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• Every 10 years, the government reports the number of 
people who live in the United States by conducting a 
count called the census   

• All persons are required to be counted

• This count is required by the U.S. Constitution

What is the U.S. Census?
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Key Dates

February – March 2010: Census questionnaires are mailed or 
delivered to households

April 1, 2010: Census Day – Use this day as point of 
reference for returning your completed 
forms

April – July 2010: Census takers visit households that did 
not return a questionnaire by mail

December 2010: By law, Census Bureau delivers population 
counts to the President for apportionment

March 2011: By law, Census Bureau completes delivery 
of redistricting data to states
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What’s at Stake?

• Census data is used to determine the number of 
representatives your state receives in the U.S. Congress, 
as well as your county’s representation in state 
legislature

• Government agencies use the data to make funding 
decisions for more than $400 billion in federal and state 
funding for local communities

That’s 4 trillion over a 10-year period!

• In Long Beach, it is estimated that each person 
counted represents $2,900 in federal or state funding 
over a 10-year period
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• It’s Easy
• It’s Safe
• It’s Important

How Does It Work?
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Challenge of the Undercount

• Privacy: Some people are reluctant to give the government 
personal information

• Confidentiality: Some people worry the information they 
provide could be used against them

Never shared with other governmental agencies!

• Immigration and Citizenship Concerns: Some people do 
not want to draw attention to themselves

• Difficulty in Counting: 46 of 116 census tracts are 
considered hard to count based on a number of variables
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Election Materials

Email Blasts

Neighborhood Newsletters

Community Meetings

Section 8 Housing Materials

Utility Bills & Public Mailers

Printed Materials at City Facilities

On Hold Messages

City Council Meeting “Crawlers”

Printed Materials at City Facilities

Electronic Message Boards

Spring Recreation Program Guide

Port Newsletters

Heart of the City Program Segment

Weed and Seed Outreach

Workforce Development Outreach

Community Health Worker Outreach

City Census Website

What is the City Doing? 
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City Web Page
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City Ad
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Printed Materials

92,464
Copies Distributed

240,091
Copies Distributed

160,396
Copies Distributed
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What Can You Do?

• Community-based organizations, neighborhood 
associations, faith-based organizations can reach 
out to residents

• Schools can provide information to students to inform 
parents of the importance of the Census

• Business leaders can promote the Census to their 
customers

• The media has a unique opportunity to reach people 
in the community
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