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Pocket bikes fun, cheap,
hut not street-legal

Frank Cortez, who’manages thesscycles com in Torrance, sells pocket bikes, fdregroﬁnd;and other cycles. Cortez
says ne feels the small cycles have teen unfalr.y declared illegal on city streets.

Transportatlon. CHP, DMV
warn cycles’ drlvers they
face fines, impounds.

By" Kristopher Hanson
Staft writer

They're inexpensive, fun and wildly
popular.

They’re also illegal, and people caught
riding pocket bikes on public streets now
face the possibility that police will fine
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BIKES AND SCOOTERS: WHAT’S LEGAL?

7 WHERE IT'S LEGAL:

- them and impound their miniature motor--

cycles for up to 30 days.

In the past year, as an influx of the tiny
motorbikes flooded retailers — and streets
across California — law enforcement offi-
cials have been scrambling to define
where the pint-gize racers fall within the
law.

The DMV earlier this month catego-
rized pocket bikes as motor-driven cycles,
which are defined as having engines
smaller than 150 cubic centimeters, or 150
cc. This places pocket bikes in a different
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-category than- motorized -scooters. and-—|

motorized bicycles, which a 1999 state law
says are legal for use on most public.
streets.

Most motor-driven cycles are street
legal as well, but because pocket bikes
don't have Vehicle Identification Numbers
and Department of Transportation-
approved turn signals, brake lights and
other required equipment, they can't be
registered for use on city streets.
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spokesman; -Arméndo'.

less to trackl
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They can be foimi retallmg at
swap meets.and toy and discount
stores for between $250 and
$2,000, depending’on.the model,
size and options des1red

Most retailérs warn buyers. of
the restrictions barrmg them from

public roads, and some have start-
ed slannine stickare an ha bil-a's

_:' excess of 40

VIN: “said DMV
Botello. .-
“Without the-(VIN); we're power-'

spokesman Ron. ..
.- Burch. "Mt people aren’t even -

= ting on a seat’ that’s up: pretty high -

' ground for's

keep these bikes gn'private proper- .

ty where no‘one ‘will. be bothered

.. by the noise or traﬂic ' said Frank

- Cortez, who Tianages-Xpresscy-

cles.com, a Torrance-based retail-
.« ‘. er of on~and’ oﬂ' 1O
.- and mopeds: -

. motorcycles

. While pocket bikes are ‘banned
from public ‘streets, ‘motorized
scooters and motorized bicycles are

A 1999 -law placed hmlted

' ;ibrestnchons ol ‘the' scooters ‘and
* motorized bicycles; allowing riders

age 16 and older-to take them on

'city streets with peedhm.ltsunder
' 25mph, L L

- On-streets-with hlgher speed

Ir, hmlts riders must stay in the bike

lanes or as far to the’ nght shoulder

: ically maximg outat 1516 20:mph.’

e with' “pocket:’

‘The bxg difference
. scooters is the
= 3

The others are: usttoo close'to the

Still, pocket blke etailér Vand’

; riders feel they’re being: singled-

out. ...~
1 thmk it's & big
that they’ré:allowing the other ht-

tle bikes and scooters to be:on the-

street, but- not the pocket- blkes
Cortez said.. “T guess it’s because

the pocket’bikes are sofast and the

kids tend to be more reckless an
them. Still, I wouldn't see a prob-

© lemif they Just kept them in bike

lanes” - -

To cope Wlth the scooter and
pocket-hike craze sweeping the
state, lawmakers have proposed a
number of new laws to regulate
them, though none has yet become

law. o
One piece of legislation, Assem-

legal in most circumstances and do
- not require a. driver’s hcense, reg-
iq" istrationor insurance :

NEWS

"land; and co-airthored by Assem— '
- blywoman Jenny Oropeza, D-Long

Beach, 'would require motorized
scooter and motorized bicycle rid-
ers to hold a va.hd Class C dnver s
license., " -

prassed the new law would not
go into effect until Jan. 1, 2005, at
the earliest. It’s currently under
consideration by the state Senate.

In the meantime, law enforce- -

ment ofﬁcmls adv15e pocket bike
owners to keep their bikés on'pri-

‘ vate property and off city streets,

© “T'he bottom line is, pocket bikes
arenot legal toride on the street —
any street,” said- CHP Assistant

- Chief Art Acevedo

For information on laws regulat-
ing pocket bikes, motorized scoot-
ers, etc. and age and licensing
requirements, visit www.chp.ca.
gov/html/motors html.
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The pocket bike ménaée

They’re not street legal —
and they’re very dangerous. -

en we started spotting those miniature -
motorcycles, or “pocket bikes,” around

town a few months back, our first
thou%ht was: Death traps. Second thought Kids
and
things.

Not exactly a recipe for success.

ridé to school.

Pocket bikes aren’t like motorized : scuoters,.
though, which are legal for use in bike lanes if
riders are at least 16 years old. Scooters are as

nagers are going t far th i
Genagers are golng to go crazy lor these - $260 each. The- enticing prices have led to &
.~ flood of pocket blkes from Chma to the US

The phrase-“accident waiting to happen has ;
never been more applicable than to pocket bikes -
on city streets. They've been deemed illegal for*
use on public streets, but according to the:
California Highway Patrol, many people don't”
know that. They're selling like hotcakes, and -
parents have even bought them for their kids to

“tall as a bwycle and general]y can’t go muchT.
~ faster than 25 ‘miles an- hour, Pocket bikes, on

-the other. hand, are a mere two- o-three- feet
tall, invisible to car drivers in almast all direc-

v‘_tIOHS and can zoom along at speeds of up to 50
: mﬂes an hour, They don’t have the. proper turn
.signals and lights, either. -

They're also relatively cheap, startmg at Just-

already declared ‘them: Illlega, addi
aren’t needed, The, trend willisub
enforcement officera start andlng out ‘stacks of.

~costly tickets, ‘and ‘waord spreads“'that riding :
;- pocket bxkes around’ town
.

5a q:ost‘ly gamble, If

aren't en(‘)ugh to" keep
atreets, then tickets = an
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"pocket Bike"

+ Scaeled down street blke design

* Variahle spesd, chaln driven slactric

. motor for super quist operation

» Speeds Up to 12mph  Riders up to 220 Ibs.
#155001. ‘

$199.

4 Stroke Gas Scooter wo rro-Mixing Necessary

» Robin-Subaru 4-stroke engine is EPA & CARB certifisd

« No fuel mixing raquired  * Top Speeds up to 26 mph

o Front & rear disc brakes ® 8" pneumatic tires

» Mono shock suspension = Centrifugal cluich chain drive #09035.

>>zoomas>

Gas Powered Scooter
. You Can't Buy This Much Fun Anywhere for Less!

>»>Zooma>>
350 Watt Electric Scootoer -

 Steal & aluminum construction
* 15 mph, up to 20 mile range

 Front drum & rear disc brakes
-» 225 1b capaclty #09360.

$179.¢

 Chain drive & Campare At
centrifugal clutch 499 i up
« 9" pneumatic tires ;
for smooth ride
* Up to 20 mph
#09022, -~
#09023.

FLECTRA

Scoot N' Go g, : =

Electric Scooter '3 A Z: KRAGEN COLUPON .
12" pneumatic tires ; Protect Your Ride Buy Any 2 >zooma>
o Shock absorbers gﬁ?ﬁﬁhﬂﬂ I Scooters & Get . -1

e {nstrument panel
« Keyed ignition #88615, #UTL 801,

*159. 142

“ Sconter & Multi-Sport ' Motarcycle Safety Helmet -

. 8afety Helmat DOT Approved.
< R/M.$5082105. 1A an_. SM #50249%, LY. ] o Q..

14 OFF "

1 L

l CASHIER: Price Modity fatall Less $25.00 Oft The 4 )
2nd Zpoma Beoater COUPON GOOD

THROUGH 672604 CASH VALUIE 1/20¢
- D E -




