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October 8, 2019 

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Councilwoman Suzie Price, Third District~ 
Councilman Daryl Supernaw, Fourth District P5 
Vice Mayor Dee Andrews, Sixth District ~~ 
Councilmember Al Austin, Eighth District Qt 

R-21 

Request for Report on Opioid Related Addiction, Overdose, and 
Death in Long Beach 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Request the City Manager to provide a report within 90 days on drug use, 
addiction, overdose, and death statistics in Long Beach over the past 5 years, as 
well as the City's approach to this including; and 

Any actions taken as a result 0f the Health Department's Memo from March 19, 
2018 regarding opioid prescribing; and 

Update on SB 482 and the state's implementation of the Controlled Substance 
Utilization Review and Evaluation System; and 

Comprehensive data on opioid addiction and overdose, as well as calls for service, 
and deaths related to any form of illegal, prescription, or synthetic opioids; and 

Number of arrests made for HS 11377 and 11350 with district breakdown of such 
arrests; and 

Grant opportunities available for opioid education and abuse prevention. 

INTRODUCTION: 

October, 1 O 2017 the City Council approved direction for City staff to complete a 
feasibility report on strategies to better address opioid addiction and reduce the 
number of Long Beach overdoses, and deaths and provide a report within 30 
days. 1 This direction was based on data from the Los Angeles County Health 
Department illustrating that prescription opioid death rates per 100,000 residents 
were higher in Long Beach than those deaths seen in Los Angeles County as a 
whole. The Third Council District then provided funding to cover the staff time 

1 http ://longbeach.legistar.com/View .ashx?M=F&ID=5480091&GU I D=93216511-C9AB-4 713-9219-CEOBlAlSA 72E 
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necessary for this research to be completed by City staff. March 19, 2018 the 
Health and Human Services Department provided a memo with a number of 
proposed actions to respond to this pressing concern. 2 With this issues first being 
raised by the City Council two years ago, it would be useful to follow up and 
understand what actions have been taken to pursue any or all of the enumerated 
proposed actions to better address opioid addiction in Long Beach. It would further 
be useful to receive data updating the Council on the state of the opioid issue in 
Long Beach as it relates to all forms of abuse, misuse, addiction, overdose, and 
death associated with illegal, prescription, or synthetic forms of opioids. 

The harms associated with the nationwide epidemic of opioid addiction and deaths 
continues to be a significant concern to Cities across the nation and is a growing 
global issue. Cities must remain vigilant in protecting our residents and acting 
proactively to develop prudent policies, programs, and approaches to confronting 
this dangerous threat. 

This matter has been reviewed by Budget Manager Grace H. Yoon on September 
27, 2019. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

This recommendation requests that the City Manager provide a report within 90 
days on opioid related addiction, overdose, and death in Long Beach as outlined 
in the Recommendation Section above. Implementing this recommendation is 
anticipated to have a minimal impact of staff hours beyond the budgeted scope of 
duties and a minimal impact on current City Council priorities. 

2 http ://I ongbeach .gov /globa I assets/ city-manager Im edia-1 i bra ry/ do cu ments/m e mos-to-the-mayor-ta bbed-file-1 ist­
folders/2018/m a rch -19--2018---opi oi d-p rescri bi ng-pu blic-h ea lth-deta i Ii ng-ca m pa ign 


