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HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
City of Long Beach

| California
RECOMMENDATION:

Receive and file the Uptown Open Space Vision Plan; and accept Categorical
Exemption CE-18-023. (District 9)

DISCUSSION

In 2015, the Department of Parks, Recreation and Marine was awarded a HEAL Zone grant
for the production of an open space plan in North Long Beach. The Healthy Eating and
Active Living, or HEAL Zone, is a place-based healthy community initiative in North Long
Beach sponsored by Kaiser Permanente. The purpose of the grant was to develop an open
space plan that expanded the total park space and enhanced linkages between residents
and available park space to establish healthy, active, and safe places to recreate in the Ninth
District of the City of Long Beach.

The Uptown Open Space Vision Plan (Vision Plan) (Attachment A) serves as a visionary
document to guide potential future development of open space, and identifies new and
innovative opportunities to fill a need for publicly-accessible open space and recreation
facilities in the North Long Beach community. The Vision Plan includes an existing
conditions analysis, examination of opportunity types, summary of the public outreach
process, community-driven vision, and implementation strategies. The Vision Plan looks
back to how the park system has evolved to its current state and the previous efforts in
planning and development that have informed the path forward. It also develops a blueprint
for the possible creation and preservation of open spaces, recreation facilities, and parks.
The Vision Plan is a plan for future park investment, anticipated over a long-term horizon,
which will be implemented incrementally over time as capital, maintenance, and operating
resources allow.

"We create community and enhance the quality of life through people, places, programs and partnerships’




HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
July 24, 2018
Page 2

The Vision Plan is built upon years of previous work related to analyzing the North Long
Beach environment, and incorporates multiple plans, including the Los Angeles County Park
Needs Assessment (2016), Mobility Element (2013), Community Livability Plan (2008), Long
Beach RiverLink Plan (2008), North Long Beach Design Guidelines (2005), General Plan
and Open Space and Recreation Element (2002), and several Los Angeles River plans still
in development. The analysis uses several types of indicators that affect a person's access
to open space, including public health, transportation, land use, environmental health, and
demographic information.

Building upon these previous planning and outreach efforts, three unique community
engagement activities were developed to obtain robust community input, including: (1) The
Open Space Game, which empowered participants to identify potential open space locations
and amenities within realistic planning obstacles; (2) The Dot Game, which gave participants
the opportunity to prioritize the open space ideas based on neighborhoods; and, (3) A one-
day pop-up park program, which demonstrated the most popular community-identified open
space ideas and provided an opportunity for conceptual design feedback. Thousands of
residents, business owners, and other stakeholders participated in various phases of the
outreach, ensuring the community was fairly represented. The community engagement
process resulted in 14 priority projects across North Long Beach where all neighborhoods
are represented.

The Vision Plan is designed to provide a complete picture for why, where, when, and how to
expand publicly-accessible open space in North Long Beach. Itis grounded by case studies,
best practices, statistics, considerable community input, and adopted policy, ensuring that
the projects, programs, and policies proposed in the Vision Plan contain significant value.
On February 15, 2018, the Parks and Recreation ' Commission approved the Vision Plan
(Attachment B).

This matter was reviewed by Deputy City Attorney Linda T. Vu on March 23, 2018 and by
Revenue Management Officer Geraldine Alejo on May 1, 2018.

SUSTAINBILITY

While approval of the Vision Plan has no immediate sustainability impact, individual projects
developed through the implementation of the Vision Plan support the City of Long Beach’s
existing pedestrian, bike, and park plans. These plans provide for safe connectivity between
neighborhoods, commercial corridors, and parks, and create additional acres of open space
in an underserved part of Long Beach. Future projects are anticipated to incorporate
sustainable elements and materials, wherever possible, and comply with the City’s green
building and water efficiency policies.

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), this Vision Plan has
been determined to be categorically exempt (Attachment C).
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TIMING CONSIDERATIONS

City Council action is requested on July 24, 2018, to assist in the City’s efforts to plan for
upcoming grant opportunities.

FISCAL IMPACT

The total cost of the Vision Plan was $55,000, which was funded by a HEAL Zone grant and
one-time funds from Council District Nine. There is no fiscal or local job impact associated
with this recommendation as the Vision Plan is intended to be the framework for future
investment. The Vision Plan provides initial cost estimates for priority projects, although
funding for projects outlined have not yet been identified and further detailed cost estimates
will need to be created when implementation resources are identified. The work done
throughout the Vision Plan process will become the basis for future grant funding requests
as the City seeks grants for these and other citywide priorities. As municipal resources for
maintaining and programming existing park facilities are already strained, the Vision Plan is
long-term, intended to be phased in over time, as projects, operations, and maintenance
funding becomes available, or as greater stewardship from community and corporate
partners is identified.

SUGGESTED ACTION:
Approve recommendation.
Respectfully submitted,

w,zi,cz,?,dg L{é/ "/ Z/M%

GERARDO MOUET
DIRECTOR OF PARKS, RECREATION AND MARINE
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INTRODUCTION

The Uptown Open Space Vision Pian serves as a visionary
document to guide future development of open space in
North Long Beach for years to come.
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WHO DOES THIS
PLAN SERVE?

The Uptown Open Space Vision
Plan focuses on Council District 9
in Long Beach, as it was sponsored
by the Office of Vice Mayor Rex
Richardson and the Healthy Eating
Active Living [HEAL] Zone, a place-
based healthy community initiative
in North Long Beach sponsored by
Kaiser Permanente. This collective
investment on behalf of North
Long Beach residents recognizes
that the community is dramatically
underserved by the amount of available
publicly accessible open space due
to historic growth patterns that did
not balance park investment with
private development.

The Uptown Open Space Vision
Plan is a valuable tool for the Long
Beach Parks, Recreation and Marine
department to identify opportunities
for future open space development,
infrastructure investment and
recreational programming in North
Long Beach. Avision plan establishes
concepts for future study and
implementation and is meant to serve
as more of a guiding document than
a prescriptive document. The Plan
provides a conceptual framework
for sustainably expanding public
open space access for residents in
the study area The Uptown Open
Space Vision Plan not only benefits
park planners and City Officials but
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also provides the community a clear
vision for a greener cornmumnity. Long
Beach Parks, Recreation and Marine
will work with the Department of
Development Services to incorporate
the Uptown Open Space Vision Plan
in the Long Beach General Plan
and partner with the Public Works
Department as well as any other
relevant government agencies to
implement the policies, programs
and projects identified in the Plan.
The recommendlations for new parks
and greenways will be reflected in
future plans and Capital Improvernent
programs.

The Uptown Open Space Vision Plan
will guide the public investment of
open space and greenway projects
for the City of Long Beach as well as
public and private partners. This Plan
also establishes larger open space
goals and builds the framework
for future funding. As the open
space network expands, greater
stewardship from community and
corporate partners will be necessary
as municipal resources for maintaining
and programming existing park
facilities are already strained.

WHAT DOES THIS
PLAN CONSIDER?

As the Uptown Open Space Vision
Plan was directed by the Office
Council District 9, the Plan’s primary
focus is set within the council district
boundary, which includes the area
of the City of Long Beach, north of
South Street. There is a recognized
ineqjuity of the distribution of public
park space across Long Beach with
the large majority of park acreage
located on the east side of the city.
While East Long Beach has 16 acres
of park space for every thousand
residents Central, West and North
Long Beach have closer to one acre
for every thousand residents. In
total, there are approximately 88
acres of existing park space in North
Long Beach. Much of this has to do
with the eras of city growth where
the later efforts of neighborhood
development inclucled consideration
for park space.

Accompanied by family, a child and their dog ptay together
at Coolidge Park in North LongBeach.
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WHAT AREAS
OF UPTOWN LONG BEACH
DID WE STUDY?

Inspired by its mission toimprove community health, Kaiser Permanente
develcped the HEAL Zone initlative in 2004 to suppott healthy behaviors

nd reduce obesity through clinical practice and sustained community-
level change.

Council District 9 |s home to close to 54,000 residents and s surrounded
by the communities of Rahcho Dominguez, ihe cities of Cempton,
Paramecunt, Bellflower, aind Lakewocod, The southern boundary and is
shared by Council District 8,

LOS ANGELES COUNTY NEEDS ASSESSMENT

In 2015, the Los Angeles County Board cf Supervisers approved a motion
to initiate the Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs
Assessment, This represents an unprecedented effort to decument
existing parks and recreation facilities in zities and unincorporated
communities and to use these data to determtine the scope, scale, and
location of park need in Les Angeles County.

THE MAPS SHCWS THE STUDY AREAS @F CQUNC/L DISTRICT 9, THE HEAL ZONE
AND THE LOS ANCELES CCUNTY NEEDS ASSESSMENT. THEAREA WITHIN COUNC/L
DISTRICT 9 15 THE OFFICIAL PROJECT ROUNDARY FOR THIS PLAN.

06 INTRODUCTION
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MORTH LONG BEACH HEAL ZONE

The Long Beach Department of Health and Human Services in partnership
with the Coalition for a Healthy Morih Long Beach [Coalition} was awarded
two million dollars from Kaiser Fermanente to launch and supporta HEAL
Zone initiative in North Long Beach. The MNorth Long Beach HEAL Zone,
which is one of several HEAL Zones if Southiein California, is designed. to
help make healthy choices accessible to peepie in underserved communities
and prevent olzesity related conditions.

TheHE&L Zone vision for North Lang Beach is a cormmunity where people
eat better and move rmore as part of their gaily life. To achieve this vision,
the Health Department and Coalition strive tg reacn the following HEAL
Zone goals:

o’ IMPROVE THE PREVENTION, TREATMENT, AND
MANACEMENT CF OBESITY AND iTS RELATED CONDITIONS

(2]
© H

LOS ANGELES COUNTY NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Unprecedented in scope and scale, in 201¢ the Los Argeles Couinty Parks
and Recreation Departinient embarked on a countywide Patks and
Recreation Needs Assessment that quantifies the need far parks and
recreation resources in'Los Angeles County's cities and unincorporated
areas and estimates the potential cost of meeting that need. The Parks
and Recreation lleeds Assessiment establishes a new way to understand
and think about patks, recreation, and epen space by:
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There are 1l nelghborhoods within

the study area Which all are thigtie

in character and community.

Adearding to the 2010 1S, Census, -.
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GRANT

RAMONA PARK

SAINT FRANCIS

THEREARE ADEITION AL OPEN
SPACEAMENITIES LOCATED
WATHIN OR NEARBY THESTUDY
AREA REFER T2 CHAPTER 3 FOR
ADDITIGNAL INFORMATION,
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The Uptewn Open Space Vision
Plan sheuid be cansidered an
amerigdment to the Gpen Space
Element ef the Long Beach General
Plan. The General Plan sets forth the
goals, pelicies and directions the
City will'take in mahading its future.
The General Plan is the citizens'
"blueprint" for development; the
auicle to achieving our vision. The
Uptown Open Space Vision Flan
is hot a comprehessive plan for
maintenance and programiming,
and it is solely fecused on North
Long Beach, recognizing the need
to address pulplic open space equity
within this community. There are
elements within this Plan that can
be applied to othei warts of the city,
especially identifying to eperi space
and greenway eppartunttics, alony
with broader palicies and potential
funding mechanisms, but this is
intended solely for the Plan's study
area: The research and analysis, along
with the eommuinity engagement,
were foclised on fulfiling the following
goals of the RPlan:
Buijld tipan previsus planning efforts
Los Angeles Caunty

leeds Assessment and City of Long
BeachiGeneral Plapy Update.

Identify opportunities for news
opEr'spaces ant parks based o
a community needs assessment,

Idegtify potential mechanisms,
policies; andifiinding sources for
expanding and maintaining new
public openispace.

Develog potential concepts for
programmiﬁg and construction
lauclget for identified priority projects.

iNTRODUCT!ION
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PLAN STRUCTURE

The Uptown Open Space Vision Plan is formatted to provide a complete
picture for why, where, when and how to expand publicly accessible open
space in North Long Beach. The Uptown Open Space Vision Plan is grounded
by case studies, best practices, statistics, considerable community input
and adopted policy, insuring the projects, programs and policies proposed
in the plan contain significant value,

| INTRODUCTION |
Frames the Uptown Open Space Vision  Captures community opinion as it
Plan’s purpose, scope, and funiction. relates to open space and recreation.
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QONTE] VISION

Imagines a bold future open space
network in North Long Beach

Profiles the physical, social,
and economic landscape.

NDATION [ IMPLEMENTATION |
Describes North Long Beach's
open space hetwork.

Maps out how the vision will
be implemented over time.

3 APPENDIX

Additional information that
supplements the main document.,

IPPORTUNE

Presents the potential for open
space given existing constraints.

HOW IS THIS PLAN IMPLEMENTED?

The Uptown Open Space Vision Plan is to be implemented incrementally
over time as funding becomes available, envisioning a thirty year period. The
most publically visible method of implementation is when the Plan is used
to increase or consolidate land, programs, or services and support funding to
develop new or expanded parks in North Long Beach. The Plan also creates
priorities for strategic planning, evaluation of amenities and programs in
these future parks, and spending of budgeted capital improvernent dollars.
The Plan provides a strategic guide for investments within the city and
shows potential funders the basis for new park development through the
depth of analysis, commmunity input and collective consideration when
identifying cpen space for the community. The Uptown Open Space Vision
Pian will provide the bridge between different administrations, ensuring
that incremental development of open space remains consistent within
the larger park and greenway network.

[INTRODUCTION ) STRATEGIES » OPPORTUNITY TYPES » PROJECTS 3



GUIDING PRINCIPLES

FOR THE UPTOWN

OPEN SPACE VISION PLAN

The Uptown Open Space Vision Plan is grounded on a series of guiding principles that
analyze the existing conditions of the community and open space network, study of
previous plans and best practices and deliberate conversations with residents and local
stakeholders within the study area. This allows the authors of the Plan, department staff
and policymakers to understand the drivers of the program, policies and projects that
result from it. The guiding principles are as follows:
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Strive to increase the total size of Use new park space to reduce Provide opportunities for open
publicly accessible open space impacts from the local space and recreational activities
to reach greater parity with other environment while improving within walking distance of every
parts of the city. availability of healthy activities. resident.

I

.? P
Link open spaces and greenways Plan and design the open space Create ways to better utilize public
into a continuous living system network to be environmentally space in dense and built-out
that connects local residents to and economically sustainable. neighborhoods.

wildlife and nature.

AE L 1._'_
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This Uptown Open Space Vision
Plan is built upon years of previous
work related to analyzing the North
Long Beach environment, engaging
community stakeholders and
developing plans related to open
space. The following pages summarize
each of these foundational plans
and describe the key elements
that have led to the development
of the Uptown Open Space Vision
Plan. This chapter also presents an
existing conditions analysis based
on the Los Angeles County Park
Needs Assessiment as well as other
studies to identify areas of greatest
open space need as well as the
gaps in the open space network.
The analysis uses several types of
indicators that all affect a person's
access to open space including

| CONTEXT
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public health, transpartation, land
use, environmental health, and
demographic information.

The following is an overview of planning
efforts that have been adopted or
are in the process of formulation
with relevance to identify new open
space opportunities in the Uptown
Open Space Vision Plan. Key elements
were identified to reveal specific
projects, policies or implementation
strategies for developing new and
expanded public open space and
enhanced linkages between existing
and new parks and neighborhoods.
The following planning documents
are ordered based on their influence
to the overall Plan.

pPasadens ¥

Long Beach
LEFT LANE

Sorme of the existing planning documents that support
the developmeant af the Uptown Open Space Vision Plan,

Barriers such as this street light and freeway on-ramp
limits various users from accessing destinations




PARKS NEEDS
ASSESSMENT

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE
OPEN SPACE AND
RECREATION ELEMENT

The County of Los Angeles embarked on a multi-year parks assessment
to determine the needs for park repairs, new amenities and new parks
across the county's incorporated and unincorporated areas. Dermographic
analysis, multi-agency and facility assessments were conducted throughout
the county to establish priorities for a bond measure that was approved
hy 75 percent of voters in November of 2016. The bond measure assessed
properties over the next thirty years to fund park maintenance, new
amenities and the development of new parks in communities of neecd.

{ki Fi Expand Davenport Park through the
i econd phase development project

The Open Space and Recreation Element addresses the reguirements
of open space planning with a special emphasis on planning for public
recreation. Four topical areas are required to be covered by Open Space
and Recreation Elernents: [1} open space for the preservation of natural
resources, [2] open space for the managed production of resources, [3]
open space for public health and safety, [4] and open space for outdoor
recreation. The material herein on open space for the preservation and
production of natural resources and open space for public health and safety
is somewhat condensed in this Open Space and Recreation Element. It is
recognized that in this large and diverse community these topics deserve
special focus.

TN A - ]

KEY ELEMENTS
OS POLICY 1.4: Work to acquire and i N8
restore lands along the San Gabriel  and i
and Los Angeles Rivers and wetland

habitats and greenways. a 1

OS POLICY 3.3: ldentify areas of  OSPOLICY &£1: Inventory and analyze
flood, earthquake fault, noise and  City-owned lands, blightad properities

ther hazards for purposes of open and former oil drilling sites to identity
space acquisition. parcels that can be converted toopen

spaces or parks and recreation
7 &.8: Analyz t P P

D
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PARKS, RECREATION &
MARINE STRATEGIC PLAN

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE
LAND USE ELEMENT

CONTREXT

UPTOWN GPEN SPACE VISION PLAN

The Department of Parks, Recreation, and Marine developed a strategic
plan to identify current issues and potential future challenges to the
Department and to develop strategies for meeting them. The resulting
plan incorporates many elements of the City’s Strategic Planh and is used
to direct the department’s recreational programming, park and facility
development and improvement, and administrative decisions for the next
ten years. The mission of the Long Beach Department of Parks, Recreation,
and Marine, “We create community and enhance the quality of life in Long
Beach through people, places, programs, and partnerships,” guicles the
focus andl vision of the Strategic Plan.

HKEY ELEMENTES

sth in

The Land Use Element directs the long-term physical development of
the city by guiding use form and characteristics of improvements on the
land. It designates the location, types and intensity of housing, businesses,
industries, open spaces, public buildings, airports, ports, marinas and other
uses in Long Beach. It also focuses on the city's urban form and character by
addressing the height and massing of buildings, the relationship between
building fagades and public sidewalks and streets, and character features
stich as community gathering places or pedestrian amenities. In essence,
the element sets out the ultimate physical pattern of development and
how buildings are used in Long Beach.

]

KEY ELEMENTS
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GEMNERAL PLAN UPDATE
MOBILITY ELEMENT
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GENERAL PLAN UPDATE

URBAN DESICN ELEMENT

LRBAN
DESIGH eterven;

URBAN

DESI’}Nriﬁ" -t

The Mobility Elernent establishes the vision, goals, policies, and implementation
rmeasures recuired to improve and enhance the city's local and regional
transportation networks, transforming Long Beach into a community that
balances the needs of all modes of transportation as well as the health and
quality of life for residents. This Element presents the City's future plan for
improving the way people, goods and resources move from place to place.

KEY ELEMENTS ~
Strengthen the pedestrian linkages

on Long Beach Boulevard, Artesia
Boulevard and Atlantic Avenue

introduce bike boulevards on various
neighborhood strests throughout
Morthn Long Beach.

Treat streets as an important part of
the public open space system, and
integral part of the city's urban forest

Add class 1} bike lanes onnLong Beach
Boulevard, Artesia Boulevard, Harding
nd South Street

The Urban Design Element defines urban design guidelines that represent
the values of the Long Beach cormmunity, ensuring that the built environment
continues to contribute to the identity and gualities that make the city a
unique and desirable place for people to visit and call home. The intended
outcome of this Urban Design Element is to strengthen the existing
areas of the city that are already illustrative of the identity and qualities
representative of the commmunity’s values. At the same tine, urban design
goals and strategies for weaving areas of land use conflict back into the
urban fabric of the city will be outlined. Urban design goals and strategies
will be informed by the defined values of the community and the context

of the City of Long Beach.

KEY ELEMENTS l

Create, restore, and preserve Open
Space using Southem Califormia Edison
right-of-way [SCE ROW] and facilities
east of Orange Avenue to open space
and acquiring the property at 501
East 67th Street

POLICY UD Z9-3: Loolk foropportunities
onunderutilized streets to repurpose
where unused roadway can become
open space [ig, anenlarged parkway,
greening unpaved alleys, linear, or
pocket park]

POLICY UD 28-1: Provide leadership
and work with the community to
restore and rehabilitate habitats.
and lands along the San Gabriel
River and Los Angeles Rivey, the L
Cerritos Wetlands, Coloradlo Lagoon,
and the Alamitos Bay, Los Cerritos
Wetlands, Colorado Lagoon, and the
Alarnitos Bay

POLICY UD 22-3: Transiormunderused
lots and public properties into vibrant,
social, public spaces to accomimodate
cormimunity gatherings and events

CONTEXT 17
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RIVERLIMK
PLAN
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L Boach Ra el ik

LOS ANGELES
RIVER PLANS

CONTEXT
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The RiverLink Plan provides a framework to connect west side neighborhoods,
and greater Long Beach, with the Los Angeles River. The RiverLink concept
took root in January 2003, studying the opportunities to create a continuous
greenway along the east bank of the Los Angeles River. The west bank of
the Los Angeles River was not included in the study, but there is possibility
to transfer some of the design concepts to the west bank as the overall
I-710 Freeway Plan is implemented. RiverLink seeks to define a sense of
place and envision possibilities for an integrated open space system for
the west side of Long Beach.

Y ELEMENTS

Beyond the Riverlink Plan that stuclied open space opportunities along the
Los Angeles River within the City of Long Beach there have been numerous
regional studies of the five miles of the Los Angeles River that includes
those portions in Long Beach. From the 1930 Olrnsted Plan for the County
of Los Angeles to efforts by the Lower Los Angeles River Working Group,
River LA and Friends of the Los Angeles River, there are many visions that
include the channel as well as the areas on either side of its banks. While
much of the emphasis of landscape and tirban designers has been within
the City of Los Angeles, the significant public investrment that is coming
through the I-710 Freeway expansion should provide greater light on the
Lower Los Angeles River in the Gateway Cities. Despite varied stucdy areas,
scopes and considerations there are a number of parallel elements to
these various plans.

EEMENF!

Use the Los Angeles River a i ]

regional activity trail for bicycling

walking, running and where available } i n
egquestrians. I



COMMUNITY
LIVABILITY PLAN

NORTH LONG BEACH
DESIGN GUIDELINES

Committing to develop and implement a Community Livability Pian for
the 1-710 corridor neighborhoods in the City of Long Beach is a natural
outgrowth of a single crucial realization: neighborhoods within the i-710
corridor bear a disproportionate share of the negative impacts resulting
frorm the operation of the I-710 Freeway and the Ports of Long Beach and
Los Angeles. Further, they receive few of the benefits derived from the $3
billion in goods that are transported through their neighborhoods that
arrive through the two ports. This plan seeks to bring a better balance
between residents’ exposure to environmental and health hazards, and
the benefits and investments they want and need in order to maintain a
healthy environment in which to live, learn, work and play

KEY ELEMENTS

Create an urban forest buffer between
1-710 Freeway and Coolidge Triangle
neighborhood,

Transform West South Streetinto a
greenbeltusing parkwayimprovements
as well as vacant properties.

Use the Southern California Edison Install Class 2 bike lanes and bike
right-of-way to develop a greenbeit boulevard along Harding Street.
east and west of I-710 Freeway/Los

Angeles Rivar.

The North Long Beach Design Guidelines are intended to serve as a guide
for property owners and developers who are planning new development
projects or renovation of existing structures in North Long Beach and for
City of Long Beach Redevelopment Agency and Planning staff who review
those projects. The guide includes recommendations on how to provide
street landscaping, greening and overall improvement of visual character,
as well as how to upgrade and maintain public infrastructure, including
streetscape and landscape improvements in all districts.

[ KEY EL i_.'-“r'{;-i'-" “._'r-'-_}

Enhance linkages along thoroughfares

using medians, street trees and other
landscape treatmenis.
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The community snapshot provides
an overview of important community
parameters including population,
language isolation, race and
ethnicity, and age distribution. The
Los Angeles County Park Needs
Assessment used these and other
key commuunity characteristics as
a dashboard comparison between
the study areas delineated across
the county.

Having a greater understanding of the
larger community helps ensure that
the open space recommendations
respond directly to community-
idlentified needs. The need for open
space can be understood in terms
of total residential population by
observing the amount of open
space acreage per 1,000 people.
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It is also important to understand
the percentage of people who are
isolated within the community.
Studying the map of population
distribution by race and ethnicity
can inform a culturally sensitive
ideation of recommendations. Lastly,
by understanding the population
distribution by age, age groups that
are normally not considered in the
planning process can participate as
well. The following pages provide a
summary of the Los Angeles County
Park Needs Assessment and presents
their relevance to the overall Plan.

Muralin North Long Beachindicating where local
landmarks are located in the community.

ABOVEINsTT
Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust facilitating a
workshop for the LA County Park Needs Assessment.



POPULATION

The metric of population evaluates
the expanded study area’s basis
and represents the total number of
people living within the Los Angeles
County Park Needs Assessment
study area boundary. Los Angeles
County population estimate data was
processed to distribute populations
to a one acre grid system so that
populations are more accurately
represented within each study area.
Del Amo Boulevard was used as the
demarcation line for the expanded
stucly area making up North Long
Beach. At over ninety thousand,
the residential population makes
up almost exactly one-fifth of the
entire city, including the entirety of
Council District 9 and the majority
of Council District 8.

Residential population is most often
one of the primary determinants for
calculating the need for open space,

LINGUISTICALLY
ISOLATED POPULATION

This is a population in which all
members that are 14 years or older
speak a non- English language and
also speak English less than "very
well” The percent reported in the

THE COUNTY AVERAGE 15 261 AND THE
DOMINANT LAMGUAGE AMONG THOSE WHG
ARE LINGUISTICALLY [SOLATED 1S SPANISH

with further layers based on need
and access For example, the City of
Long Beach states in the Open Space
Element Update of the General Plan
the goal of achieving 8 acres of open
space per 1,000 residents. Given that
the study area has 0.9 acres of open
space per 1,000 residents, there is
a clear need for more open space
based on population.

[EoNC EEACH cOAL)
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report is the total percent of the
population in the Study Area that
is linguistically isolated. In addition,
the language spoken by the greatest
percent of the linguistically isolated
population is noted.

Public open space can provide
shared social spaice for residents who
otherwise find themselves isolated
due to their limited understanding
of the English language. Linguistic
isolation between the County and
expanded study area are fairly
consistent at just over a quarter
of the respective populations. The
highest petcentage of those who are
linguistically isolated are Spanish-
speakers, which is the case in North
Long Beach as well.
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POPULATION DISTRIBUTION
BY RACE/ETHNICITY

The data on race was compiled
from U.S. Census Bureau American
Community Survey 5 year estimates
[2010], and further processed by Los
Angeles County to acldress any data
inaccuracies. The U.S. Census Bureau
collects racial data in accordance
to guidelines provided by the U.S.
Office of Management and Budget
[OMB]. This data is based on self-
identification. OMB requires that race
data is collected for a minimum of
five groups: White, Black or African
American, American Indian or Alaska
Native, Asian, and Native Hawaiian
or other Pacific Islander. The data
used to report information on Asian
ethnic groups is from the 2010 US

STUDY AREA
T

M white & pacific Islander
Latino Asian

POPULATION
DISTRIBUTION BY AGE

The age groups shown in the statistics
represent children {ages 0-9]; tweens
and teens [10-17], young adults [18-
24]; adults of typical child-rearing
age [25-54]; older aduits [55-65] and
seniors [65+]. Different age groups
have different needs and use patterns
for open space that park amenities
and programming need to consider.
For example, school age children are
typically in school during the day
while retirees might make use of

STUDY AREA

LA <

M ss

18-24

Census, and thus does not reflect
any changes to the distribution of
these ethnic groups since that time.
There are numerous studies of how
different cultures have come to use
public open space of all kinds, and
these spaces should respond to
these users while being flexible to
adapt to those differences. Unlike
the large county population, the
expanded study area has a racial
majority made up of Latinos [in
the county, there is a Latino plural
majority]. African Americans make
up a nearly a quarter of North Long
Beach's population, while Whites and
Asian Americans make up most of
the remaining quarter.

I

" Native American
African American

parks during that time. Nearly half of
the residential population within the
expanded study area are below 25
or above 65 years of age with similar
comparisons to Los Angeles County
at large. That proportion adjusts to
a younger population in North Long
Beach though maintains a fairly
consistent working age population.
The typically retired age residents
[65+] make up less than a quarter
of that population.

25-54
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The Los Angeles County Parks Needs
Assessment emphasized a series of
select indicators when highlighting
communities in need. Population
density, poverty, vehicle access,
obesity and asthma E.R. visits were
documented though varying scales
of geography, ranging in areas
as large as zip codes to as small
as census tracts. The community
characteristics are based on a cross
section of socio-economic, public
health and pollution indicators.

The community characteristics provide
an interdisciplinary understanding of
where open space is most needed.
Population density helps to spatially
indicate where imbalances between
the ratio of parks to people exist.
Households without access to vehicles

CONTEXT
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inform the level of accessibility to
nearby parks. An examination of
poverty levels offers information as
to which communities would benefit
the most from free recreational
services and activities. Understanding
the relationship between the built
environment and public health, areas
of high childhood obesity indicates a
relationship to existing park locations.
Lastly, studying where concentrated
cases of emergency room visits for
asthma treatment occurs is important
as parks can provide environmental
health benefits as well.

Bird's eye view of Narth Lang Beach facing east along the
south side of the 91Freeway.

VeSS
Pedestrian walking down Atlantic Avenue, near Houghton
Park/Veteran's Valor Plaza.
PUsSAHETIAT G ey




COMBINED COMMUNITY CHARACTERISTICS

This map shows the result of overlaying the previous five maps [poverty,
population density, no vehicle access, school obesity and asthma E.R. visits].
The data are classified into five categories: very fow, jow, moderate, high,
and very high using a quantile-based approach.

Areas shown in the “very low” category generally have low rates of poverty,
population density, low rates of no vehicle access, low rates of obesity, and
low numbers of asthma E.R. visits. Conversely, areas in the "Very High"
category generally have high rates of poverty, high population density,
high rates of no vehicle access, high rates of obesity, and high numbers
of asthma E.R. visits. The very high rate neighborhoods tend to gravitate
toward the northwest and northeast corners and south portions of the
expanded study area. The Powell, Coolidge Park, Hamilton, and Grant
neighborhoods have fairly low rates.
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E.R. VISITS

SEE APPENDIX FOR DETAILED
MAPS AND DESCRIPTIONS.
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It isimportant to studly the characteristics
of the physical environment that
affect the economic, environmental
and medical health ccmmunity.
The functional relationships and
interconnectivity can allude to why
portions of the city might perform more
cohesively than others. Infrastructure,
transportation netwoiks and land-
uses vary greatly in their respective
makeup, taking decades to change,
even with the rnost deliberate
planning and investment.

Anobsarvation of the existing land-use
pattern provides an understanding
of the diverse built environment and
areas of open space potential and
conflict. A closer examination of the
block structure shows the limits to
pedestrian connectivity, such as

CONTEXT
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long blocks and physical barriers.
By also studying transit and bicycle
connectivity, which relate to a larger
active transportation network, it is
possible to determine opportunities
for a larger open space network.
Lastly, observing the bicycle and
pedestrian collisions map shows
potential infrastructure improvement
locations to enhance accessibility
to open space. The analysis of the
built environment helped to begin
the conversation with stakeholders
as to the physical opportunities and
challenges of open space planning.

i - .
.0”?{.._ - o

Top

Thestreet lifeis activated with an active storafront

environment with street furniture and transit accessibility.
1T STEST Y FART N

ABOVE fHSET

Several of North Long Beach's regional connectors and

boulevards are designed for vehicles, some spanning as

much as 80 feet of roadway width.
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LAND USE

This map shows the land uses
as of 2017 classified as industrial,
institutional, open space, residential
and commercial functions. Land
use planning attempts to balance
the highest and greatest use for
a property with the economic,
environtmental and medical health
of the larger community. As shown
in the map, the study area is mainly
comprised of residential areas
with commercial uses along major
corriclors. There are large portions
of inclustrial area as well, especially
along the train line. Part of this task
includes mitigating past conflicting
land uses, often between residential
and industrial uses.

CONNECTIVITY

This map shows the neighborhood
blocks divided by street rights-of-way,
freeways and the Los Angeles River.
The block structure determines relative
ability to reach any destination on
foot or vehicle. With a continuous
street grict with accessible sidewalks,
traveling to destinations are relatively
consistent with absolute distance.
When there are inconsistencies in
the network whether from significant
infrastructure {like freeways], long
street blocks, or large amounts
of cul-de-sacs, connectivity and
neighborhood cohesion breaks
down. In the study area, resiclential
areas have smaller blocks, but such
is not the case in the commercial
and industrial areas. The freeways,
electric transmission corridor, and
the Los Angeles River further limit
the connectivity of the area.

CONTEXT
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BICYCLE +
PEDESTRIAN COLLISIONS

This map shows all bicycle- and
pedestrian-related collisions with
automobiles, using data from the
Transportation Injury Mapping
System [2003-2012]. The size of
the circle on the map indicates the
number of collisions occurring in
and around a given location. Point
data is clustered to consolidate
accidents occurring within 500
feet of one another This clustering
technigue simplifies analysis of the
data - larger circles indicate more
collisions, smaller circles indicate
fewer. Based on this spatial analysis,
we can identify collision hotspots,
with the largest occurring around
the Starr King neighborhood.

TRANSIT ROUTES

This map shows the transit-priority
streets, including primary transit
streets and secondary transit streets
as determined in the Mobility
Element of the General Plan. The
backbone of the city's transit system,
primary transit streets, provide
regional connections, serve a high
volume of riders and offer frequent
service with transit headways of 15
minutes or less during peak hours.
On these streets, transit will be given
priority over automaobiles. Future
improvements for these corridors
might include signal prioritization,
enhanced bus stops and bus-only
lanes. As shown in the map, east-
west connectivity is limited and
there are opportunities to enhance
north-south connections.
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BICYCLE FACILITIES

This map shows existing and
proposed bikeways as shown in the
2017 Long Beach Bike Master Plan
Update, As shown, improvements
for each street corridor will include
dedicated bicycle paths and bicycle
boulevards. The completed network
will encourage people of all ages
and abilities to ride bicycles for their
daily needs. By giving people a safe
and convenient way to access transit
corridors, the enhanced network
will also encourage increased transit
ridership. Bicycle-priority corridors
can be enhanced as an open space
amenity, creating connections for a
larger open space network.

PEDESTRIAN-PRIORITY AREAS

As part of the Long Beach Mobility
Element [2013], the City has identified
pedestrian-priority areas that make it
easier, safer and more enjoyable for
people to walk to their destinations.
In these areas, pedestrians should
take priority over other modes of
transportation. For pedestrian-priority
areas already deemed walkable,
the city will continue to maintain
and improve the street design
with additional enhancements,
including street trees, pedestrian
streetlights, benches, trans and
recycling receptacles, intersection
bulb-outs, bollards, outdoor dining,
enhanced crosswalks and landscaped
planters. In North Long Beach, these
areas include segments of Artesia
and Long Beach Boulevards, Market
Street and Atlantic Avenue,
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There have been several studies that
indicate the environmental health
benefits of parks and vegetation.
esides the direct effect that
regularly inhaling toxic chemicals
has on public health, air pollution
generally forces local residents to be
less physically active, encouraging
obesity and other related health
impacts. Therefore, it is important
to study the characteristics of the
physical environment that impact
the economic, environmental and
rmedical health community.

The Los Angeles County Parks Needs
Assessment used CalEnviroScreen to
measuire different types of environmental
health indicators. CalEnviroScreen is a
screening methodology used to help
identify California's environmentally

xr | CONTEXT
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disadvantaged communities that
are burdened by multiple sources
of pollution, measuring ozone
concentration, diesel particulate
matter [PM] and PM2.5. Ozone is
among the most widespread air
pollution heaith threats and can
cause lung irritation, inflammation
and worsening of existing health
conditions. Exhaust from diesel
engineas contains a mixture of particles
especially harmful to children and the
elderly. PM2.5 isvery small particles
in air that can cause many serious
health effects, including heart and
lung disease

An aerial view of the Port of Long Beach shows the air
pollution that affects the health of thousands of peopie

Childrenare playing an the swings at Coolidge Park in
North Long Beach which runs alongside the I-710 Freeway.




POLLUTION BURDEN

This map shows Pollution Burden scores, which range frorn 0-10. Pollution
Burcen scores were calculated by CalEnviroScreen based on seven
exposure indicators [ozone concentrations in air, PM2.5 concentrations
in air: diesel particulate matter emissions; use of certain pesticides; toxic SO
releases from facilities; traffic density, drinking water contaminants], and  CONCENTRATION - 7
five environmental effect indicators [toxic cleanup sites; groundwater : ¥ 3
threats; hazardous waste facilities and generators; impaired water bodies; gggggtm,m\; >
solid waste sites and facilities]. Exposure indicators are used to indicate 3 { :
potential human exposure to pollutants; environmental effect indicators
are adverse environmental conditions caused by pollutants.

PM2.5
CONCENTRATION

SEEAPPENDIX FOR DETAILED
MAPS AND DESCRIPTIONS.

(ST7AT I

|
|

TR SN

Lasl

Ay,
JURC

| T R e |
500 yd 1000 2000
" 1very High . | High Moderate Low Very Low J study Area

ONTE

C xT
UPTCGYWN OPEN SPACE VISION FLAN




As the connections between public
health and characteristics of the
physical environment are becorming
more evident, health indicators are
being used for planning everything
from opan space planning to street
design. Analyzing public health data,
type 2 diabetes rates and obesity
can help determine a community's
relative lavel of health isolation while
rates of asthma, heart disease and
cancer can indicate the impacts of air
pollution. Healthcare providers, health
foundations and health departments
are emphasizing place-based initiatives
based on the cross-section of many
of these health indlicators and public
investmeant in infrastructure, such
as park space, active transportation
facilities and habitat restoration is
following suit Crime is also an area

WHN QPEN SEACE VISTGN BLAN

of public health concern and can
be addressed by improving the
peclestrian environment to feel safer
and deter criminal activity. Body
weight is significantly associated
with physical activity and studies
find that environmental amenities,
such as access to outdoor recreation
facilities and amenities, promote
higher levels of physical activity
and have potential to contribute
to reducing obesity prevalence and
improving public healih.

The new Michelle Obama Library has a learning garden that
has edible fruit for those in the community

Person shaps at local liquor stare, which contains
unhealthy food options.




The purpose of this Health Disadvantage Index [HDI} is to prioritize public s
and private investments, resources and programs. HDI includes diverse ' _#g
non-medical economic, social, political and environmental factors that

influence physical and cognitive function, behavior and disease. These DEATHS
factors are often called health determinants or social determinants of

health and form the root causes of disadvantage. Indicator data used for  ‘hme "
HD{ comes from publicly available sources and is produced at a census

tract level. ADULT
OBESITY

SEE APPENDIX FOR DETAILED
MAPS AND DESCRIPTIONS.
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A The Parks Needs Assessment proposes a new way to understand and'think
about parks, recreation, and open space by:

NEW = Considering parks as key infrastructure needed to
OPEN SPAC E maintain and improve the quality of life for all County residents.
Using a hew series of metrics to determine park need.
PLANNING Sy : E .
Supporting a need-based allocation of funding for parks and recreation.
PARADIGM Emphasizing both community priorities and deferred maintenance projects.
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Long Beach's recreational open
space in 1973 was estimatad to be
2,500 acres, Since then, there have
been about 200 acres of recreational
open space that have been added
to the existing stock, while the
number of Long Beach residents
has increased by over 30 percent
according to U.S. Census data. In
other words, the development of
new park space has not kept up with
the increase in population, which
is mostly the result of high land
costs and limited land availability.
fn 1973, the ratio of recreational
open space to population was 7.0
acres per 1,000 residents. In 2016,
this ratio is only 5.8 acres per 1,000
residents. Further, much of the
recreational open space is located
in the eastern and coastal sections
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of the community, while most of the
population growth has occurred in
the central, western, and northern
sections of the city.

As of 2018, residents of North Long
Beach are served by four public
parks, totaling less than ninety acres.
When considering this relative to
the rest of the city, this is a tenth of
Long Beach's residential population
served by less than three percent
of the total stock of municipally
owned public open space. There
are over ohe hundred and seventy
parks in Long Beach, with just four
of them in North Long Beach. The
newest park in North Long Beach 1s
DeForest Park, which was created
over forty years ago.
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This map shows the tocations of existing parks and
amenities both inside and outside the study area.

This family rides horses in DeForest Park.
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PARK METRICS

This sec¢tion presents an overview of where parks are needed most in the study area, considering available park
acres, distance to parks and population density. Other metrics are also included in this section such as walkability,
amenity quantities, and amenity condition.

AMENITIES PER 100,000 PEOPLE

Amenity data presented for each study area was captured during the Inventory Web Portal phase of this needs
assessment. Each of the participating cities, the County of Los Angeles, and other State, Regional, and local
agencies reviewed their parks and reported their amenity information. For each study area, the number of each
amenity available per 100,000 people was calculated for comparison with Countywide, State Top Cities Average,
and National Top Cities Average numbers.
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ACCESSIBLE PARK ACRES

This map shows the quantity of park
acres available to residents of the
stucly area. Accessible park acres
are calculated by assigning a park
service area to each park, based on
the acres of the park and using the
Caunly’s service area standards as
a guide for parks under 10 acres.
Ihe park service areas used were
as follows: 3 acre or smaller park:
¥ mile service area, 3-10 acre park:
4 mile service area; more than 10
acre or Special Use Facilities: 2 mile
service area. Service area distances
are cdetermined using the walkable
road/pedestrian network to more
accurately represent distance,
Populations located within the
service area of a park are considered
to have all those park acres available
to them. Populated areas two
or more miles from a park are
represented as having zero park
acres available to them. Data was
categorized into 10 quantiles—the
higher the available park acres the
lower the need.

DISTANCE TO PARK

Park availability is evaluated
by locking at each household's
distance from a park [refer to
"Distance to Park" in this Glossary
for additional information]. The
Trust for Public Land's Center for
City Park Excellence identified a 12
rnile [approximately 10 minute] walk
to a park as the distance that most
pedestrians are willing to walk to
reach a park. This distance has been
widely adopted as a standard for
providing nearby access to parks
and open space. Of the 100 largest
cities in the United States that have
explicit park distance goals, over 60
percent use ¥z mile.
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PARK NEED

This was evaluated by examining
park acre need, distance to park, and
population density. Park acre need
is defined as the inverse of available
park acres: a greater number of
available park acres corresponds to
a lower level of park acre need, while
a smaller number of available park
acres corresponds to a higher level of
park acre need. Park acre need scores
were generated using a weighted
analysis, with park acre need
weighted as 20 percent, distance to
park weighted as 20 percent, and
population density weighted as
60 percent to the final park need
score. Park acre need scores were
placed into five categories: very low,
low, moderate, high, and very high.
Areas with the highest park need
have few available park acres, are a
long distance from parks and have
high population density. Conversely,
areas with low-park need have more
available park acres, are closer to
parks and are less densely populated.

PARK ACRE NEEDS

Park pressure is the potential
demand if each resident of a
parkshed were to use the park
closest to them. A parkshed is
defined by a polygon containing
all households having the given park
as their closest park. The population
within this parkshed is then
calculated, providing an estimate
of the number of nearby potential
park users. The acreage of the park
under consideration is then used to
calculate the number of park acres
available per 1,000 people within
the parkshed. Parks with fewer park
acres avaitable per 1,000 residents
are more likely to experience heavy
use. Various studies report that
people are more likely to visit the
park closest to them than any other
park, and that people tend to visit
their closest park more frequently
than parks farther away. Thus, the
population contained within the
parkshed is the population most
likely to use the park at the center
of the parkshead.
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TYPE

PARK SIZE

SERVICE AREA

PERMITTEDR USES BLDG COVERAGE

EXAMPLES

According to the 2002 Open Space and Recreation Element Update of the Long
Beach General Plan, park types are typically defined by a combination park acreage,
diversity and number of uses and size of service radius. This determines the amount
of resources invested in programming and amenities and helps define the level of
service for various parts of the city. The park types are defined as follows:

18 Mile

100 of total areg

landscaping, irdgation, walking
paths seating areas and picnic
tables, sand boxesftot jots,

scufpture/ast drinking fountains,
and trash receptacles
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playaround etuipment, play court,

3 HBORHOGE)

.

8oacres

/2 mile

7%

all of the yses allowsd in mmi parks

plus: restroom buildings, recieation
fields, courts and rinks, water faaturss
libraties, day care centars, cormsmimity
centers, and parking and drive alslss

35 acres

I mile

| 0",

alt of the uses allows=d n
netghhorhood patks plus
swirnming pools, and other

raive arpenitis




PARK TYPES
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: % apvroved by the City Coundil
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There are two neighiborhood parks:
Ramona and Coolidge Parks, one
cominunity park: DeForest Park and
Wetlands and one regional park:
Houghton Park. Houghton Park is
smaller in scale than many of the
community parks in Long Beach,
including DeForest Park, but due to
its location and community center, it
provides regional level services and
programs to the City, as well as some
adjacent communities. Therefore,
this Plan identifies Houghton Park
as a regional-serving park.

Three of the parks are clustered
relatively close to each other.
with Ramona Park located at the
eastern edge of North Long Beach's
municipal border with Lakewood
Deforest Park and Wetlands and

FOUNDATION
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Houghton Park's respective size and
proximity means the neighborhood
between is well-served by the
public park network. Many of the
neighborhoods in North Long
Beach lack their own park and
have limited access to parks in other
neighborhoods due to geographic
bairiers like freeways, industrial areas,
ahd other infrastructure. As part of
the 2016 Los Angeles County Needs
Assessment, the College Square,
Starr King, Hamilton, and McKinley
neighborhoods north of the SR-91
Freeway were specifically identified
as neighborhoods with "high" or
"very high" need of new park space.
Information on these existing parks
presented in the following pages
from largest to smallest.
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This map shows the locations of the
four existing parksin the study area.

Playground equipment located at Coolidgs Park.




EXISTING OPEN SPACES

INFORMATION REGARDING

The four existing parks in North Long Beach are identified in this section
with focus on how they were established, who they serve and the amenities
that are available. This is done to identify potentially relevant precedents for
future open space development as well as to further isolate potential needs
in the community. For each of these existing parks, information regarding its
neighborhood, typology, size, service capacity, opportunity type, and
amenities are presented.
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The nelghborhood that the park is Identifies the service area of the Provides the total park acreage.
geographically located. park and its amenities.
f A
. ]
L 9
Describes how many acres serve Characterizes the opportunity type Displays the park amenities, uses,
every 1,000 residents. of the park's development. and programming taking place

within the park.
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DEFOREST PARK & WETLANDS

The City-owned portion of the park
is 15 acres and was improved in
1976 from land acquired as excess
property from the Los Angeles
County Flood Control District. By
2000, the area was overgrown with
non-native plants and dry weather
runoff from the stormwater crain
system. A feasibility study was
undertaken to determine if the
hasin could be restored as a natural
wetland habitat while retaining its

¥
; PARK

CITY or
LOoN§ GEACH

MNEIGHBORHOOD
DeForest Park

PARK SIZE

499 Acres

SERVICE CAPACITY

FOUNDATION
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flood control function When the
restoration was found feasible in
2004, plans were developed and
an Environmental Impact Report
certified in 2006. The City has
partial funding for the restoration
from the Los Angeles County Safe
Neighborhood Parks Bond Act of
1996, and in 2010, the City received
$2.5 million for the restoration
project.

The park is improved with a
small community room and staff
office, four lighted tennis courts,
a handball/racquetball court
structure, two playgrounds, two
baseball fields, a basketball court
and two restrooms. There is also
abundant wildlife to observe,
including birds, snakes, and lizards,
as well as a diversity of native and
nonnative plants.
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PARK TYPE
Community

OPPORTUNITY TYPE
Los Angeles River
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302 acres per 1,000 residents

The rernaining 34.91 acres is used
as the DeForest Wetlands, which
the City uses through a Los Angeles
County Flood Control District
permit. This is a County detention
basis, used to hold floodwaters
until the Los Angeles River can
accommodate the additional flows.
The permit to use the area was
the result of a vigorous grassroots
community campaign to create
the nature area. A trail was created
through the basin and donated
plants installed by volunteer labor.
Residents also work together to
maintain the area, organizing
cleanups throughout the park.

Veronica Wallace and her dog, two-year old Nero, at
DeForest Park enjoying the park,

Visitors to DeForest ParkinLong Beach
play footballon Thanksgiving.
1 i A

AMENITIES

Baskethall Court Sana vollavball Tournt
Community Centat Restrosys
V/alking Trail Youth Recreation
Playground Adibs Classas
Racquethall Court

Softhall Feld

Tznnis Court



HOUGHTON PARK

Colonel Sherman Otis Houghton
bought a 78 acre ranch in North
Long Beach in 1896 that included
the present Houghton Park. In 1924,
three acres of land was donated
by the Houghton family with an
additional acre donated by a real
estate firm. The City of Long Beach
purchased 24.88 acres from the
Houghton family in 1927.

In 1947, the Park Commission
approved the location of a canteen
building in the northeast corner
of the park. The clubhouse was
expandad to include a canteen to
serve the recreational interests of the

ey

" HOUGHTON
PARK.

CiTy of
Lous DEACH

NEICHBORHOOD
Houghton

PARK SIZE

24.8 Acres

SERVICE CAPACITY
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boys and girls atiending Jordan High
School and the freestanding building
removed. In 1973 a Neighborhood
Facilities Center was built with
Federal grants and houses programs
of the Department of Health and
Human Services and the Council
Field Office. In 1987, the cornmunity
recreation center was again
expanded to add a senior citizen's
center. This addition included multi-
purpose rooms and a reading room.

Renovation of the baseball fields,
playground, and sports field lights
occurred with funding from the Los
Angeles County Safe Neighborhiood
Parks Bond Acts of 1992 and 1996.
The park also includes threes baseball
diamonds, a soccer field overlay on
the baseball diamonds, another
separate soccer field, a playground,
tennis courts, basketball courts, and
a skate park built in 2004.

e

PARK TYPE
Regional

OPPORTUNITY TYPE
Property Acquisition/Donation

RN R R N RN S I

169 acres per 1,000 residents

The City conducted community
outreach in 2015 for the new
Houghtorn Park Master Plan, which
ensures the development of
community facilities that contribute
to a cohesive sense of place and
becomes a source of pride in the
community of North Long Beach
Outdoor fitness stations and a
walking loop was also added in
2015 as part of an effort by the Long
Beach HEAL Zone initiative.

Skater grinds the bowl at the Skatepark
focated at the southwest portion of Houghton Park.
1 tl

Trumpeter performs with band at Village Fest
at Activate Uptown in Houghton Park.
- . .

AMEMITIES

Basehall Field Vizbetans Mermonal

Baskathall Court Softhall Fields
Comumunity Center Tennis Coutts
Picnic Area Volleybali Court
Playyrouind Restyoon's
Soccer Fiald Outdoor Fitness Zone

Skate Park Walking Trail
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RAMONA PARK

In 1951, the City Council authorized
the purchase of this land from
Certified Markets, Inc.

The park includes a baseball field.
soccer field, two tennis courts,
basketball court, volleyball court/
roller hockey rink, picnic area,
baseball field, playground, and
restrooms. A community center,
which hosts youth recreation and

NEICHZORHOOD
Ramona
PARK SiZE

7.2 Acres

SERVICE CAPACITY

FOUNDATIGH
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teen programs, was completed in
1995 with Los Angeles County Safe
Neighborhaod Parks Bond Act of
1992 funds and State Parks Bond
Act of 1988 funds and Park Impact
Fees. Playground and field lignting
renovations were competed ir
1997 with Los Angeles County Safe
Neighborhood Parks Bond Act of
1992 funds.

The entrance to Ramona Park Community Center, which
features an auditorium, community room, and kitchen,

Playground features a swingset for smaller children,

PARK TYPE
NMeighborhood

s A B S 8 A S B 8BNS IR AR S AN L

CPPORTUNITY TYPE
Property Accuisition
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0 51 acres per 1,000 residents

AMENITIES

Basewall Fleld
Baskztioall Court
Caommuinity Centar
Picnic Ar=a
Flayaround

Socoer Fisld

Softball Felds

Tannis Caurt=
Vallayball Cowmts
ResTronms

Youth Recteation

Teen Piodgrams



COOLIDGE PARK

)
i

INn 1955, 8 acres of land was acquired
by the City of Long Beach from the
State Department of Transportation.
That same year, a development
plan was approved by the City
Council. Approximately one acre
of the original parcel purchased was
taken by the State of California to
construct the 1-710 Freeway.

"~ CooLidge
Park

CiTY of

LOUE DEACH NEIGHBORHOOD

Coolidge

PARK SIZE
61 Acres

SERVICE CAPACITY

..................

Despite the Coolidge Park's unusuatl
shape and acljacency to a freeway,
there are several amenities including
a baseball field, basketball court,
playground, restrooms, picnic area,
community center, and a youth
recreation program. The community
center is also used as a staff office.
The baseball field's fencing and
lighting as well as the playground
were redeveloped in the late 1990's
with funding from the Los Angeles
County Safe Neighborhood Parks
Bond Acts of 1992 and 1996.

Located in the northern portion
of the park is the Coolidge Park
Dog Park, which is a 0.25 acre
ADA accessible dog park which
opened in 2014. In that same year,
the Los Angeles Clippers Foundation
donated approximately $100,000

PARK TYPE
Neighborhood

OPPORTUNITY TYPE
Freeway & Property Acquisition

-----------------------------

(195 acres per 1,000 residents

to build a new playground, replace
the flooring, poles, and backboards
on the park's two basketball
courts. A $30,000 grant from
Kaiser Permanente’s HEAL Zone
initiative also went towards the
construction of a Fitness Zone
featuring apparatuses for step-up,
sit-up, and pull-up exercises as well
as plastic equipment for leg presses,
chest presses, and a swinging cardio
walker.

Los Angeles Clippers Basketball ptayers play with children
at the refurbished courts donated by the organization.

Playground features telephone tubes which are a fun way
for children to play using thelr auditiory senses.

AMENITIES

Baskathali Court OQutdoar Fitness 7an=

Softhal Reld Youth Program
Playground

Dog Park

Rastiooms

Ficpic Arss

Park Clubhinuse
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While the Uptown Open Space
Vision Plan focuses on North Long
Beach's Council District 9, residents
within the study area do practically
use of have the opportunity to
use nearby open spaces and
recreational facilities. While some
of these parks and open spaces
are within the City of Long Beach.
others are located within adjacent
rmunicipalities. During the public
participation process, community
members were able to identify
some of these open spaces that
the project teamn did not previously
consider open space amenities. As
a result, this encouraged collecting
inventory of other unique types of
open spaces. These open space
opportunities include private and
fec-based recreational uses such

FOUNDATION
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as community gardens, swimming
pools, and equestrian trails

The following open spaces and
nearby amenities are separated
into one of three categories: quasi-
public community assets located
within the study area, open
spaces that represent an unique
typology located within a quarter
mile outside of the study area and
quasi-public community assets
located outside of the study area.
By exploring both public and semi-
public parks and amenities, we can
point to these nearby precedents
and study their successes and
missed-opportunities. The location,
history and existing condition of
these parks and amenities are also
clescribed in the folowing list.
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This map shows the locations of the parks and
public spaces that are outside of the study area.

Playgrownd equipment located at nearby Chace Park

i
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Fire Station #12 is a 0.Z5 acre site jocated at the intersection
of Cundry Ave and 65th St. Previousiy built In

1930 as a Long Beach fire station, which operated from
1937 t0 2013 until a8 new facility was built nearby:
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VegetablesthevAavedrown framiheirhomeorgatdetiplat

The Michetle Obama Library js'a 27 acre site located at
5870 Atlantlc Ave. The library includes areas for children,
teans and adults, three community reeting spatzes arid
_ddaptive taahnalegles for. peop!e with dssabillues \

3 e .
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South Street Gre«.nmﬁt is 8 passive L!y acre !
linear park located alang South Street from
Jaymilils Aventie to the east and EeF@rest Avenue
to the west.

P!

o.-‘-;-a¢-¢--l--o-o-p(l.-\l-;{cchx-0'---;---pc----lv—---'-&"'_

Thegtechh; e!t extended west nfnm:yAvenue TNHS47 o eveutudf!y Wtestaf‘laymdls
Sfate1980s The sied Copsistsiofancxeess siraat rfght-af woythathdss
i ipsTolpedinto d neaghburbood*m—v?pg parkwy With tikf trees andfenciags
to defme the spaae dhd providesiesidehisd Peatefuliexperience heading fowdrds the
-ﬂeForest Park & Wetldads,

FOUNDATION
UHTAWN OFER SPACE VISION PLAN




YHIEAT
U"’TOWN OPCN SSACEVISICNBLAN

Davenport patk was a landtiil site and then an ingustrial

site before ?.ram:, remediated and converted to a lt.5acre
park jocated on the gast side of Paramount Boulevard at
55th Way Fn.'i ween Cancdiewoad Street and South Strest.
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It has yet to be determined what the future use of the
Farmer North Long Beach Library will be, which served
area residents until 2016 when the .'v_ach’.-i?f’ Obama Library
opened on Atlantic Avenue.
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Based on an examination of the existing park system, this
chapter presents innovative open space opportunities
throughout the study area. Aloing with a description of each of
these Opportunity Types, there are maps that present potential
locations as well as relevant cases studies that are shown to
inspire success. This inforrnation was expressad in the first
round of public outreach and was used to obtain community
knowledge of what open space ideas should be prioritized.
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Long Beach is a largely built-out
community with few undeveloped
parcels remaining within the City
limits to create new large areas
of public open space. The city's
few remaining contiguous, vacant
parcels of any substantial size are
generally in the southeast area,
which are already being considered
for restoration of the natural habitat.
With property values in Southern
California among the highest in the
nation - even the world - purchasing
properties is a costly exercise,

Instead, Long Beach has and will
need to continue to be creative
and innovative when attempting
to develop new park space for
under-served portions of the city.
Sharing facilities, reclaiming spaces,

- OPPORTUNITY
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and repurposing infrastructure
has yielded some of Long Beach's
newest parks, serving as relevant,
successful case studies which
residents, planners, and Officials can
experience firsthand. While North
Long Beach has few vacant parcels
to redevelop as open space, there
are hundreds of acres of publicly
owned or managed land that can
help serve the neighborhoods
lacking access to parks.

During the public participation
process, community members had
the opportunity to provide input
oh which opportunity type they
had interest in. Given their expert
knowledge of the commmunity, they
were also able to identify additional
locations for new open space.
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This map shows the locations of all potent;alinnovative
opean space opportunmes inNorthLongBeach
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Sculptures help to activate this vacantiotimNorthLlong
Beach, which otherwiseis a neighhorhood blight
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INFORMATION REGARDING
OPEN SPACE OPPORTUNITIES

In this section are the primary sources of opportunities for developing new public open
space in North Long Beach, each with their own considerations and advantages. To
realize all of these opportunities would be for North Long Beach to reach parity with the
east side of the city, which is served by El Dorado Park and Heartwell Park, as well as a
half dozen other public parks and pubilic facilities. Achieving park equity will require a
coordinated effort with local support. The Opportunity Types are each listed with

the following information:
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Lays out the general description
of the opportunity, saving specific
examples and locations for later
in the document.

Each has the goal of
accormmodating additional
public open space but also have
additional potential benefits.

Provides a reasonable assumption
of the total land area potentially
available for public open space

if fully realized.
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Categorizes the types of parks and ldentifies park amenities that Highlights relevant precedents to

service areas the opportunity type
can provide in each scenario.

would not likely be allowed within
each opportunity type based on
studying best practices.

the opportunity type, starting with
the most local, typically within the
region, or state.
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Convert Southern California Edison rights-of-way understory.

into linear parks ac-:ommnda-ﬁing passive recreational uses.
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AVAILABLE LAND POTENTIAL PARK
155 Acres Neighborhood, Community, Regional

RESTRICTED AMENITIES

Sports Field, Teen Center, Stake Park, Senior Center, Community Center, Gymnasium, Swimming Pool, Sports
Court, and Playground

B e 0 ¢ 83 2% L8 SISO MP DA A E A .

ALLOWABLE AMENITIES

Equestrian Trail, Picnic Area, Multipurpose Field, Walking Trail, Meadow, Dog Park. Nature/Wetlands, Restroom,
Outdoor Fitness Zone, and Community Garden
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SCE is the electricity provider for the
majority of the region not within
the City of Los Angeles, which has
its own municipal power provider.
Regional electricity transmission
infrastructure skirts the City of Long
Beach along the northern, western,
and eastern municipal boundaries.
These rights-of-way typicaliy parallel
other major regional infrastructure
corridors, including the Los Angeles
and San Gabriel Rivers, as well as
multiple freeways. These transmission
corridors, typically a standard city-
block wide, encompassing a total
of about a square-mile of land area
within Long Beach, or two percent of
its total land area. This area does not
include the Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power's electricity
corridor which runs through El
Dorado Park to reach a power plant
in Seal Beach.

In most cases, there are no permanent
structures within the electricity
transmission cotridors, allowing for
a variety of less intensive uses to
take place. In many communities
across Southern California - as well
as within El Dorado Park - the right-
of-way serves as public park space.
In North and West Long Beach, the
SCE right-of-way serves a variety of
functions including as nurseries, self-
storage, and truck parking. As part
of the Land Use Element update of
the General Plan, these transmission
corridors and other infrastructures
are being consistently classified as
open space, which will focus these
spaces as passive uses that will have
less impact on adjacent communities.

Based on best practices developed
by electricity providers and local
parks agencies, there are design and
programming criteria to consider
when utilizing transmission corridors
for public open space. The base of
transmission pylons need to be
secure to reduce public access to
their base while also providing ease
of access for maintenance crews. Park

uses tend to be passive within the
area of the transmission lines with
few or no permanent structures,
limited tree canopy [with a notable
exception of the El Dorado Nature
Center], and few playgrounds or
organized sports apparatus.

The transmission corridors extend
well beyond Long Beach through
the region creating the potential
for regional connections to other
communities via greenways complete
with public open space, recreational
amenities, and active transportation
trails. They extend immediately into
the cities of Compton, Paramount,
Beliflower, and Lakewood, all of which
have already developed numerous
parks within the SCE rights-of-way.

.............................
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There are nearly
three dozen ptiblic parks
located within electricity

transmissicn corridots,
tilve majority of those
being within rights-of-way
owhed by SCE, with some
portions eontralied by Los
Angeles Department of
Water and Pawer.

The cities of Paramouit, €erritos,
ancd Lakewood are have each
ytilized SCE rights-of-way for
maote than halfeftheir tespective’ | &
cities‘available public park'space. =

El Borada Park'is the larciest .
municipal park in the redion until :
teaching the hills of Whittier to
the northeast and Palo Vercdes

to the southwest Ten percent

of the regional park's over 850
acres ars Within SCE's electricity
transmission eotkidal, adjacent
totheisan Cabriel River ehansnel:
Maost of the park arealis passive |
inuse with a few trails and picnic
atreas, tholigh the El Dorado
Natiire Centerincluding its
huhdreds ofispecies of €alifernia
native wildlife atid plants makes
tse _of"the cotridorarea.
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AVAILABLE LAND POTENTIAL PARK
85 Acres Neighborhood, Communlry, Ragional

RESTRICTED AMENITIES

Teen Center, Senior Center, Gymnasmm Commumty Centar, and Swinmiming Pool

ALLOWABLE AMENITIES

Sports Field, Equestrian Trafl, Picnic Area, Multipurpose Field, Stake Park, Walking Trail, Meadow, Doy Patk,
Nature/Wetlands, Restroom, Sports Court, Outdoor Fitness Zone, Playground, and Community Garden
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Throughout time, the Los Angeles
River has helped to support the
development of the metropolitan
region as it served as the primary
source of freshwater before the
construction of the Los Angeles
Aqueduct. Early settlements
that encroached onto the river's
floodplain experienced instances
of flooding that destroyed entire
towns. In the 1930's, the US Army
Corps of Engineers created a plan
to control the free-flowing river by
building a channel that stretches
from the Santa Susana Mountains
all the way down to its mouth in
Long Beach where it meets with
the Pacific Ocean. The construction
of this approximately 51 mile-long
concrete flood control infrastructure
came at the expense of eliminating
riparian habitats that hosted highly
diverse types of plants and animals
that were native to the region and
climate.

Numerous park advocates and
environmental advocacy groups
are supporting the reclamation and
restoration of portions of the Los
Angeles River for natural vegetation
and wildlife. By working with the
US Army Corps of Engineers, who
hold ultimate decision-making
powet, local organizations and
municipalities hope to acguire
adjacent lands by terracing back
the channel walls and studying
opportunities to enhance the
floodplain. Los Angeles River
ravitalization advocacy groups have
identified the Los Angeles River as
an Open Space Opportunity that
could also help to improve local
and regional connectivity, economic
development, water qquality, and air
quality. In 2018, the Lower LA River
Working Group released their L owe

LA River Revitalization Plan that
proposes enhancements to 19 miles
of the river from Vernon to Long
Beach to resemble a "natural" river
by preserving the natural habitat.

In Long Beach, the Los Angeles River
presents unigue opportunities for
nublic open space and multimodal
connectivity. DeForest Park is
located east of the river, separated
only by the Los Angeles River
Bicycle Path. There is potential
to use the Los Angeles River to
bridge DeForest Park to Coolidge
Park. which is jocated west of the
river, separated by the SCE right-of-
way and the |-710 Freeway. Artesia
Boulevard is the only street that
touches both sides of the study area
and enhancements to the street
can strengthen overall east-west
connectivity. North of the SR-91
Freeway, there are opportunities
to enhance the Los Angeles River
and connect both sides of the SCE
righit-of-way, which could also serve
as a public open space.

As of 2017, there are a few segments
of the Los Angeles River that are
accessible for recreational purposes,
but to ensure that natural habitats
are restored to its greatest capacity
within reason, it is recommended
that future park uses would remain
more passive with few permanent
structures and with landscaping that
does not significantly interfere with
the river's ability to channel water.
Accomplishing the transformation
of the Los Angeles River into a
dgreenbelt and waterway would
require coordination between

City officials, US Army Corps of
Engineers, California Department of

Transportation [Caltrans}, and SCE.

CASE STU
2

For over a decade,

the City of Los Angeles
[LA] has been planhing to
enhance large portions

in and around the LA River
into publicly aceessible
Cpen space.

[n 2016, the LA Eity Council
adoptedithe LA River Ecosystert)
Restoration Feas(aility Sty
wWhich was prepared by the @ity
of LA in conjunctien with the

US Army Cotp of Engineers. Fhe
Study proposes enhancing 1
milesalong the LA RIVeEWhile
maintaihing existinglcvels
ofifload risk prahagement. e
additisn to restoring the historic
riparian corricor withiwildlife and
natural vegetation, the Study aiso,
includes opportunities for passive
fecreation thatlis compatible
Wwith'the restared envirenment.
Qtherwise khiown as Alternative
20, the preject isiestimatecto
cost gpproximately $1.3 billion,
with the City being responsible

for paying 5980 million to be paid

ihcrementally chi a'project-by-
project basis.
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UPTOWN OPEN SPACE VIS[ON RLAKN




AVAILABLE LAND POTENTIAL PARK
115 Acres Mini, Neighborhood, Commumty
RESTRICTED AMENITIES
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Teen Center, Senior Center, Gymnasium, Community Center, and Swimming Pool
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ALLOWABLE AMENITIES

Sports Field, Equestrian Trail, Picnic Area, Multinurpose Field, Stake Park, Walking Trail, Meadow, Dog Park,
Nature/Wetlands, Restroom, Sports Court, Outdoor Fitness Zone, Playground, and Community Garden
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The development of the nation’s
freeway network was a massive
planning and engineering
achievement. The freedom of
movement that automobiles and
freeways provide has become
embedded into the everyday activity
of most Americans, with Southern
California being the center of the
car culture. The construction of new
freeways continues to be substantial
public investment to increase their
capacity and efficiency.

Memorial Park in La Cafiada
Fllntrldge is approximately
1.5 acres and the first
freeway cap park in Los
Angeles County.

A freeway cap park eovers a
belew-grade freeway by Using
the embankment areatg biiild
skruictural stupport for a platform
that cannects pedestrian briddaes
together—functioningisimilarly
ia aitunnel It operates with both
active and passive park tises
including a playgreund, pichic
area,gazebe, and lawn The park
is used by eomimunity menibers
and also pragrammed With lacal
events, including a stmmer
Music in the Park sefies ahd'a
local farmer's market.

While it is nearly impossible to
measure the total investment
into freeways, their impacts to the
communities they were built upon
and through is also immeasurable.
Millions of homes, businesses, and
community institutions were in the
path of these freeways and thus
had been impacted, relocated, or
all together eradicated. They have
divided or destroyed communities,
with Long Beach no different as the
1-710 and SR-91 Freeways slice North
Long Beach in four quadrants.

In 2013, the City of
Bellflower constructed a
3.5 acre linear park on the
south side of the SR-91
Freeway on Palm Street.

fn coordination with Caltrans, the
City of Eellffower was dranted
along-term lease adjacent

to the SR-91 Freeway for 20

years. This involved captufing
underutilized areas of the
freeway embankment area

and canverting it into puplic

open space. The pgark cost an

estimated 52 1M, paid mostly'in
grants and lecalidevelopment
fees. Palm Street Park features
acurvilinear walking path with
pedestrian lights, [andseaping,
pichic area, plavgraund, and
vebieular and bicycle parking!

Communities throughout the
nation are beginning to look into
innovative ways to reconnect these
neighhorhoods by building more
and stronger connections above
and below these freeways. This
has been accomplished by using
residual spaces to pull the sicles
closer together, building above and
befow the freeways and in some
cases removing them altogether.
Long Beach is actually considering
rermoving a freeway; the Terminal
Island Freeway on the Westside.

Mission Creek Park
is over 10 acres of
public open space
with both'active and
passive uses.

The park is one of the garliest
parks Bulltin the Mission Bay
neigiiborhood surrounding
Mission Creek, allowing users to
recreate freely arotind the body
ofwater. The western portion of
the patrk Was bt tinderneath
the'Z8C Freeway, creating new
oppartunities for open space.
Tlis underutthzad marshland
nowinclides a walking path,
basketball colirts, sand volleyball
court, smalllboat house, drought
talerant landscaping, pedestrian
lights, stormwater basin, dag
patrk andilawey.
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500 yd 1000 2000
AVAILABLE LAND POFENTIAL PARK
105 Acres Mini, Neighborhood
RESTRICTED AMENITIES
Equestrian Trail, Picnic Area, Stake Park, Senior Center, Dog Park, and Nature/Wetlands

ALLOWABLE AMENITIES

Sports Field, Multipurpose Field, Teen Center, Gymnasium, Community Center, Swimming Pool, Walking Trail,
Meadow, Restroom, Sports Court, Outdoor Fithess Zone, Playground, and Community Garden
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Municipal governments and school
districts across the nation are
establishing joint use agreemenits of
school recreation areas in an effort
to better use existing resources,
share expenses for maintenance
and development of open space and
to create open space opportunities
in built-out environments. The
[2002] Open Space Element of Long
Beach's General Plan outlined the
recreation facilities of the School
District's seven hundred acres of
campuses for additional park space.
Establishing joint use-agreements
with the School District, the City can
dramatically expand open space
access, in many cases in the most
impacted communities in the city.

The City of Long Beach and
LBUSD have entered into jointuse
agreements on various campuses
on a case-by-case basis. LBUSD
also makes their facilities available
to community and private
organizations including sports
leagues, and church groups, among
others. These arrangements are
most often made by campus
administration.

Within the Uptown Open Space
Vision Plan area there are eight
school campuses; four elementary,
one middle, and two high schools for
LBUSD, as well as Collins Elementary
School from the Paramount
Unified School District. Most of
these campuses have substantial
recreational spaces including sports
courts and sports fields, especially
Hamilton Middle School and Powell
Elementary School which both have
expansive playing fields.

CASE STUDY

Cesar Chavez Elementary
School located inithe West
Gateway of Bowntown
Lolg Beach was developed
in 2004 on a compact
footprint near the Los
Andeles River.

S Wa E E oA F EE N R R MY N E AN N s

During the'same period of time
the City of-Lang Beach, through
the former Redevelopment
Adencyand Parks, Recreation

and Marine Department. Ware
develaping Cesar Ehavez Park,

one the largest parks created

over the past thiee decades A ¥
portion of the park was designied
to be closed duting'school times
tobe used asiarecess atea and

in exchange the'schaoliwas

gdesigned ta allow forpublic
access of the main guditerium
andigymnasium, as well as the
school hurse'sioffice as ajfamily
medical elinic:

‘Aeriatvlew of Cesar/Chavez Park.
PHOTOCOURTESYIF RaM DESIGNGRAUP
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AVAILABLE LAND POTENTIAL PARK
90 Acres Neighborhood, Comt ty, Regional
RESTRICTED AMENITIES
Nature/Wetlands and Community Garde
ALLOVWABLE AMENITIES

Sports Field, Equestrian Trail, Picnic Area, Multipurpose Field, Teen Center, Stake Park, Senior Center, Sporis
Court, Gymnasium, Community Center, Swimiming Pool, Walking Trail, Meadow, Dog Park, Restroom, Ouidoor
Fitness Zone, and Playground
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Developing new parks in existing
urban environments have often
relied upon transitioning former
industrial properties to public open
spaces. This is taking place often as
many cities are transitioning from
manufacturing to other industries
and many factories and warehouses
lay fallow. These areas collectively
transition to residential, education,
or other commercial uses but often
include park development to serve
the new users.

These properties, called brownfields,
are former industrial or commercial
sites where future uses are affected
by real or perceived environmental
contamination. Transitioning
industrial properties to any other
use typically requires a meticulous
and lengthy process to delicately
demolish any existing structures and
remediate any contamination of the
soil below. This is often due to the
various poison chemicals that were
used, stored, or became byproducts
of the industrial operations on the
property. The handling of these
chemicals are heavily regulated
now, their harmful nature was not
originally known or considered
and these materials remained
without being extracted, treated,
or mitigated.

As a result, the type of future uses
and types of development have to
be considered when redevelaping
former industrial properties. In
some cases penetrations are not
allowed through the top solil, thus
limiting the types of structures that
can sit atop. Other limitations might
preclude community gardens or
any other vegetation that might
be consumed. The expense of

remediation and limitations on
future development and uses should
be among the considerations when
redeveloping brownfield properties
for open space.

There are often funding sources
offered through the State and
Federal government to subsidize
some of the costs of remediation.
The benefit of redeveloping
brownfieids are that the properties
are typical larger than can otherwise
be acquired in an urban area. At
some point, remediation is aiso
necessary in order to benefit the
health of the cornmunity and local
habitat.

Within North Long Beach the
industrial properties generally
cluster along the San Pedro Branch
railroad which very few operations
utilize any longer. These large
industrial properties physically
separate the McKinley, St. Francis,
and Ramona Park neighborhoods
from the rest of Long Beach. Within
the Uptown Open Space Vision
Plan study area, there are only
two public connections to these
neighborhoods from the city, along
South Street and Artesia Boulevard.

These industrial operations
include a range of the activity and
productivity but of particular note
are collection of properties along
Paramount Boulevard that are
largely truck and crane storage.
The properties have few structures
and their heavy vehicle operations
are not ideal land uses to have
directly adjacent to residential
neighborheoods.

CASE STUDY

This park was

the site of a Long Eeach
landfill until 1947

when it was developed
for industrial uses.

LIRS SR R R

Bifferential settlement of the [and
resuited in the condemnation of
industrial buildings on the
gasterly portion and the site was
abandoned by the owners. The
Redevelopment Agency acquired
the'5:92 acre site pertion on July
31,2001 with North Long Beach
Project Area funds. Construction
hegan aftet substantial desjgn
and permitting Warkto close the
landfilllaccording te then current
standards and was completed in
2006 Improvements inciude a
soceer fleld, twa half-catitt
hasketball courts playarotnd,
walking trail, pienic area,
restroomy, and parking ot fh Aptil

2006, the Redevelopment Agency . |

acquired the Westerly 5.6 dcres
with Nokth Long Beach Project
Area fiinds, to extend the park'to
RParamotint Boulevard. Tke new
area includes an additienal seccer:
field, pichic atea, and extended
walking trail that epenedtathe
public on Septeniber 50, 2017
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AVAILABLE LAND POTENTIAL PARK
1.6 Acres Mini
SR s B e v TR eR s s v e Vi Be B N TR I (6 T T G S B e ey e i R . R i
RESTRICTED AMENETIES
None
B b b A T B T = o o o T e o BATR B ETe 1o o e o i = e e o tal e om0 RER G S AR SRR ) 4 YT ¢ Vi e Vealelels
ALLOWABLE AMENITIES

Sports Field, Equestrian Trall, Picnic Area, Multipurpose Field, Teen Center, Stake Park, Senior Center, Sports
Court, Gymnasium, Community Center, Swimming Pool, Walking Trail, Meadow, Dog Park, Restroom, Outdoor
Fitness Zone, and Playground
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Many of Long Beach's existing stock
of public park space was acquired
or donated to the City by private
property owners. Property for newer
parks was purchased through the
former Redevelopment Agency,
a mechanism that leveraged
tax increment financing to
remove blight, expand economic
development and improve
communities. Redevelopment
agencies across California were
eliminated by the State as part of
the 2011 Budget Act, and in order
to protect funding for core public
services at the local level.

Without this mechanism, cities have
much more limited resources to
acquire private properties relying on
grants, development fees and other
non-general fund sources, with
more likely candidates for purchase
being vacant lots or properties with
few improvements. Long Beachisa
fargely built-out city with few vacant
private parcels that are not already
being considered for development,
for either private or public use. Much
of the private properties that are
vacant, likely have contaminated
soil conditions and would fit within
the Brownfield Opportunity Type
Within the Uptown Open Space
Vision Plan study area, there are just
a handful of vacant opportunity sites,
mostly focused along commercial
corridors. Most are just one or two
typical parcels with few amounting
to more than a half-acre in size, thus
precluding the types of amenities
that could be programmed within
a potential park. Greater thought
will also need to be applied for
placing uses within any park along
these corridors, especially for
children in relationship to traffic.
The benefit to locating small parks
along commetcial corridors are
accessibility to public transit, future
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, as
well as potential integration with
{ocal business activity.

CASE STUDY

The park was hamed Grace
Park by the Long Beach City
Council to recoghize the tise

of the site as a church from

1930 to 2000, and to honar

Grace Olive Wile who lived
nearby at 34 Market Strect
from 1939 to 1946.

Developed throtigh aivacant gt
acquisition, the park, located at
theintersection of Elm Avenue
and Plymeouth Streat, is little over
ah acre size and was built with
funding fremithe Redevelapment
Agency of Long Beach; the

Califernia Clean Water, Clean Aif,
Safe Neighborhood Parks, and
Coastal Protection Act of 2002;
ahd €ity of Lahg Beacn Park
Impact Fees. The former church
propertywas purehased by thie
Redevelopment Agency which
then transferred the property to
the Diepattment of Parks,
Recreation and:Marine in 2006
upoh campletion af the park
improvements.
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As the Open Space Opportunity
Types are largely limited to the
north and western portions of the
study area, it will be hecessary to
extend their reach across Long
Beach through safe, accessible,
and pleasant connectors. As Long
Beach invests further in its active
transportation network, it makes
sense to consider the trails as
connectors to public amenities and
parks. Using the existing network
of streets, utility corridors, and
other infrastructure there is the
opportunity in the future to connect
most every resiclent in North Long
Beach to a greenway or park.

The Los Angeles and San Gabriel
Rivers form the backbone of Long
Beach’'s regional north-south
active transportation network,

CRPORTUNITY
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with the beach path providing an
uninterrupted east-west connection
for the southern portion of the city.
Within North Long Beach, majot
thoroughfares with surplus capacity,
or relatively calm neighborhood
streets with excess roadway space
and continuous infrastructure
corridors, can provide a more
localized network for residents and
active transportation commuters.
The Greenway Opportunity Types
builds upon the north-south and
east-west connections that would
be established through the Open
Space Opportunity Types.
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This map shows the locations of all potential
openspace connectivities in North Long Beach.

ABOVIINGZT

Protected bikeway along Artesia Boulevard are parking-
protected, and feature green plastic reflective ballards,
rubber curbs and intermittent green pavement markings.




INFORMATION REGARDING

OPEN SPACE OPPORTUNITIES

In accordance with the Bicycle Master Plan Update [2017], the Greenway Opportuhity =
Types shall be planned for those of Long Beach’s 8-80 population and should be designed
as extensions of the open space network. The term 8-80 was coined by Gil Peitalosa, a
Parks Commissioner of Bogota, Colombia, who wanted safe, convenient, and connected
bikeways to allow people of all ages and abilities to have the opportunity to bicycle,
hence the term 8-80 refers to those between the ages of 8 years old and 80 years old.

The utility of bicycle and pedestrian facilities should be augmented with landscaping

and placemaking treatments. Some of these Greenway Opportunity Types are
themselves large enough to be considered plazas or mini-parks. These Opportunity

Types are each listed with the following information:
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Each has the goal of
accommodating additional
public open space but also have
additional potential benefits.
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Categorizes the types of parks and
service areas the opportunity type
can provide in each scenario.

Lays out the general description
of the opportunity, saving specific
examples and locations for later
in the document.

ldentifies park amenities that
would not likely be allowed within
each opportunity type based on
studying best practices.

Fo g

Lot
’1}
4
)
2]

]
R T
e T

— i

Provides a reasonable assumption
of the total land area potentially
available for public open space

if fully realized.

Sy

Highlights relevant precedents to
the opportunity type, starting with
the most local, typically within the
region, or state.
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AVAILABLE LAND POTENTIAL PARK

RESTRICTED AMENITIES
Teen Center, Senior Center, Gymnasiuim, Community Center, and Swimming Pool
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ALLOWABLE AMENITIES

Sports Field, Equestrian Trail, Picnic Area, Multipurpose Field, Stake Park, Walking Trail, Meadow, Dog Park,
Nature/Wetlands, Restroom, Sports Court, Outdoor Fitness Zone, Playground, and Community Garden
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A streetlet closes streets to vehicle
traffic in order to create public open
space for pedestrians in the former
roadway. This is accomplished
by installing multiple physical
barriers that biock a street to motor
vehicle traffic and divert vehicles
to alternative collector routes. The
streetlet can be employed to expand
open space in neighborhoods
underserved by public parks or
for placemaking for commercial
districts.

Streetiets may be designed with
low-cost materials like paint and
potted plants or more expensive
treatments such as modifying curb
lines, bulbouts, adding speed table
or removing the street entirely.
Streetlets should be designed
to maximize opportunities for
greening, stormwater management,
and habitat creation. Streetlets
should incorporate programming
elements like seating, public art,
and informational or educational
environmental graphics. The design
of streetlet should maximize the
amount of space repurposed
from vehicular circulation for
enhanced greenery and community

WE ENSET
Playground and shade structures located in Gumbiner Parkin Long Beach, CA.

gathering spaces. Streetlets are
often championed by community
leaders who partner with their
focal jurisdiction to program and
maintain the space, which results
in a greater sense of comimunity
ownership and pride.

If a street closure is done for the
streetlet, it should always allow
free-through movement of all
pedestrians, including wheelchair
users, and cyclists. Emergency
vehicles, such as fire trucks and
ambulances, should also be able
to access the area. In addition,
streetlet projects often require
changes to how stormwater is
captured, resulting in modifications
to how the street is graded and the
installation of new catch basins.

While streetlets close or partially
close the street to private vehicles
they should be designed to feel
open and inviting to all other users.
Streetlets should maintain view
corridors through the project site
and read as public spaces

Gumbiner Park

was created by

realigning a complicated
series of intersections to
improve safety and
pedestrian circulation while
creating about-an acre

of public open space.
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Conselidating the faur
intersections into two has
reduced demand onthe 600
block aff Martin Luther King 3r.
Ave to a point where it was closed
to vehiele traffic and turnedinto
park space.s6th and 7th St Were
converted fram one-way into
two-wWay streets for follr blocks to
the west, ' maving the tramsition of
one-way to two-way traffic west.
6th St has been aligned on either
side of Alamitos Ave to make a
more tygical intersection at the
sauth end of the park: «

The project removed the most
dangerousintersectionin Long
Beach by simplifying the
intersections while maintaining
traffic flow. The patk better
connects the surrounding area
and provides a foeal point for
some pf the city's significant
culturalinstitutions, including the
Museum of Latin American Art,
Pecific Island Ethnic Art Museury:,
and St. Apthony Church and
School. The Citylof Long Beach
was awarded nearly five millish
dollars in grants program to
realign the streets and develop
the new paik, including a
Hichway Safety Improvement
Erogram, utban greening
prograny, and CA State Prop 47.
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AVAILABLE LARND POTENTIAL PARK
1.85 miiles Trail-Shared Use

RESTRICTED AMENITIES

Sports Field, Equestrian Trall, Picnic Area, Multipurpose Field, Teen Center, Stake Park, Senior Center, Sports
Court, Gymnasium, Community Center, Swimming Pool, Meadow, Dag Park, Nature/Wetlands, Restroom,
Playground, and Community Garden
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Certain streets in Long Beach
have excess vehicle capacity that
may be better suited for street
redesign to better accommodate
the needs of pedestrians, cyclists,
and transit riders. By reducing the
width or number of travel and
parking lanes, selected streets can
be reconfigured to accommeodate
a variety of improvements, such as
wider sidewalks with trees, bike
paths or lanes, dedicated transit
faculties, landscaped medians,
ot curb extensions that make the
streets more attractive and usable.

These streets can also be made safer
through this sort of transformation
as the narrower street tends to
yield calmer traffic flow. Dedicated
bicycle facilities reduce conflicts
with vehicles and shorter crossing
distances leave pedestrians less
exposed to vehicular traffic. The
added green space and safer
streets also benefit the guality
of life for residents in adjacent
neighborhoods and can support
iocal businesses through increased
street vitality.

These road diets use a street’s excess
traffic capacity and/or surplus
roadway to serve other users. In
Long Beach-specifically Uptown
-the surplus rights-of-way can
dramatically enhance livability by
creating hew open space, dedicated
bicycle facilities and enhanced
pedestrian environments. Road
diets can be applied with little
more than paint during resurfacing
projects but could also include more
widespread change that reimagines
the entire rights-of-way.

The future greenways can take
many forms depending on each
street’s existing configuration and
use patterns, whether they can be
located equally on each side of the
street or asymmetrically designed.
Artesia Boulevard has protected
bike lanes on both sides of the street

as there is an existing landscape
median in the middile of the street .
with mature trees. The cycle tracks
on Broadway and 3rd Street in
Downtown Long Beach are set to
one side due to the one-way nature

of ghe o canricors The Indianapolis Cultural

Trail is an eight-mile
urban bike and pedestrian
path that connects six
cultural neighborhoods

in downtown
Indianapolis; Indiana.

-----

These greenways should serve as
connectors to the park network
but also themselves be considered
public open space with additional
landscape and urban tree canopy
as well as places to sit, gather, and
socialize. The greenways can thus
become extension of the park
habitat for residents and local
wildlife.

........

The asset togk 18 years to design
andconstruct at a cost af over
S$S60 million in publicand private
funding. it coniects dozens of
parks, museums, historic sites
and eommuinity amenities
throughout aowntewn
Inaianapolis.

The eight miles of the bike and
pedestrian path was created. by
converting parking and/or car
travel lanes into trail space and
features public art instaliations,
lahdscaping and bioswales te
absorb stormwatet runoff, all
while connecting people and
places indowntown ladianapolis.
The trail typically riiRhs on ene side
of the streef with a landscaped
area buffering pedestrians and.
cyclists from automobile tratfic.

CPPORTUNITY

UPTOWMN DPEN SPACE VISIONPLAN




e

f‘|| |‘,E

—— e e o o
f LMCKINEEY
s ¥ z 1 @ :ﬁm
1 | I
I__-l =_—.—..!' S
(DrcORESTR Wit UGitioN| (GRANE [ o
[eang] K] _ =i
fSRin ]
e SRR e e e e e — g~ mmasan
50Dyd 1000 2000
AVAILABLE LAND POTENTIAL PARK
8 miles Trail-Shared Use
RESTRICTED AMENITIES

Sports Field, Equestrian Trail, Picnic Area, Multipurpose Field, Teen Center; Stake Park, Senior Center, Sports
Court, Gymnasium, Community Center, Swimming Pool, Meadow, Dog Park, Nature/Wetlands, Restroom,
Playground, and Community Garden
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Walking Trail and Outdoor Fitness Zone
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The street grid is relatively consistent
throughout most of North Long
Beach with most interruptions
resulting from major infrastructure
like freeways and railroad
tracks. While many of the major
thoroughfares have surplus capacity
to provide protected bicycle
and pedestrian trails, most local
streets are right-sized for serving
neighborhood transportation needs.
The City of Long Beach updated
the citywide Bicycle Master Plan,
identifying a network of bike
boulevards along consistent local
streets with relatively low traffic
volume.

Neighborhood Connectors expand
upon the bicycle boulevards in
the city to include infrastructure
improvements for pedestrians as
well, understanding that the traffic
calming devices and additional
traffic controls serve both cyclists
and walkers. Neighborhood
Connectors have unigue features
based on the street characteristics,
the desires of the surrounding
residents and businesses, safety
concerns and available funding.
Neighborhood Connectors can
include, but are not limited to, traffic
calming and traffic management
treatments, enhanced crossings
at major thoroughfares, and
additional pedestrian amenities
like furniture and street trees. The
difference between neighborhood
connhectors and greenways are
that neighborhood connectors
include roadway improvements on
residential neighborhoods whereas
greenways are improvements to
commercial corridors, which often
result in larger infrastructural
modifications, such as changes to
the curblines.

Neighborhood Connectors can
serve recreational users as well
as those who rely on bicycles as a
practical mode of travel, connecting
Long Beach residents to the open
space network. With additional

landscaping and street trees, the
Neighborhood Connectors also

establish visual connections to parks
and as wildlife corridors between

open spaces/habitats.

The 1.5-mile neighborhood
conhectar on Vista Street
was the firstiniLong Beach,
conhecting the Bluff Heights
and Belmont Heights
neighborhoods.

It extends'from Templie Aventie to
Nieto Avenue. The Vistd project
ineludes six traffic circles, twa
roundabaouts, a new traffic'signal,
bike route identification, traffic
cliverters, and directienal signage.
The boulevard alse servesas a
safe rotite for students from area
schools incliding Fremoent,
Horace Mannand:Lowell
Elemenitary Schoals, and Rogeis
Middle School.In the first year,
the numiber of children'walking
toschool dotibled and thase
bikingte schaool tiipled.

Bicyclisttravels
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