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Rocking the boat in the marina
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Mike Lesner was looking

for a place to dock his

92-foot pleasure yacht

back in 1987, Long
Beach’s Alamitos Bay Marina was his
first choice.

A Chicago native with Midwestern
values, he says he never coveted the
Newport Beach/Marina del Rey glitz.

“I've got a lavish yacht, but I built it,”
says the glib and articulate liveaboard.

For the most part, Lesner hasn’t
regretted it. Until lately.

It all started when the city decided
luxury yachts fit the changing image of
the waterfront and began allowing over-
sized and huge commercial vessels to
dock in the state-designated “recreation-
al” areas.

Tour boats and “bed & breakfasts,”
which the city has allowed without
changing the zoning or getting permits

“1 give up fighting City Hall. They've lied and
they’re vindictive.”

Mike Lesner,
owner of damaged yacht

from the Coastal Commission, ruin
views, create a strain on parking and
invite pedestrian traffic and looky-loos.
They're also a safety hazard. :

Consider the recent incident involving
the Rusalka, a 147-foot, mega-ton yacht
docked on the end of gangway 4.

It was 11 am. Aug. 8 and Lesner was
overseeing two woodworkers on his boat
when the phone rang. It was Marine
Bureau Manager Mark Sandoval saying
there was an emergency involving the
Rusalka and he (Lesner) would have to

vacate his slip to make room for it.

“As a result of Hurricane Guillermo, a
surge condition had developed,” Lesner
says, “and the Rusalka had snapped a
piling and was in danger of breaking up
the dock.

“I refused to move because I was not
about to accept liability. The city should
have made the Rusalka move to the
middle of the bay and sit on a hook (drop
anchor).” - .

PLEASE SEE CHRISTENSEN / £2

Tom and Victoria McKemy, left, @
the city of Long Beach has begun
dock in the state-designated “recre
Alamitos Bay Marina.
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‘In the end, the city . moved
Lesner’s baat, assuming liability,
! e move, g hea\gr wind
ide and

: ﬁu’-’ring th
catight the vessel broadsj

slammed jt into the dock, causing

thousands of dollars d {
the starboarq bow. As the captain
of the Rusalka pulled into Les-
ner’s berth, he hit a cement ile
and damageq his bhoat a5 well.

- Lucky no one Was hurt. The city

bays Lesner’s damages, but that’s -

Just “half the story. The entire
mcxdent could have heep avoided.

- 1'Wo monthg before, 8 concerned
bo

director Ralph Cryder to discuss
the ‘é'm‘tabih'ty antriysafety of such
oversjzed vessels in a marin, not
eqifipped for them,
2 “He said he’d Jook into it, but we
never | him untj] | took
he” concerng to City - Counci],»
¢ . “A_fterWard, he
a letter saying the
Jocation, ‘Poses 1o

Téontacted Cryder, who put me

TENSEN: Bogg _
upset with policy 3§

Lesner ang McKemy’s gre Just
two of the nearly 100 names op g
petition being sent to the state,
which owng the maring. Not a]]
are unhappy boat owners. At Jeast
one is a cify employee, afraid to
balk on recorg for fear of retribuy-
on.

“I give up fighting City Hall,”
8ays Lesner, who also expectg the
City to retaliate, “They’ve lieq and
they’re vindictive, ” :

Dan Walsh, chjef marine science
technician fop the Coast Guard,
wouldn’t comment, except to say
he’s looking inty the incident.

Lesner could save himself o lot
of trouble by taking his boat to
another harbor, byt that’s not his
style.

“I'd rather solve the Problems
than simply walk away ” Lo says.
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Alamitos Bay Boat Owner Responds To Damaged Marina Article

Editor’s Note: This is a condensed
" version of a four-page letter sent to
us by Mike Lesner after last week’s
story about an incident in the
Alamitos Bay Marina. Lesner was
out of town at the time the story
was researched. In order fo run
other letters on other topics, and to
give. Lesner his say, we run this
separately.

Dear Mr. Saltzgaver,

In response to your recent ar-
ticle entitled “Big Yacht, Big
Hurricane Causes Marina Dam-

age,” 1 am supplying your paper

with relevant information that
should lead you to a more accu-
rate depiction of recent events
involving my yacht.

In the Press-Telegram col-
umn, I'm quoted as saying, “I
give up fighting City Hall
They’ve lied and they’re vindic-
tive.” (Mark) Sandoval (Marine
Burcau manager) offers mar-
velous examples of this in the
information he planted with
your newspaper.

In late May, Victoria McKe-
my and I visited the office of
Ralph Cryder, director of Parks,
Recreation and Marine, in an ef-
fort to alert him and the c;ES/ to
our concems about having the
Rusalka docked at the frail
gangway #4. If the city was con-
cerned about a surge condition,
it's a concern they’ve only re-
cently created. - Cryder said in

‘Our Mailbox

that meeting: “With regards to
the safety aspects of the vessel’s
current location, I am certain
that it poses no risk.”

I have not had any quarrel
with moving my vessel. What
was upsetting was that I had a
letter from Sandoval instructing
me to move my vessel on Aug.
18. The date of the accident was
Aug. 8. I was told to move im-
mediately, yet Cryder had given
his assurance in his letter that
“if there is a period of unusual
violent water and/or wind con-
ditions, the vessel’s skipper has
assured us that he will leave the
dock and anchor outside of the
bay for the duration of the foul
weather.”

. The safest place for the Rusal-
ka was in front of the Little
Ships Fleet Yacht Club? Hardly.
The Rusalka, with the most ad-
vanced bow-thrusters and navi-
gation equipment, speared one
of the pilings at the new dock.
This was predictable. The Little
Ships Fleet dock is the only ma-
rina dock that has its pilings
placed to the outside edge of the
dock.

With regard to the damage to

my vessel, Sandoval was quoted
by you saying, “There was some
damage, but it was minimal.”
Sandoval has not received any
damage estimates from me, nor

has he called me, nor has any-.

one from the Marine Bureau in-
spected my vessel.

The fact is, my 100-ton yacht
slammed broadside into the end
of the dock, with the front 10
feet from the bow stem back ab-
sorbing all of the impact. Con-
sider a Mercedes which is
struck on the right front quarter
panel by a wide object. The ex-
terior damage might appear su-
perficial or minimal. But under
examination by a qualified me-
chanic, the owner might be hor-
rified to find a bent frame.

The vessel will have to be
hauled into the yard, the dam-
aged plank and surrounding
planks inspected and changed if
necessary. Once a vessel has
been hauled into. the yard, the
bottom paint is deactivated and
must be repainted below the wa-
ter line.

My vessel has had its above-
the-water hull painted with four
coats of Sterling Linear
Polyurethane paint. This paint
kit sells for $400 a gallon.

I liken Sandoval’s comments
to those of someone who hits
your car, then says “there’s no

need to contact the insurance
company or get estimates. The
damage is minimal, so how
about 1 give you $100 and we
call it settled? Just sign here.”

My vessel haulout alone is
$1,500. A bottom job is another
$1,500. Because yard employ-
ees .must do any construction
and refastening work, the actual
cost could easily be many thou-
sands of dollars.

There is a much larger story
here — a story of many unhap-
py marina permitees. The 100
petitioners who contacted the
Coastal
sions were an eye-opener, to be

sure. But I'm confident we can
place many hundreds of signa-
tures in front of the state author-

ities who own this property and
lease it provisionally to Long
Beach.
. The city is trying hard to put a
reverse spin on the Rusalka fias-
co. Truth be known, they look
like more than idiots. They have
proven themselves to be liars
and bad politicians.

I’'m sorry I was unavailable to
speak with you last week. When

and Lands Commis- -

I returned, I felt uncomfortable
reading your story. It was to me
a thinly veiled attempt by the
city to hide from responsibility,
using your paper as camouflage.

Mike Lesner
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