
eComments Report for City Council Meeting Agenda of January 5, 2021

Item Name E-mail Address Comment Received

6. (21-0006) Recommendation to approve the 

destruction of records for the Office of the City 

Manager; and adopt resolution.

Greg Buhl gdbuhl@gmail.com Cal. Gov't Code section 34090 only allows the destruction of documents 

once they are no longer required. I have several public records act 

requests for documents that are months past due under the timeframe 

set by the Californa Public Records Act that may be in this collection.  

Public Records Act requests are something the city is required to fulfill.  

Some of these requests relate to police misconduct that will be effectively 

covered-up if the documents are destroyed. Does the city council plan to 

approve the destruction of these documents instead of producing them as 

public records?

Greg Buhl

CheckLBPD.org

1/3/2021

7. (21-0007) Recommendation to approve the 

destruction of records for the Office of the City 

Prosecutor; and adopt resolution.

Greg Buhl gdbuhl@gmail.com Cal. Gov't Code section 34090 only allows the destruction of documents 

once they are no longer required. I have several public records act 

requests for documents that are months past due under the timeframe 

set by the Californa Public Records Act that may be in this collection.  

Public Records Act requests are something the city is required to fulfill.  

Some of these requests relate to police misconduct that will be effectively 

covered-up if the documents are destroyed. Does the city council plan to 

approve the destruction of these documents instead of producing them as 

public records?

Greg Buhl

CheckLBPD.org

1/3/2021

8. (21-0008) Recommendation to confirm the City 

Manager's promulgation of the revised Safer at 

Home Health Order, issued on December 10, 

2020, by the City of Long Beach Health Officer as 

a regulation.  (Citywide)

Dave Shukla dave.shukla@gmail.com Support 1/5/2021
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13. (21-0013) Recommendation to receive 

supporting documentation into the record, 

conclude the public hearing, and determine that 

the project is categorically exempt from the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

pursuant to Section 15305 (Class 5 - Minor 

Alterations to Land Use Limitations) of the CEQA 

Guidelines and none of the exceptions in 15300.2 

apply, and that it is further exempt pursuant to 

Section 15308 (Actions by Regulatory Agencies for 

Protection of the Environment) and Section 

15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Exemption), as it will 

not result directly or indirectly in significant 

environmental impacts. (CE20-091);  

 

Declare ordinance amending Title 21, Zoning 

Regulations (Zoning Code), of the Long Beach 

Municipal Code to add Chapter 21.66 related to 

the establishment of a process to allow the 

legalization of existing, unpermitted units 

(Unpermitted Dwelling Unit Amnesty Program), 

read the first time and laid over to the next regular 

meeting of the City Council for final reading; and

Jordan Wynne jorwyn95@gmail.com On December 30th, 2020, Council received a report from Development 

Services stating that there were no available external funding sources for 

affordable housing. This report was requested on January 7th, 2020, in 

order to reject considering an affordable housing bond. Item 13 shows 

just how dire the situation has become by not substantially investing in 

affordable and supportive housing. While the UDUAP does some good, 

many of these illegal units have had major habitability issues and are a 

striking sign of a SEVERE lack of affordable housing in Long Beach. We 

need to stop dodging the issue and invest dollars into affordable housing. 

I suggest pulling from the bloated LBPD budget in the coming fiscal year, 

and utilizing any COVID funding that may become available. Project 

Homekey was a good first step, so let's keep ramping up so we can care 

for those who are most vulnerable in our city.

1/5/2021
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13. (21-0013) Recommendation to receive 

supporting documentation into the record, 

conclude the public hearing, and determine that 

the project is categorically exempt from the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

pursuant to Section 15305 (Class 5 - Minor 

Alterations to Land Use Limitations) of the CEQA 

Guidelines and none of the exceptions in 15300.2 

apply, and that it is further exempt pursuant to 

Section 15308 (Actions by Regulatory Agencies for 

Protection of the Environment) and Section 

15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Exemption), as it will 

not result directly or indirectly in significant 

environmental impacts. (CE20-091);  

 

Declare ordinance amending Title 21, Zoning 

Regulations (Zoning Code), of the Long Beach 

Municipal Code to add Chapter 21.66 related to 

the establishment of a process to allow the 

legalization of existing, unpermitted units 

(Unpermitted Dwelling Unit Amnesty Program), 

read the first time and laid over to the next regular 

meeting of the City Council for final reading; and

Dave Shukla dave.shukla@gmail.com Amnesty for existing unpermitted accessory dwelling units is a public 

good, fits with existing City priorities and programs, and keeping people 

safely housed is an important public health intervention during the worst 

infectious disease in the modern history of the United States.

City of Long Beach should require a public health assay and basic utilities 

assessment for each property *under consideration* for this UDU 

Amnesty Program:

- to establish habitability along with life and safety standards for extant 

units, given COVID-19 

- to determine if there are gross inequities or inefficiencies in the draw of 

basic utilities (water, electricity, gas, sewer, trash, etc.) by UDUs

- to prevent applicants from shifting onto tenants costs for compliance for 

"safe and sanitary" 

- to accurately estimate total population, along with effective affordable 

housing unit stock added to RHNA requirements

There are a number of models and cities in California that do such assays 

and assessments.

1/5/2021
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16. 21-0017 Recommendation to receive and file a 

report on the Cannabis Equity Program; direct City 

Attorney to prepare an ordinance to allow shared-

use cannabis manufacturing in Long Beach; and, 

direct staff from the City Manager Department to 

prepare a feasibility analysis on licensing and 

regulating non-storefront (delivery-only) cannabis 

retail facilities in Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Edgar Cruz edgarc@lbcannabiscommerce.or

g My name is Edgar Cruz and I am the founder of the Cannabis Commerce 

Council of Long Beach. As I see equity recommendations coming forward 

to council in effort to build a sustain a successful equity program, I also 

urge that this new ordinances shall be exclusive to equity and equity 

recipients only. 

Moving forward, Long Beach needs to grant exclusive cannabis licenses 

to equity members and this needs to continue through 2025. I ask that 

Data on non-store delivery-only licenses most importantly needs to be 

compiled and made available to equity members as well as storefront.  A 

feasibility analysis on all current businesses will create a roadmap for the 

future so everyone involved can know where this endeavor is headed. 

Iâ€™d like to thank council for the time allowing me to speak upon these 

important issues as well as AJ kolorri and Eric Romero for being very 

resourceful, working diligently, & allowing this once thought process 

become reality for equity recipients like myself. 

1/5/2021

16. 21-0017 Recommendation to receive and file a 

report on the Cannabis Equity Program; direct City 

Attorney to prepare an ordinance to allow shared-

use cannabis manufacturing in Long Beach; and, 

direct staff from the City Manager Department to 

prepare a feasibility analysis on licensing and 

regulating non-storefront (delivery-only) cannabis 

retail facilities in Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Amber  Tellez ambernicole2@verizon.net Hello 

First Iâ€™d like to take the opportunity to thank council today for allowing 

me to speak. 

My name is Edgar Cruz and I am the founder of The council commerce of 

Long Beach to become an equity applicant. As I have been guided by 

Cannabis commerce council, I would urge that the council fully hears and 

understands the problems us applicants are faced with  provided by 

LBCCC and to push for allowing equity applicant for non-storefront 

deliveries. 

Providing this opportunity would be a vital asset for equity applicants to 

continue becoming more apart of an industry that revolves its marketing 

structure and regularities around minorities. As well as focusing on equity 

recipients like us and not business owners that the council member is 

implying to that will still be able to sustain overall.

1/5/2021
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16. 21-0017 Recommendation to receive and file a 

report on the Cannabis Equity Program; direct City 

Attorney to prepare an ordinance to allow shared-

use cannabis manufacturing in Long Beach; and, 

direct staff from the City Manager Department to 

prepare a feasibility analysis on licensing and 

regulating non-storefront (delivery-only) cannabis 

retail facilities in Long Beach.  (Citywide)

Max Norris max.d.norris@gmail.com When drafting this ordinance, please consider including language that 

would allow such shared-use grow and manufacturing to be worker 

owned cooperatives.  If the City Attorney needs a hand on such 

language, I would be more than happy to volunteer my time to help draft.  

While I support the idea of shared-use grow and manufacturing facilities 

in Long Beach, we need to lower the barrier to entry to create jobs here in 

Long Beach and most importantly to truly move cannabis into the 

regulated market.  The high taxes taken by the state drive consumers to 

the "traditional" unregulated market, while cannabis enthusiasts working 

in Long Beach have no ability to enter the regulated market, and also 

remain in the "traditional" unregulated market.  

Building in a worker cooperative option explicitly would allow individuals 

already doing this work in the "traditional" unregulated market to shift to 

the regulated market, something that the market is not incentivizing 

currently.

1/5/2021

17. 21-0018 Recommendation to receive a report 

and confirm the proposed Climate Action and 

Adaptation Plan, and direct staff to prepare the 

subsequent Environmental Impact Report.  

(Citywide)

Dave Shukla dave.shukla@gmail.com Just like with our transmission numbers of COVID-19, it is not enough to 

"flatten the curve" of planetary greenhouse gas emissions - we have to 

bend the curve, down to zero.

Long Beach is taking the right first step in confirming the proposed plan, 

and in making the plan iterable in light of new data and evidence.

This city has been at the heart of the dirty-energy growth paths and 

carbon-intensity of American living over the past century - What actions 

can it take in this year, 2021 coming out of the global pandemic, to 

decouple economic growth and prosperity from greenhouse gas 

pollution?

Due to the lag in atmospheric forcing and resultant impacts, we know that 

significant adverse climate impacts are "baked in" - i.e. set in advance - 

over the next two decades.

So:

What actions can we undertake together over the next decade to ensure 

that Long Beach is a livable, thriving, vibrant place for all who work, live, 

and visit here in this third century as a municipality?

1/5/2021
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17. 21-0018 Recommendation to receive a report 

and confirm the proposed Climate Action and 

Adaptation Plan, and direct staff to prepare the 

subsequent Environmental Impact Report.  

(Citywide)

Christopher 

Chavez

chris@ccair.org Below are Coalition for Clean Airâ€™s comments regarding Item 21-

0018:

1) The Ports need to step up their commitment to emissions reductions 

and local air quality. Just this past year, the Ports passed a woefully 

inadequate truck rate and then delayed its implementation. Despite 

record-breaking amounts of business, truck rate implementation has not 

been revisited. Further, negotiations between the Ports and South Coast 

Air Quality Management District over a Memorandum of Understanding 

based on the Clean Air Action Plan have been stalled since December 

2019. 

2) We appreciate the inclusion of equity throughout the plan. The city 

should commit to working with community-based organizations and 

residents in developing and implementing the proposed strategies. 

Residents in disadvantaged communities need to have ownership and 

hands-on involvement with CAAP strategies.

3) While the plan references AB 617 monitoring, it should also reference 

the Community Emissions Reduction Plan (CERP.)

1/5/2021

17. 21-0018 Recommendation to receive a report 

and confirm the proposed Climate Action and 

Adaptation Plan, and direct staff to prepare the 

subsequent Environmental Impact Report.  

(Citywide)

Sona Coffee sonacoffee@gmail.com I applaud Development Services for incorporating feedback from the 

community to create a plan for Long Beachâ€™s climate future. As the 

CAAP showed, 275,000 residents are more likely to suffer from the 

impacts of climate change in our community. We cannot achieve social 

justice without addressing environmental justice issues in our city. We 

need a Climate Plan that commits to the transition away from fossil fuels, 

creates green jobs opportunities for those that are employed by the fossil 

fuel industry, and takes action to join a Community Choice Energy 

program that can direct revenues towards communities of concern in our 

city. The CAAP showed that CCAs are key to making significant GHG 

reductions to help meet ambitious climate goals. Further, CCA programs 

create green jobs and have revenue benefits compared to the purchase 

of renewable energy for facilities. The City Council should adopt and 

implement a binding CAAP that contributes to an equitable and resilient 

recovery in Long Beach.

1/5/2021
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17. 21-0018 Recommendation to receive a report 

and confirm the proposed Climate Action and 

Adaptation Plan, and direct staff to prepare the 

subsequent Environmental Impact Report.  

(Citywide)

Jordan Wynne jorwyn95@gmail.com Long Beach must be a leader in environmental issues and adopt the 

community supported CAAP. Environmental issues plague our city, from 

polluted ocean water and oil refineries on our shores, to some of the 

poorest air quality in the nation that affects communities of color in 

particular, to the impending flooding of the Naples/Belmont Shore 

neighborhood. Our city must take responsibility for the ways in which we 

have contributed to the changing climate of our planet, and build 

infrastructure that will keep Long Beach safe and healthy into the future.

1/5/2021

17. 21-0018 Recommendation to receive a report 

and confirm the proposed Climate Action and 

Adaptation Plan, and direct staff to prepare the 

subsequent Environmental Impact Report.  

(Citywide)

Ryan Wiggins ryanwggns@gmail.com I would like to commend the City, its staff, and the community members 

that contributed to and developed this CAAP. This plan lays out a strong 

vision and strategies to both adapt to climate change and reduce 

emissions while also supporting broader objectives such as improved 

public health, access to opportunity, and overall quality of life. The plan 

also prioritizes benefitting historically disadvantaged communities, an 

equity focus that is very welcome given that climate change does 

currently, and will in the future, disproportionately impact them without 

intentional action. I support the adoption of this plan and would ask that 

the City Council secure its success by ensuring that the resources 

necessary to successfully implement it will also be a priority.

1/5/2021

17. 21-0018 Recommendation to receive a report 

and confirm the proposed Climate Action and 

Adaptation Plan, and direct staff to prepare the 

subsequent Environmental Impact Report.  

(Citywide)

Jennifer Lentz drjenniferalentz@gmail.com Dear Council Members,  

California prides itself on being the global environmental leader, but we 

continue to support programs that accelerate climate change while 

postponing or even defunding programs that would slow (or reverse) 

climate change, & are all too often stuck trying to recover from its impacts 

because we didn't prepare for what we knew was coming. As noted in 

Appendix G of the CAAP, oil extracted from Long Beach has the 14th 

highest carbon content in the world, & CA has 3 other locations that are in 

the top 10 highest carbon emitters in the world!  No other state in the US 

is this bad. High carbon emissions mean we are accelerating climate 

change. 

While the proposed CAAP doesn't have the power to stop drilling or the 

export of petroleum coke, it puts forth a robust plan to prepare our city & 

help it to become more resilient. I strongly urge you to do what is 

necessary to enable the CAAP to be  put into action as soon as possible. 

~Jennifer Lentz, Ph.D. (D7 resident) 

1/5/2021
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