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Hughes Goes Green
Mission Statement:

Our campus has an impact on the environment. We are dedicated to reducing this impact
through waste reduction and recycling, sustainable landscape practices, litter abatement,
environmental education and community service.

Environmental Education Programs

Waste Reduction Programs

Recycling Assemblies

Campus Paper & Comingled Recycling & Auditing

Student Eco-Newsletter

Cafeteria Food Donations

Monthly Environmental Service Projects

Food Waste to Farm Program

Environmental Contests and Challenges

Terracycling — Chip Bags & Juice Pouches

Green Team Club

CRV — Plastic Bottles & Aluminum Cans

Bike Safety Training

Water-wise Landscape Program

2012-13 Waste Diverted - 33.5 Tons

CRV 2 Tons
Comingled/ Paper 23 Tons
Cardboard .7 Tons
Donated Food 2Tons
Food Waste to Farm .5Tons
Books 1 Ton
Clothing 1.6 Tons
Terracycle (Chip Bags/Juice Pouches) 190 pounds
Paper Shred 2.7 Tons
2012-13 Environmental Volunteer Hours — 1,751 Hours
Green Team Club 980 Hours
Community Service Projects 771 Hours

e Campus Work Days

e No Trash Day

e Book Drive

e Beach Clean-up

e Clothing Drive

e Community Document Shred
e Plant Sale

e Campus Can Drive




Green Ribbon Recognition at City Council
June 11, 2013

. Hughes is Big! Hughes is the largest middle school in Long Beach with 1600 students
and over 100 staff.

We have one of the most diverse school populations in the state and over 57% of our
students qualify for free or reduced rate lunches.

Within this context, our school exceeds all state academic targets.

. We Recycle! Inthe last 7 years we have diverted over 300,000 pounds -- that is 150
tons! -- of material from the waste stream.

We collect paper, cardboard, bottles and cans, chip bags and juice pouches, food scraps,
and whole food.

We also hold e-waste drives, document shreds, clothing drives, and book exchanges.

. We Landscape! We have converted 18,000 square feet of turf grass into regionally
appropriate landscape and increased the biodiversity of our campus.

We have a vegetable garden, an herb garden, a compost center, a California Friendly
garden, a native grass garden, a shade garden, a propagation garden, a labyrinth, and we
are building a water shed garden.

And all of these gardens — and all of our landscaping — is irrigated with reclaimed water.

We have even been hired by local businesses to design and install gardens.

. We Volunteer! Injust this year alone, we have given 1,800 volunteer hours to
environmental service. That is more than an hour for every student and staff person on
campus!

We have cleaned beaches, built benches, planted trees, and dug pathways. We have tiled,
sorted, weighed, and washed. We have fundraised and written grants. That is kid power!

. We Educate! We have educated our campus and our community on environmental
issues. We have made posters, and banners, and announcements. We have written
articles, held workshops, and made Youtube videos. Even the Mayor has starred in one of
our Public Service Announcement videos!



6. We Love Contests! We look for contests that will push us to expand and improve
our environmental work. We try to enter, or sponsor, eco-contests every year. This year
we won the Battle of the Schools Recycling Competition for Los Angeles County — for the
4 year in a row — by recycling more material per capita and more different kinds of
material than the other schools.

7. We Appreciate The City’s Support! Since we are here before the City Council,
we thought it would be a great opportunity to thank you for your support —and the
support the City’s Environmental Services Bureau. We could not have gotten where we
are without their support, especially from Lisa Harris in particular.

Environmental Services has provided us with 2 small recycle bins for EVERY
CLASSROOM

They have provided us with 18 (96) gallon bins for collecting all our classroom
recycling.

They have provided us with 6 (33) gallon bins for collecting our lunch recycling
materials.

They have supported our E-waste collections — at which we have collected over
18,239 pounds (9 tons).

They have partnered with us to host No Trash Day and invited us to be part of their
Earth Day celebrations

They have showered us with recycling supplies and incentives — compost bins, worm
bins, pencils, stickers, and coasters.

They have championed our cause at eve y turn and have been instrumental in our
success.

So — we thank you Lisa and Environmental Services for helping us and our whole
District divert hundreds of tons of material from the waste stream.



1. Hughes is Big!

Hughes is the largest middle
school in Long Beach with 1600
students and over 100 staff.

We have one of the most diverse
school populations in the state
and over 57% of our students
gualify for free or reduced rate
lunches.

Within this context, our school
exceeds all state academic
targets.

2. We Recycle!
In the last 7 years we have
diverted over 300,000 pounds -
- that is 150 tons! -- of material
from the waste stream. |

We collect paper, cardboard,
bottles and cans, chip bags and
juice pouches, food scraps, and
whole food.

We also hold e-waste drives,
document shreds, clothing
drives, and book exchanges

3. We Landscape!

We have converted 18,000 square feet of
turf grass into regionally appropriate
landscape and increased the biodiversity of
our campus.

We have a vegetable garden, an herb
garden, a compost center, a California
Friendly garden, a native grass garden, a
shade garden, a propagation garden, a
labyrinth, and we are building a water
shed garden.

And all of these gardens —and all of our
landscaping —is irrigated with reclaimed
water.

We have even been hired by local
businesses to design and install gardens.

4. We Volunteer!

In just this year alone, we have
given 1,800 volunteer hours to
environmental service. That is
more than an hour for every
student and staff person on
campus!

We have cleaned beaches, built
benches, planted trees, and dug
pathways. We have tiled,
sorted, weighed, and washed.
We have fundraised and written
grants. That is kid power!



5.We Educate!
We have educated our campus
and our community on
environmental issues. We have
made posters, and banners, and
announcements. We have
written articles, held workshops,
and made Youtube videos. Even
the Mayor has starred in one of
our Public Service Announcement
videos!

6.We Love Contests!
We look for contests that will
push us to expand and improve
our environmental work. We
try to enter, or sponsor, eco-
contests every year. This year
we won the Battle of the
Schools Recycling Competition
for Los Angeles County — for the
4 year in a row — by recycling
more material per capita and
more different kinds of material
than the other schools.

7.We Appreciate The
City’s Support!
Since we are here before the City
Council, we thought it would be a
great opportunity to thank you
for your support —and the
support the City’s Environmental
Services Bureau. We could not
have gotten where we are
without their support, especially
from Lisa Harris in particular.

¢ Environmental Services has provided
us with 2 small recycle bins for EVERY
CLASSROOM, 18 Large purple bins, and
6 medium size bins. AND WE USE
THEM ALL EVERY DAY!

e They helped us collect 9 tons of
E-waste.

e They partnered with us to host “No
Trash Day” and invited us to be part of
their Earth Day celebrations.

e They have showered us with recycling
supplies — compost bins, worm bins,
pencils, stickers, and coasters.

e They have championed our cause at
eve y turn and have been instrumental
in our success.

e So thank you Lisa and Environmental
Services for helping us and our whole
District divert hundreds of tons of
material from the waste stream.
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Hughes Wins National Green Ribhon

By Kayla Taitt (6th grade)

Congratulations to
Hughes Middle
School! Hughes
became a National
Green Ribbon School
on Earth Day. The US
Secretary of
Education announced
it. Hughes was one of
only 64 schools
nationwide to be
selected. What
makes Hughes stand
out among Green

Schools? We have
recycled over 120 TONS
of material and are 3-
time LA county recycling
champions. We have
made 18,000 square
feet of gardens
(including a vegetable
garden, and a compost
center). We collect
almost 1,700 pounds of
uneaten packaged food,
milk, and fruit from the
cafeteria every month

for the Salvation Army.
We run eco-community
service projects every
month. We irrigate our
landscaping with
reclaimed water, and
we were awarded the
US EPA Energy Star
2012 energy
conservation award,
with a perfect score of
100. Yea Hughes!

Grow-ECO Earth Day Celebration!

By Melany Gonzalez. and Galla Torres (6th graders)

On Saturday, April 20,
Hughes participated in
Grow-ECO, which was
an Earth Day
celebration put
together by the Long
Beach Environmental
Services Department.
Hughes hosted 3
booths at the event: a
Free Community

Document Shred, Plant
Sale, and a “DIY”
Reusable Sandwich Bag
Workshop. Over 25
Green Team students
worked the event -
helping people carry
their documents to the
shred truck, selling
plants, and sewing at
the Workshop table.

At the end of the day,
Hughes had shredded
5,300 pounds of
documents, sold $2,600
dollars of plants, and
sewed over 200
reusable cloth sandwich
bags! Other schools
also participated in the
day, including Stanford
Middle School.



HUGHES

goves green!

Every day more than 20
million sandwich bags are
thrown away just in
schools alone. .

Green Team Tip of the Month -
Cut Back on Plastic Santdwich Bags synickaddimando ( grade)

Did you know that
every day more than 20
million sandwich bags
are thrown away justin
schools alone? We can
lower that number of
sandwich bays by using
reusable containers —or
you can make your own
your own cloth
sandwich bags from
fabric scraps like the
Green Team. Green
Team students lead a

What's that vegetable
that looks like a satellite
from outer space? It's
a kohlrabi -- a “low,
stout relative of
cabbage.”

Kohlrabi tastes a little
like a broccoli stem or
cabbage heart, but
milder and sweeter.
Young kohlrabi are crisp

“DIY Sandwich Bag”
workshop at the Grow-
ECO Earth Day Fair on
Saturday, April 20",
They sewed over 200
bags! If you'd like to try
to make cloth lunch
bags, you can see a
great and SIMPLE
tutorial for making
reusable cloth bags at:
http://craftygemini.blogs
pot.com/2012/04/how-
to-make-reusable-

and juicy — like an
apple. Kohlrabi can be
eaten raw or cooked.
The leaves can be used
in any recipe that calls
for chard, kale, or
mustard greens.
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Green Team Recipe - Strawherry Ice Cream

Ingredients:

2 cups whole mitk
2 cups heavy
cream

1 cup white sugar
Ya tsp salt

2 tsp vanilla

2 cups mashed
fresh strawberries

Directions:

In a large bowl,
combine the milk,
cream, sugar, salt,
vanilla, and
strawberries.

Pour the m ixture
into the freezer
bowl of an ice

cream maker, and
freeze according to
manufacturer's
directions.
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