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HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
City of Long Beach 
California 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Authorize the City Manager, or designee, to approve intermittent closure of certain 
non-arterial, neighborhood streets as identified, to through vehicular traffic for 

increased outdoor activities, and a stronger economic recovery, all while 
maintaining appropriate physical distancing and adherence to the current Safer at 
Home Health Order; and, 

Authorize the City Traffic Engineer to review and adjust identified neighborhood 
street boundaries and closure hours, as necessary. (Citywide) 

DISCUSSION 

On May 19, 2020, the City Council requested the City Manager to create an open streets 
initiative and explore ways to open more public space throughout Long Beach to allow for 
increased outdoor activities and stronger economic recovery, while maintaining 
appropriate physical distancing, in accordance with the current Safer at Home Health 
Order (Health Order). 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to have tremendous impacts on our health and 
economy, staff are looking at creative measures to opening space by limiting cut-through 
traffic on neighborhood streets and repurposing these areas for active transportation such 
as walking, bicycling, and wheelchair rolling to activate neighborhoods. Adding more open 
public space will make it easier for people to move throughout the city and for businesses 
to survive, by providing more opportunities for alternate transportation modalities in a safe 
environment, while ensuring the necessary physical distancing. 

The Public Works Department (PW) has worked with City Council offices and business 
districts to identify key neighborhood streets throughout the city to support these efforts. 
Attachment A outlines all proposed streets for intermittent closure through October 31, 
2020. The recommended closure of the proposed streets is Monday through Sunday, 9:00 
a.m. through 5:00 p.m. The City Traffic Engineer may review and adjust as necessary to
support needs as identified after implementation.
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Neighborhood closures will be supported through A-frame barricades at each end of 
approved streets and placed by PW, similar to those used with City block parties. The City 
Traffic Engineer has evaluated these locations for appropriateness and safety, and will 
continue to assess pedestrian, bicycle, and wheelchair safety through the course of this 
program. The PW team will also work with the Joint Information Center to ensure proper 
signage is in place that supports communication to residents regarding the current Health 
Order guidelines. Additional signage will include guidelines regarding approved activity 
within the street closure and traffic management signage. Approved activities are those 
which adhere to physical distancing guidelines and do not impede local access or access 
by emergency response vehicles. 

This matter was reviewed by Deputy City Attorney Amy R. Webber on June 11, 2020. 

SUSTAINABILITY 

Neighborhood street closures focus on sustainability, efficiency, and alternative 
transportation modalities, which are intended to reduce or eliminate greenhouse gas 
emissions while also prioritizing and promoting healthy living opportunities. 

TIMING CONSIDERATIONS 

City Council action is requested on June 16, 2020. 

STATEMENT OF URGENCY 

To begin intermittent neighborhood street closures citywide as soon as possible, City 
Council action is requested on June 16, 2020. 

EQUITY LENS 

The City has incorporated the Equity Toolkit into this recommendation as requested by the 
City Council on April 21, 2020. Creating an open streets initiative and exploring ways to 
open more public space citywide, in particular in open space and park deficient areas, 
allows for increased outdoor activities and a stronger economic recovery, while 
maintaining appropriate physical distancing in accordance with the current Health Order. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Costs associated with the requested recommendation are currently unknown but will be 
absorbed through the $216,000 Open Streets grant from Metro, which was adopted by the 
City Council on March 17, 2020. Any remaining costs after exhaustion of Open Streets 
grant funds will be absorbed by the General Fund in the Public Works Department. This 
request is anticipated to have a minimal impact on staff hours beyond the normal budgeted 
scope of duties and is consistent with existing City Council priorities. There is no local job 
impact associated with this recommendation. No Financial Management review was able 
to be conducted due to the urgency and time sensitivity of this item. 
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SUGGESTED ACTION: 

Approve recommendation 

Respectfully submitted, 

CRAIG A. BECK 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 

CB:AW 

APPROVED: 

THOMAS B. MODICA 
CITY MANAGER 

ATTACHMENT A- INTERMITTENT NEIGHBORHOOD STREET CLOSURE LOCATIONS BY DISTRICT 



ATTACHMENT A 

Intermittent Neighborhood Street Closure Locations - By District 

District 1 

District 2 

District 3 

District 4 

District 5 

District 6 

District 7 

District 8 

District 9 

The Promenade North from East 3rd Street to East 5th Street 
East 4th Street to Long Beach Boulevard 

Florida Street from Orange Avenue to Junipero Avenue 
Linden Avenue from 1st Street to Ocean Boulevard 

Raycroft Avenue north of 2nd Street 

Molino Avenue from 10th Street to 15th Street 
11th Street from Junipero Avenue to St. Louis Avenue 

23rd Street from Lakewood Boulevard to Clark Avenue 

San Anseline Avenue from Spring Street to Parkcrest Street 
Karen Avenue from Sprinq Street to Parkcrest Street 
Julian Avenue from Tarma Street to Ring Street 
Charlemaqne Avenue from Sprinq Street to Parkcrest Street 
Stevely Avenue from Sprinq Street to Parkcrest Street 
Lama Avenue from Marna Avenue to East Rosina Street 
Fela Avenue between East Tarma Street and East Ring Street 
Lilly Avenue from North El Dorado Drive north 

Pine Avenue from Pacific Coast Highway to Willow 

DeForest Avenue between Spring Street and Hill Street 
Linden Avenue between 36th Street and Bixby Road 
37th Street west of Atlantic Avenue to alley 

Cartagena Avenue east of Atlantic Avenue to alley 
Claiborne Drive east of Atlantic to alley 
Plymouth Street west of Lonq Beach Boulevard to alley 
Platt Street from Lonq Beach Boulevard to Cedar Avenue 
Pacific Avenue from Bixby Road to Country Club Drive 

Hardinq Street from Atlantic Avenue to Orange Avenue 
Obispo Avenue from South Street to 70th Street 



City of Long Beach Memorandum 
Working Together to Serve 

REQUEST TO ADD AGENDA ITEM 

Date: June 12, 2020 

To: Monique De La Garza, City Clerk 

From: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager 

Subject: Request to Add Agenda Item to Council Agenda of June 16, 2020 

Pursuant to Municipal Code Section 2.03.070 [B], the City Councilmembers signing 
below request that the attached agenda item (due in the City Clerk Department by 
Friday, 12:00 Noon) be placed on the City Council agenda via the supplemental 
agenda. 

The agenda title/recommendation for this item reads as follows: 

Authorize the City Manager, or designee, to approve intermittent 
closure of certain non-arterial, neighborhood streets as identified, to 
through vehicular traffic for increased outdoor activities, and stronger 
economic recovery, all while maintaining appropriate physical 
distancing and adherence to the current Safer at Home Health Order; 
and, 

Authorize the City Traffic Engineer to review and adjust identified 
neighborhood street boundaries and closure hours, as necessary. 
(Citywide) 

Council District Authorizing Councilmember 

8 Austin 

5 Mungo 

1 Zendejas 

Attachment: Staff Report dated June 16, 2020 

cc: Office of the Mayor 

Signed by 

Digital (attached email) 

Digital (attached email) 

Digital (attached email) 


