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misconduct by upholding
verdicts, a rare public criti-
cismofherfellowjudges. She
suggested that state judges,
who must be approved by
voters, fear inciting the pub-
lic’s wrath. Federal judges
are appointed for life.

“I understand why they
do that,” Wardlaw said.
“They are. elected judges.

They are not going to be re- .

versing these things.”
Fletcher, another Clinton

appointee, observed that

the state’s attorney genersl

" had fought “tooth and nail”

more-than a decade ago- to
prevent a court from seeing
a transcript that revealed

st patience with €ali- the false evidence. ski told him to get her a
courts. State judges “It would look terrible il tion within 48 hours. H
an opinion when we write it would need to take acti

.up and name names,” Kozin-.

ski, a Reagan appointee, told

lieved in the murder- for-h
case he presented, but t
there was not enough &
dence to charge the son. ng
informant’s testimony
against the son would i

legal rules at the time, Vifi!
grad said.

Kozinski, who in the p
has spoken out about”
“epidemic” of prosecut
misconduct, asked Vi

her office wanted to avo
embarrassing rulmg, Koz

the state bar for dis-
, but they rarely do,» JUDGE ALEX KOZINSKI warned that the federal court would take action 1f the government lawyer. skisaid
n said. California’s attorney general defended a ruling “obtained by lying prosecutors.” “Would your name be on?” “Make sure she unde
' Viennasaidhewasnotin-  stands the gravity of the.sg

; is a cumulative type
'1,” Uelmen said. “The
_ircuit keeps seeing this
onduct over and over
. This is one way they.

eally call attentlon to

A\ 2010 report by the
‘thern California Inno-

med, and the courts up-
:1d 80% of the convictions
spite of the improprieties,
e study found.

The case that sparked
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" adopted son, was working as

a houseboy forthe couple.

A jailhouse informant
testified that Baca had con-
fided the son planned the

" killing. The two were going -

to split Adair’s inheritance,

. the informant said. Other

state appeals court over-
turned the first verdict. The
second withstood an appeal,
even though the state court
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testified he had asked for
and received no favors. The
prosecutor falsely corrobo-
rated that on the stand, ac-
cording to court records. Ba-
cawas sentenced to 70 years
to life. )

Patrick J. Hennessey Jr.,

me,” Hennessey said. “There

was never a fair discussion of

how serious the issue was.”
A U.B. magistrate who

court nevertheless was sup-

posed to defer to the state-

courts.

“Sadly, this informant’s
lies were bolstered by a Dep-
uty Distriet Attorney, who
also lied,” wrote Magistrate
Judge Patrick 'J. Walsh.

Armed with the magis-
trate’s report, -the three
judges on the 9th Circuit
panel appeared incredulous

volved in the case at the

time, but- named others in
the office.

Kozinski demanded to -
lmowwhythemformantand :

the testifying prosecutor
were not charged with per-

Jury. He suggested the state

. ceProjectcited 707cases witnesses testified that who has represented Baca “What is obvious ... is that bar should pull the law - ca’schallenge.
vhich state courts found . Adair was planning fo disin- onappealfornearlytwodec- the Riverside County Dis- cense ofthe prosecutor who Mike Hestrin, Riversi:
ssecutorial misconduct herit his son, who wasnever  ades, said hehad neverseen trict Attorney’s Office presented the evidence. County’s newly elected dig
ar Il years. Only six of the  charged inthe case. - such an “egregious” case of turned a blind eye to funda- Retired Deputy Dist. trict attorney, did not cofe
osecutors were disci- - Baca was tried twiceand  prosecutorial misconduct. mental principles of justice Atty. Paul Vinegrad, who - cede that the prosecuto
found guilty both times. A “That is what bothered toobtaina conviction.” prosecuted Baca in both “misconduct” was inte

trials, said in an interview

that he did not suspect de-,

ceit. He said he has since

learned that his colleague -

uation,” Kozinski said,
ing that the case “sp
very poorly for the atto
general’s office.” _
Harris, a candidate
U.S. Senate, cha
course. Her office decids
last week not to oppose

tional, but said his offil
would investigate the prg
ecutors’ actions and ret;
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The base, stace-ﬁmded
\,ompensatxon for six’ Cal
e presidents and White

| SAN FRANCISCO —

" hehad beenone of a groupof-

Joseph Dunn,.a former

7\ state senator-from Orange &~
‘|- County, ran the barfrom 2010

until Iast week; when he said. .
he was fired without expla-

nation, The bar-announced’
his departure Thursday,.

| shortly before Dunnfiled his

suit in Los Angeles County'
SuperiorCourt. 7
Dunn saidin the suit that

anonymous whistle-blowers
who had complained to the
bar's trustees about alleged
improprieties shortly before
his firing. Alaw firm gave the
frustees the whistle-blow-
ers’ complaints this month.

Thebar, funded bylawyer
fees, isresponsibledorlawyer

;,fhcensmgand -]
~for overseeing. the state’s

The ousted-executive direc-
| -tor.of the State Bar of Cali-
J-fornia sued the lawyers
. Igroup Thursday, saying he
. was fired because he tried to

-exXpose “egreglous i nnpropn—
- - eties” by bar officials,

-gies :and use of foundation l state tuition of $12, 1927 4

funds would be reviewed.

carla.nvera@latlmes.eom .

249 000 attorney

inSeptember, submitted “ir-

.regular expense accounts”’
to the bar and.sought to’
- usurp executive authority in

a bid to eventually become
executive director, the law-
suit alleges.

The sult says that one of

.the trustees had a longtime

personal relationship with a .
lawyer in a firm that was

paid $300,000 to investigate
g I .

Dunn said inhis suit that“i ‘misconduct filed a comy
the whistle-blower com-
plaints alleged - “ethical -
" breaches, prb's'ecutorial
g lapses and fiscal impropti--
-eties” by State Bar Presi-
" dent Craig Holden, some bar

frustees and the bar’s chief

‘triglcounsel. . |
The " lawsudit- sald that

‘Dunn was firedbecause he

_hadbeen identified as-one of
- the whistle-blowersandthat.
Holden . had orchestrated
“the ouster.’ '
. Holden, a Los Angeles»

1awyer elec¢ted bar president -

e
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have grants or otner
cial aid with which.to ps

unched ‘after.a:bar-officisl
whom Dunn had accused of

Plaint agginst Dunn, accord:
‘ingtothe suit. " 3

Dunn satd he had re-

 celved glowing: performance;

evalustions, and his con-i
tract hadbeen extended 1ast ;
year t0.2016. :

““It is - with deep sadness

anda heavy heart that Sen,

Dunnhas been compelledto ;
bring this'action against the
State Bar of California, an
‘organizationthat hehasloy-
ally served for four years,”

. thésu'it said, -

A spokeswoman for the i

: bar declined to comment on :
Dunn’sfiring orthe suit, i

The Recordet, a legal
newspaper, reported that
Dunn’s tenure was “marked
by tumult and turnover.” |y
The paper said Dunn had {3}
fired four veteran prosecu-
torsin 201

‘maura.dolan@latimes.com

Tw}tter @mauradolan




