
 

 AGENDA ITEM No. 1   
  
 

 
 
December 5, 2019 
 
 
CHAIR AND PLANNING COMMISSIONERS 
City of Long Beach 
California 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
Accept Categorical Exemption CE-19-182 and approve a Conditional Use Permit 
(CUP18-040) to allow the operation of an adult-use cannabis distribution use in 
conjunction with a cannabis manufacturing business within an existing 20,266-
square-foot building located at 3245 E. 59th Street, within the Light Industrial (IL) 
zoning district. (District 9) 

 
APPLICANT: Richard Gillis 
 35 High Bluff 
 Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 
 (Application 1906-13) 

DISCUSSION 
 
The site is located on the north side of 59th Street, between Obispo Avenue and Downey 
Avenue (Exhibit A - Location Map). The site is approximately 45,300 square feet in area and 
developed with a 20,266-square-foot industrial building and asphalt parking. The site is within 
the Light Industrial (IL) district and has a General Plan Designation of LUD #9R for Restricted 
Industry. The draft General Plan Land Use PlaceType is Neo Industrial, which is intended to 
allow for light industrial, clean manufacturing and supporting office uses. The project site is 
adjacent to industrial uses to the east, west, and south across 59th Street and single-family 
residences to the north. The applicant proposed to divide the existing building into two suites 
and operate an adult use cannabis distribution use, which requires the approval of a conditional 
use permit. The distribution will operate in conjunction with adult use cannabis manufacturing 
that is to be located within a separate tenant space.  
 
On June 2017, Governor Jerry Brown signed into law the Medicinal and Adult-Use cannabis 
Regulation and Safety Act (MAUCRSA), which merged state regulations for medicinal and 
adult-use commercial cannabis activity into a single framework. MAUCRSA has given local 
governments the ability to regulate and/or prohibit adult cannabis activity within their 
jurisdictions.  
 
In 2018, the City of Long Beach adopted changes to portions of Long Beach Municipal Code 
(LBMC) Title 21 - Zoning and Title 5 - Regulation of Businesses, Trades, and professions, 
pertaining to the regulation of adult-use cannabis.  
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