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ABOUT THE HAMILTON LOOP VISION PLAN



UPTOWN OPEN SPACE NETWORK
The City of Long Beach Department of Parks, Recreation, and Marine recently 
completed a planning effort, the Uptown Open Space Vision Plan, studying the 
potential for new open spaces in North Long Beach. The project that received the 
greatest amount of community support was the Hamilton Loop, with the intention
of promoting healthy activity, social interaction, and pedestrian connectivity.

Project
Boundaries

While the Hamilton Loop Vision Plan
focuses on the development of PHASE ONE

FUTURE PHASES shall include expansion
onto Atlantic and Cherry Avenues
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Opportunities
& Constraints

High levels of community involvement and support [top priority project
as part of the City Counil-approved Uptown Open Space Vision Plan [2018].

Capture developable open space by regrading the freeway embankment
and constricting a retaining wall.

Expand developable open space by reconfiguring the roadway
and coupling the streets.

Calm traffic speeds of fast-moving vehicles and improve
the walkability of the freeway underpasses.

Expand and connect to the larger bicycle network.

Hamilton Neighborhood Association has a contract with the
California Department of Transportation [CalTrans] to maintain
and clean up the freeway embankment area.

Freeway and embankment land are owned by the California Department
of Transportation [CalTrans] and will require negotiation and agreement.

CalTrans is considering an expansion/widening of the 91 Freeway.

Even after regrading the embankment and building retaining walls,
developable space is still limited and does not allow for larger types 
of open space amenities.

Need more space on 67th Street to allow for larger types of open space amenities.

Limited resources to dedicate for maintenance and upkeep.

OPPORTUNITIES

CONSTRAINTS



Includes Outreach to:
local residents, students, 

community organizations, 
businesses, government 

officials 
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NOV MAYJAN JAN

UPTOWN
OPEN SPACE

PLAN ADOPTION

SITE
ANALYSIS

Kick-Off
Workshop:

01/12/19

WORKSHOP
SERIES TWO

FINAL
VISION PLAN
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 CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL

PROJECT
KICKOFF

WORKSHOP
SERIES THREE

WORKSHOP
SERIES TWO

CALTRANS/METRO
NEGOTIATION

Timeline



ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DATA
CalEnviroScreen 3.0
LA County Public Health

DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS
US Census

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS
LA County Needs Assessment
Park Score + Walk Score

RELEVANT PLANNING EFFORTS
Uptown Open Space Vision Plan
Open Space Element
PRM Strategic Plan
Mobility Element
Bicycle Master Plan
CalTrans 91 Freeway Expansion

Existing
Conditions
Analysis



Park
Need

Los Angeles County Parks 
Needs Assessment (2016)

11TH

HAMILTON LOOP
PHASE ONE

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

VERY HIGH LOW

HIGH VERY LOW

LOW

VERY LOW

MODERATE NO DATA

NORTH LONG BEACH



Demographic
Study

93,811
people live in the Study Area

11,694
Family households
with children under 18

POPULATION EMISSIONS

ASTHMA RATES
FOREIGN BORN

VEHICLE ACCESS LANGUAGE ISOLATION

FAMILIES

AGE

3.6% Rise
(2000-2010)

13% Fall
(2000-2010)

2015 2015

1% Rise
(2000-2010)

1% Rise
(2000-2010)

4% Fall
(2000-2010)

Under 18:  35%

18 to 65: 58%

Risk of heart & lung disease, 
irregular heartbeat, asthma 
decreased lung function,
and other serious issues

&

44.36 kg/day
Diesel Particulate Matter

12.20 ug/m3
Particulate Matter 2.5

26.8%
Long Beach

19.7%
Long Beach

35.1%
LA County

26.2%
LA County

72th

percentile of people 
with high asthma rates

Study Area

Study Area

9.5%
of households do not
have access to a vehicle

32%

57%

DIVERSITY

Long
Beach

Study
Area

Latino/a/x Asian

African American Native American

White
Hawaiian/
Pacific Islander

Over 65
7%

Sources:
US Census 2010 & 2000

& CalEnviroScreen 3.0



Community
Engagement

8 12+ =62
Public Workshops 

& Stakeholder Meetings
Community Identified 

Park Elements
Community

Surveys



The Color
Block Walk

PURPOSE
Celebrate the collaborative efforts of the community. 
Inform residents about the Plan and solicit feedback. 
Prototype top vote-getting idea.

METHODOLOGY
Host a community block party/walking event by 
prototyping the Hamilton Loop, and soliciting 
community feedback in the process.

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS
250

OUTCOMES
Refine priority open space projects
Share the Plan with wider audience
Prototype the most popular idea
Greater community ownership of the Plan



Community
Survey

PURPOSE
Understand the types of improvements and amenities 
community members want for the Hamilton Loop.

METHODOLOGY
Distribute surveys in Spanish and English at public 
workshops, schools, organizations, and businesses.

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS
62

OUTCOMES
Community-identified guiding principles
Landscape design preferences
Urban design improvements



Community
Survey
1. HOW SHOULD AMENITIES BE DISTRIBUTED?

2. WHAT KIND OF PATHWAY WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

3. WHAT TYPES OF TREES & LANDSCAPING WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

Even Distribution Throughout Concentrate Zones at Crossings Concentrate Zones at Each Intersection

56% 34% 10%

Rustic/Natural Low Maintenance Permeable Soft Modern/Contemporary Hard

13%16%22% 15%17% 17%

Even Distribution Throughout Concentrate Zones at Crossings Concentrate Zones at Each Intersection

56% 34% 10%



Community
Survey
4. WHAT SHOULD BE THE PRIMARY GOAL FOR IMPROVING THE FREEWAY UNDERPASS?

5. WHAT SHOULD BE THE PRIMARY GOAL FOR IMPROVING THE STREET INTERSECTIONS?

6. WHAT IS YOUR PREFERRED LANE CONFIGURATION?

56%

10%

Safety Welcoming Social Connectivity

19%22%23%23%36%

35% 26% 18%21%

Safety Accessibility Sustainability Beauty

6%25%50% 3%16% 3%

two-way w/ parking
on both sides

two-way w/
parking on one side

one-way
w/ no parking

one-way w/ parking
on one side w/ bike lane

one-way w/
parking on one side



SMALLER AMENITIES LARGER AMENITIES

21%
11%

Walking/ 
Jogging Path

Free
Wi-Fi

Pedestrian
Lighting

21%
11%

13%
7%

Bicycle
Pathway

12%
6%

Public
Art

Bench

6%
3%

6%
3%

Charging
Station

4%
2%

Waste/Recycle 
Receptacle 

4%
2%

Hydration
Station

Shade
Structure

Tree

1%
1%

3%
2%

4%
2%

Bioswale

3%
2%

Free Little
Library

Dog Waste
Dispenser

1%
1%

No Vote

No Vote

No Vote

No Vote

Wayfinding Gateway
Structure

1%
1%

25%
11%

Outdoor
Fitness Zone

PlaygroundDog
Park

18%
8%

14%
6%

Education/
Sensory Garden

Stormwater
Management

5%
2%

6%
3%

Picnic
Area

13%
5%

Community
Garden

Farmers
Market

4%
2%

Habitat
Preservation

5%
2%

4%
2%

Climbing
Wall

Commerical 
Areas

1%
1%

3%
2%

Performance
Space

3%
2%



Open Space
Activity

PURPOSE
Identify potential amenities and roadway configurations.
Educate community on real-life constraints such as equity, 
incompatible uses, and limited funding.

METHODOLOGY
Community members play a game where they role-play as 
a park designer, under constraints.

NUMBER OF WORKSHOPS
4 public and stakeholder workshops

OUTCOMES
Identified potential roadway configurations
Identified park amenity needs
Greater understanding of park planning



Community-Proposed
Roadway Configuration

The actual 
distance the 

embankment 
can be set 

back varies 
depending on 
the existing 
topography, 

but on average, 
approximately 

SIX FEET can be 
transformed 

into public 
open space.
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An overwhelming 
majority of workshop 
participants believed 

that transforming 
the parking lane 

into a public 
open space was a 

worthwhile tradeoff 
to accommodate for 

larger community 
amenities. Given the 

low volume of traffic, 
the City of Long 

Beach has allowed 
for a “community 
parking count” to 

study its feasibility.

Additionally, 
participants believed 

that transforming 
a travel lane into 

an EIGHT FOOT 
protected bicycle 

path that connects 
to the expanding 

Long Beach bicycle 
network was a 

worthwhile tradeoff. 
It was fully expressed 

that this would 
reconfigure the 

roadway to allow for 
one-way vehicular 

travel on 67th, 
Eleanor, and Penfold 

Streets with on-
street parking.

At least 
FOUR 
FEET 

must be 
dedicated 

for an
 ADA 

compliant 
sidewalk.

+ 6 + 8 + 8+ 4 COMMUNITY RESULTS

Preferred
Roadway

Configuration

one-way w/ parking
on one side w/ bike lane

one-way
w/ no parking

one-way w/
parking on one side

two-way w/
parking on both sides

two-way w/
parking on one side



Refining
Ideas

PURPOSE
Refine the landscape design and urban design.
Inform residents about the Plan.

METHODOLOGY
Host a series of public design charrettes,
including a design reveal celebration event.

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS
58

OUTCOMES
Refine priority open space projects
Share the Plan with wider audience
Greater community ownership of the Plan



RENETTE MAZZA, HAMILTON NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION LEADER
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Financing
Breakdown

Baseline Elements

Exercise Station        

Playground      

Gathering Space with Wi-Fi     

Passive Space        

Chess Tables     

Picnic Area + Shade Structure    

Active Trail         

Dog Park       

Community Garden      

Native Sensory Garden

Project Management

20% Construction Contingency

GRAND TOTAL $9.396,562

AMENITY
PENFOLD 

BLOCK
67TH WEST

BLOCK
ELEANOR

BLOCK
67TH EAST

BLOCK

POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES
Proposition 68
Measure A

CalTrans
Community
Port Grant

Capital 
Improvement Fund
Measure W

Cultural 
Philanthropy & 
Foundations



Next
Steps

CALTRANS
PERMIT

FREEWAY EARLY 
ACTION PROGRAM

PROJECT 
FUNDING

ENGINEERING
& DESIGN

CONSTRUCTION



Thank
You!


