
Review of CAAP Letter 

Letter to: Long Beach City Council  

CC: Long Beach Department of Development Services 

Long Beach Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP) 

 
Honorable Mayor and Councilmembers, 

 
City Fabrick, Walk Long Beach, and Puente Latino Association acknowledges the City of Long Beach’s efforts to 

update the Long Beach Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP), which has a strong foundation of values based 

on several years of community outreach. However, the CAAP inadequately details a roadmap for actionable GHG 

emissions reductions. Additionally, the CAAP sets emissions goals in accordance with statewide GHG reduction 

targets of 40% below 1990 levels by 2030 and carbon neutrality by 2045. According to the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)’s 1.5 degree special report, our communities must aim to reduce GHG levels by at 

least 45% from 2010 levels by 2030, and reach carbon neutrality by 2050. 

 
The City’s CAAP needs to have stronger interim goals in order to  reasonably reach its 2045 goals. In order 

to prevent global warming from exceeding 1.5 degrees, the City of Long Beach must take a more ambitious 

approach as leaders on climate action, especially given the fact that West, North, and Central Long Beach residents 

are highly vulnerable to the effects of climate change. Given the current reduction goals as shown in Table 9 and 

Figure 20 from the CAAP, the ~200,000 MT C02e/year reduction from 2020 to 2030 is extremely disproportional 

with the 1.5 million MT C02e/year that CAAP is expecting to occur from 2030 to 2045. Each moment a carbon free 

future is delayed is a direct burden to low-income communities of color who are already carrying the burdens of 

human-caused climate change.  

 
 The CAAP recommends a menu of options for reducing GHG emissions in different sectors such as 

building and energy, air quality, and transportation. Actionable items are expanded upon in Chapters 4 and 6. 

However, the action items lack a definitive timeline. The CAAP only states if the project is ‘short’, ‘medium’, or 

‘long’ term and offers no deadline and no target goals--two important metrics that create accountability between 

the City and the Long Beach community. There are many promising ideas in CAAP on how to reduce GHGs, but 

https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/chapter/spm/


without a robust action-oriented implementation plan with hard deadlines and goals, it shows little commitment 

to real change. City Fabrick, Walk Long Beach, and Puente Latino Association urges the City to revisit these 

actionable items to clarify deadlines and goals for the City to bear responsibility and help improve transparency 

and trust with constituents and partners. 

 
 To its credit, The CAAP does present relevant policy recommendations such as increasing community solar 

and microgrids, expanding green streets, and improving pedestrian and bike infrastructure citywide. In the 

example, ‘T-2 Expand and Improve Pedestrian Infrastructure Citywide’ (shown below), the equity strategy involves 

working with neighborhood nonprofits and organizations to identify opportunities for pedestrian improvements. 

The CAAP reflects an understanding of environmental justice and the disproportionate impact that climate change 

has on West, North, and Central Long Beach. It can be assumed that the City is very interested in building a climate 

movement that is as equitable as possible. However, the first step to that is implementing an ambitious and well 

laid out plan of action, neither of which we can clearly say the City’s CAAP achieves. 

 
If you have any questions about our request to change the CAAP before the CEQA process begins, or 

would like to discuss the issue further, please contact Alexander Jung from City Fabrick at (562) 901-2128 

or alex@cityfabrick.org 

  

Thank you for your consideration,  

City Fabrick 

 

Walk Long Beach 

  

Puente Latino Association 

 

mailto:alex@cityfabrick.org


 



 


