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ACTION. SPORTS, KID:

| LONG BEACH

MISSION

“Action Sports Kids Foundation” is dedicated to
promoting Youth Activities as an alternative to the streets
and gangs. We support skate parks as one alternative for
all youth and encourage kids to engage in the community

process to design, build, and maintain them. Our goal is
to build strong, healthy, confident kids through sports and
to provide safe environments for them to grow. Our
partnerships with other Youth Programs in the community
help promote our beliefs in Family, Friends, Fun and the
Freedom to Ride.




2011 CALENDAR

June 3 - Jefferson Middle School Awards
June 11 — Skateside Contest, Westside Church
June 12 = Autism for Long Beach, Cherry Park

June 25 = 2 Wheels Unite Skate/BMX contest
Mike Green Skate Park

July 9 = Cherry Park Skate Jam BBQ?
Aug 13 = Movie on the Beach, Cherry Park Bluff?

Aug 20 - Long Beach Skate Park Jam
Houghton Skate Park
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ASK Long Beach Awards 56 Skateboards To
Students

'y Cristina De Leon-Menjivar
Staff Writer | Posted: Wednesday, June 8,2011 12:52 pm

The challenge presented to eighth graders at Jefferson Middle School was simple: write a short
essay about what the city can do to improve neighborhoods. Two students would each win the grand
prize of a new Tony Hawk skateboard thanks to Action Sports Kids (ASK) Long Beach.

“We wanted essays unscripted, straight from the heart,” said Mike Donelon, founder of ASK Long
Beach, a nonprofit organization that works to promote youth activities as an alternative to the streets
and gangs.

Of all the students, 56 chose to participate.

Christopher Cuevas, 15, said he entered the contest because his mother could not afford to buy him
a skateboard. Cuevas said he wrote that the city should invest in sports, skate parks and activities for
youth.

“If kids are into sports, our neighborhoods are safer,” he said.

- Donelon and his team said they organized the essay contest at Jefferson Middle School in an effort
.0 learn about the youth they serve and get them to think about getting involved themselves, he said.

During the judging process, though, Donelon said they could not pick a winner.
“The essays were so touching and moving,” Donelon said. “Every single one of us was crying.”

Some of the topics students wrote about included their neighborhood’s gang problems, poor living
conditions and a lack of activities and places to skate. Most of the students said they agreed that skate
parks would help to eradicate some of the social problems that plague their neighborhoods.

These reasons, Donelon said, are the reason he founded ASK Long Beach in 1998. Since that time,
ASK Long Beach has invested in youth sports activities by helping to create six skate parks throughout
the city. Some of the parks that have skate parks are El Dorado, Houghton, Cherry and Silverado.

In addition to the city’s Department of Parks, Recreation and Marine, the group also partners with
the Tony Hawk Foundation. Currently, the organization is working with the city to build another two
facilities by the end of the year, which includes a 9,800-square-foot skate park at McBride Park.

“We like to engage kids in the community as an alternative to the streets, and so far it has been
“10wn to be very effective as a gang prevention program,” Donelon said.

In addition to promoting skate parks, ASK Long Beach involves itself in the community by working
with other community groups and schools, which is how the essay contest at Jefferson Middle School



was created.

The essay contest was the first of its kind for ASK, and Donelon said that it is something the
- ~rganization is looking to continue into the future. He also added that the essays would be bound and
presented to the mayor and city council.

At an award ceremony last Friday, ASK and school officials gathered the 56 students to present the
skateboards to the two winners. Little did they know, however, that thanks to a donation of $5,000
from the Long Beach Convention & Visitors Bureau, all of them would be awarded a new skateboard.

The students gasped with surprise and awe when they learned the news.
Yesenia Carrillo, 15, said she was happy to receive a skateboard.
‘“Now, my brother can finally teach me how to skate,” she said.

For more information about ASK Long Beach, visit its Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/asklongbeach.



Marisela Moreno
P.O. Box 41334

Long Beach, CA 90853

Dear Mr. Donelon:

I wanted to write an eloquent letter to detail the effect you had at Jefferson Leadership
Academies and the Class of 2011, but words can’t even begin to express the impact you had on -
them. These 8" graders are having a tremendous year and they don’t even know it, yet. As
they mature and they experience the skateparks in Long Beach which you are putting in place
hopefully they will remember the “Skateboard and Skate Park Guy” and have a hint of a memory
from the afternoon you spent with them. Iknow I will.

Enclosed please find the original, uncut, uncensored letters written to you in hopes you will be a

- voice, an advocate, and a friend to middle schoolers, especially those at Jefferson. It is our

desire to work with you in the future and be a facility for you to bring skating events (o us.
Please consider-how we can partner together in the years to come as we will be watching the
skate parks you are establishing throughout all of Long Beach, California.

YOU have a home at Jefferson, specifically, you have a home with all the students in Room?254.
Pick us a winner for the best essays. I think there should be a recognition day. We can discuss
this at a later date.

Good luck with all of your projects!!!! Congratulations on all your hard work.

C‘hanks,

Marisela Moteno



Ve M Uhnel@n

U vy neme 5 Midnae) fn

Awe @v\ TQM()\Q o Banem , v mLF NS
SO L Im ok Yok emgrt \c& T m\d\ %M
\owb\%m\n el %MC 4\\\@\ 0 ch

Lo enenie T e on TeBe o A<\0€
S0P 15 on WM dne 6Y eleed
oS do Cof G Me 5 Ml otV pou
Co\d Mohe Mot T Wroe) Rk & vy

i Mok QO\SB wov X \V\YW Loy COG\G

A (}X‘}b YA el \S)Q Cood b
Sone NG 9 \\6\O cove Ninere ol cm\o>
X N(U oS,

T e Deox o AN b@ W
A \p\\\ & Vm\\b Wi Yo winm Sz\\alr 6@}{595@

oy Cor O ad e b\he‘
e y




HC\\O mr. DOr\ﬁ\Or\/ Fcb\)‘gq'(-us_zh‘f.;w?%‘:

As a dold in the Unmided Siatec of Rmer‘\w)\ be'\leve that
v crldren or cenacers o olnaterer v povd bke Yo call
Vs )c;\ﬁsﬁ,wa .5@)%%%’\“’\(5 better for ooy (;()l\'\ma;?\iir\,i ke o
brand new gka%ﬁ?m%ﬁ hat everuone can  vie Yo  skare in. Please,
A least Sef)me%%m@ that we can use 1o get away {rom
all of  dhe Prdb\ems Yhat  we have.fou know s Yrue
that  everyone has A problera  Yhat we Aare exthev ‘HF\{\(\C}
jo deal withor JvS\' haven'y got tern  over  wibh
yel. ot anyways 1f you do this one favor for

Al of  Hhe Youna wmature  adults , Yoy dony  know

how thankful  we will be <o please ; 4rink of

Yne  cnldten and  our needs, So \)\ea\r\)p ease do Yhis
for we and i you do, thankyou very much | appreciate it

with  al oy \neavy.

201+ wat‘ amd. Q,gc%mg:%)
Yuetle Gomes

Ps. U am oan ¢

Jetfercon Veadershg Acade miec wobach o
3 o )
\ocaked on g anol  tuchd. Thank qov for

r
cj‘(&’m\@ Sl‘uc}ve%’ﬁ CY oW

hearine Yy Nowee | appreciate Ahak



Dear Mr. Donelon

My name is Alfredo Madrigal I love to use my skateboard it is fun to use your
skateboard you can do a lot of stuff with your bike. I live on 2225 east 10" street. I have
lived in Long Beach for 14 years. Long Beach is a wonderful place to live you can go to
the beach you can see the Queen marry and the Pacific Ocean. In Long Beach there is so
many birds at the Ocean. At the after noon at the sunset it is beautiful you can see the city
red it is wonderful. But Long Beach need more stuff like more bike routes. Long Beach
needs more teachers and more supplies. Long Beach needs more officers there is a lot of
trouble and we are a big city. | want to be an officer. I live with people that take your
stuff. I want to have a skate park so I can use my skateboard I want to use it so badly.
When 1 was moving in I had my skateboard token I was upset. I feel happy when some
one is playing with me. I feel sad when I get picked on other kids. Thank you for reading

my letter and if you could make a skateboard I would be pleased.

Sincerely,

Allpeda Madnigal
Vet Madoigas
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Long Beach

Hi Mr. Mike Donelon my name is Martin Arzola and I am 14
years old. I live in 1530 Junipero Ave. Long Beach Cal. and I go to
school at Jefferson Leadership Academies. I have been living in
long beach for 11 years and I think is a great place to live because
we have a lot of good people, and we have a beach close by.
However, it can be a better city if u read my idea and make it
happen.

Mr. Mike Donelon I have an idea to make Long Beach a
great city. You should put more in the street because the biggest
problem in Long Beach is GANG VIOLENCE. You put more
police because I am tired of seeing do many innocent people dead.
I also want to see more police in the street because I don’t want to
see any of my friends killed by Gang Members. I lost a family
member because of Gang Violence his name was Jonathan
Cordova you guys might have heard of him because he came out in

the news. I also don’t want any family to suffer as much as our
family had to suffer.

Thank you for reading my idea and I hop you liked it. I
would really appreciate if you make my idea happen so that every
person in Long Beach could live a better life in this great city.

Sincerely
Martin Aerzola
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Dear Mr.Donelon,

Many of my friends are skateboarders and they always wanted a big
skatepark cause they would think it will be cool. I think it will be a good
investment if u make a big skatepark because it will get kids out of trouble , they
won't do drugs, and will get better grades in school. | don’t skateboard but | love
watching it its cool and fun my favorite skateboarder is Andrew Renolds, | like
when he olies over stairs and big stuff. But if you make a big skatepark many
people will look up to you and will make basketball courts, football fields and ect.

From, Adorian Marcano



Dear Mr. Dunnellon,

My name is Karen Orozco I attend Jefferson leadership Academy, I am 14 years old, and
live on Stanley and PCH. I have grown up in Long Beach my whole life and have seen many
improvements over the years. Yet, it lacks the necessary steps to over all make Long Beach a
better place. Long Beach needs more social places for us kids to interact with one another. Yes
there are plenty parks all around Long Beach, but not too many where you are allowed to
skateboard. There are many places where skate boarding is not allowed, kids get in trouble for
skating or loitering. Long Beach needs more skate parks and public places four kids to hang out
in. I appreciate the time taken to read this and hope to oﬁe day see a change in our community.
Thank you

Sincerely, Karen Orozco



DQ‘QIF MT i DOV\Q}\O ™ ]

T O B4l MA\" ‘:‘»:\: "9( y T *«J"} 3 . ?\" Cf\‘ ™ :;,a 8. O’\
P 3 A
and T any o ‘oo y e Tlye loeen in bonme Bea o

. et
%Q\X ‘f‘f\w}j Ve, L have ﬂ\\m«r«ﬁ? so 2ol o Xhory

4 §
O 3 .
LAYy B

[ASSGTS 7
%e ahe ‘.’\. .

& TR AT D e s i

P Ve g e b
SKO\"\‘{’/ %’9@%( 5 B e e X

L CO W v AT E dnte e ‘(JQO'@ £ Npovs \WLWE
e W

S Y - . N e A
vl cen ot SROARTT) MeSh of almevn jiagh

i i
wd . o

S\(\Ov\ < SR S At e, g .
Fney  eon L PATS RRRCIVES

Yo )v\r\e«:x afe

—‘L{:)

3 -

ey 2 e oo Ao SkRat? canma

cal\

.

heave bikes o

A ,;.\f\u SD, \VZaa

w5 afe »%;@r

Y ‘/‘\QPQ ,*,rh/. s b

&

fovr oy \mamk <

! i
Since ERNY

LS

Pﬁﬂﬁ"ﬂégw v Py
Cro v 0



&

L\@( N ANE

.

+€@\(m ,4 ‘

\ Ok ;w \\M SN
- kY . |

Lo Vet e ok % \ ~ .
QAL Ve 2 ¢ | C\OW - \(\(\U\(\Q\) j§\1("\ v U g(\,‘{
A Oy N S . ;
\ OO\V 3(’\ N Ok \{“\*‘ OO DU

oA J000

Rty ,,.»\\Q ?\:\" \}, Wy
SN




e,

Ve Mo Vo, !

w"\» \(V e %.ga-r-év\ é/’ s e & ‘ Fn‘g :\ o .\ ' ' it “} ‘[v’ [ f:j"‘;‘jv‘ww‘m m('é’/ Q"‘a
L - .

[ i %’i ‘((}F i’)é\ﬁ.’)— 3“ Q/'t"""VL,: C’):»'a"q”\(’f— &% “;n.c:.(‘ Ll S ‘:3 £ O L’* A }} g . ﬁ;\ éj(

. : £ i b T
@ 5 } giuﬁmc%“" L SR R S} 7 2 AN .SL~ A e

3

'

o1
M7 oedKe o

i
L e g

)

s

% 4 :
Pasiatits

&, o .~
Mo &g -




DQG\‘("’ M‘(‘ ' b()%"’e{iiﬂe‘)

. i ! i
/ V} F L
/\/\\/ S{" O\Vy } g(jl}'y}}/y‘m Ao l’ ‘(F A {—g }-’”; 3 3{79%(‘?(/{)?#’ ng ; (?’Q{IJ , TU
th § f ‘; é \' { ; :E/‘ / %» "A'
(\(bju }/ mf“' /H ‘“M/ H5 ly ! é'm” letter & o (“o "}G f(‘?j%"i' aL0v
el : A {

e bk od o e by T
¥O Lﬂfﬂf

i

i

/

_) Iy‘irxswﬂu\/ .
A
iy

C )
o Gy /Y

f N

!



(Aodav) 24 el
MUY Darie 15 Yesus Joar &z O\ﬂd (jajh‘?

o0 hings %@%@\\ j J”C ANk YoUSrould
e Arec Skaking egunnien Ao SAuderts
IO \J&)\@W\f\” Wy ’\“W COTmiv Mﬂ\\’“j chyd ard

Winere Llae, ‘{’or ,,f)w > SIS )r\ e-can
o =0 e bag 1 ot ] %\m@“j Can P e
PlortS (/\J \\ﬁgjb{f‘“ H Eyor i, \\& ‘:)vﬁw N 0

6@% W’ b zS/ /@ T hm, 121 m%’*f\@m

lOJr o D0 j/j J TR \9, AO
j /e V\P\MP\J ¥ W“\ """ NEgs! v\ @*\\M/\m\ \
P “ \)@(\ A Ao j\ { \j\\} J j}( Ve O j

ovncent,
IS NONGE2



SATAT iR T
(‘}r - \
*,

U

O v

|

( qémﬁm

R



0ug irfpefy
?1/7‘ /f/

ot { HRHP Y / * ,"! ‘ o
(w 70 w (Tf puT + W o

tf’.',,qﬁ/1 ? /‘ /} Y [j . ) {,, O p f{a?
) )<'@ Wmu One lagt thing |

!7/;;;’;”“; ’/2‘,’,) 1% kf‘) PN SV e ey g f ;

A

LA : H i



H AL

oo Matzo &)

) - L
P Y i N >.~ A
Vi % / el
b P Pk

oo Cree oo Swonel AT D 0 e e 00

SO0, ecnole AL INe D Lo oy

TN
——
I




2 o Sow
Pewtod /32
Te\o \J\C“("\‘Bw 1Ax

DQO\W me. Dope o,

l\/\\’) Nome \S 2o and L Say  \WR S 1A
Rave Skede  Peariss " \OY\ED%QO\C\\ el My '\r\‘\a\'m\\

Ceosom o Yhay i Skeaer v\ Play in one Place
“W‘\ S\ees of W\cass\vxfj wp Prwved P(‘Q\PQ‘{“.\\;‘ oY

V\u\r)\'\‘rxg AWRSWR S Ployine i ARRL Sy (r@d, Turthe cmore

Q20Ple dowsnd Make & Qang Kieawe Skea® CrwW
;onr\s ans ond oN Pulbiie «aan Dfolorly R

WP OAre O Swendkes o Pro\oa\\l 5@{5 N Alenl
QroPeern( . My Mot TGN CARA  Fresom 1S Mol %o
\r\l\r\‘(\r\ Vo Prey v e Skede Parw yon otk
'Fc?l( By o TOWR OF \Wod ’j\; weand  feal \3\9

{%x\mxz Parvt Se av ARe Queases  can Rley

M Ao HelNrer arnd 23 Chae\lanige( §, AR (RGO
\mfesy N Wen™ Mg AR o S Povr = \ 2

B Rroua =R eyl Qorn RN Troe RSN Ny o
AL SSARRA AN @D TNad O% Ol ke kel
N DS Qe AN E Taererd,

%‘\ DCrye\V ‘ -
2@‘( gou\



Blowca, Veids m
W@}fl

A O@Z/

Hé mi.\f noine. 15 Bloila

cach W StLowis

and Lot I bein §¥eng iq ltong keach owed sl Ry 32700 1oweS§ bofd.I Wed thiging

thod V€ YOu Quys Can maxe oo Stapafc (off The L widS A Give b Eler Skate osk,
50 ey wowy Leel 1204 o0 awosy ov fhe ovlen wied foel WL ovr albendy becanie dhivr perdv

q , . : 5 7 L T TN y
Aonpdtd . Al dnd (80 ALOm th A0 ol (AEe -?Oﬂ« Wt SNEE Fonn Aoy A maybe (L

e h ‘
CKAS wlhand  ordiESdak A
o es S Bl Q' EN

QNG rmpie Nl e Sab € pAfk ey 10 Fpaw Akt Sevacpodt doze,_cade i Alge b ”Fiﬂ y 2 gk

bemyse e Qefants Conldfnd Agrs ! of e 6 &x

oA _olweNs e st Yliel laeafd S ANl pokady Lo

+

e w”ﬁff Lo Ao oldar Rl

Yoo gus-can do o Play gloond fof Ahe VAR WidD Gwd o Sfan
T vofe ed hbed e gatogfofh e made yor AWnic akOuh {hr ®lo dl Thank fou
fof Bading what | bhad 1054 P ,

i




Qesvedower  Cuenved S
WEr A
2-22-\\

Dear? Do Ve 0N

Todet) W Long Beach et oeen alp} o€ Chivnes .
mMost of the ctivivals are vnder [BeSo we need 4

SO\UH oM. K\S O WV\AS o Yevae o A0 WA \norra o ¢ %,
bor U Exer ok ety 90 O wortndy ondl Xwey

PO X0 S\ee

The SKedeuk con ke a SEWNON Tow COv i S,
one wasovy NS "\Y\fﬁ);xr A€ A *13\/\“\'?' VNEe 5 Ve e G (NN
LU et s pawhere Ao Skade Lo Xve) wdacy 5O

A worie cfwnes, AVSa e WO Do are, W
Yguvse  con Ve WO g\c,‘-’\{\\}@. c:\\l\EB &0 Ok}\fi\ S 0

Ao SPer, VSO T\ e, SaNe R0 A\vey aye |
A\od 26 WAAT, 5o AN halls WA Je A XY Wenlie T
ANVE CEret e 6 Ve o Thod S Wovy  SKeve. [00ES
con MeNR Loy Beoth  aan e A,

Those wete Some 2oWHons G Sheode G
Mo\ e WU\ L T\e Y con e\ DS S\ 'O\fE
ANy NS FeEnagels  SAA/ N 0% O w2 5. PN
Long Reach conny e a mote beNCr  communy/
\& We WOl R MogPeNVe T oS g ovymu™\dT o)
e\ AS an SeenopE s do whad Abey  hkes ek
VS o Y0 helWl vre A Sy ot ¢ Y Ag

Dol Vou FOC \we W
oG ead \n,

SW e/ g ORibkoVe
Coeva S



2-23-11
Déar, Mr.Doiielon

Hello, my name is Sarah Margis. How are you doing today? I live here in the
beautiful city of Long Beach C.A, right around the corner on eleventh and Raymond Ave.
I can proudly say T have lived in my home for a little more than ten years now. So the
reasot I am writitig this lettet is to not just say hello, but to explain to you my ideas on
how we can improve our beautiful, and amazing city. We need to have speed bumps
added around our city. I say this, because I have seen the need more and more everyday
down my street as I look out my screen door all the time. The reason my concern is so big
is, because 1 know that many small children live down my street, and love to run around,
but it is hard for parents to just sit back and relax when your children’s lives are endanger
of speeding vehicles while playing a nice little game of tag. Also, down my street it’s
difficult for skateboarders to skate. So most kids who enjoy boarding are unable to,
because of the bumpy sidewalks and streets. So I ask you the man with all the power to
help me and my idea make our city even more amazing then it already is. This will also
make skateboarders happier to live in Long Beach where there streets aren’t preventing
teens from doing what they do best “Skateboard”.

P.S: Thank you for your concern,
And I appreciate you caring to
Hear my opinion.

Sincerely,
Sarah Margis
8" grade Ms. Moreno 6™ period ©
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