesting the administrative citation shall be given the opportunity to testify and 
present witnesses and evidence concerning the administrative citation. The City's case shall be 
presented by any person designated by the City Manager. The appellant and City may be represented 
by counsel.  

E. The failure of the appellant to appear at the hearing shall constitute a forfeiture of the fine and a failure 
to exhaust administrative remedies.  

F. The administrative citation and any additional documents prepared by the City in connection with the 
violation(s) may be submitted and shall constitute prima facie evidence of the respective facts 
contained in those documents.  

G. If the enforcement officer or his/her designee submits any additional documents concerning the 
administrative citation to the Hearing Officer for consideration at the hearing, then, whenever possible, 
a copy of such document(s) shall be served by mail on the appellant at least five (5) calendar days 
prior to the date of the hearing.  

H. The Hearing Officer may continue the hearing or request additional information from the enforcement 
officer, his/her designee or the appellant prior to issuing a written decision.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.130 - Hearing Officer's decision.  
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A. After considering all of the testimony and evidence submitted at the hearing, the Hearing Officer shall 
issue a written decision within fifteen (15) business days of the hearing. The decision of the Hearing 
Officer shall be final.  

B. If the Hearing Officer denies the appeal, then the deposit shall be retained by the City.  

C. If the Hearing Officer grants the appeal, then the City shall refund the deposit within thirty (30) business 
days from the date of the final written decision.  

D. The appellant and City shall each be served with a copy of the Hearing Officer's written decision.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.140 - Failure to pay fines.  

A. The failure of the cited party to pay a civil fine or late penalty in a timely manner may result in the 
imposition of a special assessment and/or lien against the real property on which the violation 
occurred, after which the amount so determined shall bear interest at the rate of twelve percent (12%) 
per annum until paid, and/or filing of an action with the Small Claims Court for recovery of the fine and 
late penalty. The only issue to be adjudicated by the Small Claims Court shall be whether or not the 
fines and possible late fees were paid. A cited party may only obtain judicial review of the validity of 
the citation by first requesting and participating in an administrative hearing before a Hearing Officer. 
In the Small Claims Court action, the City may also recover its costs, according to proof.  

B. The City may also refuse to issue, extend or renew to any cited party who has unpaid delinquent fines, 
interest, penalties, liens or assessments, any City permit, license, entitlement or other City approval 
pertaining to the lot that is the subject of the fine and administrative citation.  

C. Any permit, license, entitlement or land use approval issued by the City may be subject to suspension 
or revocation of the permit, license, entitlement, or land use approval in accordance with the 
procedures set forth in this Title 9 and Titles 3, 5, 6, 8, 10, 14, 18 and 21 of the Long Beach Municipal 
Code if any unpaid fine, interest or penalties remain delinquent for a period of more than thirty (30) 
days.  

(ORD-11-0012 § 4, 2011; ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.150 - Failure to remedy weed abatement activity.  

In the event a responsible person(s) is cited for violation of weed abatement, pursuant to Section 
9.65.030 of this Chapter, and fails to correct the violation within the specified correction period, and also 
fails to file a timely appeal of the administrative citation as set forth in Section 9.65.100 of this Chapter, in 
addition to fine(s), late charges, and consequences resulting from failure to pay fines as defined in this 
Chapter, a lot cleaning levy shall also be imposed. A lot cleaning levy payment notice shall be served upon 
the cited party in the same manner as provided for service of the administrative citation set forth in Section 
9.65.070 of this Chapter.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.160 - Failure to remedy inoperative vehicle activity.  

In the event a responsible person(s) is cited for violation of inoperative vehicles pursuant to Section 
9.65.040 of this Chapter, and fails to correct the violation within the specified period and also fails to file a 
timely appeal of the administrative citation as set forth in Section 9.65.100 of this Chapter, in addition to 
fine(s), late charges, and consequences resulting from failure to pay fines as defined in this Chapter, a 
vehicle removal levy shall also be imposed. A vehicle removal levy payment notice shall be served upon 
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the cited party in the same manner as provided for service of the administrative citation set forth in Section 
9.65.070 of this Chapter.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.170 - Appeal of lot cleaning and inoperative vehicle levy.  

A. Any recipient of lot cleaning or inoperative vehicle levy payment notice may appeal the reasonableness 
of the computed charges by completing a levy hearing request form and returning it to the department 
indicated on the administrative levy notice within fifteen (15) calendar days from the date the levy 
notice was served, together with a deposit in the total amount of the administrative citation fine, late 
charges and levy.  

B. A hearing on the appeal shall be set for a date that is not sooner than fifteen (15) calendar days and 
not more than sixty (60) calendar days from the date that the request for hearing is completed and 
submitted in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter. The person requesting the hearing shall 
be notified in writing of the time and place set for the hearing at least ten (10) calendar days prior to 
the date of the hearing.  

C. The Hearing Officer shall only consider evidence that is relevant to whether the costs used to compute 
the levy are reasonably related to abatement costs incurred by the City. Courtroom rules of evidence 
shall not apply. Relevant hearsay evidence and written reports may be admitted whether or not the 
speaker or author is present to testify if the Hearing Officer determines that such evidence is reliable. 
Admission of evidence and the conduct of the hearing shall be controlled by the Hearing Officer in 
accordance with the fundamentals of due process. The Hearing Officer may set reasonable limits on 
the length of the hearing, and shall allow the appellant at least as much time to present its case as is 
allowed the City.  

D. The cited party contesting the reasonableness of the levy shall be given the opportunity to testify and 
present witnesses and evidence concerning the computed cost. The appellant and City may be 
represented by counsel.  

E. The administrative citation and any additional documents prepared by the City in connection with the 
levy may be submitted and shall constitute prima facie evidence of the respective facts contained in 
those documents.  

F. In the event additional documents concerning the levy are provided to the Hearing Officer for 
consideration, whenever possible, a copy of such document(s) shall be served by mail on the appellant 
at least five (5) calendar days prior to the date of the hearing.  

G. The Hearing Officer may continue the hearing or request additional information from the City or the 
appellant prior to issuing a written decision.  

H. After considering all of the testimony and evidence submitted at the hearing, the Hearing Officer shall 
issue a written decision within fifteen (15) business days of the hearing.  

I. The appellant and the City shall each be served by mail with a copy of the Hearing Officer's written 
decision.  

J. If the Hearing Officer determines that the levy was properly computed, and should be upheld as 
reasonable, then the entire deposit with the City shall be retained by the City.  

K. In the event the Hearing Officer determines the levy, or any portion thereof, to be unreasonable, then 
that amount shall be refunded within fifteen (15) business days of the date of the written determination.  

L. The failure of the appellant to appear at the hearing shall constitute a forfeiture of the entire deposit 
and a failure to exhaust administrative remedies.  

M. A failure to file a timely appeal shall be deemed a waiver of the right to appeal the levy.  
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(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.180 - Dismissal of citation.  

The enforcement officer, with the approval of the Director from the department indicated on the citation, 
or his/her designee, may dismiss an administrative citation at any time if it is determined to have been 
issued in error, in which event any deposit will be refunded.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.190 - Right to judicial review.  

A. Either the City or the appellant aggrieved by a decision of a Hearing Officer on an administrative 
citation or levy, may obtain review of the decision by filing a petition for review with the Los Angeles 
Superior Court in accordance with the time lines and provisions as set forth in California Government 
Code, Section 53069.4(b). Said procedure shall be available for all judicial review under this Chapter, 
notwithstanding that the term or condition being enforced pursuant to this Chapter may not be a matter 
covered by Section 53069.4(a). Judicial review of a citation shall not be available unless all 
administrative remedies have been exhausted as provided in this Chapter.  

B. Failure to receive any notice specified in this Chapter does not affect the validity of proceedings 
conducted hereunder.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  

9.65.200 - Recovery of Code enforcement abatement costs.  

The administrative citation process described in this Chapter does not preclude the City from 
recovering any other Code violation or nuisance abatement costs incurred by the City in performing its 
Code enforcement efforts.  

(ORD-09-0022 § 6, 2009)  


