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Crystal Meth is a National
Epidemic

More than 12 million Americans have tried
methamphetamine

5 million are regular users

Affects people from all walks of life

Multi-disciplinary problem requiring nluIti-
disciplinary solution



Local Scope of Problem

Role of Health Department

Partnership with law enforcement is critical

Barriers
- Categorical funding

- Lack of needle exchange programs/phamlacy syringe
sale programs

- Lack of funding for mental health and rehabilitation
programs

- Internet



Local Scope of Problem

Estimated PL WHA in Long Beach 5 546
Syphilis among MSM (2004)
- 58 out of6l cases were among MSM , Male

bisexual , or male unknown
67% were between the ages of 30-44 years
48% were HIV co-infected
62% were drug users
24% were meth users



Recommendations

Convene a multi-disciplinary work group to
develop a comprehensive conlmlmity
response to crystal meth use in Long Beach

Advocacy with State and Federal law
makers to provide needed funding for drug
treatment and research-targeted for Meth
Amphetamine users


