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CHAPTER 4 
COMMENTS AND COORDINATION

4.1 SCOPING PROCESS 
An NOP/PEAR and Notice of Initiation of Studies 
(NOIS) to prepare an EIR/EA was issued on 
October 25, 2002, by the Port to notify affected 
parties and to solicit comments from responsible 
agencies and the public on the proposed project. 
Additionally, the NOP/NOIS advertised a Scoping 
Meeting/Open House, which was held November 
12, 2002, at the Port Administration Building. The 
Scoping Meeting/ Open House was also 
advertised in several newspapers, including Long 
Beach Press Telegram, The Daily Breeze, The 
Philippine Times, Mundo L.A. (local Spanish 
newspaper), and La Opinion (local Spanish 
newspaper). The purpose of the Scoping 
Meeting/Open House was to introduce the project 
and preliminary design concepts to agencies and 
members of the public and to receive comments. 
The scoping meeting for public agencies was held 
in the afternoon, and the open house for the 
general public was held that evening. Several 
exhibits were displayed, including design 
concepts and computer-renderings of the project, 
as well as an exhibit depicting the environmental 
process. Project staff and consultants were 
present to answer questions. No written 
comments were received at the Open House.  

Four comment letters were received during the 
NOP review period and scoping meetings. Issues 
of concern included utilities, water resources, and 
hazardous waste/materials. A Draft EIR/EA was 
released for public review on June 14, 2004, for a 
60-day review period. Subsequent to the public 
comment period for the Draft EIR/EA, the Port 
elected to add a Toll-Operation Alternative and 
expanded the limits of the proposed project study 
area. As a result, the Port issued a revised NOP 
for this revised Draft EIR/EA on December 5, 
2005. No comments were received during the 
revised NOP public comment period. 

4.1.1 Agency Consultation 
As part of the coordination necessary for the 
environmental study process, the following 
federal, state, regional, and local agencies were 
consulted: 

� USFWS 

� USCG 

� EPA 

� State of California Office of Planning and 
Research 

� CDFG 

� SHPO 

� SCAQMD 

� SCAG 

� AQMD 

� RWQCB 

� California Conservation Corps 
Staff from some of these agencies provided 
information regarding the presence of 
environmental resources within the project area, 
regulations governing those resources, impact 
assessment methodologies, environmental 
impacts, and mitigation measures (see Appendix 
D for correspondence with the AQMD and CDFG). 
The SHPO determined that the proposed project 
would have no adverse effect on historic 
properties, therefore granting their concurrence on 
July 21, 2003 (Appendix C). 

Prior to and during the preparation of this revised 
Draft EIR/EA, ongoing Project Development Team 
(PDT) meetings were held to discuss design 
options, factors to be considered during the 
environmental study process, and scheduling 
issues. Representatives and technical staff from 
the Port, Caltrans, FHWA, and the consultant 
team attended these meetings. 

4.1.1.1 Related Project Coordination 
Subsequent to circulation of the June 2004 Draft 
EIR/EA, the Port’s PDT for the Gerald Desmond 
Bridge Replacement Project initiated ongoing 
coordination meetings with the ACTA Schuyler 
Heim Bridge Replacement and SR 47 
Expressway Project planning team. The 
coordination meetings were to communicate 
project information, study methodologies, and 
findings between the two planning teams for these 
closely related projects. This facilitated 
consistency in planning assumptions, specifically 
in the area of traffic forecasting and assessment 
of cumulative and secondary impacts. These 
meetings are planned to continue throughout the 
project development process and into 
construction, assuming both projects receive 
environmental approvals and are funded. 

4.1.2 Public Participation 
A public hearing was held July 19, 2004, during 
the 60-day public review period of the Draft 
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EIR/EA. This meeting discussed the major 
components and environmental impacts of this 
project. Public comments and questions were 
taken at the close of the hearing. 

Twelve (12) entities provided comments on the 
Draft EIR/EA. The commenter’s consisted of: 

� Long Beach Department of Oil and Gas  

� Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal 
Resources  

� California Department of Conservation 

� San Pedro and Peninsula Homeowners’ 
Coalition 

� DTSC 

� CDFG 

� MTA 

� Natural Resources Defense Council 

� SCAQMD 

� THUMS Long Beach Company 

� EPA 

� USCG 

4.2 PUBLIC COMMENTS AND 
RESPONDING TO COMMENTS 

The comments and concerns received from the 12 
public entities (listed in Section 4.1.2) regarding 
the 2004 Draft EIR/EA were addressed in the 
revised Draft EIR/EA. 

4.2.1 Revised Draft EIR/EA: 
February 2010 

The Revised Draft EIR/EA was approved for 
circulation to the public by the Port and Caltrans 
on January 11 and 21, respectively. A .pdf version 
of the Draft EIR/EA and a transmittal letter 
indicating the availability of the document, the 
public comment period, public hearing locations 
and times, locations that the Draft EIR/EA and 
technical studies were available for public review, 
and the address to submit public comments were 
mailed on to all agencies/persons on the project 
mailing list (see Draft EIR/EA Chapter 6) on 
February 4, 2010. The Final EIR/EA will be mailed 
to all state and federal agencies listed in Chapter 
6 and all persons/entities who commented on the 
Draft EIR/EA.  

During the public comment period, hard copies of 
the Draft EIR/EA were available for public review 
at the following locations: 

� Port of Long Beach Administration Building, 
925 Harbor Plaza, Long Beach;  

� Caltrans District 7 Office, 100 S. Main Street, 
Los Angeles; 

� The City of Long Beach, City Hall, 333 W. 
Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach; 

� Long Beach Main Library, 931 Gaffey Street, 
San Pedro; and 

� Wilmington Branch Library, 1300 N. Avalon 
Boulevard, Wilmington.  

In addition, the document was made available for 
download by the public through the Port and 
Caltrans Web sites. The revised Draft EIR/EA 
continues to be and the Final EIR/EA will be 
available for review at both: 

� http://www.polb.com/environment/docs.asp 

� http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/resources/envdocs/  
Two public hearings for the project were held at 
the following locations: 

� February 17, 2010, at 6:00 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers, Long Beach City Hall, 333 
West Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach, 
California; and  

� February 24, 2010, 6:00 p.m. at Silverado 
Park, 1545 W. 31st Street, Long Beach, 
California. 

Notices of the public hearings were published in 
the following newspapers: 

� The LA Watts Times on February 4 and 11, 
2010;  

� Latin Publication on February 4 and 11, 2010; 

� The Long Beach Press Telegram on February 
5h and 16, 2010; and  

� The Long Beach Gazette on February 11 and 
15, 2010.  

In addition, the project was featured and public 
hearing information was included in the re:Port 
community newsletter, which is mailed to every 
Long Beach mailing address (200,000+). Finally, 
the Port issued three press releases on February 
4, 17, and 23, 2010. Coverage of the project and 
public hearings was included in various 
newspapers, trade publications, and by at least 
one television news station. A copy of the 
transmittal letter, public hearing notice, press 
releases, and the re:Port are provided in Appendix 
J of the Final EIR/EA. 
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4.2.1.1 Summary of Public Comments 
Received during the Public 
Comment Period 

During the public comment period, public 
comments were received by both e-mail and 
letter. A total of 49 comments were received from 
a wide range of entities, including:  

� 3 Elected Officials 

� 1 State Government Agency 

� 2 Regional State Government Agencies 

� 2 Local Government Agencies 

� 4 Community Groups 

� 15 Industry and Business Groups; and 

� 22 Individuals 
All comments received on the Draft EIR/EA and 
responses to these comments are provided 
below. Table 4-1 provides a matrix of the 
commenters, letter ID number, and comment and 
response page numbers. 

February 17 Public Hearing Summary 
The public hearing was held at the Long Beach 
City Hall and started at 6:00 p.m. The public  
hearing format consisted of a 1-hour informal 
open house and included refreshments and 

project informational boards for public review. 
During the open house, Port, Caltrans, and Port 
consultant staff were available to answer 
questions prior to the public hearing. The open 
house was followed by a formal public hearing 
that included a project overview presentation by 
the Port, followed by an open public comment 
period. The formal public hearing was recorded by 
a court reporter and translated through a sign 
language interpreter. The Port also provided 
Spanish-language translation at the meeting. 

Seventy-two (72) people signed in at the public 
hearing, and 14 people made public comments. 
All public comments were in support of the 
project. The public hearing transcripts and 
responses to the 14 public comments are 
provided below. 

February 24 Public Hearing Summary 
The public hearing was held at Silverado Park and 
started at 6:00 p.m. The public hearing format was 
the same as described above for the February 17 
public hearing.  

One-hundred thirty-two (132) people signed in at 
the public hearing, and 21 people made public 
comments. All but two of the commenters were in 
support of the project. The public hearing 
transcripts and responses to the 21 public hearing 
comments are provided below. 

Table 4-1 
Comment and Response Matrix 

Commenter ID Comment
Page Number 

Response 
Page Number 

Elected Officials 4-6 4-200 
Laura Richardson, Congresswoman, 37th District LR(A) 4-7 – 4-11 4-201 
Warren Furutani, Assemblymember, 55th District WF(A) 4-12 4-201 
Robert Garcia, Long Beach City Council Member, 1st District RG 4-13 4-201 
State Government 4-14 4-202 
California Department of Fish and Game CDFG 4-15 4-203 
Regional Government 4-16 4-204 
Southern California Association of Governments SCAG 4-17 – 4-21 4-205 – 4-209 
South Coast Air Quality Management District SCAQMD 4-22 – 4-26 4-209 – 4-213 
Local Government 4-27 4-214 
City of Long Beach Dept. of Development Services LBDS 4-28 – 4-29 4-215 – 4-217 
Long Beach Unified School District LBUSD 4-30 – 4-48 4-218 – 4-224 
Community Groups 4-49 4-225 
Long Beach Coalition for a Safe Environment CSE 4-50 – 4-62 4-226 – 4-242 
Natural Resources Defense Council NRDC 4-63 – 4-75 4-242 – 4-261 
The Propeller Club of Los Angeles-Long Beach PCLA 4-76 4-261 
Southern California Environmental Health Sciences Center SCEHSC 4-77 – 4-89 4-261 – 4-269 
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Table 4-1 
Comment and Response Matrix 

Commenter ID Comment
Page Number 

Response 
Page Number 

Industry & Business Groups 4-90 4-270 
American Council of Engineering Companies ACEC 4-91 4-271 
Future Ports FP(B) 4-92 – 4-94 4-271 – 4-272 
Harbor Association of Industry & Commerce HAIC 4-95 4-272 
Harbor Truckers for a Sustainable Future HTFSF 4-96 4-272 
Intermodal Association of North America IANA 4-97 4-272 
Long Beach Generation LLC LBG 4-98 – 4-99 4-272 – 4-273 
Los Angeles County Business Federation LCBF 4-100 4-273 
The Los Angeles Customs Brokers & Freight Forwarders 
Association, Inc. LACB&FFA 4-101 4-273 

Mobility 21 M21 4-102 – 4-103 4-273 
National Retail Federation NRF 4-104 4-273 
Plains West Coast Terminals PWCT 4-105 – 4-106 4-274 – 4-275 
Port Petroleum PP 4-107 – 4-109 4-275 – 4-276 
Retail Industry Leaders Association RILA 4-110 – 4-112 4-276 
Southern California Edison SCE 4-113 – 4-114 4-276 
Waterfront Coalition WC 4-115 – 4-116 4-276 
Individuals 4-117 4-277 
David J. Barboza DB 4-118 4-278 
Nicole Bissonnette NB 4-119 4-278 
Mercedes Broughton MB 4-120 4-278 
Sue Castillo SC 4-121 4-278 
Robert Curtis RC 4-122 4-278 
Gerard T. Desmond GD 4-123 – 4-124 4-278 
Alexis M. Dragony AD 4-125 4-278 
Drew D 4-126 – 4-128 4-278 – 4-279 
Ken Fredrickson KF(A) 4-129 4-279 
Jane Kelleher JK 4-130 4-279 – 4-280 
Michael J. Meichtry MMei 4-131 4-280 
Jessica Mickelson JMi 4-132 4-280 
Ted J. Olson TO 4-133 4-280 
Andrew Reed AR 4-134 – 4-135 4-280 
Tony Rivera TR 4-136 4-280 – 4-281 
Ron Smith RS 4-137 4-281 
Bruce D. Sutherland BS 4-138 4-281 
Amy Tingirides AT 4-139 4-281 
Marie Trotter MT 4-140 4-281 
Jack Volkov III JV 4-141 4-281 
Brian Wolfe BW 4-142 4-281 – 4-282 
Kumars Zandparsa KZ 4-143 4-282 
Public Hearing Comments – February 17, 2010  4-144 4-283 
On behalf of Assembly Member Bonnie Lowenthal BL 4-149 4-284 
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Table 4-1 
Comment and Response Matrix 

Commenter ID Comment
Page Number 

Response 
Page Number 

Geraldine Knatz POLA 4-149 – 4-150 4-284 
International Longshore and Warehouse Union Local 63 ILWUL63 4-150 4-284 
LA, Orange County Building and Construction Trades 
Council LA/OCBCTC 4-150 – 4-151 4-284 

Michael Larison ML 4-151 4-284 
Foreign Trade Association of Southern California FTASC 4-151 4-284 
LA County Chapter - ACEC LACACEC 4-151 – 4-152 4-284 
Mark Jurisic MJ 4-152 4-284 
Painters and Allied Trades District Council 36 PATDC36(A) 4-152 4-284 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Los Angeles IBEWLA 4-152 4-284 
Pacific Merchant Shipping Association PMSA 4-152 – 4-153 4-284 
Jane Templin JTe 4-153 4-285 
Butterfield Communications BCOM 4-153 4-285 
Propeller Club PCLALB 4-153 – 4-154 4-285 
Public Hearing Comments – February 24, 2010  4-155 4-286 
Statement on behalf of Congresswoman Laura Richardson LR(B) 4-168 – 4-173 4-287 
Statement on behalf of Assemblyman Warren Furutani WF(B) 4-174 4-287 
Bartlett Patton BP 4-174 – 4-175 4-287 
Anthony Wayne Ford AF 4-175 4-287 
John Schafer JSc 4-176 – 4-177 4-287 
Painters and Allied Trades PATDC36(B) 4-177 – 4-178 4-287 
Jesse Marquez JMa 4-179 – 4-180 4-287 – 4-288 
Mark Mendonga MMe 4-180 – 4-181 4-288 
International Operating Engineers Local 12 IOE12 4-181 4-288 
Future Ports FP(B) 4-181 – 4-182 4-288 
Simi McMoore SM 4-182 4-288 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 11 IBEW11 4-183 – 4-184 4-288 
Tyrone Taaga TT 4-184 4-288 
Davis Teofilo DT 4-185 4-288 
Future Ports FP(C ) 4-185 – 4-188 4-288 
Ken Fredrickson KF(B) 4-188 – 4-189 4-288 
John Sommers JSo 4-189 – 4-191 4-288 – 4-289 
John Taleifi JTa 4-191 – 4-192 4-289 
Thor Carlson TC 4-192 – 4-193 4-289 
Ms. Salera S 4-193 – 4-195 4-289 
Gary Anderson GA 4-195 4-290 

 

4.3  COMMENTS ON DRAFT EIR/EA AND PUBLIC HEARING TRANSCRIPTS   
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