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Working Together to Serve

Office of Gerrie Schipske
Councilwoman, Fifth District

Memorandum

June 17, 2008

HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Councilwoman Gerrie Schipske(,c-)

AGENDA ITEM : Request for Traffic Plan and Sturdy Barriers at
Farmers Markets

BACKGROUND
In 2003, a man crashed through saw-horse barricades and killed 10 and injured 63
others at the downtown farmers market in Santa Monica .

In late May 2008, the City of Santa Monica announced a settlement that with other
defendants amounted to $21 million to the victims and families of those killed or injured .

While Santa Monica does not admit liabiity, it should be noted that both the court of
appeals and the National Transportation Safety Board raised serious questions about
Santa Monica's lack of steps to protect pedestrians at the farmers market . Specifically,
the NTSB found Santa Monica partly to blame because the movable barriers were
ineffective and the City did not have an up-to date traffic plan to protect the pedestrians
from the very type of incident that happened . The same type of moveable barriers are
utilized at Long Beach farmers markets .

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the City Manager direct staff to develop a traffic plan that
includes the placement of appropriately sturdy barricades at entrances at all Long
Beach farmers markets and/or outdoor activities at which pedestrians must be
adequately protected .
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