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June 18, 2007

Board of Directors

Fresident
Cindy Shepardron

Western National Management Group The Honorable Mayor Bob Foster

Vice President 1 \

Linga Zeller And Members of the City Council
Gerson Bakar & Associates City of Long Beach

seaetany 333 West Ocean Boulevard, 14" Floor
Jcffrey M. Bailcy. CPM

Equity Residential LOllg Beach CA 90802

Treasurer

Lori A Torres. CPM Y \

The Irvine Company Apartment Communities RE: June 19 Agenda, Item 39, 06-1362, Firc Sprmklers
Immediaie Past Prezident

. Steve Gilimore

Shea Apartment Communitics Honorable Mayor and Councilmembers,

Directors

Far Wesh Mannement Corporation On behalf of the South Coast Apartment Association, which is the chapter of
Debor.h A. Coombs, CPM the California Aparument Association representing landlords in your city and

Avalon Bay Communities, Inc.

red Kimpall, E5q throughout Orange and southern Los Angeles Counties, we are writing 1o
Law Ofrices of Kimbaill Tirey & St John. LLP - @XPress our opposition to those provisions in the proposed fire sprinkler

i:”'fyhf“:"“z*;“"gl REALTOR® ordinance requiring retrofit of existing multi family residential units.
erei Martin, —n

yon Management Group, inc

Kelly J. McCunnift We support the provisions requiring fire sprinklers in NEW construction as
Amcl Management Company .

Scote V. Momroe. CPM recommended in paragraphs 1, 2, and 3, and we also support the

SARES-REGIS Graup requirement for upgrading the fire alarms in existing multifamily residential,

Sandy Pederzen
Archztone Smith

hotcls and motels or in existing high rise buildings to upgrade their existing
systems to current code at the time of replacement of an existing non-

Executive Vice President

Juaith A. Legan functioning fire alarm control panel as recommended in 7 and 8.

CORPORATE SPONSORS

Piatinum Level We are opposed, however, to provisions 4 (a) and 4(b) and 6, which are very
Apariment Guide problematic not only for us, as owners/managers of many apartment

. :‘;1’,‘25:;“‘”;::,":; communities in your city, but also for our tenants, for a number of reasons.
Consoiigated Smart Systems Yirst and foremost is that the rents will have to be increased in order 10 try 10
Contract Carpet Corporation recover some of the expenscs for the retrofitted improvements. Secondly,

For Rent Medta Seiutions

Law Offices of Kimball, Tirey & 5t. Jonn. LLr mnany of our tenants will have to be displaced in order to accommodate the

:;c‘:'zm‘:gjpi‘;‘;‘;:gfy installation. There are additional issues which may become problemaric,
including asbestos abatement in some of the ceilings which will require
special carc and handling and add to the already considerable expense.

Certainly, everyone supports reasonable fire safety provisions, but in the case
of existing buildings, we support the suggested fire prevention educational
campaign, including the educational programs, {ire drills and provision of fire
extinguishers in each unit.
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We would be glad to meet with city staff and participate in further
discussions on these ox any other issues atfecting multi family dwellings in
the City.
Respectfully,

(P "7 &/f/ s

© /Tudith A, Legan
Executive Vice President
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