
Local Code Adoption of the Latest Edition of the 
California Building Standards Code

Presented by: Gregory Bowser, S.E.
Structural Engineer

1

September 19, 2022



• A copy of the proposed amendments discussed today, 
reasons for the changes, and the associated findings can be 
found on the Department of Development Services’ website 
at:

https://longbeach.gov/lbds/building/plan-review-service/code/

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

OVERVIEW
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https://longbeach.gov/lbds/building/plan-review-service/code/


• This presentation is intended to focus on specific changes and 
the reasons behind those changes

• Generally, these slides present administrative or editorial 
changes. Technical Changes are included as well.

• Administrative changes shown in this presentation were not 
presented during previous BEAC meetings and have been 
included here for completeness.

LONG BEACH MUNICIPAL CODE (LBMC)

OVERVIEW

3



• LBMC Title 8 Health and Safety

• LBMC Title 18 Long Beach Building Standards Code

• Amendments are proposed by the Building and Safety Bureau 
and Fire Prevention Bureau

• Amendments at future BEAC meetings may be proposed by 
the Department of Public Works, Fire Prevention Bureau, or 
Building and Safety Bureau

• Further, significant, changes will be presented at September 
BEAC meeting

LONG BEACH MUNICIPAL CODE (LBMC)

OVERVIEW
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• “Track Changes” are used in this presentation and the 
supporting documents to indicate where alterations to 
existing text

• Strikeout is used for deletions from existing text

• Underline is used to indicate insertions into existing text

• Amendments may show up in blue, purple or red

• There is no significance to the color, it just indicates a different 
editor

LONG BEACH MUNICIPAL CODE (LBMC)

OVERVIEW
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• The following is an example of “Track Changes”.  The text 
shown in black is existing and colored text (red in this case) 
represents the alterations.

LONG BEACH MUNICIPAL CODE (LBMC)

OVERVIEW
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• Geologic/Topographic Conditions

• Climatic Conditions

• Environmental Conditions

(Specific findings and reasons for changes will be discussed in this presentation and can be 
found in the supporting documentation)

GENERAL FINDINGS

LONG BEACH MUNICIPAL CODE (LBMC)
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• Change (Administrative) to update the existing amendments to be 
inline with the new Municipal NPDES Permit

• Consolidates the requirements of 8.96 and 18.61 (deleted)

• Revisions are significant, but are too broad to show here.  Refer to 
supporting documents for this presentation noted below for the 
complete breadth of changes.

(See documentation page 4 for complete language)

CHAPTER 8.96 Stormwater and Runoff Pollution Control

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify the applicability of the Plumbing
Code.

• Chapter 18.43 (Plumbing Code) is not applicable for plumbing
elements related to City departments or other agencies

(See documentation page 3 for complete language)

SECTION 18.01.050 REFERENCED CODES

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update a language in this section to clarify 
that the hazardous conditions indicated are determined by the 
Building Official.

(See documentation page 9)

SECTION 18.01.060 APPLICABILITY

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to remove a duplicate definition.

(See documentation page 10)

SECTION 18.02.020 DEFINITIONS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify the requirements of this section 
apply to actions granting or denying a requested modification.

(See documentation page 10)

SECTION 18.03.050 MODIFICATIONS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

12



• Change (Administrative) to clarify the requirements of this section 
apply to actions, by the Building Official, whether granting or denying 
an alternative material, design, method of construction, or 
equipment request.

(See documentation page 10)

SECTION 18.03.060 ALTERNATE MATERIALS, DESIGN …

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify the requirements of this section by 
changing the title of the section.

(See documentation page 11)

SECTION 18.04.020 WORK EXEMPT FROM PERMIT

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to remove redundant proposed language.
Submittal of digital documents is already permitted elsewhere in this 
section.

(See documentation page 11)

SECTION 18.05.010 GENERAL

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to add a reference to Chapter 18.74, which 
was previously proposed to be removed and update language to 
coordinate with Chapters 18.76 and 18.77.

(See documentation page 11)

SECTION 18.06.010 PERMIT FEES

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to add a reference to Chapter 18.74, which 
was previously proposed to be removed and update language to 
coordinate with Chapters 18.76 and 18.77.

(See documentation page 13)

SECTION 18.06.020 PLANS EXAMINATION FEES

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify that fees shall apply to an appeal of
an order, determination, or decision made by both the Building
Official and the Fire Code Official.

(See documentation page 15)

SECTION 18.06.100 BOARD OF APPEAL FEES

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify which entities (boards, 
commissions, and committees) to which the general regulations 
apply.

(See documentation page 15)

SECTION 18.10.010 GENERAL REGULATIONS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify the general purpose, duties, 
procedures and filing requirements of the BEAC.

(See documentation page 15)

SECTION 18.10.020 BOARD OF EXAMINERS… (BEAC)

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify the general purpose, duties, 
procedures and filing requirements of the BEAC.

(See documentation page 15)

SECTION 18.10.020 BOARD OF EXAMINERS… (BEAC) – cont’d

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify the general purpose, duties, 
procedures and filing requirements of the BEAC.

(See documentation page 16)

SECTION 18.10.020 BOARD OF EXAMINERS… (BEAC) – cont’d

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify the authority of the BEAC.

• This is a reorganization, not a change in content.

(See documentation page 16)

SECTION 18.10.040 LIMITATIONS ON AUTHORITY

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update the appendices to be included in 
or deleted from the California Building Code.

• There is no change, just amended to match appendix titles in CBC.

(See documentation page 17)

SECTION 18.40.010 ADOPTION OF CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to add a proposed amendment to align with 
Section 18.48.440.

• The proposed amendment clarifies that sprinklers are required for all 
new residential construction.

(See documentation page 17)

SECTION 18.40.085 AMEND CBC SECTION 903.2.8 GROUP R

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify requirements for exterior alarm 
devices and to align with Section 18.48.480.

(See documentation page 17)

SECTION 18.40.120 AMEND CBC SECTION 903.4.2 ALARMS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify requirements for remote 
annunciators and to align with Section 18.48.500.

(See documentation page 17)

SECTION 18.40.130 AMEND CBC SECTION 903.4.4

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to existing amendment to include exceptions 
that were previously excluded in error. 

(See documentation page 18)

SECTION 18.40.240 AMEND CBC SECTION 912.4 ACCESS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update LBMC references where other 
proposed revisions have resulted in renumbering. 

(See documentation page 18)

SECTION 18.40.290 AMEND CBC SECTION 1612.4 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update the appendices to be included in 
or deleted from the California Building Code.

• There is no change, just amended to match appendix titles in CRC

(See documentation page 18)

SECTION 18.41.010 ADOPTION OF CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update the appendices to be included in 
or deleted from the California Plumbing Code.

• There is no change, just amended to match appendix titles in CPC

(See documentation page 19)

SECTION 18.43.010 ADOPTION OF CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update the appendices to be included in 
or deleted from the California Mechanical Code.

• There is no change, just amended to match appendix titles in CMC

(See documentation page 19)

SECTION 18.44.010 ADOPTION OF CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update the appendices to be included in 
or deleted from the California Fire Code.

• There is no change, just amended to match appendix titles in CFC

(See documentation page 19)

SECTION 18.48.010 ADOPTION OF CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update the nomenclature of the system to 
match the California Fire Code.

(See documentation page 19)

SECTION 18.48.130 SECTION 105.5.58 ERCC 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

34



• Change (Administrative) to clarify the permissible surface materials 
for fire apparatus access roads.

(See documentation page 20)

SECTION 18.48.300 Section 503.2.3 SURFACE

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify the requirement for fire sprinklers 
at new construction.

• Language regarding existing buildings is proposed to be removed.

(See documentation page 20)

SECTION 18.48.430 Section 903.2 WHERE REQUIRED

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify the requirement for fire sprinklers 
at new SFD/duplex construction and to coordinate with requirements 
in the CRC.

(See documentation page 20)

SECTION 18.48.440 Section 903.2.8 GROUP R

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify requirements for exterior alarm 
devices.

(See documentation page 20)

SECTION 18.48.480 Section 903.4.2 ALARMS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify requirements for remote 
annunciator.

(See documentation page 21)

SECTION 18.48.500 Section 903.4.4 REMOTE ANNUNCIATOR

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update a reference to a revised section in 
the LBMC.

(See documentation page 21)

SECTION 18.48.720 5608 FIREWORKS DISPLAYS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update the appendices to be included in 
or deleted from the California Existing Building Code.

• There is no change, just amended to match appendix titles in CEBC

(See documentation page 21)

SECTION 18.49.010 ADOPTION OF CALIFORNIA EXISTING 
BUILDING CODE

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update references to referenced 
standards and delete references to 18.61 and some minor editing.

• These revisions are not shown, as the requirements remain 
unchanged.  See supporting documentation referenced below for 
revised text.

(See documentation page 22)

SECTION 18.74.010 thru 18.74.060 LID

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify LID requirements.

• Where requirements cannot be met, offsite runoff mitigation fees are 
to be used as relief.

(See documentation page 25)

SECTION 18.74.070 HARDSHIP DETERMINATION

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify the requirements of this section
and update to align with AB 970.

(See documentation page 26)

SECTION 18.76.010 GENERAL

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to clarify the requirements of this section.

(See documentation page 26)

SECTION 18.76.020 DEFINITIONS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

45



• Change (Administrative) to clarify the requirements of this section.

(See documentation page 26)

SECTION 18.76.030 PERMIT APPLICATION AND SUBMITTAL

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

46



• Change (Administrative) to clarify the requirements of this section 
and update to align with the requirements of SB379.

(See documentation page 27)

SECTION 18.77.010 GENERAL

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update the requirements of this section to 
align with the requirements of SB379.

(See documentation page 28)

SECTION 18.77.020 DEFINITIONS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update the requirements of this section to 
align with the requirements of SB379.

(See documentation page 28)

SECTION 18.77.030 PERMIT APPLICATION AND SUBMITTAL

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update the requirements of this section to 
align with the requirements of SB379.

(See documentation page 28)

SECTION 18.77.030 PERMIT APPLICATION AND SUBMITTAL

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update the requirements of this section to 
align with the requirements of SB379.

(See documentation page 29)

SECTION 18.77.040 INSPECTION

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• Change (Administrative) to update the requirements of this section to 
align with the requirements of SB379.

(See documentation page 29)

SECTION 18.77.050 PERMITTING DOCUMENTATION

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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• All proposed amendments have been presented.

• Upon completion of this presentation, BEAC will be requested to 
reaffirm the items we will have looked at during all previous 
presentations and vote to approve the recommendation to support 
the proposed amendments to Titles 8 and 18.

BEAC APPROVAL OF RECOMMENDATION

NEXT STEPS
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• November 1, 2022
• First reading of proposed amendments with City Council

• November 15, 2022
• Second reading and City Council to adopt the Ordinance and Resolution

CITY COUNCIL

NEXT STEPS
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• Questions/discussion from BEAC members
• Questions/discussion from public attendees

55



Thank you
Gregory Bowser, Structural Engineer

Gregory.Bowser@longbeach.gov

Truong Huynh, General Supt. Of Dev. Services

Truong.Huynh@longbeach.gov
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