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BILL NO. 8-2062 
ORDINANCE NO. CS 807 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF ATWATER ADDING CHAPTEB.-.8w30. TO 

. .  

T H E  A T W A T E R  M-UN.1:XXPA.L. C O D E  
ESTABLISHING REGULATIONS REGARDING 
ABANDONED SROPPlNG.CART.9 

i 

1 
The City Council of the City of Atwatw does hereby ordain: 

SECTION 1: Thai Chaprer 8.30regarding abandonedshopping,c.~sishereby added to the Afwatw 
Municipal Code as follows: 

! 
"Chapter 8.30 j 

s H o P n &  cmr A B m h O N m N T  

Sections: 

8.30.010 
8.30.020 
8.30.030 
8.30.040 
830.050 
8.30.060 
8.30.070 
8.30.080 

8.30.010 

j 
Definitions. ! 

Notice of Posting. 
Removal From Shopping Establishmeni-ProhTbited. 
Abandonment Prohibited. 
Possession Prohibited. 
Mandotory Plan to Prevent Cart Removrl/Evaluatiou Report 
Abandoned Carts. 
Violation. 

Definitions. 
. .  

......................... .... As used in this chapter: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

A. Street. A street, avenue, road, alley, lane, highway, boulevardi:concourse;.drivs~. :::::-. = = Y .  :=i:' 
".-. '. culveq cross walk, sidewalk, park, parking lot, parking area, and place used by the general pub l i c  ' '. . 
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B. 

C. 

D. 

Person. Any person, corporation. partnership, association, joint stock company, and 
other entity capable of being sued. 

Cart. A basket which is mounted on wheels or a simila device generally used in a 
retail establishment by a customer fox the purpose of transporting-goods-ofany kind. 

Abandoned Cart. Any cart that has been removed without written consent of the 
owner of the cart from the premises of the business establishment.whicfi.owns the.cart, regarcttess 
of whether it has been left on either private or public property. This provision shall not apply to C~FLL 

that are removed for purposes of repair or maintenance. 
Owner. A persorrorbusiness establishment owning.or using s hopping carts.ii~ 

connection with its business. 

830.020 Notice of Posting. 

E. 

There shall be posted by the owner of any retail establishment furnishing a parking area.anb' 
shopping carts or laundry carts for its customers, prominently and conspicuously, a notice in 
sfibstantially the following form: "REMOVAL OF SHOPPING CARTS (ORLAUNDRY CARTS, 
IF APPLICABLE), FROM THESE PREMEiES.lS.PROHIBITED .BY LAW (AMC CIIAPVR 
830) AND WILL SUBJECT THE VIOLATOR TO A MAXIMUM FINE OF %100.00." 

830.030 Removal From Shopping EstnbUshment.Frohibitqd. 

: It shall be unlawful for any person exceprthe o w - o f  the'cart'or the owner's agelrt-tw 
remove the cart from the premises of the business that owns or rightfully possesses the cart. 

820.040 Abitndonment Prohibited. . .  

It shall be ~ l ~ w f u l  for any person, or an agent thenof;tuleave m p m i t  to be left, any cart 
either owned by himher or in hishier possession, custody or control, upon any sidewalk, street, or 
o&er public place, or upon any private property, except that.of.the.o.wer-oEsuch Icart. 

8.30.050 Possession Prohibited. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, or a11 agent thereof;tubeinEussessionof any cart white 
that cah i s  not located on the premises or parking lot of a retail establishment without the express 
witten consent of the owner of the cart. 

8.30.060 Mandatory Plan to Prevent Cnrt Removzt/Evaluation Repqt. 

' Every owner who allows or intends to allow theuseof cam outside the building of a business 
. . . -. . . , .. . . ,. 

shall develop and implement a specific plan to prevent customers From removing -ca.rts-froni"the"~ '.''.'.'.; '." "''.''''~' 
:::i ::::::: i<i:i_l: i<-:i.: ~~. . . i . 7  i i! __._ ... z. . : i . . - . - - - .  .. .. .. 

A. Notice to Customera. Wrinen notification shall be provideid to customemthat- . - .  ,..'.' . .. ,.' 

b~inesspremises. Tha plan musf includethe fol,owingelemen~~~..  .::e:::;.,-,. . ,  .,~.,. .,. =- ~. ..I I- 
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removal of cans from the premises and parking rots is prohibited%d.a v.ioladon-of state.and.loca1 
law. This notice may be provided in the form of flyers, warnings on shopping bags, or any form of 
*itten notification that will effectively notify customers of the prohibition;... 

B. Signs. Signs shall be placed in pertinent p1aces.a required by Section 8.30.029. 
: C. Mandatory Cart Retrieval. In addition to the above provisions, an owner must 

provide to and have approved by the City, a plawto-provide for retrieval.ofabandoned m s  b y i r  
employees, or have entered into a contract for cart retrieval services that is approved by the City. 

8:30.070 Abandoned Carts. 

A. Notification f o r  Retrieval o f  Abandoned Carts. The City shall notify the o.wDer 
of any abandoned carts owned or used by the business establishment that have been located within 
the City. The owner shall have three (3) days from the date the.natificahais-given to reRievethe 
carts fmm the specified location. The City shall keep a record of notifications for retrieval of 
abandoned carts for purposes of determining the eff~tivenessof-.rfieplrmsto-pt the removal 
oicarts. 

Administrative Costs and Fines. Any owner that fails tvretrieve its abandoned 
cart(s) after receiving the three (3) day notice by the City, shall pay the City's administrative costs 
for retrieving the cart(s) and providing the notification tb tIie owner. Siuch6osts shall be s t  f a th  
ini a Resolution establishing fees and charges for various municipal services. Any owner that fails 
t i  retrieve abandoned cmt(s) within Wee (3) days shall be subject to a Fifty.Do€llar.~~~O;OO}.f~ fer 
each occurrence in excess of three during a specified six (6) month period. An occurrence inclyes 
all carts owned by the owner that are impounded by the City in a one ( 1 )  day period. 

C. Alternative Provisions Regarding Retrieval:.:. 'of:.' Ahnihdoned.Cartp. 
Notwithstanding Section 8.30.070A, the City may impound an abandoned cart without providing the 
three (3) day notice, provided that the.owner is provided w i t h - . a ~ l . . o o b o e . ~ ~ ~ . ~ e n ~ - f o ~ ~ ~  
h h s  following the impound and the.notica.informs the.owners asto tbc ba t ion  where the cart may 
be claimed. Any car! reclaimed by the owner within three (3) business days following the date of 
actual notice shall be released to zhe owner without .charge;. Any cart not redaimed by the owner- 
within three (3) business days following actual notice shall be subject to the fees and penalties set 
fdrth in Section 8.30.070 B. 

Disposition of Carts After Thirty-Days;- Anr'cart not .reclaimed .fimm.theCity 
within thirty (30) days d e r  notification to the owner shall be sold or otherwise disposed on by the 

: B. 

D. 

City. 

8.30.080 Violation. 

A violation of this chapter shall constitute m.inf~ctiolT~ishablc'oylaw and subjec tb  
fine." 
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SECTION 2:  This ordinance sKdl'takc effect and.be in force thiny (30) days after the date of  its 
passage and the City Clerk shall certify to the adoptiorroftliis ordinance andshiill cause fhe.~- 
to be published in the Atwater Signal within fifteen (1 5 )  days horn the, adoption hereof. 

INTRODUCED: August 12,2002 
ADOPTED: August 26,2002 
'4im.S: Abercrombie, Frago, Krotik, RiveroJrevilio 
HOES: None 
&SENT: None 

APPRO.VED 

ATTEST: 


