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Recommendation to request City Manager to obtain a TEDx Long Beach license from TED as the
first step in planning and holding an annual TEDx LongBeach event.

For the past two years, the Long Beach Convention Center has been the venue for TED.
According to its website: "TED is a small nonprofit devoted to Ideas Worth Spreading. It started out
(in 1984) as a conference bringing together people from three worlds: Technology, Entertainment,
Design.

"Since then its scope has become ever broader. Along with the annual TED Conference in Long
Beach, California, and the TEDGlobal conference in Oxford UK, TED includes the awardwinning
TEDTalks video site, the Open Translation Program, the new TEDx community program, this year's
TEDlndia Conference and the annual TED Prize.

"TEDx was created in the spirit of TED's mission, 'ideas worth spreading.' The program is designed to
give communities, organizations and individuals the opportunity to stimulate dialogue through TED-
like experiences at the local level.

"At TEDx events, unique talks given by live speakers combine with TEDTalks videos to spark deep
conversation and connections. TEDx events are fully planned and coordinated independently, on a
community-by-community basis."

A TEDx event is being planned and hosted by numerous cities (such as Manhattan Beach, Monterey,
Boston, San Francisco and New York) as a way on a local level to:

1. Educate and inspire
2. Bring together innovators and explorers
3. Encourage the responsible use of resources and talents
4. Foster an environment of sharing and embracing passions.

A TEDxLong Beach would give the residents of the City of Long Beach the opportunity to experience
and to participate in this innovative way to build a stronger and better community.

FAQ:

. The annual TED conference in Long Beach charges $6,000 a person to attend and limits who can
attend.
· There is no charge for a community to receive a license from TED to organize a TEDx event.
· More and more cities across the U.S. and around the world are holding TEDx events in their
communities.
· TEDx events are usually free of charge to attendees.
· TED provides a step by step video and website outlining how to organize and conduct a TEDx event
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in our community at http://www.ted.com/pages/view/id/344">http://www. ted. com/pages/view/id/344 ·
In every community that hosts a TEDx, the event is "sold out" within days of announcement and
sparks on-going community discussions beyond the event.

[Timing Considerations]

[Fiscal Impact]

Approve recommendation.

GERRIE SCHIPSKE APPROVED:
COUNCILWOMAN, FIFTH DISTRICT

PATRICK H. WEST
CITY MANAGER
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