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FACT SHEET: Rain Barrel Pilot Program





Pilot Program Kick-Off


The announcement for the Pilot will be made on Monday March 22, 2010 and information on the Rain Barrel Pilot Program will be available the same day at � HYPERLINK "http://www.sustainablelb.com" ��www.sustainablelb.com�.





Rain Barrel Benefits


Rain barrels are beneficial because rainwater can replace the use of potable water for landscaping and it can reduce stormwater pollution by capturing rain where it falls to beneficially reuse it on site.  





About the Rain Barrels 


The rain barrels are made from non-toxic, food-grade plastic and are reused containers that  stored pickles, olives and olive oil. The rain barrels are equipped with mesh netting to keep out debris and mosquitoes, a brass spigot to dispense water, and an overflow valve if the barrel becomes full.  The rain barrels will be connected to downspouts, and homeowners will have the option to have their rain barrel installed by a trained rain barrel installation specialist of the their choosing, or could opt to have their rain barrel installed by the City’s green job trainees.





Residential Installations


This Pilot will make 100 55-gallon rain barrels available to Long Beach residents at no charge through an online application process.  Applications will be processed in a first-come, first-serve basis, while supplies last.  Applicants must be Long Beach residents, be the owner of the property, agree to allow the address of the property to be part of a public list of Rain Barrel Program participants, and agree to allow a photograph of the completed installation.  The applicant’s property would also need to have existing accessible rain gutters and downspouts, and have landscaping or a garden where the rain water would be used. 





Additional City Installations


The Office of Sustainability has also identified City facilities for rain barrel installations and are working with Departments to explore installation sites.  Currently, staff is working with the library and parks locations, as both types of sites are good candidates for rain barrel installations and are heavily visited public facilities that offer visibility and an educational opportunity for water conservation through the use of rain barrels.   





Sustainable City Goals


Rain barrels are an important part of the City’s overall sustainability strategy, meeting the goals listed in the Sustainable City Action Plan, including ‘Reduce per capita use of potable water by 20% by 2020’ and ‘Facilitate the installation of rain catchment systems at 5 City facilities by 2012’.




















