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Public Hearing
914 Redondo Avenue- Interim Park Use Permit
Application No: 1910-07 (IPU19-001)

City Council Meeting of December 10, 2019
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Clerk Will Say (reference only):

Receive supporting documentation into the record, conclude the public hearing, and approve an Interim Park Use (IPU) permit (IPU19-001) with Long Beach Organic, Inc., a local nonprofit organization, to establish a community garden at 914 Redondo Avenue in the Neighborhood Commercial and Residential (CNR) Zoning District; and, 
 
Accept Categorical Exemption CE19-239. (District 3) 

Thank you.  Good Evening Mayor and Council Members. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The site is located on the east side of Redondo Avenue between 10th Street to the north and 8th Street to the south.  The property is located in the Neighborhood Commercial and Residential (CNR) Zoning District. 

The project site currently consists of a 6,250-square-foot vacant lot. The Redondo Avenue street corridor consists of a mix of office and residential uses but is primarily surrounded by dense multi-family residences.

Vacant lots have the potential to attract nuisance activities such as illegal dumping, lack of maintenance, visual blight, and create criminal activity disruptive to neighborhoods.  In addition, vacant lots may negatively affect the value of adjacent properties. 

In 2017, and in recognition of those problems associated with vacant lots, the City Council amended the LBMC to discourage vacant lots through a vacant lot registry requirement to facilitate positive uses such as urban agriculture. 





Project Proposal

Overall Project:
LO@ &, 1 1
S aneane Cormurry oy i | « (22)10' x 10' rentable plots
e — _ * (2) 5'x 15 raised rentable
N V7% Il S S G B b A WA M I plots (elderly)

8 = 0% 0 Peds : , 18 ! ! '
s j_f‘ s — iy ﬁ[ (G ) « (1) prefab tool shed 4' x 4' x 6
r N ) / * (1) arbor 8 x 16" x 8

H . . ' SO 8 * (8) spigots and water hoses
3 I oo contos (Y PR
5L \\ Y€ | * e (1) compost and (1) mulch
G | |t | et area.
A=) WD el LS |
> [ % AN A R O
= s —y 1 Vtuleh Side Puthe etz

[@l LONGBEACH CITY OF
3 strvices | LONGBEACH


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The proposed community garden will establish a use beneficial to both the individual gardeners and people living and working nearby by improving a blighted vacant lot with a temporary agricultural use. 

The improvements will consist of (22) 10’ x 10’ rentable plots, (2) 5’ x 15’ raised rentable plots which is intended to serve the elderly population, (1) prefab tool shed 4’ x 4’ x 6’, (1) arbor 8’ x 16’ x 8’, (8) spigots and water hoses, and (1) compost and (1) mulch area. 
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Community Gardens in Long Beach
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The applicant, Long Beach Organic, Inc., is a local nonprofit organization founded in 1994 and is seeking to operate its eight location in the City.  Here is a photo compilation of some of the other locations scattered throughout the City.  


Community Benefits of Community Gardens

» Reduces visual blight effecting property values
» Promotes neighborhood safety and reduces criminal activities
» Provides local and organic food production

* Provides a neighborhood community, serving uses intended to promote a more
walkable/bicycle accessible destination with non-motorized vehicles which
advances the City's sustainability goals, General Plan Land Use Element, and Draft
Climate Action Adaptation Plan
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Some of the community benefits that come with establishing a community garden on a vacant lot include 1, reducing visual blight and protecting property values; 2, promoting safety and reducing nuisance activities such as overgrown weeds, illegal dumping, squatting, and loitering; 3, provides a local and organic food source that eliminates the average 1,500 miles that food typically travels from production to consumption, 4, promotes a more walkable/bicycle accessible destination with non-motorized vehicles consistent with the City’s sustainability goals, General Plan Land Use Element, and draft Climate Action and Adaptation Plan.
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e Interim Park Use Permit

The project is compatible in the neighborhood, meets development standards
(setbacks and height), hours of operation, parking, and refuse provisions.

« CEQA

This project was analyzed as a CEQA categorical exemption under Section 15304-
Class 4 "“Minor Alterations to Land” (CE19-239)
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In review of the required Findings needed to be made in the affirmative, Staff has found the project to be compatible for the neighborhood, in compliance with all applicable development standards, the allowable hours of operation, parking, and refuse provisions as detailed in (Attachment C – Findings). 

Additionally, the proposed community garden has been conditioned to ensure that the property will continue to be developed and maintained in a neat, quiet, and orderly condition and operated in a manner so as not to be detrimental to the adjacent properties and occupants in the area(COA#18).  COA#10 & #12 also requires signage be posted on the site displaying the operating protocols along with the contact information of the community garden manager shall any question or problem arise. (Attachment D – Conditions of Approval). 

The project’s environmental review is classified as a Class 4 Minor Alteration to Land and is categorically exempt from any additional environmental analysis.  
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Recommendation

« Approve an Interim Park Use (IPU) permit (IPU19-001) with Long Beach Organic, Inc., a
local nonprofit organization, to establish a community garden at 914 Redondo Avenue
In the Neighborhood Commercial and Residential (CNR) Zoning District; and,

« Accept Categorical Exemption CE19-239. (District 3)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Public notices of a Received Application was sent to the Willard Neighborhood and Greenbelt Heights Neighborhood Associations on October 31st, followed by additional public hearing notices distributed November 21st.  In preparation of tonight's meeting, no comments of contention were received.

Staff, is therefore recommending approval of the Interim Use Permit  IPU19-001 and CE19-239.


Christopher Koontz
Christopher.Koontz@longbeach.gov

Thank you
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