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June 15, 2004

HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
City of Long Beach
California

SUBJECT: Ordinance Extending Pilot Program Permitting Beach Access for Dogs
(District 3)

DISCUSSION

The Dog Zone pilot program was implemented on August 1, 2003 with the stated
purpose of providing City staff and officials the opportunity to assess the potential for
permanent beach access for dogs. The Dog Zone has proven to be very popular and a
great many residents and visitors have expressed their appreciation for the opportunity
to recreate with their dogs. However, the Dog Zone has not been free of issues. These
include:

= Some residents have expressed their concems about the health risks associated
with dog waste, and the potential interaction of unleashed dogs with other beach
users, particularly children.

= There have been several reported incidents. These include several occurrences
of dogs chasing (or aggressively approaching) joggers and pedestrians, a bicycle
accident caused by an unleashed dog crossing the beach bike path, and a small
dog being injured by a large dog.

» Some dog owners are choosing not to follow the rules. Frequently observed
infractions include dogs on the beach in areas outside of the Dog Zone and its
defined access corridor, dogs being let off their leashes before reaching the Dog
Zone, dog owners with more than one dog, and dogs that are not under the voice
control of their owners.

» There has been a relatively low degree of participation in the Dog Zone
Ambassador (Volunteer) Program.

The ordinance authorizing the one-year Dog Zone pilot program will expire on July 31,
2004. Staff recommends that the pilot program be extended for three additional months
to allow the program to continue through the summer, and to provide staff additional
time to complete the evaluation process. The Marine Advisory Commission expressed
support for the three-month extension at its May 13, 2004 meeting. Since the existing
ordinance is time specific, an amendment is required to extend the term of the pilot
program.

“We create and enhance the quality of life through people, places, programs and parinerships”
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This letter was reviewed by Deputy City Attorney Charles Parkin and Budget Manager
Michael A. Killebrew on June 3, 2004.

TIMING CONSIDERATIONS

City Council adoption of the amended ordinance is requested at the June 15, 2004
meeting to allow the extension of “Dog Zone” pilot program for the period of three
months beginning August 1, 2004.

FISCAL IMPACT

By

There is no fiscal impact associated with the‘requested action.
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL:

Declare the Ordinance read the first time and laid over to the next regular
meeting of the City Council for final reading.

Respectfully submitted,
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PHIL T. HESTER
DIRECTOR OF PARKS, RECREATION AND MARINE
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GERALD R. MILLER
CITY MANAGER




