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For immediate release

Long Beach to Benefit From $8,560,900 in Federal Funding

Long Beach is slated to directly benefit from $8,560,900 in the federal government’s omnibus appropriation bill that Congress approved on Wednesday.  The City of Long Beach worked with its Congressional delegation to include specific projects in the federal funding bill that will directly benefit Long Beach.  This one-time funding is in addition to ongoing funding that the City receives from the federal government for a variety of services.

“Our Congressional delegation really stepped up to ensure that federal funding comes back to Long Beach to help address some of our local and regional needs,” said Mayor Bob Foster.  “These dollars will go a long way to fund some of our priority projects.”

The Long Beach projects included in the bill are:

· Los Angeles River Estuary Dredging:  $3,284,000

This funding will be spent by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for urgent dredging at the mouth of the Los Angeles River.  Dredging the Estuary is a federal responsibility that should be done every three to five years, yet this project has not been funded for the past seven years.  Material in the Estuary impacts the operations of several businesses, including most notably the Catalina Express, which provides daily scheduled service to Catalina Island for approximately 600,000 passengers annually.
· Gang Intervention/Prevention Program:  $267,900

This multifaceted intervention program reaches youth ages 8 through 14 before they become established gang members.  The three-pronged approach consists of:  

1. Education of both youth and parents in coordination with the Long Beach Unified School District (modeled after proven best-practice programs such as the Gang Resistance in Paramount (GRIP) program); 
2. Mentoring to at-risk children in the community; and 
3. Graffiti abatement focused on young tagging crews to turn them away from gang activity.
· Long Beach Job Training: $136,000
This item will provide additional federal funding for the City of Long Beach Center for Working Families to provide additional resources for job training and placement in demand industries.

· Long Beach Desalination Project:  $738,000
The Long Beach Water Department will utilize this funding to continue its national seawater desalination research and development effort with the United States Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation.
· Long Beach Water Reuse Project:  $590,000 

The Long Beach Water Department will utilize this funding for the continued expansion of Long Beach's recycled water system.

· Port of Long Beach Main Channel Deepening: $3,545,000
The Main Channel/Deep Channel dredging project is critical to ensuring that America’s busiest seaport complex remains efficient, competitive, and safe.  Authorized for construction under The Water Resources Development Act of 1986, the project involves deepening the Main Channel and Turning Basin at the Port of Long Beach to a depth of -76 feet to allow for the safe transit of vessels.  
"I am deeply appreciative of the efforts by Senators Feinstein and Boxer, Congressman Rohrabacher and Congresswomen Laura Richardson and Linda Sanchez," said Gary DeLong, Chair of the City Council's Federal Legislation Committee, which represents the City's funding priorities in Washington, D.C.  "Our Congressional delegation has made the City of Long Beach a priority in their legislative efforts, and these worthwhile projects will provide a tremendous benefit to Long Beach and the region."
The $8,560,900 in federal funding was added to the federal budget by the City’s Congressional Delegation based on projects requested by the City.  This funding is in addition to ongoing funding the City receives from the federal government, such as the Community Development Block Grant program, Workforce Development Funding, Section 8 Housing Vouchers, funding for the Health Department, and other sources.   

