
Public Hearing 
Omnibus Zoning Code Amendments - Round 2
(ZCA19-003)

City Council meeting: October 22, 2019
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good evening, members of the City Council.  The item before you is a series of amendments to the City’s Zoning Code.



Background

“Tune-ups” to modernize the Zoning Code: 

• Address new land use trends and business types
• Better respond to unique neighborhood development patterns
• Improve administrative processes

Periodic Zoning Code Amendments: 

• Round 1 Zoning Code updates – adopted by City Council on May 
14, 2019

• Round 2 Zoning Code updates – reviewed by Planning 
Commission on September 5, 2019
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The City of Long Beach’s (City) Zoning Code has not been comprehensively updated in more than 30 years, and because of this conflicts and outdated provisions exist throughout the code. 
In response to issues raised, staff has been directed to prepare a series of code amendments to modernize the Zoning Code. 
The Planning Bureau is conducting quarterly “tune-ups” to modernize the City’s Zoning Code. These proposed updates are the second set of Zoning Code updates for 2019. On September 5th Planning Commission held a hearing on these proposed Zoning Code Amendments and recommended that the City Council adopt the proposed amendments.



Proposed Zoning Code Amendments

Land Use
• Escape rooms
• Tutoring centers
• Animal-related uses

Development Standards
• Distance between structures on a residential property
• Parking requirements in historic landmark districts
• Gross Floor Area (GFA) and Floor Area Ratio (FAR) calculations
• Measuring fence heights in flood zones
• Corner cutoffs
• Rooftop solar height exemption

Administrative Procedures
• Exempt hearing items continued to a date certain from re-noticing
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- The proposed zoning code amendments address a variety of longstanding issues. Minor updates are proposed for provisions regarding:
The Siting of emerging uses 
Clarifying or updating unclear or outdated Development standards
and improving Administrative procedures
The amendments pertaining to Land Use establish definitions and provide regulations for emerging uses such 
escape rooms and similar amusement/entertainment facilities, 
tutoring centers, and 
animal-related uses, such as animal lounges, including accessory animal adoption and boarding related uses. 
Proposed amendments to Development Standards:
Eliminate the distance between structures on a residential property which eliminates conflicting regulations and defers the required distance to existing standards in the Building Code
As advised by the Cultural Heritage Commission, exempts new bedroom additions or expansions to non-conforming historic landmarks and contributing buildings, structures, and lots located in historic landmark districts from additional parking requirements
Updates the Gross Floor Area (GFA) definition to include on-grade, semi-subterranean, and subterranean garages, as well as lofts, basements, and finished or habitable attics; updates the definitions and other code provisions for FAR and lot coverage to clarify that most garages areas are exempt from lot coverage and FAR calculations; and exempts underground parking from complying with building setback requirements
Measures fences in flood plains from the top of the flood plain instead of from grade. 
Clarifies existing corner cutoff regulations, which prohibit visual obstructions at corners to ensure visibility and safety. 
Provides a height limit exemption for rooftop solar in commercial, industrial and institutional zones in addition to those already permitted in residential zones
As it relates to  Administrative Procedures, this update eliminates re-noticing requirements for projects whose hearings were previously noticed and continued to a specific meeting date to eliminate costly and redundant noticing (this amendment is consistent with state law)

Extra  
   The purpose of these amendments is to respond to demand for these uses and allow them to be located on commercial corridors in proximity to residential areas. By allowing such uses, we also help 
     decrease vacant retail space by permitting a wider array of viable uses that will activate commercial areas. 




Omnibus Zoning Code Update Round 2 Outcomes

Land Use
• Respond to demand for services and decrease vacant 

retail space 

Development Standards
• Eliminate potential for conflicting regulations
• Remove parking requirements that pose a frequent 

barrier to improvement, expansion, renovation, and 
preservation of historic resources

• Provide required parking that is better integrated with 
proposed developments

• Improve sustainability

Administrative Procedures
• Eliminate repeat noticing for public hearings
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Cumulatively, the proposed zoning code update amendments: 
Respond to the demand for services and decrease vacant retail space by permitting the siting emerging uses 
Eliminate regulations that conflict with the Building Code. 
Remove parking requirements that pose a frequent barrier to improvement, expansion, renovation, and preservation of historic resources
Ensure that required parking is better integrated with proposed developments (the changes to the Gross Floor Area definition and definitions and calculations of Floor Area Ratio and lot coverage)  
Facilitate the use of renewable energy and adaptation to climate change (the update dealing with rooftop solar height exemption  and the update to the measurement of height of fences in flood zones) 
To eliminate redundant and potentially confusing re-noticing requirements when a hearing is rescheduled or continued to a specific date
The overarching purpose is to ensure the code remains relevant and responsive to evolving trends in planning and to improve the readability and clarity of the code. 



Public Outreach

Public Outreach
• June 5, 2019 – Open House for Zoning Code Update
• June 12, 2019 – Focus Group for Animal-Related Uses 
• Environmental documents (ND 06-20) posted on City website and circulated to 

libraries and to interested individuals
• Draft Zoning Code amendments posted on City website
• LinkLB digital outreach

Summary of Public Comments
• 10 comments on Zoning Code Update
• 32 comments on animal-related uses 
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For public outreach, staff held an open house to obtain input on the proposed zoning code amendments and a focus group on animal related uses, in addition to circulating environmental documents and disseminating information about the project digitally. 
Staff received minimal comments on the zoning code update mostly pertaining to the renoticing amendment and concerns generally about adequate noticing. 
Feedback received from the animal focus group helped inform several changes to the amendment pertaining to building and operational standards. 



Environmental Review

• A Negative Declaration (ND) was prepared for the Zoning Code 
Amendment, in accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA)

• The ND was posted on the City’s website and circulated for a 30 
day review period between August 2 and September 2, 2019

• No comments on the ND were received during comment period
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An Negative Declaration was prepared for the zoning code amendment.
No comments were received during the comment period from August 2 to September 2. 



Recommendation

• Receive the supporting documentation into the record, conclude 
the public hearing, and adopt Negative Declaration ND 06-20

• Declare and Adopt an Ordinance amending Title 21, Zoning, of the 
Long Beach Municipal Code (ZCA19-003) 

• Adopt a Resolution directing the Director of Development Services 
to submit the Ordinance amendments to the California Coastal 
Commission for a finding of conformance with the Certified Local 
Coastal Program
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Staff recommendations are for the City Council to:
Accept the Negative Declaration 
Adopt the Zoning Code Amendment
Direct staff to transmit the ordinance and Local Coastal Program Amendment to the California Coastal Commission




Thank you Christopher Koontz
Christopher.Koontz@longbeach.gov
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