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Subject: Economic Profile of the Latino Community in Long Beach 

RECOMMENDATION: 
. Recommendation to receive and file a status report by Cento CHA, Inc. and California 
State University, Long Beach on the Economic Profile of the Latino Community in Long 
Beach. 

BACKGROUND: 
The Long Beach Latino Economic Summit was held on November 13, 2018 and was 
hosted by Centro CHA, Inc. and California State University Long Beach. During the 
summit, academic professionals, government officials, city departments, community
based organizations and neighborhood leaders met to discuss topics relevant to the 
economic success of the Latino Community in Long Beach, including access to 
education, business development, immigrant integration, civic engagement, health, 

. public safety and technology. 

The report focused on the strong economic impact and vital presence of the Long 
Beach Latino community while identifying systematic disparities and highlighting 
opportunities for growth and improvement. Below are a few of the key points 
addressed in the Latino Economic Impact Profile Report, provided at the summit: 

Population 
• Over 209,000 Latinos live in Long Beach, accounting for 44.5% of the City's 

population. 
• The population of foreign-born Latino Children in Long Beach has declined by 

57.4% over the last decade 
• Only 3% of Long Beach Latinos, under the age of 18, are foreign born 

Education 
• 43,000 Latino children in Long Beach are enrolled in K-12, accounting for 58% of 

Long Beach's K-12 students. 
• 17,000 Latinos are enrolled in college, accounting for 44% of Long Beach's 

collegiate students. 



Employment 
• The labor force participation rate among Long Beach Latinos is 69.3%, as compared 

to 65.2% among all other working age Long Beach residents. 
• 20% of employed Long Beach Latinos work in the "Management, business, science 

and arts" sector, as compared to 48% of all other working groups. 
Income 
• The median income of all other households in Long Beach is $66,000 which is 27% 

greater than for Latino households. 

Poverty 
• 1 out of every 5 Latino Long Beach Families lives in poverty. 
• 31.5% of Long Beach families living in poverty are married couples with children, 

compared to 12.3% of all other families living in poverty. 

Long Beach Economic Impact (Latina/a Contribution) 
• There are 100,313 employed Long Beach Latino residents which produce an 

economic impact of $33 billion. 
• The Long Beach Latino workforce makes up 40.3% of the entire Long Beach 

workforce's economic impact. 

It is our expectation that this report will provide a greater understanding of the impact 
Latinos have in the City of Long Beach. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
There is no fiscal impact to receive and file this report. 
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 INTRODUCTION 
 

We are pleased to present to you, a summary presentation of  the Long Beach Latino Economic Profile and Impact 
Report – a project sponsored by the California Department of Social Services. 

The context for this report came about through a series of mutually inspired CSULB-community conversations 
among different stakeholder groups that focused on the lack of a comprehensive economic “profile” of Latinos in 
Long Beach.  Thus, came the idea of developing a demographic “snapshot” of Latinos in Long Beach with a socio-
economic framing, complemented by an analysis of the economic impact that Long Beach Latinos have on the 
region. 

This resulted in a series of follow-up, strategic, and conceptual conversations about producing a “Latino Economic 
Report for Long Beach.”  About a year ago, Jessica Quintana, Executive Director at Centro CHA, and I spoke about 
the scope of what a project like this could potentially entail.  With Centro CHA well-positioned to lead this effort, 
we immediately sought the expertise of Seiji Steimetz, Professor and Chair of Economics at CSULB, who 
enthusiastically jumped on board. 

We proceeded to embark on a campus-community, multi-stakeholder approach to further develop a plan and 
scope which included: 

1. Additional conceptual/planning meetings; 

2. Establishing a “working group” for feedback, input, and consultation; 

3. Expanding to include a broader range of stakeholders (including, but not limited to, the Port of Long 
Beach, the City of Long Beach and its Economic Development Department, the County of Los Angeles, 
and the non-profit sector for participation in additional planning meetings); and 

4. Collecting, producing, and presenting our data-driven findings. (Dr. Steimetz oversaw the team in all 
steps of this process.) 

Through this effort, Randal Hernandez, Chair of the Long Beach Economic Development Commission, and Sergio 
Ramirez, Deputy Director of Economic and Property Development for the City of Long Beach, have also taken on 
key, strategic partnership roles. 

This first-iteration, summary report serves as a starting point to better understand, analyze, and address key 
economic, health, and educational issues affecting Latinos in Long Beach.  The approach emphasizes: 

 Campus-Community Partnership development (leveraging institutional resources) 

 A multi-stakeholder, community-engagement strategy for planning, development and dissemination 

 Focusing on key, community-identified needs 

 Examining data through policy lenses and systems frameworks 

 Presenting an initial snapshot with plans on producing on-going, future iterations 

In short, this report and summary serve as a first, initial step to:  (i) share in community settings; (ii) spark 
conversations around key policy considerations and implications; (iii) serve as a mechanism for updates, on-going 
work, further development, and dissemination; and (iv) help to inform future research and decision-making in 
these areas. 

 Juan M. Benitez, Ph.D. 
 Executive Director, Center for Community Engagement, California State University, Long Beach 
 Board Member, Long Beach Unified School District Board of Education, District 3 
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 POPULATION 

  

 Over 214,000 Latinos live in Long Beach, accounting 

for 44.5% of the city’s population.  

Latinos account for 48.5% of Los Angeles County’s 

population, 38.9% of California’s population, and 

17.8% of the nation’s population. 

 

 20% of Long Beach’s Veteran and active military 

duty population is Latino. 

 Most of Long Beach’s Latino 

population is concentrated in the 

north, northwest, and southwest 

areas of the city.  

 The Latino share of Long Beach’s population has 

increased by 12.5% over the last decade, as 

compared to 4.5% growth in Los Angeles County. 

Latino Percentage of Population 

Latino Percentage of Long Beach Population 

Latino  

Population  

Latino Neighborhoods in Long Beach 



 4 

 

 POPULATION 

  

 37% of all Long Beach Latinos are 

foreign born 

3% of Long Beach Latinos under 

the age of 18 are foreign born. 

 99% of Long Beach Latinos speak at 

least some English. 

Nativity of Long Beach Latinos 

Citizenship of Foreign Born Latinos in Long Beach 

 11.8% of Long Beach foreign-born Latinos 

under the age of 18 are naturalized citizens. 

This citizenship rate has more than 

doubled over the last decade. 

 37% of Long Beach foreign-born Latinos 

aged 18 and over are naturalized citizens. 

This citizenship rate has increased by 

35% over the last decade. 

Long Beach Population of Foreign Born Children 

 There are about  2,000 foreign-born 

Latinos under the age of 18 in Long Beach. 

About 1,760 of them are not U.S. 

Citizens 

 The population of foreign-born Latino 

children in Long Beach has declined by 

57.4% over the last decade  

 

 83.6% of Long Beach Latinos are of Mexican heritage. 

12.4% are of heritage from Central American or South American countries. 
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 EDUCATION 

  

 60% of Long Beach Latinos aged 25 and over have 

at least a high school diploma or equivalent, as com-

pared to 91% of all other Long Beach residents in 

that age group. 

87.3% of native Long Beach Latinos aged 25 and 

over have at least a high school diploma, as com-

pared to 94% of all other native residents. 

42.7% of foreign-born Long Beach Latinos aged 

25 and over have at least a high school diploma. 

 43,000 Latino children are enrolled in Kindergarten through High School, accounting for 58% of 

Long Beach’s K-12 residents. 

 17,000 Latinos are enrolled in college, accounting for 44% of Long Beach’s collegiate residents.  

 13.9% of Long Beach Latinos aged 25 and over 

have a bachelor’s degree or higher. 

24.3% of native Long Beach Latinos in that 

age group have at least a bachelor’s degree. 

6.9% of foreign-born Long Beach Latinos 

have at least a bachelor’s degree. 

 “Arts, Humanities, and Other” is the most 

popular bachelor’s degree category among Long 

Beach Latino college graduates. 

 The share of Latinos aged 25 and over with at least a 

high school diploma has increased by 15.4% over the 

last decade, as compared to an increase of 2.6% among 

all other Long Beach residents in that age group. 

Educational Attainment of 

Long Beach Latinos aged 25 and over 

Long Beach Residents with at least a HS Diploma (Age 25+) 
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 EMPLOYMENT 

  

 105,000 Long Beach Latinos participate in the region’s labor force, representing 42% of Long 

Beach’s working population aged 16 and over. 

 The Latino share of Long Beach’s working population has grown by 18.8% over the last decade. 

 During difficult economic periods, labor 

force participation growth is more 

pronounced among Latinos than it is 

among all other Long Beach residents. 

 The labor force participation rate among Long 

Beach Latinos is 69.3%, as compared to 65.2% 

among all other working-age Long Beach 

residents. 

 Labor force participation among Latinos is also 

substantially higher across the county, state, and 

nation, possibly due to a preponderance of multi-

worker households. 

 26% of employed Long Beach Latinos work in the 

“Service” sector, compared to 17% of all other 

employed residents. 

 32% of Long Beach Latinos work in the “Natural 

Resources, Construction, & Maintenance” or 

“Production, Transportation, & Material Moving” 

sectors, as compared to 13% of all others. 

 20% of employed Long Beach Latinos work in the 

“management, business, science, & arts” sector, as 

compared to 48% of all others. 

Latino Labor Force Participation 

Long Beach Labor Force Participation 
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 EMPLOYMENT 

  

 In 2016, the unemployment rate among 

Long Beach Latinos was 6.6%, 

compared to a 6.9% unemployment 

rate for all other Long Beach residents 

in the labor force. 

 During difficult economic periods, 

however, unemployment rates among 

Long Beach Latinos were substantially 

greater than for all other Long Beach 

residents. 

 A similar pattern exists in county, state, and national unemployment rates.  During difficult economic 

periods, rising unemployment is more drastic for Latinos than for all others in the labor force. 

This helps to explain why Latino labor force participation rates increase dramatically during 

difficult economic periods. 

Long Beach Unemployment 

U.S. Unemployment 

California Unemployment 

L.A. County Unemployment 
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 INCOME 

  

 There are 61,428 Latino households in Long Beach, 

accounting for 37% of all Long Beach households. 

 The median annual income of Latino households in 

Long Beach is $52,000, which is 13.3% lower than 

the overall median of $60,000. 

The median income of all other households in 

Long Beach is $66,000, which is 27% greater 

than for Latino households. 

 Long Beach Latino household incomes have 

increased by 48.3% over the last decade, but 

have remained systematically lower than 

overall household incomes. 

 When household incomes fall, they fall more 

drastically for Latino households. 

 Latino per-capita income has increased 

by 28.3% over the last decade, but has 

remained systematically lower than 

Long Beach’s overall per-capita income. 

Median Household Income 

Long Beach Median Household Income 

Long Beach Per-Capita Income 

 Per-capita income for Long Beach Latinos is 

$17,555, which is 40% lower than Long 

Beach’s overall per-capita income of $29,096. 

Per-Capita Income 
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 INCOME 

  

 The southwest region of Long Beach has a high concentration of Latino neighborhoods with low 

median household incomes. 

 The north and northwest regions of the city also include several Latino neighborhoods with low 

median household incomes.  

Long Beach Latino Neighborhoods and Household Incomes 

(Red areas have larger Latino populations combined with lower median household incomes) 
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 POVERTY 

  

 There are 40,889 Latino families in Long Beach, representing 42% of Long Beach’s 97,554 families. 

 More than one out of every five Long Beach Latino families live in poverty (21%), compared to 

8.7% of all other Long Beach Families. 

8,750 Long Beach Latino families live in poverty, accounting for 29.5% of all Long Beach families 

living in poverty. 

 Poverty rates among Long Beach Latino families are systematically higher than among Los Angeles 

County Latino families. 

 Latino poverty rates are systematically higher than among all other families. 

 Long Beach’s Latino poverty rate has fallen by 21.7% over the last decade. 

 40.7% of Long Beach Latino families 

living in poverty are Single Females with 

Children, compared to 44.1% of all other 

Long Beach families living in poverty. 

 31.5% of Long Beach Latino families 

living in poverty are Married Couples with 

Children, compared to 12.3% of all other 

Long Beach families living in poverty. 

Long Beach: Percentage of Families in Poverty L.A. County: Percentage of Families in Poverty 

Poverty by Family Type in Long Beach 
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 POVERTY 

  

 Long Beach neighborhoods with larger Latino populations also 

tend to have greater concentrations of families living in poverty. 

 Poverty-stricken neighborhoods are clustered in the southwest, 

northwest, and northern areas of the city. 

Latino  

Population  

Families  

In Poverty  

Poverty and Latino Neighborhoods in Long Beach 

(Larger circles represent larger Latino populations.  Darker red represents more families in poverty.) 
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 HEALTH 

  

 26,000 Long Beach Latinos do not have health 

insurance. 

 Over 3,000 Latino children in Long Beach do not have 

health insurance. 

4.7% of all Long Beach Latino children are 

uninsured, compared to 2% of all other Long Beach 

children. 

8.8% of Latino seniors in Long Beach are without 

health insurance, compared to 0.4% of all other 

seniors. 

 The percentage of uninsured Long Beach Latinos has 

declined by 50% over the last several years, but has 

remained systematically larger than for all others in 

Long Beach. 

 14,007 Latinos in Long Beach report suffering from a disability, accounting for 6.5% of the Latino 

population.  By comparison, 12.2% of all other Long Beach residents report suffering form a disability. 

It is possible that Latinos are less willing to self-report disabilities. 

 16.9% of Long Beach Latino 

households report one or more 

members with a disability, compared 

to 21.1% of all other households. 

 Disability is associated with lower 

Latino household incomes 

22.5% of households in the lowest 

income range report a disability 

11.4% of households in the highest 

income range report a disability 

Health Insurance Coverage of Long Beach Latinos 

Long Beach Latino Households with Disabilities 

by Household Income (Interquartile Ranges) 
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 ECONOMIC IMPACT 

  

LONG BEACH LATINOS 

 Over 100,00 Long Beach Latinos contribute to the 

workforce in Los Angeles and Orange counties. 

 Each year, Long Beach Latinos generate $33 billion in 

economic activity, supporting close to 80,000 

additional jobs in the region. 

 Over 40% of Long Beach’s contribution to the regional 

economy is generated by Long Beach Latinos. 

 Long Beach Latinos generate 3.5% of the value of the 

region’s total economic output. 

LONG BEACH LATINO IMMIGRANTS 

 Over 52,000 foreign-born Long Beach Latinos contribute 

to the region’s workforce. 

 Long Beach Latino immigrants create $16.8 billion 

annually in economic activity, supporting close to 40,000 

additional jobs in the region. 

 About 21% of Long Beach’s contribution to the regional 

economy is generated by Long Beach Latino immigrants. 

 Long Beach Latino immigrants create about 2% of the 

value of the region’s total economic output. 
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 ECONOMIC IMPACT 

  

SELF-EMPLOYED LONG BEACH LATINOS 

 The workforce in Los Angeles and Orange counties 

includes over 9,000 self-employed Long Beach Latinos. 

 Each year, self-employed Long Beach Latinos generate 

$2 billion in economic activity, supporting close to 

5,400 additional jobs in the region. 

 About 2.4% of Long Beach’s contribution to the 

region’s total economic activity is generated by self-

employed Long Beach Latinos. 

SELF-EMPLOYED LONG BEACH LATINO IMMIGRANTS 

 Over 6,800 foreign-born and self-employed Long Beach Latinos 

contribute to the region’s workforce. 

 Self-employed, Long Beach Latino immigrants generate about $1.2 

billion in economic activity each year, supporting over 3,000 additional 

jobs in the region. 

 About 1.5% of Long Beach’s contribution to the regional economy is 

created by self-employed Long Beach Latino immigrants. 
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Data Sources 

Esri ArcGIS (https://www.arcgis.com/);  Long Beach openLB (http://www.longbeach.gov/openlb/); United 

States Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2006–2016 (https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/

acs); United States Census Bureau Public Use Microdata Sample; 2016 (https://www.census.gov/programs-

surveys/acs/data/pums.html); IMPLAN 2016 Model Year for Los Angeles and Orange Counties 
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