
March 20, 2007

HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
City of Long Beach
California

RECOMMENDATION :

CITY OF LONG BEACH
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

333 West Ocean Boulevard • Long Beach, CA 90802 • (562) 570-6383 • FAX (562) 570-6012

C-27

Authorize the City Manager to execute a Memorandum of Understanding with the
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (METRO) to provide
signal priority for METRO Rapid bus service . (Citywide)

DISCUSSION

The City of Long Beach (City) has been actively working with METRO, Long Beach
Transit, and other public transportation agencies in the region to improve the on-time
performance of transit services in the City . The City has installed specialized
communication and control equipment and implemented operational strategies within its
traffic signal system to facilitate the movement of METRO Blue Line trains and Long
Beach Transit buses without significantly impacting vehicle traffic flow .

METRO has requested the City's assistance in providing traffic signal priority for a new
limited stop METRO Rapid service between downtown Los Angeles and the Artesia
METRO Station beginning in Summer 2007 . This new traffic signal priority system will
be deployed along Long Beach Boulevard between Greenleaf Street and Artesia
Boulevard, and Artesia Boulevard at Harbor Avenue .

The new METRO Rapid signal priority system will provide wireless communication
between METRO buses and the City traffic signal computers at intersections . Under
certain circumstances the traffic signal computer will extend the green phase to allow
the approaching bus to pass through the intersection . The technical specifications and
operational parameters proposed by METRO are compatible and consistent with current
traffic signal operations in the City .

The City and METRO have developed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to
outline the particulars of the signal priority system and each agency's responsibilities .
METRO will be responsible for implementation and repair costs of this signal priority
system and the City will retain exclusive ownership and control over all local traffic
signal control equipment .
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This letter was reviewed by Deputy City Attorney Lori Conway on March 7, 2007 and
Budget and Performance Management Bureau Manager David Wodynski on March 9,
2007.

TIMING CONSIDERATIONS

City Council action is requested on March 20, 2007 in order to allow for the installation
of traffic signal equipment and the preparation of traffic signal operational plans before
the METRO Rapid service begins service in the summer of this year .

FISCAL IMPACT

None.

SUGGESTED ACTION :

Approve recommendation .

Respectfully submitted,

CHRISTINE F. ANDERSEN
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

APPROVED :
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GERALD R. MILLER
CITY MANAGER




