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RESOLUTION NO. RES-17-0135

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF LONG BEACH FINDING THAT THE 320 ALAMITOS

PROJECT IS CONSISTENT WITH THE DOWNTOWN PLAN

PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT AND

SUBJECT TO THE DOWNTOWN PLAN MITIGATION

MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM; AND MAKING

CERTAIN FINDINGS AND DETERMINATIONS RELATED

THERETO

WHEREAS, in January 2012, the City Council of the City Long Beach (City)

adopted the Downtown Plan as a comprehensive spatial development plan to implement

strategies that both preserve and enhance the ideals that have contributed to the

Downtown's successes while seamlessly instilling new principles of sound urban

development. The Downtown Plan area comprises 719 acres in the City's Downtown.

As adopted, the Downtown Plan provides development standards and design guidelines

for an expected increase in the density and intensity of existing Downtown land uses by

allowing up to: (1) approximately 5,000 new residential units; (2) 1.5 million square feet of

new office, civic, cultural, and similar uses; (3) 384,000 square feet of new retail; (4)

96,000 square feet of restaurants; and (5) 800 new hotel rooms. The development

assumed in the Downtown Plan would occur over 25 years;

WHEREAS, in connection with adoption of the Downtown Plan, the City, as

lead agency, prepared a Program Environmental Impact Report for the Downtown Plan,

SCH No. 2009071006 (Downtown Plan PEl R) in accordance with the provisions of the

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and Section 15168 of the CEQA Guidelines,

which provides for the preparation of a PEIR U[i]nconnection with issuance of rules,

regulations, plans, or other general criteria to govern the conduct of a continuing

1
MJM:kjm A17-02793 9/29/17
1:\apps\clylaw32\wpdocs\d027\p030\00804194.docx



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11
0GJ >-.Q

12Z~LL<d"a:~.cco
0""" coo~;:<d"I- -c\i 131-';::'"00<t:.- (ij co

~o>o- CI>(j)
14-Z"S<t:Os:::00wa:aJI<t:c..c
15I-n..re~

LLCI)UCI>OwOaJw-l .•...•c 16oa:wc-<t:~oLLI -ILLO("l)
17o ("I)

("I)

18

19

20

21

22

23

program." The City Council certified the Downtown Plan EIR in January 2012 when it

adopted the Downtown Plan;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1.3 of the Downtown Plan PEIR, the PEIR

serves "as a basis for streamlined environmental review of all subsequent public and

private actions that may be subject to CEQA review for land development projects,

infrastructure improvements, and other ordinances, programs, and actions that the Lead

Agency determines to be necessary to implement the Downtown Plan." Furthermore, the

PEl R states:

"Because the Project is an adoption of a plan, not an individual or series of

development projects, subsequent environmental review will be subject to

the provisions of Section 15183 of the State CEQA Guidelines, under

which projects that are consistent with the development density or

intensity of the plan "shall not be subject to additional environmental

review, except as might be necessary to examine whether there are

project-specific significant effects which are peculiar to the project or its

site." Section 15183 provides additional guidance for preparation of an

Initial Study for subsequent projects to determine whether there are

project- or site-specific impacts; environmental effects that were not

analyzed as significant effects in the PEl R; as offsite or cumulative

impacts; or as more severe impacts than were identified in the PEIR."

WHEREAS, where appropriate, the mitigation measures to the PEIR

requires preparation of specific additional studies and analyses to determine whether an

individual project would result in project-specific new or increased significant effects that

24 are peculiar to the project or its site;

25 WHEREAS, the proposed 320 Alamitos Project (Project) located at 320

26 Alamitos Avenue in the City of Long Beach consists of a seven-story, 77-unit residential

27 building on a two parcel 0.59 acre site located on the east side of Alamitos Avenue with

28 secondary frontages on East Third Street and Fourth Street in Long Beach. The project

2
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1 site is within boundaries of the Downtown Plan, and, as set forth below, is consistent with

2 the Downtown Plan;

WHEREAS, on August 17,2017, the Long Beach Planning Commission

approved a Site Plan Review and Lot Merger for the Project and adopted findings related

to said approvals. On August 25,2017, within the 10-day post hearing appeal period,

Warren Blesofsky, on behalf of himself and Long Beach Citizens for Fair Development,

and Bea Bea Jimenez, David White, Karin McGinley, Tino Haramis, Kazumi Hiromoto,

and Tetsu Hashimoto, filed appeals of the Planning Commission's action, copies of which

appeals were appended to the staff report provided to the City Council for its review and

consideration;

WHEREAS, the Planning Bureau of the Department of Development

Services has undertaken review of the Project in accordance with CEQA Guidelines

Section 15183, which written review has been provided to the City Council for its

evaluation and consideration to determine whether there are project-specific significant

effects which are peculiar to the Project or the project site that would require still further

environmental analysis.

WHEREAS, pursuant to CEQA, the City serves as the "lead agency" with

respect to the Project in connection with the subject City actions.

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council resolves as follows:

Section 1. The City Council: (a) has considered the Downtown Plan

PEIR, the Downtown Plan Program Environmental Impact Report analysis as prepared

by City staff, and other pertinent evidence in the record, including studies, reports, and

other information from qualified experts (collectively the "Environmental Documents"), (b)

has considered the environmental effects of the Project as set forth in the Environmental

Documents, and (c) makes the following findings:

A) The City independently reviewed and analyzed the Environmental

Documents and finds that they reflect the independent judgment of the City.
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B) The Downtown Plan was adopted as a zoning ordinance and is consistent

with the City's General Plan.

C) The City previously certified the Downtown Plan PEIR for the Downtown

Plan.

D) The Project is consistent with the Downtown Plan, including, but not limited

to the following design standards:

• The provision of 105 vehicular parking stalls (greater than the 97

vehicular parking stalls required under the Downtown Plan) and 23

bicycle parking spaces (greater than the 20 bicycle parking spaces

required under the Downtown Plan);

• The Project features an integrated parking garage that is wrapped by

units and amenity spaces, screening it from the street.

• The provision of 8,854 square feet of common open space (greater

than the 3,883 square feet of common open space required under the

Downtown Plan), including a rooftop, 793-square-foot community room

(greater than the 500-square-foot community room required under the

Downtown Plan);

• The provision of 1,788 square feet of private open space in the form of

balconies, patios, and roof terraces (greater than the 1,386 square feet

of private open space required under the Downtown Plan);

• The provision of oft-site improvements including a 10-foot right-of-way

dedication on East 4th Street, a 1.5-foot public access easement along

Alamitos Avenue, and the installation of 10 new street trees within the

parkways adjacent to the site, including the planting of fraxinus

angustifolia (Raywood Ash) along Alamitos Avenue, where it's the

roadway's Downtown Plan-designated street tree;

• The provision of six-foot street setbacks and five-foot interior setbacks,

as required under the Downtown Plan;
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• The provision of a floor area ratio (FAR) of 2.4, below the 4.0 FAR

maximum allowed under the Downtown Plan;

• The Project will consist of a Single building that stands 75.5 feet in

height, below the 80-foot height maximum allowed under the Downtown

Plan;

• The Project contains a diverse mixture of unit types (loft units, studio

units, one-bedroom units, and two-bedroom units) and unit sizes

(ranging from 563 square feet to 1,362 square feet);

• The Project features a context sensitive design with massing that is

oriented towards the denser, more commercially-oriented Alamitos

Avenue and East 4th Street frontages and away from the more

neighborhood-oriented East Third Street frontage;

• The Project features ground floor loft units with private patios and

active ground floor amenity spaces such as a fitness center, bicycle

kitchen, and residential lobby for an enhanced street environment;

• The Project features exterior facades composed of durable, high-quality

materials that strike a balance between solid and transparent

treatments;

• The Project's clean, contemporary aesthetic meets the standard of

design and construction envisioned for development's in Downtown;

• The Project contributes to the promotion of a distinctive Downtown

skyline;

E) All applicable feasible mitigation measures from the Downtown Plan PEIR

will be undertaken as part of the Project, in the form of mitigation measures,

regulatory compliance measures, project design features, and/or conditions

of approval, as set forth in the Environmental Documents.

F) Based on substantial evidence in the Environmental Documents and

elsewhere in the record, including but not to limited to oral and written
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testimony provided at the public hearings on the matter, there are no

environmental effects of the Project that: (1) are project-specific impacts

peculiar to the Project or its site, (2) were not analyzed as significant effects

in the Downtown Plan PEIR, (3) are potentially significant off-site impacts

and cumulative impacts which were not discussed in the PEIR, or (4) are

previously identified significant effects which, as a result of substantial new

information which was not known at the time the PEIR was certified, are

determined to have a more severe adverse impact than discussed in the

PEIR.

G) Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 15183, no further CEQA review or additional

environmental studies are required for the Project.

H) None of the information submitted by the Appellants, including the Appeal

and testimony by the Appellants and their representatives at the public

hearings on the Project, constitutes significant new information. The City

Council has carefully considered this information and testimony and does

not find it to be credible evidence of a significant impact, a substantial

increase in the severity of an impact disclosed in the Downtown Plan PEIR,

or otherwise requiring additional CEQA review, including but not limited to

preparation of subsequent or supplemental EIR pursuant to CEQA

Guidelines 15162 and 15163;

I) The City Council finds and declares that substantial evidence for every

finding made herein is contained in the Environmental Documents, which

are incorporated herein by this reference, or is in the record of proceedings

in the matter.

J) Consistent with Public Resources Code Section 21081.6, the City Council

adopts the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program attached as Exhibit

"A", which is incorporated herein by this reference, to mitigate or avoid

6
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K)

significant effects of the Project on the environment and to ensure

compliance during project implementation.

In accordance with the requirements of Public Resources Section 21081.6,

the City Council hereby adopts each of the mitigation measures expressly

set forth herein as conditions of approval for the Project.

Consistent with Public Resources Code Section 21081.6(a)(2), the

documents that constitute the record of proceedings for approving the

Project are located at the Development Services Department, 333 West

Ocean Blvd., 4th Floor, Long Beach, California 90802.

L)

Section 2. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption

by the City Council, and the City Clerk shall certify the vote adopting this resolution.

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the City

Council of the City of Long Beach at its meeting of __ N_o_v_e_mh_e_r_l_4__ "20~, by the

following vote:

Councilmembers:Ayes: Gonzalez, Pearce, Price,

Supernaw, Mungo, Andrews, Uranga,

Austin, Richardson.

Councilmembers:Noes: None.

Councilmembers:Absent: None.
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Final Environmental Impact Report November 2011

EXHIBIT A

CITYOF LONG BEACH
DOWNTOWN PLAN

MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

CEQA requires adoption of a monitoring and reporting program for the mitigation measures
necessary to mitigate or avoid significant effects on the environment. The mitigation
monitoring and reporting program is designed to ensure compliance with adopted mitigation
measures during project implementation. For each mitigation measure recommended in the
Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that applies to the applicant's proposal, specifications
are made herein that identify the action required and the monitoring that must occur. In
addition, the party for verifying compliance with individual mitigation measures is identified.

City of Long Beach
SCH No. 2009071006

Long Beach Downtown Plan
MMRP-1
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