
CITY OF 

Date: May 10, 2022 
NB-34 

To: Honorable Mayor Garcia and Members of the City Council 

From: Councilwoman Suely Saro, Sixth District 

Subject: Funds Transfer Request to Support the Long Beach Vesakha Day Event 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Increase appropriations in the General Fund Group in the City Manager Department by $2,000 
offset by the Sixth Council District One-Time District Priority Funds transferred from the Citywide 
Activities Department to support the Khemara Buddhikaram Buddhist Temple for the Long 
Beach Vesakha Day; and 

Decrease appropriations of the Sixth Council District One-time District Priority Funds in the 
General Fund Group in the Citywide Activities Department by $2,000 to offset a transfer to the 
City Manager Department. 

Discussion 
The city of Long Beach alone has more than a dozen Cambodian temples within its city limits, 
including many built after 1975. The Khemara Buddhikaram Buddhist Temple is the largest of 
these temples in Long Beach. This temple is registered as a 501 (c)(3) Religious Organization. 
Located on 2100 W Willow St, the land for this temple was purchased in 1988 under the 
leadership of Reverend Kong Chean1. 

The event date is May 15, 2022. Vesakha Day is a celebration that commemorates the 
Buddha's birth, enlightenment, and death, and his passing into nirvana. It is named for the 
month of May and is celebrated on the full moon, when the Buddha's mother is said to have 
given birth to him in a garden in the Himalayan foothills while en route to her parents' home. 
Vesakha is the most important holiday in the Theravada Buddhist countries of Southeast Asia, 
though its observance varies from culture to culture. In the United States, it has become the 
occasion for a common celebration that unites different Buddhist traditions and schools, Asian 
and non-Asian, immigrant and convert2 • Vesakha Day takes place the month of May which is 

1 https://www.csudh.edu/Assets/csudh-sites/anthropology/docs/esjoa%20summer%202016.pdf 
2 https://hwpi.harvard.edu/pluralismarchive/news/buddhists-celebrate-vesak 



Asian and Pacific Islander American Month. As Long Beach is committed to honoring all its 
people, and celebrating our diversity, accomplishments, and history, it is important that we take 
the time to honor and support APIA history and holidays in May. 

FISCAL IMPACT 
Due to time constraints no fiscal analysis was conducted. 

STATEMENT OF URGENCY: 
This urgent item is being submitted through supplemental agenda to allow for timely funds 
processing. 

SUGGESTED ACTION 
Approve Recommendation. 



City of Long Beach Memorandum 
Working Together to Serve 

REQUEST TO ADD AGENDA ITEM 

Date: May 10, 2022 

To: Monique De La Garza, City Clerk 

From: Councilwoman Suely Saro, Sixth District 

Subject: Request to Add Agenda Item to Council Agenda of 
May 10, 2022 

Pursuant to Municipal Code Section 2.03.070 [B], the City Councilmembers 
signing below request that the attached agenda item (due in the City Clerk 
Department by Friday, 12:00 Noon) be placed on the City Council agenda 
under New Business via the supplemental agenda. 

The agenda title/recommendation for this item reads as follows: 

Increase appropriations in the General Fund Group in the City 
Manager Department by $2,000 offset by the Sixth Council District 
One-Time District Priority Funds transferred from the Citywide 
Activities Department to support the Khemara Buddhikaram 
Buddhist Temple for the Long Beach Vesakha Day; and 

Decrease appropriations of the Sixth Council District One-time 
District Priority Funds in the General Fund Group in the Citywide 
Activities Department by $2,000 to offset a transfer to the City 
Manager Department. 

Council Authorizing Councilmember 
District 
6 Suely Saro 

9 Vice Mayor Rex Richardson 

7 Roberto Uranga 




