
Public Comment Handout - John Vargas
A small school for kids with BIG ideas

lty Extraordinary ed cation.
blic N t ltlchools o I Ion.

K-8 Dual Immersion
Spanish Language

Curriculum

Comprehensive
After School Program

Transitional
KindergarJgn

V'VA MEW CITV
JCH OL!

parubio
Public Comment Handout - John Vargas





Lena Gonzalez
Councilwoman, First District

City Long Beach

November 18, 2014

Long Beach Unified School District Board of Education:
The Honorable Diana Craighead
President, Board of Education
Long Beach Unified School District
1515 Hughes Way, 4th Floor
Long Beach, CA90810

Regarding: Renewal of the New City School Charter

Dear Honorable President Craighead:

I am writing to express my sincere support for the New City School and to request that the
Board renew the School's charter for 5 more years. The school is valuable to the students
and families of the City of Long Beach, having successfully served the downtown
neighborhood for 15 years.

As former District Deputy to then Vice Mayor Robert Garcia, I have been involved with New
City for many years and have personally visited the school campus on numerous occasions.
During my previous visits I have observed the benefits that the school offers to the
community. New City has become a community institution that is respected amongst its
neighbors. The school is located in an economically challenged region in the First district
Its presence and reputation as an institution ofknowiedge for our youth allows for our
neighborhoods and communities to raise their standards to support its students. As such,
the school has proven itself to be an asset that contributes to the sense of pride and
community to the families in the district

I urge the District to continue its partnership with the New City School, I have the utmost
confidence in the School's new leadership to continue to push the school forward towards
excellence and look forward to their continued contributions to the Long Beach
Community.

Sincerely,

) J

-;Jpoe-/!//-
CeriaGOnzaI7J1--
councilwc1 1" District

333 West Ocean Boulevard • Long Beach, California 90802
Phone 562-570-69 I 9 • Fax 562-570-6590

district! @!ongbeach.gov



VICE MAYOR
CITY OF LONG BEACH

Second COU:lc1!District
333 West Ocean Boulevard

Long Beach, CA 90802
(562) 570-6684

November 26,2014

The Honorable Diana Craighead
President, Board of Education
Long Beach Unified School District
1515 Hughes Way, 4th Floor
Long Beach, CA 90810

Dear President Craighead:

As I did in 2012, I am writing to express my support for New City School and its efforts to reach
an agreement with LBUSD to extend its charter. I am familiar with the school and its value to
the downtown community, offering students, families, residents and businesses with a focal point
of community pride. New City School has brought dynamism to this densely populated
neighborhood by engaging families and community partners that were formally uninvolved in K-
12 education and in doing so, created a spirit of cooperation and support.

I believe there is great value in LBUSD offering a choice of schools with various teaching
models since our students are not homogenous. New City School is cultivating young minds for
long-term success through problem solving, civic participation and communication across
cultures. The task of raising scores is never easy, made all the more challenging for those
teaching bilingual education, but I remain hopeful that New City School can meet your
expectations just as it has in the community.

As your former colleague, I respect the difficult choices the School Board must make on a
weekly basis to ensure a quality education for every child. I know your hearts and intentions are
always in the right place when considering the fate of schools, programs and students.

Thank you for your consideration and please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to
discuss further.

Warmly,

<iLl--
Dr. Suja Lowenthal, OPO
Vice Mayor
City of Long Beach



OUTCOMES AND PRINCIPLES OF THE NEW CITY SCHOOL, SINCE 2000

o
Reasoning and

Problem Solving

Math Logic & Knowledge
Science Logic & Knowledge
Morol Reasoning

I OUTCOME 3

Wellness

Physicol Educotion
Nutrition
Communicotion, AdvisolY

o
I OUTCOME 4 I
Society & Communit~

History/Social Science
Active Community
Participation

I OUTCOME 1

Proficiency in
English & Spanish

Read, Write, Listen, Speak
in Primary & Secondary
Language [L1 & U]

6-7-8: LAS MONTANAS

3-4-5: LA TIERRA

I TK/K-1-2: EL MAR
Taught in English: L1 English Language Arts, Math,

2nd Step/"Brain Charge, II Computers, L2 English Electives
Taught in Spanish: L1 Sl!onislrLnnguage Arts, Science, PE

Social Studies, Music, Art, Library, L2 Spanish Electives
a

I OUTCOME 5

Creative Expression
I

Art, MUSic, Droma, Dance
Creative Writing
Performances

INTELLECTUAL AUTONOMY:

TRUTH vs. UNTRUTH
THE ABILITY TO MAKE DECISIONS

PIAGET'S

y
CONSTRUCTIVISM

MORAL AUTONOMY:

RIGHT VS. WRONG

SOCIAL JUSTICE

• CRIIICAL PEDAGOGY

• ANTI-OPPRESSIVE

ENVIRONMENT

HUMANITY

• SMALL

• CARING

• FAMILY-ORIENTED

NON~COMPETITION

• MULTI-AGE

• AUTHENTIC

ASSESSMENT



METAS Y PRINCIPIOS DE LA NEW CITY SCHOOL, DESDE 2000

TK/K-1-2: EL MAR
3-4-5: LA TIERRA

6-7-8: LAS MONTANA~
Closes en ingles: lecto-escritura en ingles, Matemlitiws,

Ciencias, Asesoria, l2 electivas en ingles
Closes en espanol: lecto-escritura en espnfio], Historic, Musiw,

Eduwci6n f~iw;-Bibli tern, l2 Electivas en espofiol
Ademcis: Presentacion sen comite, ~ompamento

META 2

Razonamiento y
resolucion de problemas
Logico y conocimlento de
mote matico y ciencio,
Rozonomiento moral

META 1

Aptitud en
ingles y en espanol

Leer, escribif', escuchor y
hoblor en 10 primero y
segundo lenguo [L I y L2]a

AUTONOMfA INTELECTUAL:

LA VERDAD VS LO FALSO

n
META 3

Bienestar

Educocion fTsico
Nutrici6n
Comunicocion, Asesorlo

I META 4 I
Sociedad y comunidad

Historio y ciencios socioles
Poniopoaon en 10
comunidod

META 5

Expresion creativa

Arte, MJsico, Boile, Teotro
Escrituro creotivo
Espectaculos a

LA HABILIDAD DE TOMAR DECISIONES AUTONOM fA MORAL:

LO CORRECTO vs LO INCORRECTO

EL CON S T RUe T I V ISM 0 DE P I AGE T

JUSTICIA SOCIAL SIN RIVALIDAD

• PEDAGOGIA CRITICA

• AMBIENTE CONTRA

LA OPRESION

HUMANIDAD

• PEQUENO

• BONDADOSA

• CONEXIONES

• MULTI-EDAD

• EVALUACIONES

AUiENiICAS



6 Aspectos c1avesdel modelo Pro rama dual [DLE]de Gomez&Gomez

EImodeloOLEse requierequetodos losalumnos- independientede su idiomsmaterna- aprendenciertos
temas5610enespafiol,mientrasqueotrosseaprenden5610en ingles.[a diferendadelamayoriade losmodelos
bilinguesestilo50/50 y 90/10].

Losnitiossl puedenaprenderunamateriacaneficada,yaseaensuL1a susequndoidioma [L2], dadoel usade

estrateqiasadecuadasde ensefianzay otrasactividadesqueapoyan,enparticular,el alumnade L2enelareade
estudioscorrespondiente.

• Lasmatematicasen gradosTK-Soseenserianen inqles, mientrasquecienciase historiaseensefianenespafiol.

• EnlosgradosTK-1a seensenala lecto-escrituraenel idiomamaterna

• Enlosgrados2°-Soseensefiala lecto-escrituraen losdosidiomas

~PORQUE?DurantelosariesenNCSlosalumnosdesarrollanla coherenciadelvocabularioy ellos conceptosde las
materiasYdesarrollaransu habilidaddecomprendery comunicarseeningtesyen espstiol.

1) Materias que se aprenden en una lengua :: L1 = "Primera"lengua& L2 ="Segunda"lengua

Un anuncio de LOI esta
visible durante cada leccion:

The language of lnslruclfon
during this lesson Is:

Englih
Th$~Citykrocl lAdl~~1 ,

u;:; •••

12) Lenguaje del dia [LOD]:: lun-mler-vier => espanol & mar-jue => ingles

Anuncios de LODestan
alrededor de Ia escuela

para recordarnos
jBIENVENIDOS AMIGOS!

EI lengua]e del dla hoy es:

espaiiol

La Lengua del dia [LOD] serefierea todaslasactividadesquesealternatodoslosdias[LMV:espafiolr MJ:
inqles].EIprop6sitocentraldelLenguadeldia [LOD]eselsiguiente:
1. promoverelbilingOismo entodoelcampusy entodoslosusosdelalenguapartodoel personalde laescuela,y
2. desarrollarelvocabulario enambosidiomas,peroprincipalmenteeldesarrol!odelvocabularioenel L2detodoalumna
LaLODsedebeseguirenTK- 80 gradoy esuncomponentevitalparaeldesarrollodelvocabulariointensiva,adernasde
contenidodeaprendizaje.

Visitantes y padres: favordeadherira la lenguadeldiatantocomoseaposible.Naturalmente,si unmaestro,
padre0miembrodelacomunidadvienea laescuelay noescompetenteen laLOD,sedebeutilizarel idiomaconocido
paracomunicarse.Ellimitededetecci6nseIlevaacabo10mascoherenteposiblepartodoelpersonaldelaescuelaa
lamedidade10posible.Bajaningunacircunstanciaunadultoa unninodebeserobligadoausarelLOD.

13) EI aprendizaje en Pares bilingues 0 Grupos blllnques

Uncomponentecentraldelmodeloeslaformaci6ndegruposbilinquesparala instruccion.
Losalumnosse agrupanen pares bilingues 0 grupos bilinques paratodala instrucci6nparmateriay parla participaci6n
encentrosde ensenanzabllinques,centrosde recursosy otras actividadesde enriquecimiento.Los grupos cambiancon
regularidad,generalmentesobreunabasemensual.A 10largodelajornadaescolar,losestudiantesdominantesen inglesestan
emparejadosa engrupoconlosalumnosdominantesenespafiol.
Agrupaci6nbilinguefacilitala comprensi6nde la materiapar partedel aprendizL2,quienrecibeapoyolingUisticoyacadernico
desucompafierodehablanativa.

14) Afinaci6n de conceptos => apoyo suplementario para los alumnos durante la lecci6n
Afinaci6ndeconceptos(CR)esunaestrategiautilizadapor losmaestrosdeK-8vo gradoalfinaldecadaciciodelecci6nparaapoyara los

estudiantesdeL2respectivocontenidoy,almismotiempoelapoyoconstanterigoracademico,Enestemodelo,elobjetivocentraldeunaclase
demateriaeselaprendizajedelconcepto,mientrasqueel segundoobjetivoeseldesarrollodelalenguaenlacualel temaseensefia,

15) Enriquecimiento de vocabulario especializado [SVE] - grados 3-8
LasactividadesSVEseofrecen1vezparsemanapor20 minutosenlasc1asesdeLaTierray LasMontanas.Sonactividadesdealtointeresenla
alfabetizaci6n- enMatematicas,Ciencias,e Historia.Lametade lasactividadesdeSVEesayudara losestudiantesentransferiry!oaprenderel
conocimientodelvocabularioyaaprendidoenunidioma[LOI]al otro.

16) Centros bilinqiles de aprendizaje [K-2] y Centros billnques de investigaci6n [3-8]
Centrosbilinquesdeaprendizajeycentresbilinquesde investigaci6nsonareasinteractivasdetemasqueapoyanlasactividadesdelaprendizajedelos
alumnosdeL1YL2.

• Centros bilingOes de aprendizaje sonempJeadosdeTK-2°grado,y slguenlaLenguadeldia [LOD]

• Centros billnques de lnvestiqacion seutilizanterceroaoctavogrado,y siguenlaLenguadeinstrucci6n[LOI]
Amboscentrosdeaprendizajebilinqiley centrosbilinquesdeinvestigaci6ncontienenactividadesymateriales,tantoeninqlesy enespariol



6 Key Features of the Gomez& GomezDual Lan ua e Enrichment Model [DLE]

11) Subjects Learned in One Language at a time :: L1 ="Primary"Language& L2 = "Second"Language

TheOLEbilingualmodelrequiresthat all learners- regardlessoflanguagebackground- learncertain
subjectson&,in Spanish,whiieothersubjectsare learnedonlyin English[unlikemost50/50 and90/10 OLE
models].
Childrencanindeedlearnsubjectmattereffectivelyin eithertheirL1 or L2,giventhe useof appropriate
instructionalstrategiesandotheractivitiesthat support,in particular,the L2 learnerin the respectivesubjectarea.

• Mathematicsis learnedin English,whileScienceandSocialStudiesare learnedin Spanish.

• InTK- 1st gradeLanguageArtsis providedin child'snativelanguage

• In2nd - 8th gradestudentshavedailyLanguageArtsinstructionin both languages.
WHY?Consistencyof vocabularyandconceptualdevelopmentmeanthat overtimeallstudentswill learnthe grade-
levelsubjectcontentANDtheywilldevelopthe abilltyto understandandcommunicatein bothEnglishandSpanish.

An LOI sign is posted
during each lesson:

The !qng!llla' of Inslrv!:lion
during this I,non is:

Eglish

12) Language of the Day:: MON-WED-FRI=> Spanish & TUES-THUR=> English

LODsigns are posted
all over school as
daily reminders

jBIENVENIDOS AMIGOS!

Ellenguoje del dfo hoy es:

espofiol

Language of the Day (LOD) refersto all schoolandclassroomactivitiesnotspecificallydesignateda language
of instruction;Lao alternatesdaily(M-W-F:Spanish/ T-TH:English).Thecentralpurposeof the LaOis to:

1) promotebilingualism acrossthe campusandin all usesof languagebyallschoolstaff,and
2) developvocabulary in both languages,especiallyvocabularydevelopmentin all learners'L2

TheLao shouldbefollowedTK- 8th gradeandis avitalcomponentfor intensivevocabularydevelopmentin
additionto contentlearning.
Visitors & parents: pleaseadhereto the languageof the day as muchas possible.Natural&"if a teacher,
parentor communitymemberwhocomes to the schoolis not proficientin LOD(Spanishor English),the known
languageshouldbe usedto communicate.TheLao is implementedas consistentlyaspossiblebyall schoolstaff.
Undernocircumstancesshouldanadultor childshouldbe forcedtousethe Lao.

13) Learning in Bilingual Pairs or Bilingual Groups

Bilingualinstructionalgroupingis a centralcomponentof the OLEmodel.
Learnersaregroupedinbilingual pairs or bilingual groups for all subjectsandalsoduringbilinguallearningcenters
andotherenrichmentactivities.Thepairingchangesregularly,usuallyon a monthlybasis.Throughoutthe instructionalday,
learnersdominantin Englisharepaired/groupedwithlearnersdominantin Spanish.
Bilingualgroupingfacilitatescomprehensionof subjectareabythe L2 learner,whoreceiveslinguisticandacademic
supportfromhisor hernativespeakingpartner.

4) Conceptual Refinement => extrasupportfor studentswithinthe lessontime

ConceptualRefinement(CR)is a strategyusedbyTK-8thGradeteachersat the endof eachlessoncycleto supportL2 learnersof respective
contentwhileat thesametimesupportconsistentAcademicRigor.In thismodel,the centralgoalof a subjectarealessonisthe learningof the
concept,whilethe secondarygoalis the deveopmentof the languagethat the subjector conceptis taughtin.

15) Specialized Vocabulary Enrichment - SVE [grades 3-8]

SVEactivitiesareconductedoncea weekfor 20 minutesin LaTierraandLasMontanasclasses.Theyarehigh-interestliteracyactivities in
Math,Science,andHistory.Theyarenot listsof vocabu'aryitems.Thevocabularyenrichmentactivitiesaredesignedto helpstudentsto
transfer/learnvocabularyknowledgealreadylearnedInthe Languageof Instructionto the otherlanguage.

16) Bilingual Learning Centers and Bilingual Research Centers

BilingualLearningCentersandBilingualResearchCentersareinteractivesubject-basedlearningactivitiesthat supportL1andL2 learners.

• BilingualLearningCenters areemployedTK-2ndgradeandfollowthe Languageof the Day

• BilingualResearch Centersareused3rd-8th gradeandfollowthe Languageof Instruction.
BothBilingualLearningCentersandBilingualResearchCenterscontainactivitiesandmaterialsin bothEnglishandSpanish.



The New City School Dias Festivos

En la New City School sabemos que cada familia es diferente, y queremos reconocer y valuar
estas diferencias, especialmente en el area de creencias personales. En la New City School,
no celebramos los dias festivos de ninguna religion en particular. Adernas, no
promocionamos las creencias y costumbres de ninguna religion. Asi, todos se pueden sentir
cornodos en participar en nuestra comunidad escolar, y en asistir a las c1ases diario.

Ce1ebramos los siguientes eventos GRANDES en los cua1es todos
participan:

• Festival de la Cosecha y Mascaras ... fin de otoiio

• Una Noche para Paz y Derechos Humanos ... diciembre

• Festival del Jardin y Danza Primaveral ... principios de junio

Ce1ebramos los siguientes eventos de tamano MEDrANO en
loscua1es

•~w.;z.j~~~~o!..!.do:.~~¥.l;..w..& •

• Dr. MLI( & el Movimiento de derechos civiles ... enero

• Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta & el obrador ... marzo

• Desfile del Dia de la tierra ... abril

Adernas, festejarnos unos eventos cada ana que nada mas son de la NCS,
pero todos los quieren tanto (0mas) como los grandes eventos:

• DfA DE AGUA ... incs MOJAMOS! traen un traje de bafio, to alla,
chanclas

• DfA DEPORTIVO ... un dia de deportes y juegos
• DfA DE PlY AMAS Y LECTURA ... un dia de piyarnas, pantuflas,

etc.

Con el permiso del alumno, ce1ebramos los cumpleafios con las canciones "Happy
Birthday" y "Las Manafiitas" durante la c1ase de cora en 1a manana. Si 1a familia desea
ce1ebrar con 1a c1ase, favor de arreglarlo con la maestra con una semana de anticipacion. Si
reparten invitaciones en 1a c1ase, necesitan invitar a todos los compafieros de
c1ase. Si solamente invitan unos de la c1ase, manden las invitaciones por correo. Las
coordinadoras de oficina pueden proveer direcciones.



The New City School .. gnc[oliday Policy
hools

At The New City School we know that each family is unique, and we wish to recognize and
value our differences, particularly in the area of personal beliefs. At The New City School, we
do not celebrate the holidays of anyone religion. Further, we do not promote the beliefs or
customs of any particular religion. In this way everyone can feel comfortable in our school
community and be able to attend classes every day.

We celebrate the following BIG school-wide events in which all
participate:

• The Fall Harvest Mask Festival ... Late Fall

• An Evening for Peace & Human Rights ... December

• The Spring Music and Dance Festival ... Early June

We celebrate the following MEDIUM -SIZED school-wide
events in which most everyone participates:

• Dr. MLI( & the Civil Rights Movement '" January

• Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta & Worker Rights ... March

• The Earth Day Parade ... April

Plus, we celebrate a few events every year that are just NCS Holidays, but
everyone loves them just as much (or rnorel) as the big ones:

• WET DAY ...we all get WET; students bring swimsuit, towel,
sandals, sunscreen!

• FIELD DAY ... a day of fun sports and games
• PAJAMA READING DAY ... adayforPJs, pillows, etc

With the student's OK, Birthdays are celebrated with the songs "Happy Birthday" and "Las
mafianitas" during our morning chorus or in homeroom. If the family wishes to celebrate
with the class, please arrange an appropriate time with the teacher at least one week in
advance. If invitations are passed out in class, all classmates are to be invited. If
only some students are invited, invitations are to be sent by mail. See the Office
Coordinator for addresses.

If your child distributes Valentines in class, please send enough for all classmates.



The New City School Student-Led Conferences TK-7

Every November, March, and June we assess and report individual student
growth in our Student-Led Conferences [SLCs];SLCs are unlike traditional
parent-teacher conferences. Key features include:

Students demonstrate their thinking & skills:
Prior to meeting with the teacher, the student
& parents visit subject-specific "stations"
representing the 5 NCS outcome areas:

The student leads the conference:
The parent observes, takes notes, and
participates as directed-by the student.

• -: N.- j,,-

1. Proficiency in English and Spanish
Literacy: Listening, Speaking, Reading, & Writing

2. Reasoning and Problem Solving
Mathematics; Life, Earth & Physical Science; Moral Reasoning

3. Society & Community
History/Social Science, Field Trips & Community Action

4. Wellness
Physical Education, Emotional & Social Health/2nd Step, Advisory [gr. 6-8J

5. Creative Expression
Music, Art Dance, Drama, Creative Writing

Teachers track evidence of growth over time using the NCS Learning Record [LR].
It is a comprehensive document including scored work samples, individualized
assessments, and developmental scales. Parents also receive a detailed progress
report in November, March, and June.

If a student is Not Meeting Expectations in a core outcome area, the team sets
reasonable, measurable goals and a plan of action:

o Goals are set to make sure students reach Outcome Benchmarks for grades 2, 5,
and 7

o Evidence is collected to back up the achievement of each goal
o Parents, teacher, student may meet between SLCs to check progress

In lieu of the traditional TK-7 Student-Led Conference, students in Grade 8 [and their
parentsJ participate in 3 Committee Presentations. These are public "performances" of their
best work. Completion of the required elements and presentation of sufficient proficiency
are necessary for promotion to high school from NCS.

f~
I



Conferencias Dirigidas par el Alumno-The New Cit School

Coda noviembre, marzo y junio se evoluo el estudiante y se presenta un reporte individual
acerca de su desarrollo en los Conferencias Dirigidos por el Alumno [Student-Led
Conferences, SLC]. Los conferencios SLC no son como los conferencios tradicionales entre
padres y maestros. Sus elementos centrales incluyen:

o EI estudiante dirige 10 conferencia:
Los padres observan, toman apuntes, y
participan en 10 manero en que el alumno
dicta.

2. t 1

o Los estudiantes demuestron sus habilidades y
sus capacidad de razonar:
EI alumno y sus padres visitan 6 estaciones que
representan los cinco areas de enfoque de 10
New City School:

1. Alfabetizacion en ingles y en espaiio;
Lecto-escritura: Escuchar, Hablar, Leer, Escribir

2. Razonar y resolver problemas
Razonamiento Matem6tico, Ciencias Naturales, Tettesttes. y Fisica«, Razonamiento

Moral
3. Sociedad y comunidad

Historia y ciencias socioies. excursiones, y acci6n comunitaria
4. Bienestar

Educaci6n Fisico, Salud emocional y social/2o Paso [2nd Stepr Asesorfa gr. 6-8
5. Expresion creativa

M usica, Arte, Baile, Drama, Escritura Creativa

(., ( r
:: 1 ..,

Los maestros utilizan el Expediente de aprendizaje [Learning Record, LR] para monitorizar el
desarrollo de los alum nos en el transcurso del orio escolar. Esun documento comprensivo
que incluye asignaturas calificadas, evaluaciones individualizadas, y escalos del desarrollo.
Los padres reciben un Reporte de progreso detallado en noviembre, marzo, y junio.

Si un alumno NO ALCANZA LAS EXPECTATIVAS en un area de enfoque, el equipo fija
un plan de acci6n que incluye metas razonables que se pueden medir:
o Los metas se fijan para que losalumnos alcancen los objetivos en grados 2, 5, Y 7
o La evidencia se colecta para respaldar el cumplimiento de coda meta
o Los padres, los maestros y el estudiante pueden reunirse durante los perfodos entre

conferencias

En lugar de 10Conferencia tradicional de grados TK-7, los estudiantes en grado 8 [y sus
padres] participan en 3 Presentaciones de Comite. Son exposiciones publicos de su mejor
trabajo. Se necesita cumplir con los elementos necesarios y presentar las destrezas
suficientes para 10promoci6n de 10escuela secundaria de NCS a 10preparatoria.




