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PUBLIC COMMENT: Michelle 

Baker

michellebaker199@gmail.co

m

1900 E Ocean Blvd, 816 We need to address the litter and trash in the City.  Please designate a month as "anti 

litter" month including holding trash clean up events in every district and with the mayor.  

We also need to enforce anti litter laws at the beach and while parking.  

2/8/2021

9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Ruth Edillor redillor2004@icloud.com 3165 Magnolia Ave Dear Council member Uranga,

My name is Ruth Edillor and I live in council district 7. I am a member of the Coalition for 

a Smoke Free Long Beach.  I am also part of Youth Leading Change, a program of the 

Youth Leadership institute. The issue of flavored tobacco is important to me because the 

sale of flavored tobacco targets youth like me and my peers, who are more vulnerable to 

the negative effects caused by tobacco use.  There are thousands of flavors for tobacco 

products on the market, such as menthol, strawberry, etc...and all are currently 

unregulated by the FDA. 83% of high school students in LA county have used a flavored 

tobacco product. 

The coalitionâ€™s ask: Please strengthen and make permanent the Long Beach City 

Flavored Tobacco Ban. This would include, but not be limited to the following products:

Menthol cigarettes

E-cigarettes/vapes and e-juices

Hookah/Shisha

Premium cigars

Loose leaf tobacco

Smokeless tobacco

Cigarette and cigar wrappers

2/9/2021

9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Marisa 

London

marisa.london@eqca.org 1137 N Berendo St, Los 

Angeles, CA 90029

I am Marisa London from Equality California and staff for the OUT Against Big Tobacco 

Coalition. Flavored tobacco restrictions are especially important for protecting the health 

and lives of the LGBTQ+ community. Tobacco use is much more prevalent among 

LGBTQ+ people than non-LGBTQ+ people. Lesbian, gay and bisexual adults use tobacco 

at significantly higher rates than straight adults. With 1 in 3 transgender adults using 

tobacco, trans adults are more than twice as likely to use tobacco products than cis 

adults. In 2018, Equality California surveyed attendees at LA Pride. We collected surveys 

from 464 Pride attendees and nearly 40% of LGBTQ respondents reported using tobacco 

and 80% of trans women reported using tobacco. The rates are particularly high in the 

use of flavored tobacco products, including menthol, flavored cigars and e-cigarettes.

Thank you for creating a healthier and more equitable city by considering an amendment 

to Long Beachâ€™s Tobacco Retail License.

2/9/2021
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9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Shannon 

Kozlovich

shannon@eqca.org 3701 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 

725

I am Dr. Shannon Kozlovich, a scientist and Program Manager for Equality California. 

A 2011 FDA report concluded that â€œmenthol poses a public health risk above that 

seen with non-menthol tobacco productsâ€• due to overwhelming evidence that menthol is 

an entry into life-long nicotine addiction and continued use of menthol products makes it 

harder to quit. 

My own research I discovered menthol keeps the tobacco cancer-causing compounds in 

the body longer. Menthol and the cancer-causing compounds leave the body through the 

same path causing everything to back up and remain in the body longer. The longer 

cancer-causing compounds are in the body, the more chances they have to do the 

damage that leads to cancer. 

Studies have shown that including menthol in flavor regulations increases quit rates, 

specifically among menthol smokers. In the City of Long Beach, this translates to quit 

rates that will save lives; Black lives, Latinx lives, and LGBTQ+ lives.

2/9/2021

9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Lindsey 

Freitas

lfreitas@tobaccofreekids.org 5718 Cascarilla Ct, Fair 

Oaks, CA 95628

The Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids applauds the City of Long Beach for being a leader 

in tobacco control when it adopted its original policy to prevent youth from accessing 

flavored tobacco. We must make this permanent. 

Prohibiting the sale of flavored tobacco products, including menthol cigarettes, in all 

tobacco retailers is a critical step that will help protect children living in Long Beach from 

the unrelenting efforts by the tobacco industry to hook them to a deadly addiction.  

Flavored tobacco products are designed to alter the taste and reduce the harshness of 

tobacco products so they are more appealing and easy for beginners, who are almost 

always kids. 

By continuing to prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products in all tobacco retail 

outlets, Long Beach will continue to be a leader in protecting its youth. Thank you for 

considering a strong and comprehensive policy without exemptions. 

2/9/2021
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9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Serena Josel serena.n.josel@kp.org 3900 Pacific Coast Highway, 

Long Beach, CA 90804

Kaiser Permanente supports removing all flavored tobacco products from the market, 

including menthol cigarettes and flavored e-cigarettes. These dangerous products addict 

our children early and threaten to reverse decades of progress in reducing youth tobacco 

use.  A 2020 study found that 3.6 million U.S. middle and high school students used e-

cigarettes in the past 30 days. Within that population, more than eight in 10 reported 

using flavored e-cigarettes. 

This is not just about the health of youth, but it is also an issue of social justice.  Menthol 

cigarette users are more likely to be African-American, Asian-American, Latino, LGBTQ, 

and come from low-income communities.  The Tobacco Industry targets communities of 

color in a desperate attempt to capture new customers.   

 

A ban on flavored tobacco products will help prevent another generation of Long Beach 

residents from living with a lifetime of addiction. We ask the City Council to vote in 

support of this proposal.   

2/9/2021

9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

George 

Jonson

georgejonson@gmail.com Hello Long Beach, 

My name is George Jonson. I'm a volunteer for the National Hookah Community Alliance 

and I manufacture traditional wood hookah pipes here in CA. My customers in Long 

Beach have contacted me worried about their survival, including the MYA hotel which has 

been closed all year during the pandemic. The exemption under SB793 included 21 and 

over establishments for retail and onsite consumption, the exemption this ordinance is not 

equivalent to SB793.  Many of my customers can not drive to downtown LA to purchase 

their supplies they rely on the local retailers to sell them smaller quantities to keep their 

doors open. Hookah tobacco can not be vaped, rolled or used in a bong. Hookah 

Tobacco it is made with molasses or honey so it only comes as a flavored product. A 

flavor ban is a ban on hookah. Please mirror the exemption for traditional hookah 

products using the State language that will protect businesses and people who practice 

their rich traditional customs at home. TY

2/9/2021
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9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Nicole 

Turkson

nturkson@amplify.love 4040 Coco Ave. #18 Los 

Aneles, CA 90008

My name is Nicole Turkson and I am with the African American Tobacco Control 

Leadership Council. Thank you for your leadership on the important public health issue of 

flavored tobacco products. As you may know, African Americans and other people of 

color suffer disproportionately from tobacco-related diseases because of menthol 

cigarettes and decades of targeting from the tobacco industry. Smoking is a major 

contributing factor leading to premature death of African Americans. African Americans 

are also three times more likely to die from COVID-19 than White Americans, making lung 

health a major priority during this time. Many vulnerable groups could benefit from the 

regulation of harmful flavored and mentholated tobacco products, including electronic 

smoking devices which often contain the same toxins and nicotine levels as traditional 

products. Thank you council for your time and attention to this important public health 

issue, especially during the COVID-19 public health emergency.

2/9/2021

9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

LORI 

BREMNER

loribrem@gmail.com 18583 Melody Lane I am Lori Bremner and I work with PAVe which is founded, run, and powered by 

volunteers, as their California grassroots coordinator. But I am speaking to you from my 

heart as a parent, a cancer survivor, and a daughter who lost her dad to tobacco. PAVe is 

grateful to the Council for your focus on this urgent issue. Youth who vape are 5 to 7 

times more likely to develop COVID than those who do not vape. Lung health is an 

important factor in the outcome for people who are infected by the novel coronavirus. 

Flavored tobacco is now, more than ever, a deadly hook. Long Beach kids simply cannot 

wait for the state or for DC to take action. Parents and kids are counting on you to step in 

to halt the epidemic of youth tobacco use. The need is urgent for you to place the health 

of kidsâ€™ lungs above some small portion of a retailerâ€™s profit that comes from 

flavored tobacco. PAVe is in support of strengthening your current ordinance to include all 

flavors and all tobacco products. Thank you. 

2/9/2021
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9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Silene St 

bernard

lbcdogdoc@gmail.com 780 Havana Avenue, Long 

Beach CA 90804

On behalf of the Long Beach Board of Health and Human Services, I would like to support 

the Health Departmentâ€™s recommendation that the City Council implement an 

ordinance banning flavored tobacco products in the City of Long Beach.  According to a 

large study in the American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 80% of youth aged 12-17 and 

73% aged 18-24 who use tobacco products choose flavored products and Flavor was a 

primary reason for using a given tobacco product, particularly among youth. In fact, 81% 

percent of youth and 86% of young adults who have ever used tobacco reported that their 

first product was flavored.  Flavored tobacco products are targeted towards our youth and 

act as a starter product for future tobacco use.  It is incumbent upon us to help protect the 

health of the youth in our city and this ordinance will help to serve that goal. 

Respectfully,

Dr. Silene St. Bernard

Chair, Long Beach Board of Health and Human Services 

2/9/2021

9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Chiyelum 

Nwagboso

ashleynwagboso@yahoo.co

m

525 E 7th Street Suite 208 

Long Beach, CA 90813

Dear Councilmember Zendejas,

My name is Chiyelum Nwagboso and I live in council district 1. I am a member of the 

Coalition for a Smoke-Free Long Beach. I am also part of Youth Leading Change, a 

program of the Youth Leadership Institute. The issue of flavored tobacco is important to 

me because, approximately 5.6 million Americans younger than 18 years will die early 

from smoking-related illnesses such as cancer, lung disease, tuberculosis, and 

rheumatoid arthritis. According to the National Youth Tobacco Survey given in 2019, 6.2 

million American middle and high school students are current users of flavored tobacco 

products which concludes that approximately 1 in 3 high school students and 1 in 8 

middle school students are tobacco users. It is important for the Long Beach community 

to strengthen and make permanent the Long Beach City Flavored Tobacco Ban in order 

for the youth of our amazing city to not develop these life-threatening diseases and also 

to be prone to addiction.

2/9/2021
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9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Fernanda 

Gomez

fjacquelinegomez@gmail.co

m

90810 Dear Council member Uranga,

My name is Fernanda Gomez, I live in council district 7 and I attend Long Beach City 

College. I am a member of the Coalition for a Smoke Free Long Beach and a part of 

Youth Leading Change, a program of the Youth Leadership institute. The issue of 

flavored tobacco is important to me because in my school I have witnessed how it has 

taken over the lives of many of my friends and students at my school. Flavored tobacco 

products come in flavors that appeal to the youth of Long Beach and make them more 

susceptible to try it without knowing the deadly consequences it has. 

Teen vapers are up to 7 times more likely to get COVID-19 and using these products has 

been shown to increase the severity of COVID-19 symptoms.

Please strengthen and make permanent the Long Beach City Flavored Tobacco Ban. A 

comprehensive flavored tobacco ban would be most beneficial to the health of the Long 

Beach Community. 

2/9/2021

9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Raj Dhillon rdhillon@breathesocal.org 5858 Wilshire Blvd., #300, 

Los Angeles, CA 90036

Dear Long Beach City Council,

Breathe Southern California (Breathe SoCal) urges you to support the recommendation 

put forward by the City of Long Beach Department of Health and Human Services in 

prohibiting the sale of flavored tobacco products.

Flavored tobacco products contain nicotine, which is a highly addictive chemical that can 

cause long-term damage to the adolescent brain.  Menthol and flavored tobacco products 

are driving tobacco-related diseases and deaths throughout the country.  Moreover, 

further exemptions would undermine this effort and create opportunities for young people 

to obtain flavored tobacco products, such as vapes and cigarillos, that make it much more 

likely they will ultimately become traditional cigarette smokers.

The time to stand up to Big Tobacco is now.  We urge you to act to protect the health of 

your residents.

Sincerely,

Raj Dhillon

Senior Manager, Advocacy & Public Policy

Breathe Southern California

2/9/2021
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9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Montzerrat 

Garcia 

Bedolla

mbedolla@yli.org 525 E 7th St Suite C207, 

Long Beach, CA 90813

Dear City Council,

My name is Montzerrat Garcia Bedolla, and I am a Program Director for Youth Leadership 

Institute. I work in council district 1 and serve youth from all over Long Beach. I am here 

in support of the Coalition for a Smoke Free Long Beach. The issue of flavored tobacco is 

important because we want to create healthy communities that allow young people to 

thrive. Limiting tobacco retail and social access, messages, changing social norms, and 

creating strong policies are all important strategies that can help create healthy choices 

for the youth of Long Beach. Flavors motivate youth to start vaping and smoking. 

The coalitionâ€™s ask: Please strengthen and make permanent the Long Beach City 

Flavored Tobacco Ban. A comprehensive ban would include, but not be limited to the 

following products:

-Menthol cigarettes

-E-cigarettes/vapes and e-juices

-Hookah/Shisha

-Premium cigars

-Loose leaf tobacco

-Smokeless tobacco

-Cigarette and cigar wrappers

Thank you for your time.

2/9/2021

9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Jakarta 

Robinson

robinsonjakarta@gmail.com 2450 Gaviota Ave Hello, My name is Jakarta Robinson. I attended Polytechnic High School in District 6 and 

now Iâ€™m a freshman at the University of Southern California and I want to urge you to 

extend this ban because I am sick of seeing the black community used and killed for profit 

by big tobacco, specifically with menthol cigarettes. The fact that 85% of Black smokers 

smoke Menthol cigarettes, the fact that there are up to 10 times more tobacco ads in 

black and brown communities, the fact that walking to softball practice in high school 

meant passing by smoke shops, the fact that black people are more likely to die from 

tobacco-related illness, despite smoking at rates similar to those of white people, is 

unacceptable and itâ€™s disgusting. This shouldnâ€™t be happening. I urge you to help 

lift one of the numerous burdens that people of color already face in this country, the 

burden of tobacco, from black and brown communities. 

Thank you. 

2/9/2021

020921eCommentsReport-R.xlsx Page 7 of 10 Printed: 2/9/21  4:23 P.M.     



eComments Report for City Council Meeting Agenda of February 9, 2021

Item Name E-mail Address Comment Received

9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

William 

Baldyga

billbaldyga1@gmail.com I am a resident of the 5th district who strongly supports the ban on the sale of all flavored 

tobacco prodjucts. We need to protect our youth from the dangers of addiction. Tobacco 

remains a leading cause of death, even in the age of Covid. We can't let another 

generation become addicted to this deadly product. Please help families in Long Beach 

protect their children from tobacco by implementing a total ban on the sale of flavored 

tobacco products.

2/9/2021

9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

Alma 

Sanchez

asanchez@yli.org Dear Councilmember Roberto Uranga,

My name is Isabel Dar Santos and I live in council district 7. I am a member of the 

Coalition for a Smoke-Free Long Beach. I am also part of Youth Leading Change, a 

program of the Youth Leadership Institute. The issue of flavored tobacco is important to 

me because Iâ€™ve seen many of my friends, even people younger than me, using these 

products and Iâ€™m becoming increasingly worried about their health. Please strengthen 

and make permanent the Long Beach City Flavored Tobacco Ban. A comprehensive 

flavored tobacco ban would be most beneficial to the health of the Long Beach 

Community.

2/9/2021

9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Evelyn 

Rodriguez

evarodcx@yahoo.com Dear Council member Rex Richardson, 

My name is Evelyn Rodriguez and I live in council district nine. I am a member of the 

Coalition for a Smoke Free Long Beach. The issue of flavored tobacco is important to me 

because as a member and citizen it brings many concerns to me the risk factors of 

flavored tobacco. Tobacco products kill over 480,000 people in the United States per 

year. There are thousands of flavors for tobacco products on the market, such as 

menthol, strawberry, coffee, etc...and all are currently unregulated by the FDA. 83% of 

high school students in LA county have used a flavored tobacco product. Flavors motivate 

youth to start vaping and smoking. Teen vapers are up to 7 times more likely to get 

COVID-19 and using these products has been shown to increase the severity of COVID-

19 symptoms. Additionally, marketing for menthol products is more prevalent in low-

income and African American neighborhoods.

Strengthen and make permanent the Long Beach City Flavored Tobacco Ban.

2/9/2021
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9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

Chimdi 

Nweke

cnweke@africancoalition.org I do believe that flavored tobacco is one of the tactics and strategies used by the tobacco 

industry to entice and addict younger people. The flavor of the tobacco hides the 

repugnant taste and smell of the tobacco thereby making it more appealing.

2/8/2021

9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Anastashya 

Seraphin

ashseraphin@yahoo.com Dear Council member Price, 

My name is Ash Seraphin and I go to school in council district 3.  I am a member of the 

Coalition for a Smoke Free Long Beach.  The issue of flavored tobacco is important to 

because as a former smoker I know the risks it poses and I do not want younger 

individuals to fall into the trap of nicotine and the tobacco industry due to flavored tobacco 

as I did.  Tobacco products kill over 480,000 people in the united states per year.  There 

are thousands of flavors for tobacco products on the market, such as menthol, strawberry, 

etc. and are currently unregulated by the FDA. 83% of high school students in LA county 

have used a flavored tobacco product. Flavors motivate youth to state vaping and 

smoking. Teen vapers are up to 7 times more likely to get COVID-19 and using these 

products has been shown to increase the severity of COVID-19 symptoms.  Additionally, 

marketing for menthol products is more prevalent in low-income and African American 

neighborhoods. 

2/7/2021

9. (21-0107) Recommendation to 

request City Attorney to prepare an 

ordinance (1) amending Chapter 5.81 

of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

("Tobacco Retail Permit") to prohibit the 

sale of all flavored tobacco products, 

except for those products sold at 

hookah lounges and premium cigars 

under certain conditions, within the 

City, and (2) repeal Chapter 5.94 of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code ("Sale of 

Certain Flavored Tobacco Products") 

temporarily prohibiting the sale of 

certain flavored tobacco products within 

the City of Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Asia 

Banyaga

asia.banyaga@aol.com Dear Council member Roberto Uranga,

My name is Asia Banyaga and I live in council district 7. I am a member of the Coalition 

for a Smoke Free Long Beach. The issue of flavored tobacco is important to me because 

I want to protect children and the environment. Tobacco is both a health and 

environmental issue. 

Tobacco products kill over 480,000 people in the United States per year. There are 

thousands of flavors for tobacco products on the market, such as menthol, strawberry, 

coffee, etc...and all are currently unregulated by the FDA. 83% of high school students in 

LA county have used a flavored tobacco product. Flavors motivate youth to start vaping 

and smoking. Teen vapers are up to 7 times more likely to get COVID-19 and using these 

products has been shown to increase the severity of COVID-19 symptoms.Additionally, 

marketing for menthol products is more prevalent in low-income and African American 

neighborhoods.

2/4/2021
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16. (21-0116) Recommendation to 

increase appropriations in the Capital 

Projects Fund Group in the Public 

Works Department in the amount of 

$2,500, offset by the Fifth Council 

District One-time District Priority Funds 

transferred from the General Fund 

Group in the Citywide Activities 

Department to support critical need 

safety improvements in the Fifth 

Council District; 

 

Increase appropriations in the General 

Fund Group in the Public Works 

Department in the amount of $7,500, 

offset by the Fifth Council District One-

time District Priority Funds transferred 

from the General Fund Group in the 

Citywide Activities Department to 

support critical need safety 

improvements in the Fifth Council 

District; 

 

Mike 

Goldsworthy

mgoldsworthy@gmail.com As a resident of the Ranchos, I'm not sure that I believe that the $7500 gate is justified. It 

seems to me that this makes our neighborhood start to feel like it's a private 

neighborhood with it's own special access to get to the park. While I can certainly 

appreciate concerns about nonresidents parking in our neighborhood in order to avoid the 

gate fee at the park, when we bought here 10+ years ago, we did so knowing that our 

proximity to the park is both a benefit and a liability. Much like buying a home in the 

neighborhood of your kid's school, there are many things that are beneficial and other 

things that will become a nuisance. I'd personally be remiss to cut off access for the 

public from our neighborhood to the park, especially since we do not live in a private 

neighborhood and I do not desire to have the kind of ethos that comes with that

The $2500 light makes sense to me as something that is beneficial and needed in order 

to illuminate that area and what happens there

2/8/2021

16. (21-0116) Recommendation to 

increase appropriations in the Capital 

Projects Fund Group in the Public 

Works Department in the amount of 

$2,500, offset by the Fifth Council 

District One-time District Priority Funds 

transferred from the General Fund 

Group in the Citywide Activities 

Department to support critical need 

Susan Kollins kollinss65@gmail.com I disagree with locking the stevely/spring St staircase. Rather put a gate on the other side 

of the river, that can be locked for us, so we don't have to walk on the sidewalk next to 

cars going 60mph.

2/8/2021
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