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Source: OLIN

INTRO TO THE MASTER PLAN



LOS ANGELES

THE LA RIVER FLOWS FOR 
51 MILES FROM CANOGA 
PARK TO LONG BEACH. 
WE ARE HERE AT MILE 0. 

Source: Geosyntec, OLIN
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Source: Leaders from Anahauk Youth Sports Association and William C. Velazquez Institute Los Angeles State Historic Park Camp Out and Rio de Los Angeles State Park Walkathon Earth Day 2011, https://www.flickr.com/photos/cityprojectca/5632710989

WHY DOES THE LA RIVER NEED AN UPDATED 
MASTER PLAN?
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PREVIOUS PLANNING

PUBLIC REALM WATER AND ENVIRONMENTCOMMUNITY ECONOMICS, HEALTH & EQUITY

Source: Lower LA River RevItalization plan, 2015

LOWER LA RIVER REVITALIZATION PLAN
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PREVIOUS PLANNING
LOWER LA RIVER REVITALIZATION PLAN

LOWER LA RIVER REVITALIZATION PLAN

LA RIVER MASTER PLAN

THE LOS ANGELES RIVER MASTER PLAN 
UPDATE WILL SUPPORT AND BUILD ON THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE LOWER LA RIVER 
REVITALIZATION PLAN. CUDAHY 

VERNON

LONG BEACH

LOS ANGELES

CANOGA 
 PARK
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140+
NUMBER OF DOCUMENTS REVIEWED AS PART OF LARMP LITERATURE REVIEW
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RELEVANT PLANNING EFFORTS



PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT

STEERING 
COMMITTEE

TECHNICAL/ 
DESIGN TEAM
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PLAN INPUT



PUBLIC INPUT

STUDY WHAT’S 
THERE NOW

PROPOSE 
CHANGES FOR 
THE FUTURE

DRAFT MASTER 
PLAN UPDATE

FINAL MASTER 
PLAN UPDATE

 LATE 2018  

WE ARE HERE

LATE 2018 - MID 2019 LATE 2019 - EARLY 2020  MID 2020 

PROJECT SCHEDULE
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ENVIRONMENT PEOPLE WATER

1111

 

PLAN TOPICS



ENVIRONMENT

Source: Map Pixel, Usa California Landscape Los Angeles, https://www.maxpixel.net/Usa-California-Landscape-Los-Angeles-2246245
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Source: Conservation International, Biodiversity Hotspots Revisited, 2004

THE CALIFORNIA FLORISTIC PROVINCE IS 1 OF 5 OF 
MEDITERRANEAN GLOBAL DIVERSITY HOTSPOTS 

California Floristic Province 

Chilean Winter Rainfall-Valdivian Forests

Mediterranean Basin 

Cape Floristic Region Southwest Australia 
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 ENVIRONMENT 
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Source: CDFW and CalTrans ,California Essential Habitat Connectivity Project, 2010 & Remote Sensing Lab, Region 5, USDA Forest Service, CA:Wildland Urban Intermix, 2006

1) Headwaters 
2) Sepulveda Basin
3) Griffith Park 
4) Glendale Narrows
5) Vernon Stepping Stones
6) Rio Hondo Confluence 
7) Dominguez Gap and Compton Creek Confluence 
8) Lower Los Angles Shorebird Area 

1
2

3

4

6

5

7

8Existing 

Potential 
Habitat Linkages 

Ecological Hotspots 
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 ENVIRONMENT

EXISTING ECOLOGICAL HOTSPOTS



Source: Dusadee Corhiran, Twitter User: @DCorhiran, https://pbs.twimg.com/media/DE0xDU9UMAA3nVX.jpg, 2017

PEOPLE
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1) PARK LAND
How many acres of park (local parks and regional recreation 
park) are there per 1,000 people in the Study Area?

2) PARK ACCESS
What percent of the population lives within ½ mile of a park?

3) PARK PRESSURE 
How much park land is available to residents in the area 
around each park? 

Park Need
Very High

Moderate
Low 
Very Low 

High 

Source: Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016
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 PEOPLE 

EXISTING PARK NEED



SOUTHERN HALF OF THE 
RIVER HIGHLY BURDENED 
BY POLLUTION 

CalEnviroScreen 3.0

More Burdened (90‑100th Percentile) 

Less Burdened (0–9th Percentile) 

Source: Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, California Environmental Protection Agency, 2017
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 PEOPLE 



WATER

Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community
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Water Reclamation Plant

1919

 WATER 

THE LA RIVER DRAINS 
AN 834 SQUARE MILE 
WATERSHED

Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community



THE WETTEST AND DRIEST YEARS IN RECENT HISTORY 
ON THE LA RIVER HAPPENED WITHIN TWO YEARS OF 
EACH OTHER 
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PRORITIES BASED ON: 

1) IMPAIRED RECEIVING WATERS 
(TMDLs and 303(d) lists) per the 
Clean Water Act

2) EXPECTED POLLUTANTS 
draining from the land uses 
within the catchment

2121

 WATER

WATER QUALITY PRIORITIES

1 (Lower)

Priority Areas

5 (Higher)

Source: LA County Public Works LSPC Model Input, 2012, http://dpw.lacounty.gov/wmd/irwmp/; Geosyntec, 2018



WHAT WE HEARD
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Source: OLIN



ENGAGEMENT BY THE NUMBERS
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WHAT WE HEARD

1,306 5,592Community Meeting Participants Telephone Town Hall Participants 

1,650

800

981,898Online and In-Person Survey Responses

Youth Summit Participants

Digital Ad Impressions

Source: LA County Public Works



WHERE DO YOU LIVE?

Youth Survey 

Digital Survey Round 1 

Source: Community Meetings, Survey, and Youth Summit

Canoga Park Round 3

N Long Beach

Friendship Auditorium

Canoga Park Round 1

MEETING ATTENDEES & SURVEY RESPONDENTS 

Long Beach

Studio City / North Hollywood

Cudahy
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WHAT WE HEARD 

Digital Survey Round 2 

Central LA

Glendale

Compton / E Rancho Dominguez

Pacoima

West Valley

South Gate



OVER 3,700 ENGAGED IN 
COMMUNITY MEETINGS & SURVEY
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WHAT WE HEARD

GENERATIONS REPRESENTED 

(Total from Survey + Community Meetings + Youth Summit)

The Greatest Generation 
(1909-1945)

Baby Boomers 
 (1946-1964)

Gen Xers
(1965-1979)

Millennials
(1980-2000)

Gen Z 
(2001-2018)

3%

21%

20%

20%

36%
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WHAT WE HEARD

Provide equitable, inclusive, and 
safe parks, open space, and trails

Support healthy, connected 
ecosystems

Promote healthy, safe, clean water 

Provide protective and resilient 
flood management 

 Improve local water supply 
reliability 

 Embrace local arts and culture and 
strengthen communities 

Address potential adverse 
impacts to housing

Enhance opportunities for equitable 
access to the river corridor

 Foster learning and opportunities 
for education 

WHICH OF THE GOALS FOR THE LA RIVER ARE 
MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU?

541

496

428

410

333

326

757

673

312
Source: Community Meetings, Survey



WHAT 3 WORDS WOULD YOU USE TO DESCRIBE THE 
LA RIVER?

Source: Community Meetings, Survey, and Youth Summit
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WHAT WE HEARD



Safety concerns 554
434

376
342

334
284

278
272

211
170

160
120

87

30

Not well-maintained

Lack of restrooms

Lack of activities

Do not know where to go

Not well lit

Do not know what’s there

Not enough shade

No place to park

No easy way to bike there

Too far from home

Not accessible by transit

Not accessible to ppl w/ disabilities

Too crowded

WHAT KEEPS YOU FROM VISITING THE LA RIVER? 

Source: Community Meetings, Survey, and Youth Summit
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WHAT WE HEARD
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WHAT WE HEARD

409

253
231

WHAT ABOUT SAFETY KEEPS YOU FROM VISITING THE 
LA RIVER?

People experiencing homelessness there

Lack of lighting

276Afraid of being physically injured by 
another person

352Not visible presence of people patrolling

329Safety doesn’t keep me from visiting the 
LA River

Not enough people using the river to feel 
comfortable

Afraid of being intimidated along the river

186Read or hear negative things about the river 
from friends/family

Read or hear negative things about the river 
in the news

138Afraid of injuring myself due to unsafe 
physical conditions 

Afraid of being bitten by bugs or other pests 

Afraid of falling into the river channel 

Afraid of being swept away by flood waters 

River isn’t visible from surrounding areas 

102
82

525

42
Source: Community Meetings, Survey

174

121



Walking 657
559

231
214

207
137

102
85
85

79
57

Biking

Nature watching/citizen science

Community gatherings/events

River clean-up event

Observed art performances

Water-based activities (e.g. kayaking)

Skateboarding

Horseback riding

Creative self expression

Fishing

IN WHAT ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU PARTICIPATED 
ALONG THE LA RIVER? 

Source: Community Meetings, Survey, and Youth Summit
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WHAT WE HEARD



3131

WHAT WE HEARD

HOW SUPPORTIVE ARE YOU OF SOME INCREASE IN 
TAXES TO FUND PROJECTS THAT WOULD ACHIEVE 
THE 3 GOALS FOR THE LA RIVER YOU IDENTIFIED 
AS MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU?

Very Supportive

Somewhat Supportive

Not Supportive 

Not Sure

40%

33%

9%

18%

Source: Community Meetings, Survey
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WHAT WE HEARD

Native habitat

Local water supply 

Recreation

Direct irrigation of nearby 
landscapes 

Nothing. It should continue to 
flow to the ocean

Fountains, streams, and water 
features

WHEN IT'S NOT RAINING, THERE IS STILL FLOW IN 
THE LA RIVER. WHAT DO YOU THINK IS A BETTER 
USE FOR THIS WATER INSTEAD OF LETTING IT FLOW 
TO THE OCEAN?

491
417

173
172

123
101

Source: Community Meetings, Survey
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WHAT WE HEARD

How the river benefits and 
supports the environment

Ecology, habitat, and vegetation

Current hydrology, sources, and 
uses of the river

Cultural history

Current communities along the river

Hydrologic history

Flood history

WHAT DO YOU THINK IS MOST IMPORTANT FOR 
PEOPLE TO LEARN ABOUT THE LA RIVER?

230

750
644

413
375

329
314

Source: Community Meetings, Survey
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WHAT WE HEARD

Resident art spaces

Interpretive signage /  wayfinding

 Performance and music

Functional art

Landscape art 

Visual art

WHAT TYPES OF ART WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE OR 
PARTICIPATE IN ALONG THE LA RIVER?

684
671

624
598

302

703

Source: Community Meetings, Survey



COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Source: LA County Public Works
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WHAT WE HEARD



COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Source: LA County Public Works
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WHAT WE HEARD



Source: Jeff House,  Playing in Sepulveda Basin, 2014; from Project 51, Play the LA RiverSource: OLIN

37

MASTER PLAN PROGRESS



The Reimagined River

The iconic LA River flows through a 51-mile connected public open space that is 
seamlessly woven together with neighboring communities. It is an integral part of 
daily life in LA County—a place to enjoy the outdoors and to get across town, a place 
to appreciate the serene and to bring all people together, a place to celebrate a 
thriving urban habitat and respect feats of infrastructure, a place to learn from the 
past and to shape the future.

VISION

3838

LARMP UPDATE 2020
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GOALSGOALS
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So
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ce
: O
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N

Reduce flood risk and 
improve resiliency.

Enhance opportunities 
for equitable access 
to the river corridor.

Foster opportunities for 
continued community 
engagement, development, 
and education.

Provide equitable, 
inclusive, and safe parks, 
open space, and trails. 

Support healthy, 
connected ecosystems.

Embrace and enhance 
opportunities for arts 
and culture.

Address potential adverse 
impacts to housing 
affordability and people 
experiencing homelessness.

Improve local water 
supply reliability.

Promote healthy, 
safe, clean water.



POTENTIAL ACTIONS   

•	 Movements toward the ideal state  
   

POTENTIAL METHODS   

•	 Specific implementation steps for each action 
  

40

FOR EXAMPLE...  

GOAL: ACTIVE PRIORITY FOR THE FUTURE
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FOR EXAMPLE...  

GOAL: PROVIDE EQUITABLE, INCLUSIVE, AND SAFE 
PARKS, OPEN SPACE, AND TRAILS. 



POTENTIAL ACTIONS  

•	 Create 51 miles of connected open space along the river.                                                                                                                                

42

FOR EXAMPLE...  

GOAL: PROVIDE EQUITABLE, INCLUSIVE, AND SAFE 
PARKS, OPEN SPACE, AND TRAILS. 



POTENTIAL METHODS 

•	 Utilize river channel right-of-way and adjacent areas to increase park space.                                                                    

POTENTIAL ACTIONS  

•	 Create 51 miles of connected open space along the river.                                                                                                                                

43

FOR EXAMPLE...  

GOAL: PROVIDE EQUITABLE, INCLUSIVE, AND SAFE 
PARKS, OPEN SPACE, AND TRAILS. 
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LARMP Update 2020

CADENCEOPPORTUNITYNEED

HOW DO WE LOCATE NEW PROJECTS?
Align need, opportunity, and cadence along the LA River Corridor.

+



THE LA RIVER RULER

Source: OLIN, Geosyntec
4545
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THE LA RIVER RULER
River
Miles

  51Canoga Park

Reseda  

Van Nuys  
Sherman Oaks  

Studio City  

Burbank  
Glendale  

Downtown LA  

Vernon  

Bell Gardens  
South Gate  

Compton  

Long Beach  

47

44
41

37

22

33
31

18

14
12

9

0

4646

LARMP UPDATE 2020
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LARMP UPDATE 2020

PARK NEED

Park Need Analysis:
Very High 

Moderate
Low
Very Low

High

Source: Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016

EXAMPLE
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LARMP UPDATE 2020

PARK NEED ALONG THE LA RIVER CORRIDOR

Source: OLIN, Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016

  51Canoga Park

Reseda  

Van Nuys  

Sherman Oaks  

Studio City  

Burbank  
Glendale  

Downtown LA  

Vernon  

Bell Gardens  
South Gate  

Compton  

Long Beach  

47

44

41

37

22

33
31

18

14
12

9

0

Park 
Need

EXAMPLE
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LARMP UPDATE 2020

IDENTIFY AREAS OF HIGHEST NEED 

Source: OLIN, Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment, 2016

  51Canoga Park

Reseda  

Van Nuys  

Sherman Oaks  

Studio City  

Burbank  
Glendale  

Downtown LA  

Vernon  

Bell Gardens  
South Gate  

Compton  

Long Beach  

47

44

41

37
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33
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LARMP UPDATE 2020

IDENTIFY AREAS OF OVERLAPPING HIGH NEED 

Source: OLIN

  51Canoga Park

Reseda  

Van Nuys  

Sherman Oaks  

Studio City  

Burbank  
Glendale  

Downtown LA  

Vernon  

Bell Gardens  
South Gate  

Compton  

Long Beach  

47

44

41

37

22

33
31

18

14
12

9

0

Park 
Need

NEED

CalEnviroScreen
CalEnviroScreen

+ Park Need

Areas of High Need

Areas of Overlapping High Need

EXAMPLE



ENGAGEMENT UPDATE VISION & IMPLEMENTATION PUBLIC COMMENTWELCOME INVENTORY & ANALYSIS GAP ANALYSIS WRAP UP

Land UseMunicipalities
Wet Weather

Flow
Maintenance

Responsibility Tributaries
Dry Weather

Flow
Population 

Density
CNDDB
Species

Flood Control
Structures

Width at
Top of Channel

M
L
K

J

I
H
G

F

E

D

C

B

A

Channel
Structure

Width at
Top of Channel

Design
Reaches

Wet Weather
Flow

Channel
Material 

Channel 
Condition

Dry Weather
Flow

Ecological
Reaches

Bridges
(Pedestrian only)

Water
Masters

Water
PurveyorsMunicipal

State
Senate 

U.S. 
CongressSupervisorial

State
Assembly

27

30

28

34

40

40

47

44

44

Upper Los Angeles 
River Area (ULARA)

Water 
Replenishment 

District of Southern 
California (WRD)

45

1846

43

51

53

63

64

70
4

2
4
2

3

5

3

1

26

25

24

33

33

35

33

35

Dry Weather 
Copper
(μg/L)

Dry Weather 
Lead

(μg/L)

Dry Weather 
Selenium

(μg/L)

Dry Weather 
Metal 

Composite

No Target

No Target

No Target

23 12

12

23

22 11

26

26 10

30 19 5

Dry Weather 
Bacteria

(Exceedance 
Days Allowed)

9

5

Dry-Weather 
Flow

Wet Weather 
Selenium

(μg/L)

Wet Weather 
Zinc

(μg/L)

Wet Weather 
Cadmium 

(μg/L)

Wet Weather 
Lead

(μg/L)

3.163 1595

Wet Weather 
Bacteria

(Exceedance 
Days Allowed)

17

15

Wet-Weather 
Flow

No Target No TargetNo Target No Target

Trash
(lb)

0

Ammonia
(mg N/L)

Nutrients
Composite

Nitrate
(mg N/L)

Nitrite
(mg N/L)

Nitrate +Nitrite
(mg N/L)

1.6

2.4

8 81

Wet-Weather 
Flow

Dry-Weather 
Flow

 532,773 m2  132,349 m2  86,601 m2 45,748 m2   447,175 m2 86,601 m2 

 25,503 m2   118 m2   9,341  m2 14 m2 16,162 m2   104 m2 

Total LAR 
Watershed

Drainage Area

LAR Watershed
Drainage Area

(River Right/Left)

Total Direct LAR 
SubWatershed
Drainage Area

Direct LAR 
SubWatershed
Drainage Area

(River Right/Left)

Design Reaches

M
L
K

J

I
H
G

F

E

D

C

B

A

Trapezoidal 
(Orange)

Rectangular 
(Red)

Soft Bottom 
(Green)

Concrete 
(Burgundy)

Protected 
Areas

Groundwater 
Basins

Soils
Permeability 

RechargeWidth at
Top of Channel

Species
Composite

Sunset Climate 
Zones

Tributaries CNDDB
Species

Historic 
Vegetation

Barriers Reptiles
(1,744)

Protozoa
(67)

Mollusks
(6,147)

Mammal
(674)

Insects
(4,672)

Fungus
(403)

Algae
(104)

Birds
(6,395)

Spider
(732)

Unknown
(745) 

Amphibian
(56)

Fish
(268)

Unclassifi ed
(763)

Composite
(22,769) Shellfi sh

Harvesting
Wetland 
Habitat

Rare 
Threatened
Endangered 

Species
Aquatic

Migration
Spawning

Reproduction

Ground
Water 

Recharge

Water 
Contact 

Recreation

Marine
Industrial 

Service 
Supply

Industrial 
Process 
Supply

Estuary
Commercial

& Sports
Fishing

Municipal 
& Domestic

Supply
Navigation Recreation

Warm 
Freshwater

Habitat

Wildlife 
Habitat

Community
Recreation 

Center
Dog
Park

Fitness
Zone

Gymnasium Multipurpose
Fields

Picnic
Shelter

Pools Restrooms
Senior
Center

Skate
Park

Soccer Splash
Pad

Tennis Baseball BasketballComposite

Park
Classifi cations

More than ½mi. 
to a Local Park

WHO 
Recommended

County Park 
Standards

Existing River
Bike Path

In Channel
Recreation

Health Survey 
Park/Trail Need

Park Needs 
Assessment

Skate
Park

Soccer Tennis Baseball Basketball

Community
Recreation 

Center
Multipurpose

Fields
Gymnasium

RestroomsPools
Senior 
Center

Splash
Pad Composite

Dog
Park

Picnic
Shelter

Fitness 
Zone

Community 
Programming

Composite
Physical

Infrastructure
Private

Industry
Emergency
Responses  

Public
Safety

Recreation Social 
Services

Transportation
Art Community 

Group
Education Environment Government Health and 

Mental Health
Municipal
Services Composite Child

Care
Homeless
Services

Unemployment
Assistance Job

Training
Senior

Services
Veterans 
Services

Others LACFCD
Ownership

Maintenance
Responsibility

Channel 
Conditions

TributariesTrapezoidal (Orange)
Rectangular (Red)

Soft Bottom (Green)
Concrete (Burgundy)

Width at Top of 
Channel

Flood Control
Structures

Stormwater
Outfalls

Rail Lines Freeways Landuse Public PrivateTransmission 
Lines

Parks

IndustrialLanduse Residential Commercial Government Institutional Parks Miscellaneous Public
Land

Private
Land

Public
Federal

Public
State

Public
County

Public
City     

Public
Other

Levees Basin Dam Spreading 
Grounds

Combined Utility / 
Infrastructure

Transmission
Lines

Freeway Metro Railway Bus Stops
within 1/2 mile

Metro Stops 
within 1/2 mile

Bicycle Paths
and Lanes

Trails and 
Access Points

Pedestrian 
Bridges

Crime 
Prevention 
and Police 

Stations
Fire

Station
Jails OthersComposite

Public
Transit Station

Bridges Fueling
Station

Freeway
Exits

OthersTransit
Composite

176  | 307

Education
Composite

33  | 5541  | 817  | 76  | 10 71  |11415  | 253  |15

Colleges and
Universities

Guidance 
and Tutoring 

Programs

Private 
and Charter 

Schools

Public 
Elementary

Schools
Public Middle

Schools
Public High

Schools
Others Health

Composite
Health Clinics

Hospitals 
and Medical 

Centers
Mental Health

Center
Others Overweight DiabetesObese High Blood 

Pressure Child Asthma Self-ReportedComposite 100 YR 
Floodplain

Fire Severity
Zones

Liquefaction 
Zones & Faults

Social 
Vulnerability

Urban Heat 
Island

500 YR 
Floodplain

Tsunami & 
Sea Level Rise

Greenhouse Gas
Emissions

Composite:
Hazardous 
FacilitiesAir Quality

278  | 332

Composite:
Hazardous 
Facilities

8 | 8  131  | 161 0 | 2 8 | 4

Brownfi eld
Site

Wastewater
Treatment Plant

207 | 151

Toxic Release
Sites

Large Quantity 
Hazardous 

Waste 
Generators

Superfund
Sites

5 | 3

Polluting
Power Plants

LEED 
Buildings

Energy 
Consumption

Solar 
Panels

Sunset Climate 
Zones

Renewable 
Energy

Power Plants
Wet-Weather 

Flow
Dry-Weather 

Flow

42  | 70

All 
Urban Farming

9  |  16

Community 
Gardens

 16  | 18

Nurseries Farms

 5  |  89  |  31

School Gardens

RIVER RULERS 
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RIVER RULERS



Enhance opportunities for equitable 
access to the river corridor.

Address potential adverse impacts to housing 
affordability and people experiencing 
homelessness.

Foster opportunities for continued community 
engagement, development, and education.

Improve local water supply reliability. Promote healthy, safe, clean water.

Provide equitable, inclusive, and safe 
parks, open space, and trails.

Support healthy, connected ecosystems.

Embrace and enhance opportunities for arts 
and culture.

Reduce flood risk and improve resiliency.



RIGHT BANK

LEFT BANK

ROW Detail: Frame 7 / River Mile 36

OPPORTUNITY  
What areas have the greatest capacity to site new projects? 

EXAMPLE: LOCATING NEW PARKS 

Vacant Land Publicly Owned Land Right-of-Way



OPPORTUNITY
Capitalize on areas that have the greatest capacity to site new projects.

LAND ASSETS:

• LA River Right-of-Way

• LA County Owned Parcels (Priority to Vacant & Underutilized)

• Other Publicly Owned Parcels (Priority to Vacant & Underutilized)

• Other Underutilized Right-of-Way 

• Vacant Private Parcels

• Underutilized Private Parcels (Only Applied to Housing Need) 

• Pedestrian Street Network



Regional Park

Water Recharge Project 

Affordable Housing Development 

55

CADENCE  

Source: Art Gray, 2010. Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sierra_bonita_housing.jpg

Source: Flickr, Bryan Fernandez, 2010. https://www.flickr.com/photos/dailymatador/4492204629

Source: USACE Los Angeles district, Paddle the LA River 2012
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N5 mi.
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SITES  

OVERLAYS

Source: OLIN, Geosyntec, based on Lower LA River Revitalization Plan (2017) ARBOR Study (2015), and LA River Revitalization Master Plan (2007).

Opportunity Zones (LLARRP)

Habitat Restoration Zones (ARBOR Study)

River Improvement Overlay Zone (LARRMP)



N5 mi.

Sources: OLIN, Gehry Partners, GeosyntecSources: OLIN, Gehry Partners, Geosyntec

Planned Major Projects
Proposed Project Sites

22 PROPOSED PROJECT SITES
54 PLANNED MAJOR PROJECTS

N5 mi.

M, L, XL SITE-BASED PROJECTS

Sources: OLIN, Gehry Partners, Geosyntec

Planned Major Projects
Proposed Project Sites

22 PROPOSED PROJECT SITES
54 PLANNED MAJOR PROJECTS
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SITES  

West of 
Coldwater

Reseda 
Expansion

Pierce 
College 

Connector

Canoga High School Headworks
Connector

Clara Street

Maywood Park Bend 

Sutter Bend at Del Amo Blvd

Connectivity Corridor

Highway 105 Crossing

East Washington Blvd

Downtown Train Yard

Van Nuys Blvd.

Ferraro Fields Side Channel

101 Freeway 
Crossing

Middle Long Beach

Cesar Chavez Park Connector

W 28th St to 405 Fwy

Rancho Los Cerritos

E Rosencrans Ave

Firestone Blvd

Upstream of Tujunga 
Confluence

Dorris Place Sanitation Yard

Piggyback Yard

Bending the River Back into the City
Arroyo Seco Confluence Park

Arroyo Seco Greenway

G2 Taylor Yard
Taylor Yard Non-Motorized Bridge

G1 Bowtie

6th Street Viaduct

Red Car Bridge

North Atwater Crossing 
Central Service Yard

Glendale Narrows Riverwalk

Cudahy 
River Park

Active Transportation Rail to 
River Corridor: Randolph Street

U.P.R.R. Spur Line

West Santa Ana Branch Bikeway

Rio Hondo Confluence

South Gate Orchard

Upper Segment Multi-Use Easement

Willow Street

Compton Creek Confluence

I-710 Corridor: Compton Blvd Bike Path

I-710 Corridor: Western LA River Levee Bike Path

Shoemaker Bridge Replacement

Long Beach MUST Center

Middle Segment Multi-Use Easement 

Aliso 
Confluence

Canoga Park 
River Park

Sepulveda Basin

Aliso Canyon Creek

Hazeltine River 
Edge Park

Hazeltine Ave.

LA River Valley Bikeways 
and Greenways

Caballero Creek Confluence Park

River Origin Park

LA River 
Natural Park

Tujunga Wash Path

Tujunga Wash 
Confluence Park

River Glen Wetlands

Headworks 
Park

Sennett Creek

First St. to Sixth St. 
River Loop

Parque Dos Rios

Main Street Terrace

Metro Path

SELA Cultural Center

I-710 Corridor: Terminal Island 
to Rio Hondo Bike Path

Wrigley Heights River Park

South of Willow Street

Glendale Riverwalk 
Non-Motorized Bridge

San Fernando Path

Verdugo Wash

San Fernando Railroad



N5 mi.
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SITES  

Source: OLIN, Gehry Partners, Geosyntec		  *Plans referenced include Lower Los Angeles River Revitalization Plan, Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan, and Metro LA River Path Project

XS, S PROJECTS

43 NEWLY PROPOSED PROJECTS
123 ADDITIONAL PROJECTS FROM PLANS
42 IMPROVED ACCESS POINTS

XS, S Projects from Plans*
XS, S Proposed Projects

Potential Access Points to Upgrade
Existing Access Points

Source: OLIN, Gehry Partners, Geosyntec		  *Plans referenced include Lower Los Angeles River Revitalization Plan, Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan, and Metro LA River Path Project
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CADENCEOPPORTUNITYNEED + = Sites with defined 
programmatic needs and 

intervention scale 

DESIGN COMPONENTS 
“KIT OF PARTS” 

GOAL-DRIVEN DESIGN FRAMEWORK

ENGAGEMENT UPDATEWELCOME 61



KIT OF PARTS: EXAMPLE

62

NEED DESIGN COMPONENTOPPORTUNITY CADENCE (SCALE)

Flood risk reduction
+

Water quality
+

Habitat

Wetland15 acresLandside RM 11.5
Right bank

(Vacant parcel, Publicly owned)



TRAILS & 
ACCESS GATEWAYS

CROSSINGS & 
PLATFORMS

FLOODPLAIN 
RECLAMATION

DIVERSIONSCHANNEL 
MODIFICATIONS

OFF CHANNEL 
LAND ASSETS

63

KIT OF PARTS: CATEGORIES

Source: OLIN, Gehry Partners, Geosyntec 
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INVENTORY OF REPEATED COMMON ELEMENTS

PAVILIONS ART

TRASH & RECYCLING WATER FOUNTAINS

ENVIRONMENTAL GRAPHICS

RIVER MILE 
29.3

BENCHES

HYGIENE FACILITIES

EMERGENCY CALL BOXES

BIKE RACKS

LIGHTING FENCES & GATESGUARDRAILS

Source: OLIN, Gehry Partners

*Common elements are great opportunities to integrate art



PROJECTS SHOULD BUILD UPON THE GOALS USING 
THE KIT OF PARTS AND COMMON ELEMENTS

THE 
REIMAGINED 

RIVER

Projects must consider goals in 
relation to specificity of place

Goals, Actions, 
and Methods

Projects use as necessary 
to address needs

Projects use as necessary to provide 
consistency in amenities COMMON ELEMENTS

KIT OF PARTS

SITE-SPECIFIC OPPORTUNITIES

COMMUNITY NEEDS

STRATEGIC 
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Source: OLIN

WHAT’S IN THE PLAN
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WHAT’S IN THE PLAN
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STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS DESIGN FRAMEWORK

•	 Goals, Actions, Methods                                        

•	 Implementation 
Responsibility and 
Partners 

•	 Funding Sources

•	 Needs Analysis

•	 Sites

•	 Kit of Parts and 
Common Elements                     
(possible intervention 
strategies)

•	 System Recommendations

•	 Design Examples
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GOAL-DRIVEN FRAMEWORK

Projects must consider goals in 
relation to specificity of place

Goals, Actions, 
and Methods

Projects use as necessary 
to address needs

Projects use as necessary to provide 
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EXAMPLE OF COMMON ELEMENTS: PAVILION COMPONENTS 

 SHADE PAVILIONS  (TIER I) REST PAVILIONS (TIER II)

GATHERING PAVILIONS (TIER III) GATHERING PAVILIONS  (TIER III)



71

EXAMPLE OF SITE SPECIFIC OPPORTUNITIES: 
RM 8.1 COMPTON - PARAMOUNT CONNECTIVITY CORRIDOR
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EXAMPLE OF SITE SPECIFIC OPPORTUNITIES: 
FERRARO FIELDS SIDE CHANNEL



LARiverMasterPlan.org
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