
AGENDA ITEM No. L 

CITY OF LONG BEACH 
DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

333 West Ocean Blvd., 5th Floor Long Beach, CA 90802 

February 2, 2017 

CHAIR AND PLANNING COMMISSIONERS 
City of Long Beach 
California 

RECOMMENDATION: 

(562) 570-6194 FAX (562) 570-6068 

Recommend that the City Council certify Final Program EIR 03-16; adopt the 
Proposed Land Use Element and Urban Design Element to the General Plan, 
superseding the existing adopted Land Use Element and Scenic Routes Element. 
(Citywide) 

APPLICANT: 

BACKGROUND 

City of Long Beach 
Department of Development Services 
333 West Ocean Boulevard, 5th Floor 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
Application No. 1701-01 

Over the past ten years staff has worked diligently to prepare a comprehensive update of 
the General Plan Land Use Element (LUE) and accompanying Urban Design Element 
(UDE). This major planning effort involved over one-hundred community meetings; surveys 
and research of the entire City; population, traffic and economic modeling; as well as multi­
agency review and coordination to create the plans now before the Planning Commission. 
Prior to this effort, the LUE was last updated in 1989 (Exhibit A) and the General Plan does 
not currently contain an UDE. The Scenic Routes Element (Exhibit B), which will be 
replaced by the UDE, was first adopted in 1975 and has never been updated. Due to the 
time since the prior update, this effort involved creating entirely new plans (Exhibit C and 
Exhibit D) rather than simply updating the information in the adopted documents. 

The General Plan serves as the constitution of land use for the City, it is the guiding 
document from which all zoning, regulations and discretionary decision-making flow. The 
proposed LUE and UDE (collectively "the Plan") look forward toward 2040 and provide the 
implementation path to accommodate the City's obligations for population and employment 
growth while also advancing its aspirational goals for open-space, active living, improved 
design, sustainability and overall quality of life. Unlike prior iterations of the City's General 
Plan, the proposed LUE and UDE describe areas of the City not just based on their use, 
such as residential or commercial, but in terms of their look, feel, form and function through 
what the Plan calls Place Types. Sense of place, the core concept in these Plans, provides 
a roadmap to create a sense of place both in private development and in shared public 
spaces, to establish a place for "community" to happen. The Plan strikes a balance 
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