Basin 4’s
Bathroom
Battle Site

By Harry Sartzcaver
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Docks are done and boats are moving
1 at Basin 4 of the Alamitos Bay Marina,
¢Xt 1o the Long Beach Yacht Club.

But boat owners and visitors will have
) make due with portable toilets, at least
1l a dispute between the city and Na-
es Islands residents is resolved. Con-
ruction on a replacement boat owners
stcoom planned as part of the rebuild
s been stalled for 10 weeks when neigh-
s complained about the size of the new
ilding,

‘We met with (Marin Bureau manager)
irk Sandoval in October, January, Feb-
:r)",” said Patty Davis, who lives on
ptan Way and the Toledo, across the
‘et from the middle of Basin 4, where
bathroom is Jocated, “They never said

restroom building was going to be

huge... Then they doubled the size of
electrical box and stuck it right in the
dle of the parking lot. It could have

2 anvwhere
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“We met repeatedly with them
and they never said anything
about the size. We were lied to.
So 10 weeks ago, we stopped it,
and nothing has happened since
... Now they e saying they don't
have the money to fix it. It's our
feeling that we wouldn’t be in
this predicament if they had been
‘honest in the first place.”

' eplac actl-
ity. which includes showers. and
rebuilding the parking lot were
parts of the $23.7 million Basin

-4 rebuild. That, in turn, is part

- of a larger rebuild of the entire:
- Alamitos Bay Marina, the larg-.

est municipally-owned marina on
the West Coast.

Sandoval said the Basin 4 re-
stroom was the same design as
nine other waterfront restrooms
to be replaced during the marina
rebuild. He said the increase in
size is from 50 feet to 74 feet —
a figure Davis and her neighbors
dispute, saying the 50-foot width
included breezeways.

“The thing is, it's going to cost
another $120,000 to cut ‘the size
back to what they want,” Sando-
val said. “Putting on a flat roof is
smnthae €0 ON0
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box is definitely bigger. and it has
1o be a foot off the ground. But
moving it back to where it was
would cost another $30,000 to
$100.000 because the lines are
underground, and we’d have to
cut off all the power to the basin
to do it.”
~Sandoval said the latest cit
/proposal is to add landscaping
ﬁnd_@tbet-elements to “soften”
Nbe_impact of the restroom vis
ally. The residents say that isn’t
enough. and have brought City
Councilman Gary Delong in to
try 10 resolve the dispute.

“The way they have handled
the residents on Appian Way
has been disgraceful,” Davis,

~who said she has the support of

the Naples Improvement Asso-
ciation, said. “With all the other
basins, there are no homes across
the street... We want the rest-
room reduced to what it was, and
we want the power box moved.
They say they don’t have any
money, but they’re going to spend
$35,000 for a trash enclosure for
the yacht club. Let the yacht club
deal with their own trash. They're
going to spend $20,000 for a new
sprinkler system. Maybe we don’t
need a new sprinkler system.

“The meney’s there.”
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Delong
to keep

and  Sandov
construction
until the neighbors co
bid from a private cor
reconfigure the restro
should take a couple
DeLong said.

“They asked for the
see what it would take :
er contractor o retrofit
ooms, and there s nothi
with that.” Delong saj
have been expanded si
ly, and we’re working
come up with a solutio
think we're making sor
ress. We're coming up w
aesthetic improvements
make a difference.

“I think the residents
that it’s an impact. But i
itis. If you're looking at:
$100.000 to get seven fe
ther side, well... I'm pre
resigned at this point tha
economically feasible.”

DeLong stressed he w
wait until residents had th
to offer an alternative be
ing forward. Sandoval sai
agreed with that approaclt

“We do hope to make
sion as soon as we can,”
val said. “We’'re already
at at least two months, a
meris comine on”
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