
Alamitos and Granada Beach Concessions

City Council Meeting - August 17, 2021



Background

On June 8, 2021, the City Council authorized Beach Concession Agreements for 3 of the 5 
locations along 4 miles of waterfront from Long Beach Harbor to Alamitos Bay.  Includes 
year-round recreation and special events.
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Goals

• Activate the waterfront

• Increase access and use of the coast 

• Enhance the beach experience

• Provide a distinguished and assorted 
mix of concession options

• Establish destinations

• Approachable menus and pricing

• Long-term partnerships with the City 
and special event organizers

• Enhance City’s public infrastructure
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Granada Beach: Monty’s Beach

• Concessionaire: Monty's Beach, a California LLC. 

• Concept: Coffee, natural juices, smoothies, teas, 
granola, breakfast and lunch sandwiches, 
hamburgers, hot dogs, fruit and meat platters and 
salads. 

• Initial Term: Five (5) years, commencing on 
September 1, 2021. 

• Renewal Option: One (1) additional five-year 
option to extend. 

• Base Rent: $2,661 per month with annual  
adjustments based on the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI), but no more than 3 percent.
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Granada Beach: Monty’s Beach

• Rent Commencement: Begins once concession 
has opened, or 180 days after the start of the 
Initial Term,  whichever comes first. 

• Tenant Improvements: Concessionaire will accept 
premises in "as-is" condition and complete all 
tenant improvements required to open. 

• Utilities, Refuse and Maintenance: Paid for 
directly by Concessionaire. 

• Expanded Area/Option to Terminate: Vendor  to 
pursue approval to offer sunbeds, cabanas, and 
dog agility course. If not approved, agreement can 
be terminated upon 30 days’ written notice.

6



Alamitos Beach Area Improvements

• Major area improvements:

• Beach bike & pedestrian path 

• New traffic signal and bike lane

• New rebuilt beach staircase

• New beach parking lot

• Rebuilt concessions, beach restrooms 
and new playground (in progress)

• Events in the area:

• Grand Prix

• Long Beach Marathon

• Various other special events 
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Alamitos Beach Concession – Before 
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Alamitos Beach Concession – Construction Progress
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Alamitos Beach New Playground
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Concept 

Recent Picture of Improvements in Progress 



Listing Process
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Proposals received
Multi-disciplinary 

panel review
Interviews 
conducted

Unanimous 
selection 
of vendor

• 6 proposals received • Special Events, City Manager’s 
Office (1)

• Parks, Recreation and Marine (4)
• Economic Development (2)
• Public Works (2)

Each proposal was evaluated based on the following criteria:
1) Menu;
2) Affordability of menu items offered;
3) Demonstrated experience; 
4) Financial strength of the proposer and their team members;
5) Proposed hours of operation; and
6) Demonstrated willingness to partner with the City in activation area.

• Downey Restaurant Company, 
Inc., dba Gaucho Grill

*Rent offered not determining factor.
*State law prohibits any local preference.

• Each proposer 
invited to interview 
with panel



Alamitos Beach: Gaucho Grill

• Concessionaire: Downey Restaurant Company, 
Inc., dba Gaucho Grill.

• Concepts: Three offered, 7 day-a-week activation.
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Gaucho Beach will offer Argentine steaks, short 
ribs, chicken, signature empanadas, seafood, 

salads, and vegan options.

Gaucho Cafe will offer coffee, juices, smoothies, 
baked goods and cakes, pizzas, signature 

empanadas, and ice cream.

Gaucho Mercado will offer "grab & go" options including 
specialty sandwiches, salads, beverages, sweets, and more.



Gaucho Beach
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½ Grilled Chicken Wood Fire Grilled Salmon

Sangria Empanadas



Gaucho Cafe
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Coffee Pastries

Smoothies Empanadas



Gaucho Mercado
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Ricotta Pie Dulce 
De Leche

Empanada Ham and 
Cheese (box of 4)

Juices



Alamitos Beach: Gaucho Grill

• Initial Term: Five (5) years, commencing on September 1, 2021.

• Renewal Option: Two (2) additional five-year options to extend. 

• Base Rent: $12,720 per month, adjusted by annual CPI, no more than 3 percent.

• Rent Commencement: First day of the month immediately after the month in which the 
building receives a Certificate of Occupancy, or June 1, 2022, whichever comes first.

• Tenant Improvements: Concessionaire responsible for build-out of all concession front-
of-house and back-of-house, including kitchens and food preparation areas, furniture, 
fixtures and equipment necessary for operation. 

• Utilities: Utilities will be metered separately and paid for directly by Concessionaire. 

• Refuse and Maintenance: Concessionaire will be responsible for refuse and 
maintenance and paid for directly by concessionaire.
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Written Complaints

• Complaints Received: Two – Davina’s Tacos & Edgewater a/k/a Gladstone’s Long Beach.

• Summary of Complaints:

1. Affordability of items.
2. Correct concept for the area.
3. Experience level.
4. Financial strength.
5. Hours of operation.
6. Local preference.
7. Greatest economic value to the city.
8. Maximizing return on City’s asset. 
9. Process used.
10. Activation of the area. 
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Review

• Staff has carefully considered the complaints received and has determined they do not justify a 
change to staff’s recommendation based on the following:

1. The listing process used is consistent with City’s practice for real estate matters, 
including former redevelopment agency properties. 

2. Local preference not allowed per State law. 
3. Gaucho Grill’s proposal met the goals for the Alamitos Beach concession stand with 

activation, variety and affordability while offering market rate rent. 
4. Gaucho Grill’s proposal provided three different concepts to ensure the concessions 

stand was activated for beachgoers morning, afternoon and evening.
5. Gaucho Grill’s proposal offers a variety of items and prices through each concept from 

grab-n-go to formal sit down.
6. Gaucho Grill currently operates similar concepts in Downey and Buena Park as well as 

two downtown restaurants – Agave and Allegria.
7. Gaucho Grill received letter of support from a downtown business. 

18



Recommendation
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• Authorize the City Manager, or designee, to enter into Beach Concession 
Agreements with Monty's Beach, a California limited liability company, and 
Downey Restaurant Company, Inc., dba Gaucho Grill, for the operation of a 
food concession at Granada Beach and Alamitos Beach, respectively, on the 
stated terms and conditions, including options to renew at the discretion of the 
City Manager; and,

• Authorize the City Manager, or designee, to negotiate and execute any 
necessary modifications to the proposed terms that may be necessary to 
expedite establishment of the beach concessions operation.


