
From : rick gaylord <RICK.MCG@VERIZON .NET>
Subject : Neighborhood Character Stabilization

Date : October 9, 2007 2 :06:57 PM PDT
To : Honorable Mayor and City Council
Cc : Mark Hungerford <charles_hungerford@longbeach .gov>

Mayor Foster and Members of the City Council

My name is Frederick "Rick" Gaylord
I live at 32 Dana Place on the Long Beach Peninsula
I have been a Long Beach resident for over 25 years
I am a licensed Architect and have been in the practice for over 40 years

I am here to support a majority of the Planning Staff's report and the efforts by the City of Long
Beach to Stabilization the character of our Neighborhoods .

I am also here to ask for the immediate adoption of the minute order requesting the City Attorney to
prepare an interim ordinance to undertake a formal study of the existing zoning regulations, or
development standards and request that during the period between the adoption of the minute order
and a new ordinance that NO permits be issued for major remodels on the Peninsula .

As noted in the July 17th memo the Peninsula is one of the "Neighborhoods that is MOST
AFFECTED by major remodels over $150,000" . However, the October 9th Recommendation letter
from the City Planning Department states that over 80 people attended the August 15th Belmont
Shore meeting and that the "Residents of the Peninsula stated that they are generally satisfied with
the current zoning standards" .

In all due respect, I would like to point out that, based upon the sign in sheet, only 14 of those
present live on the Peninsula, so drawing the conclusion that the residents of the Peninsula are
generally satisfied with the zoning standards is misleading .

My parents first came to Alamitos Bay on the Red Car, now my family lives on the Peninsula with a
view of Alamitos Bay on one side and the Pacific Ocean on the other . The attraction was the
Character of the Neighborhood, the Boardwalk, the sea breeze, the sound of the ocean, the clean
air and the friendly quiet established neighborhood of the Peninsula .

Now we are faced with an onslaught of opportunist builders buying older houses to tear down and
build to the maximum for the purpose of flipping the house for the greatest dollar without any regard
for the Character of the Neighborhood let alone the immediate neighbors . Action needs to be
implemented now to prevent these massive monuments from destroying our Neighborhoods .

I am specifically requesting that the Peninsula be included in the minute order, the new ordinance,
and that NO permits be issued for any major remodels during the adoption process .

The reason for this very specific request is the proposed major remodel at 30 Dana Place .



This remodel is opposed by over 60 Peninsula Residents, as evidenced by the signatures on the
attached petition . Time was the only limiting factor in not obtaining more opponents to this design .
Of those individuals I was able to contact only 3 did not support the petition .

The design was prepared to avoid any zoning variances and consequently avoided any planning
review or neighborhood input . In addition, an expedited approval was requested to reduce the
chance of the neighborhood becoming aware of the submittal . The design concerns are :

1 . The existing home is more than 45 years old .
2. The permit application under stated the extent of the remodel . It is a major remodel affecting all

three floors and not just the addition of a third floor .
3 . The design is a 35 foot high stucco box with no fenestration, detailing or architectural features .
4. The design is out of character with the other homes on the Peninsula .
5. The builder is not a Peninsula resident and is only building to flip the property .
6 . No attempt has been made to blend the design with the surrounding homes .
7. The third floor is not stepped back nor does it average the setback of the adjacent homes .
8 . The excessively high parapet will block the sun from adjacent solar panels .
9 . Attempts to coordinate the design with the adjacent homes has been rebuffed by the builder .
10. The requirement for the finish floor to be above the mean high tide causes the house to be 3

feet higher than the adjacent home which was built following the old standard therefore
blocking all views of the Pacific Ocean .

Suggestions have been made to soften the impact of this design on the neighborhood, however,
since no Zoning Hearing was required, there has been no authority to require consideration of these
minor design modifications . I as an Architect, know that the cost to implement these changes is
insignificant, no structural is involved, and the time to incorporate them should not delay the
construction sequence .

On the other hand, if the design as proposed is allowed to proceed, an ugly monument to in action
will be created for all to see for many, many years .

We, appreciate your consideration, and hope you will find it in the best interest of the City of Long
Beach to take action NOW to Stabilize the Character of the Peninsula Neighborhood, by adopting
the minute order and INCLUDE the Peninsula and or 30 Dana Place in the order and suspend the
issuance of Building Permits until the new ordinance is adopted .

Thank you again for your dedication to the City of Long Beach

Frederick "Rick" Gaylord



September 1, 2007

Long Beach City Council

	Dear Council Members

We, the undersigned, request that the the City Council immediately require the proposed project at
30 Dana Place to be included in the Neighborhood Character Stabilization evaluation and be
required to receive approval from the Long Beach Planning Department,

	

' and

the local neighbors for compatibility with the character of the neighborhood before construction is
allowed to proceed .
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September 1, 2007

Long Beach City Council

Dear Council Members

We, the undersigned, request that the the City Council immediately require the proposed project at
30 Dana Place to be included in the Neighborhood Character Stabilization evaluation and be
required to receive approval from the Long Beach Planning Department, . and
the local neighbors for compatibility with the character of the neighborhood before construction is
allowed to proceed.
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September 1, 2007

Long Beach City Council

Dear Council Members

We, the undersigned, request that the the City Council immediately require the proposed project at
30 Dana Place to be included in the Neighborhood Character Stabilization evaluation and be
required to receive approval from the Long Beach Planning Department,
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and
the local neighbors for compatibility with the character of the neighborhood before construction is
allowed to proceed .
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September 1, 2007

Long Beach City Council

Dear . Council Members

We, the undersigned, request that the the City Council immediately require the proposed project at
30 Dana Place to be included in the Neighborhood Character Stabilization evaluation and be
required to receive approval from the Long Beach Planning Department,

	

and
the local neighbors for compatibility with the character of the neighborhood before construction is
allowed to proceed .
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