n-he came across an alterna-
“%ite enérigy Web site, and a light bulb
- clicked. Ever since, he's been- watching

his electricity meter spin backward and

. -his electric bills plummet because of an e
investment he made installing solar pan- B8

els on hig'rooftop.

‘The house has been mthe famlly since -

" 1956 but, in April 2005, Durfey pur-
chased36. panels . for $40 000 and

received a $10;000 tax savings; He also-

realizes an estimated:$100 to $200 ave

but lts amazmg o
already saving,” Durfey said,
s€ pmclalmed techno-

“I wanted that, plasma television, but
it takes a lot of energy.” Durfey said
“That meant a higher bill.”

But now that expensive, energy-con-
suming product’ is more economical
because of his monthly-savings.

. The solar panels cover about half of
his roof and-catch as much attention as
his well-kept landscape. The flowers that
surround the entry way from his brick-
mounted mailbox to the porch steps are
as healthy as his electric savings.

On a.recent chilly evening, Durfey’s
handsome house just east of the Long

*Beach’ Alrport was comfortably warm
without the heater
wood floors were warm:and shiny, and
ceiling speakers were wired throughout
the house.

Bésides the wooden floors, Durfey also
purchased energy-efficient wood. shut-
ters that help insulate the home and

installed two air-purifiers that cn'culate

throughout the enure 1;254-square-foot
house.

‘Durfey said hé was encouraged by the
City Council’s, recent proposal about
installing solar-powered lighting at the

““The insulated '

Belmont Veterans Memorial Pier park-

ing Iot, but insisted: more can be done by

the city and other areas of governmerit:

. “We need our political machinery to.

emphasize the renewal of energy, we
need all contractors to be educated, and
we need trade schovls to teach students-
about this,” Durfey said:

Use of solar power-is small but grow-.

ing. Southern California Edison (SCE)

“currently has 3,824 accounts out of 40, 6

million homes and business’ it serves.
That number is expected to.grow because
of the recently created California Solar

| . ON SOLAR ENERGY

| -breaker-box and produces. power for the

. Diandra Jay/-
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SHINING A LIGHT

Traveling from the.sun, light energy
in the form of photons hits the solar
panels and produces electrons, creating
direct current energy. The energy is

:converted through an inverter to an
_alternating-current, which has its own

] house and its appliances.-
¥+ If thé amount of energy being used is
E 'Iess ‘than the amount of energy being:
- produced, the-extra electricity makes its
- way through the house’s electricity
meter, spins it backward — reducing the
-electric bill —and sends electricity back

‘to the power grid for others to use

,Imtlatlve program sald Gil Alexander

- .8CE spokesmzn. The' California Public
_Utilities Commission created the solar
initiative “program. January ‘12 "and

reported in a press ‘mlgase'th}at it is the
largest solar'program in the country. It’s

. a10-yéar, $2.9 billion program that pro-
v1des rebates and other mcentlves to
. enicourage; solar-paniel use:

Mike Mohr, founder of- Mohr Powe;r

Solar‘and Durfey's installer, said solar

panels are especially efﬁc1ent in South-
ern California where the sun shines so
often. -

“At about 8 a.m. the solar panels begin

- working here typically, but the peak pow-
~ er hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,” be said.

Ideally, that means a solar-powered
home or business could eliminate Edison
energy use at least 6 hours everyday,
which could do wonders for the monthly
bill.

Aside from the consumers econom1ca1" ]
-gavings, the environinent is benefiting
as well. Solar power is-a natural process’
that helps reduce environmental dam-
age from power plant emissions that also
threaten public health.

My favorite line is; ‘We're .always
hooked upto Edison, the only difference
is now we're taking advantage of Edison
instead of Edison taking advantage of
us,”” Mohr said with a laugh. :

" Molly Haupt can be i‘e’a’ched at
molly.haupt@presstelegram.com
or (562) 499-1292.




