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Training Objectives

▪ Learn techniques to assist in 

review of projects 

❑ Within historic districts, 

❑ On properties with historic resources, 

and

❑ Adjacent to historic resources

▪ Provide common language to 

enable informed discussion of 

design/preservation issues

▪ Understand best practices and 

what might apply to Long Beach
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Types of Historic Properties

▪ Buildings

▪ Structures – not for “creating human shelter”

▪ Objects – primarily artistic in nature or small in scale

▪ Sites – including designed and cultural landscapes

▪ Districts – with contributors and non-contributors
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Buildings
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Structures
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Objects
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Sites
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Districts
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Project Review Consideration #1

In reviewing a proposal, consider: 

Given the resource type, what should be the focus 

of the review? For a contributor in a historic 

district, how does the proposed project affect the 

district as the historic resource?  
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What Makes A Resource Historic?
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What Makes A Resource Historic?

2. SIGNIFICANCE1. HISTORIC

CONTEXT

3. INTEGRITY
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HISTORIC CONTEXT

Properties are significant within the context of history.  Historic 

contexts are organized by theme(s), place, and time period.  

They link properties to historic trends. 

Themes often relate to the historic development of a community, 

such as commercial or industrial activities.  They may relate to 

the occupation of a group, the rise of an architectural movement, 

the work of a master architect, specific events or activities, or a 

pattern of physical development that influenced the character of 

a place at a particular time in history.
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Tecate

Naco

HISTORIC CONTEXT

San Ysidro
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SIGNIFICANCE

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, 

archaeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, 

buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity and: 

A.  that are associated with events that have made a significant 

contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

B.  that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our 

past; or 

C.  that embody the distinctive architectural characteristics of a type, 

period, or method of construction, represent the work of a master, 

possess high artistic values, or represent a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 

distinction; or 

D.  that have yielded or may be likely to yield archeological

information important in prehistory or history. 
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Properties that are associated with events 

that have made a significant contribution 

to the broad patterns of our history.

A/1: EVENTS
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Properties that are associated with the 

lives of persons significant in our past.

B/2: PEOPLE
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Salk Institute | La Jolla, CA

Properties that embody the distinctive characteristics of a 

type, period, or method of construction, represent the 

work of a master, possess high artistic values, or 

represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 

components may lack individual distinction.

C/2: DESIGN
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Properties that have yielded or may be 

likely to yield, information important in 

prehistory or history. 

D/4: ARCHEOLOGY
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Long Beach Significance Criteria

Landmarks:

A. Associated with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of the 

City’s history

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in 

the City’s past

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 

period or method of construction, or represents the 

work of a master or possesses high artistic values

D. Yielded, or may be likely to yield, information 

important in prehistory or history
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Long Beach Significance Criteria

Landmark Districts:

A. Grouping represents a significant and 

distinguishable entity that is significant within a 

historic context

B. Minimum of 60% of the properties within the 

boundaries qualify as a contributing property

❑ “Contributing Property” means a property that was 

present during the period of significance and 

retains its integrity
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National, State, & Local Significance

National/ 
California 
Register

Long Beach 
Preservation 
Ordinance 

15-0038

Significance Discussion

A/1 A Events, 
Patterns & 

Trends

Properties may be eligible if they are 
associated with trends or development 
patterns that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of the city’s 
history, or if they are the site of a significant 
historic event.

B/2 B Persons Properties may be eligible if they are 
associated with the lives of persons or 
organizations who contributed to the history 
or culture of the city.

C/3 C Architecture/
Design

Properties may be eligible if they embody the 
distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction; if they represent the 
work of a master architect or builder; or if 
they possess high artistic values.

D/4 D Information 
Potential

Properties may be eligible if they have 
yielded, or may be likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.
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Where to Find Significance Information 
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Period of Significance

Every historic building or district has a period of 

significance– or the time span during which it gained 

architectural or historical importance. In most cases, a 

property is significant because it represents or is 

associated with a particular period in history. Frequently, 

this begins with its construction date and continues through 

the peak of early occupation.

Building fabric and features that date from the period of 

significance typically contribute to the character of the 

structure or district.
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Project Review Consideration #2

In reviewing a proposal, consider: 

To what extent will the proposed work affect one’s 

ability to interpret the significance of the property 

as an individual resource or within a historic 

district?
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INTEGRITY

Integrity is judged by whether the significant features of the 

property are present, and whether the property retains the 

identity for which it is significant. 

Historic integrity is the composite of seven qualities:

• Materials

• Design

• Feeling

• Location

• Association

• Workmanship

• Setting
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“MaD FLAWS”  Courtesy Stephen Schafer | Schaf Photo Architectural Photography | www.habsphoto.com

Materials are the physical elements 

that form a historic property

http://www.habsphoto.com/
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ESIGN

M

a

D

F

L

A

W

S

BROCTON ARCADE | Riverside

Design is the composition of elements, 

including form, structure, style, 

organization of spaces, scale, etc. 
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EELING
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TUSTIN HANGAR NO. 2 | Tustin

Feeling is a property’s expression of 

the aesthetic or historic sense of a 

particular period of time
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CALTECH KERCHOFF MARINE LABORATORY | Newport Beach

Location is the place where the historic 

property was constructed or where the 

historic event took place
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SSOCIATION
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NASA

Association is a property’s direct link 

between an important historic event or 

person and the property
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ORKMANSHIP
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U.S. DISTRICT COURT | Los Angeles

Workmanship is the physical 

evidence of the crafts of a culture
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ETTING
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Antelope Valley Indian Museum | Lancaster 

Setting is the physical environment of 

a historic property
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Condition is NOT the same as 

historic integrity. Buildings with 

evident signs of deterioration 

can still retain eligibility for 

historic listing as long as it can 

be demonstrated that they 

retain enough character-

defining features to convey 

their significance. 

Important Note About Integrity
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Integrity Tied To Significance
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Project Review Consideration #3

In reviewing a proposal, consider: 

To what extent will the proposed work affect the 

integrity of the property? Will it retain a sufficient 

degree of integrity to be considered significant 

and eligible for listing on a historic register?
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Historic Context Statement

Contains:

▪ Historic Context: Chronological 

development + Economic, 

Residential, Institutional, and 

Ethnographic contexts with 

associated themes

▪ Architectural styles with typical 

character-defining features

▪ Registration Requirement by 

property type within each 

context/theme

❑ Eligible Criteria

❑ Integrity Considerations
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INTEGRITY: ACTIVITY

Based on the photograph and information 

provided, how would you assess the integrity?
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Date Constructed: 1922

Property Type: Neighborhood bank

Option 1
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Integrity: Not Intact

• Lost Material, Design, Feeling, Workmanship

• Retains Location, Association, Setting
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Date Constructed: 1927

Property Type: Duplex

Architectural Style: Mission Revival

Option 2
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Integrity: 

• Retains Design, Feeling, Location, Association, Setting

• Lost some Material, Workmanship (windows)

• Intact as a contributor to district
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Date Constructed: 1924

Property Type: Duplex

Architectural Style: Mission Revival

Option 3
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Integrity: 

• Retains Location, Association, Workmanship, Setting

• Some compromise to Material, Design, Feeling 

• May be enough to be contributor to district
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QUESTIONS?
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Character-Defining Features
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CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES

Those elements or architectural components which establish the visual 

character of the property. They are the tangible elements that embody 

its significance or association with specific events.  

They are the physical parts of the building that should be retained and 

preserved.

“To be eligible, a property must clearly contain enough of those 

characteristics to be considered a true representative of a particular 

type, period, or method of construction, and these features must also 

retain a sufficient degree of integrity.  Characteristics can be expressed 

in terms such as form, proportion, structure, plan, style, or materials.”
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Character-Defining 
Features

SHAPE & FORM

SCALE & MASSING

ROOF FORM

OPENINGS

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS

MATERIALS

INTERIORS (PUBLIC SPACES)
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CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES
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CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES

Historic Districts:

▪ Overall Form & Continuity

▪ Property types

▪ Spatial organization

▪ Circulation/street pattern 

▪ Streetscape characteristics (medians, sidewalks, 
curb cuts, trees, planting strips)

▪ General lot and building sizes

▪ Setbacks from street

▪ Relationships of buildings to each other and to 
accessory structures
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CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES
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CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES

Contributors in Historic Districts:

▪ Scale & Proportion

▪ Height, width

▪ Design Features

▪ Roof forms, symmetrical or unsymmetrical façade organization, 

recessed or flush entrances, parapets

▪ Fenestration

▪ Window and door sizes, types, materials, ratio of solid to void

▪ Materials

▪ Wall cladding, roof materials, window and door materials, 

ornament materials

▪ Texture

▪ i.e. smooth or textured stucco, horizontal wood cladding, etc.

▪ Architectural Detail

▪ Ornament, including pediments, porticos, columns, pilasters, 

entablatures, moldings
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CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES
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CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES
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CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES

Historic Context Statement
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CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES

Design Guidelines 
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Visualizing and understanding significant features

CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES
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Project Review Consideration #4

In reviewing a proposal, consider: 

To what extent will the proposed work affect the 

character-defining features of an individual 

historic resource or historic district that date from 

the period of significance?
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CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES: ACTIVITY
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Also:

• Brick chimney

• Porch supports

• Pergolas 

• Door (maybe)
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Character-Defining Features (District)

• Generally uniform lot sizes

• Consistent setbacks

• “Bulb” in street

• Garages at rear, accessed by side driveway
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Character-Defining Features (Contributors)

• Two-stories

• Period Revival styles

• Front-facing entrances (clearly marked)

• Punched windows; high solid-to-void ratio

• Landscaped front yard, some sloped

• Concrete driveway and walkway/steps to residence
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SUMMARY

In order to review proposed projects related to historic 

resources or within historic contexts, one must understand:

▪ Historic resource type

▪ Reason for significance

▪ Integrity

▪ Character-defining features

❑ Non-historic features

In particular, the list of character-defining features will guide design 

review. They will guide the understanding of how much change can 

occur to the features themselves, to the overall historic resource, and 

what constitutes compatible new design.
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SOI Standard – Rehabilitation 

(abridged)

Historic 

Significance
Integrity

Character-

Defining 

Features
1. Appropriate new (continued) use. X X X

2. Preserve historic character – features, spaces, 
and spatial relationships. X X X

3. No historicism. X X

4. Recognize change over time. X X X

5. Preserve materials, finishes, construction 
techniques and craftsmanship. X X

6. Repair rather than replace. When replacing, 
match design, color, texture, (and materials). X X

7. Treat with “gentlest means possible.” X

8. Protect and preserve archeological resources. X X X

9. New construction shall be differentiated AND 
compatible. X X

10.New construction shall be reversible, i.e. add 
rather than subtract. X
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QUESTIONS?
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