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• April 10, 2020 - The property owner was issued a Code Enforcement citation (Number
CEPH268505) for window and door replacement without the approval of a Certificate
of Appropriateness and without issuance of a building permit.

• July 16, 2021 - The property owner submitted a Certificate of Appropriateness (minor)
application requesting the approval (retroactively) for the installation of the vinyl
windows and door with a request to paint the aluminum windows white to correspond
with the vinyl windows that were installed.

• October 1, 2021 - Staff denied the Certificate of Appropriateness application due to the
incompatible material.

• October 6. 2021 - Within the 10-day appeal period, the applicant appealed the staff
denial. The appeal is currently before the Cultural Heritage Commission, and the
Commission’s decision on the appeal shall be final.

PROJECT HISTORY
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• Existing structure is two-stories in height

• Use: Multi-family residential

• Lot Size: 6,500 S.F.

• Zone: R-2-N

• Rose Park Historic District – Non-Contributing Structure

BACKGROUND
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• Legalize the installation of five (5) vinyl windows and one (1)
sliding patio door in the same window openings on an existing
two-story, multi-family residential building.
• The request includes the option to paint the aluminum

windows white to correspond with the vinyl windows that
were installed.

PROJECT SCOPE
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SITE CONDITIONS 
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SITE CONDITIONS 
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UNPERMITTED WINDOWS AND SLIDING DOOR
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UNPERMIITED WINDOWS AND SLIDING DOOR
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In compliance with:
1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal change to the defining

characteristics…

2. …The removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.

3. …Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or architectural elements from
other buildings, shall not be undertaken.

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their own right shall be retained and
preserved.

5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be
preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced…

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall not be used…

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved…

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize the
property…

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the
essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.

SECRETARY OF INTERIOR’S STANDARDS
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The denial findings 
for the legalization 
of vinyl window 
installation have 
been made in 
compliance with: 

1. Secretary of Interior’s Standards;

2. Ordinance C-7497 – Rose Park Historic District;

3. Rose Park Historic District Design Guidelines

4. Certificate of Appropriateness Findings

FINDINGS
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The Cultural Heritage Commission affirmed the following staff recommendations and denied the appeals:

• September 2015 – 3732 Cerritos Avenue (California Heights) – Composite 

• June 2016 – 305 Obispo Avenue (Bluff Heights) – Vinyl

• April 2017 – 3637 Gaviota Avenue (California Heights) - Fiberglass and Vinyl 

• January 2018 – 3574 Walnut Avenue (California Heights) – Composite

• September 2018 - 2302 East 2nd Street (Bluff Park) – Vinyl

• March 3. 2019 - 800 Gladys Avenue (Rose Park) – Vinyl

• April 28, 2020 – 2206 E. 2nd Street (Bluff Park) – Vinyl 

• August 31, 2021 – 429 W. 8th Street (Drake Park/Willmore City) – Vinyl 

PRECEDENT WINDOW APPEAL CASES 
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No public comments have been received in response to the required
noticing.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
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Staff recommends that the Cultural Heritage Commission deny the appeal and uphold
the staff denial of the requested Certificate of Appropriateness to legalize the
installation of five (5) vinyl windows and one (1) sliding door on an existing, two-story
multi-family residential building located at 761 Obispo Avenue.
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RECOMMENDATION



Thank you
Maryanne Cronin 
Maryanne.Cronin@longbeach.gov
562-570-5683
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