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March @, 2015

Dear Mayor Garcia and Long Beach City Council Members:

I am the General Manager of the Santa Cruz @c»w%y Animal Shelter (SCCAS) and | am writing o support the

m:mc%aé@w pay/neuter ordinance you will consider this weelk.

SCCAS is the only open admission, full service animal shelter in Santa Cruz &@Miy We have two facilities

and take in approximately 6,000 animals annually. We also operate two low-cost spay/neuter clinics for

public use as part of our Planned Pethood program. Gurrently, we have a mmm long waiting list for
subsidized «xp ay/neuter appointments due to the popularity of this program

The American Kennel Club (AKC) opposes mandatory spay/neuter ordinances in order to protect their vested
mef@z«;i t the buying and selling of animals for profit. "*ﬁy perspective is quite different, and has grown out of
my work %L, the past 15 years in open admission animal shelters (including the City of Chicago Animal Care
and Control and Milwaukee Area Domestic Animal Control Commission) that deal with surplus &Wmaﬁ&
animals with O@f’"cﬁv{?& r and medical problems, animals that pose a threat to public safety and animais that ar
the product of irresponsible pet ownership,

The AKC has made numerous misrepresentations about the Santa Cruz County Animal Shelter in its
argument aqa”nsﬁ* %: & proposed spay/neuter ordinance. The AKC stales that the SCCAS’s euthanasia rates
have been "essentially flat" since 1995, As the atlached statistics de “ﬁ@m%ﬁ*‘at@, thie is inaccurate. Both our
animal intake and animal euthanasia rates have steadily decreased since 1994, the year our County’s
spay/neuter ardinance was enacled.

The AKC also coniends that Santa Cruz County mamamw spayx’wu{m ordinance has decreased our
license rv@rrp@“anw Our current license compliance is 18%, not 13% as the AKC claims. Our licensing
compliance has increased since we stepped up our community cutreach efforts and started our Planned

Pethood program in 2011, and it continues to grow.

The AKC also states %‘“aa? our shelter’s operati g osls increased due to our mandatory spay/neuter
m’d nance. ?h 5 again is information ‘ﬁ 2’ >n out of m%mi SCCAS has gone through a number of changes
nce 1995 including separating from the Santa Cruz SPCA (2002) to form a Joint Powers Authority (JPA)
&md a ,Qu mg fand and building a new shelter (2@@8‘@ All this was done m improve animal care and control
services in Santa Cruz County and to %{@@p up with a growing population. Additionally, in 2004, the City of
Watsonville joined the JPA. Watsonville is an und@smwﬁﬁ area, with a predominan Aky Hispanic population. A

large percentage of our impounded animals come from the City of Watsonville.
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Santa Cruz County's animal intake and euthanasia rates have decreased since our mandatory s wy;"% Liter
ordinance fook effect in 18 @’E, even with other variables such as adding an underserved area in 2004, the
economic recession startin g in 2008 and general px,;puaévm growth. Mai ”z«:é&wy spay/neuter is an invaluable
tool when animals end up at the sheller and when animals are causing problems in the field.

ntorced like other animal ordinances; mainly through complaints. We do not go banging on
%a ng pet's spay/neuter status. The ordinance simply provides yet another resource o use
ble pel owners as‘@d an incentive for pet owners o do the right thing.

We do not believe that removi ng an animal from an owner is an effective 1 ”%%@mgw to a failure to spay/neuter
because an owner whose animal is removed usually wil % sl mp%y @m;u ire another animal which they em%é also
n@i spay/ineuter, and the cyag e continues. Instead, the SCCAS waives or r@dm% ?ﬂs@ for pet owners h

Aot afford 1o reclaim their ani ma or 1 gz f them spay/neutered. We ralse funds specifically Srw %:%
aﬂd have secured grants 1o help with this as well. We always try 1o return the animal 1o the owner |
animal's best interest, which most Mfw time it is. We also issue "Tix-it” citations that drop all Ef“ﬁ‘ if the
awner has thelr animal spay/neutered within 30 days.

‘s’ i

ear ‘FL rescue, house and euthanize homeless animals.
Spayhneuter is Eh@ most humane and fisc ai%yﬁ p@ ble way to address pet overpopulation. Man ’zﬁ’mw
spay/neuter is a common good law. Rabies has been eliminated in this country due to mamdam;y YACCINES,
license and restraint laws, just as ps lio and small ;Di x have been eradicated thanks to public good
vaccination laws. Many | v%ﬁ; are saved each year in automebile crashes due 1o mandatory seat belt and
child @aﬁ‘@i‘f seat laws. Similarly, soci ew benefits from ¢ mymeu?e«*xf by both reducing ?j e number of unwanted
animals and also promoting h Wa! hier, behaviorally sound animals in communities.

U.B. taxpayers spend millions of dollars each

i:“’*%

Common gmd laws coupled with public education ultimately create cultural shifts and social movements that

generate long-term change. We must continue the cultural shift until x;ﬁaym@u%e is commonly accepted as an
integral part of responsible pet ownership. Changing people’s behavio e key to solving pet
overpopulation. ‘

Thank you for the opportunity 1o address mandatory spay/neuter. If you have guestions or need additional
information, please do not hesitate to contact me anvlime.

Melanie Sobel

Melanie Sobel
General Manager
Santa Cruz County Animal Shelter
2200 7th Ave

Santa Cruz, CA 95062
ph. 831-454-7203

fax. 831-454-7210
follow us on Facebook: www facehook com/scanimalshelier




