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We, the undersigned residents of Los Cerritos, are concerned about
the increasing frend towards ‘mansionization’ in our neighborhood,
which is defined as: the practice of building homes much larger in
comparison to the surrounding dwellings thereby changing the
character of the neighborhood. This concern has become urgent as
several extremely large properties have become vacant recently, as
well as the fact that the improving real estate market means many
more properties have come onto the market with greater possibility
for lot combinations in our area.

To be clear; we are NOT asking to impose any design/aesthetic
limitations on what our neighbors can build. This movement is ONLY
directed toward preserving the character and scale of our
neighborhood.

Current Long Beach development standards do noft prevent the
construction of mega-mansions. Our neighborhood is predominantly
zoned "R-1-L", which means it is zoned for 1 single family home set on
a large lot. The only effective current regulation against overbuilding
is the floor area ratio (FAR) restriction which would permit up to 60%
of the square footage of a lot to be taken up with square footage of
a house. Because we have such large lots in our neighborhood, and
many lots have/can be combined fo build monster houses, there is
no effective prohibition against this under our current zoning codes.
For example, if two 20,000 square foot lots were combined, the
person owning those lots could tear down the existing houses and
build 1 mega-mansion of 24,000 square feet, notf including accessory
structures like garages or pool houses.

We believe that allowing further mansionization will have some, or
even all, of the following negative impacts on our neighborhood:
« Destroy the open space character of our neighborhood, where
generous lots and setbacks promote frees, air and privacy;
¢ Reduce the property values of other homes in the
neighborhood;
» Potential lost real estate sales;
e Infringe privacy;
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Cut off sunlight to adjacent homes/yards;

Interfere with the operation of expensive rooftop solar
investments;

Lengthy construction activity disruption; and

Loss of trees.

For this reason, we support an immediate moratorium on the
approval of further mansions in our R-1-L zoning area while the City
studies this issue. However, any proposed addition or remodel
totaling 1,500 square feet of living space or less would continue fo
be approved under current building standards.

We would like the City to consider adopting some or all of the
following additional building standards for the R-1-L zone to prevent
mansionization:

Outright restriction of livable squore footage to 6,000 square
feet;

Reducing the floor area ratio for any lot over 10 000 square
feet. For example, a lot of 10,001 up to 12,000 square feet could
only have a floor area ratio of 50%; 12,001-14,000 square feet
could have a floor area ratio of 40%, and anything greater than
14,000 feet could only have a floor are ratio of 30%;

Increased front and/or side yard setlbbacks for any house
exceeding 4500 square feet;

Change side setback requirements for corner lots so sides
facing streets require at least a 15' setback.

Require additional offstreet parking for over four bedrooms;
Limit overall number of kitchens and bedrooms;

Further second story setbacks for any house exceeding 4,500
square feet;

Qutside limit on construction activities to 24 mon’rhs

Setback requirements to consider the plane of sunlight for the
adjacent homes so new building activities would not cut off
sunlight for adjacent neighbors; and

Parking restrictions for construction personnel.
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We support the moratorium and limits on mansionization:
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For this reason, we support an immediate moratorium on the
approval of further mansions in our R-1-L zoning area while the Cify
studies this issue. However, any proposed addition or remodel
totaling 1,500 square feet of living space or less would contfinue to
be approved under current building standards.

We would like the City to consider adopting some or all of the
following additional building standards for the R-1-L zone 1o prevent
mansionization:

Qutright restriction of hvcble square footage to 6,000 square
feet;

Reducing the floor area rafio for any lot over 10,000 square
feet. For example, a lot of 10,001 up to 12,000 square feet could
only have a floor area ratio of 50%; 12,001-14,000 square feet -
could have a floor area ratio of 40%, and anything greater than
14,000 feet could only have a floor are ratio of 30%;

Increased front and/or side yard setbacks for any house
exceeding 4500 square feet;

Change side setback requirements for corner lofs so sides
facing streefs require at least a 15’ setback.

Require additional offstreet parking for over four befdrooms;
Limit overall number of kitchens and bedrooms;

Further second story setbacks for any house exceeding 4, 500
square feef;

Outside limit on construction activities to 24 months;

Setback requirements to consider the plane of sunlight for the
adjacent homes so new building activities would not cut off
sunlight for adjacent neighbors; and

Parking restrictions for construction personnel.

~ We support the moratorium and limits on mansionization:
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For this reason, we support an immediate moratorium on the approval of
further mansions in our R-1-L zoning area while the City studies this issue.
However, any proposed addition or remodel totaling 1,500 square feet of
living space or less woule-continue to be approved under.current. bunldmg
standards. '

We would Iike the City to considér adopting some or all of the following
additional building standards for the R-1-L zone to prevent mansionization:

Outright restriction of livable square footage to 6,000 square feet;
Reducing the floor area fatio for any lot over 10,000 square feet. For:
example, a lot of 10,001 up to 12,000 square feet could only have a
floor area ratio of 50%; 12,001-14,000 square feet could have a floor
area ratio of 40%, and anythmg greater than 14,000 feet could onfy
have a floor are ratid of:30%; - Tt

Increased front and/or side yard setbacks for any house exceeding
4500 square feet;

Change side setback requirements for comner lots so szdes facing
streets require at least a 1& setback.

« Require additional offstreet parking for over four bedrooms;
o Limit overall number of kitchens and bedrooms; ~ ~ °
o Further second story setbacks for any house exoeedmg 4,500 square

feet;

-

e Outside limit on constructlon actlvmes to 24 months;
o Setback requwements to consider the plane of sunlight for the *

adjacent homes so new building activities would not cut off sunlight
for adjacent neighbors; and
Parking restrictions for construction personnel.

We suppoi?t the moratorium and lir ,@ on mansionization:
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A For ﬂ"HS reasan we suppon‘ an fmmedlcn‘e moratorium on the
dpproval of further mansions in our R-1-L zoning area while the City
studies this issue. However, any proposed addition or remodel
totaling 1,500 square feet of living space or less would continue to
be approved under current building standards.

We would like the City to consider adopting some or dll of the
following additional building standards for the R-1-L zone to prevent
mansionization:

«  Qutright restriction of livable square foo’rcxge to 6,000 square
feet;

e Reducing the floor areq ratio for any lot over 10,000 square
feet. For example, a lot of 10,001 up to 12,000 square feet could
only have a floor area ratio of 50%; 12,001-14,000 square feet
could have a floor area ratio of 40%, and anything greater than
14,000 feet could only have a floor are ratio of 30%;

» Increased front and/or side yard sefbccks for cmy house
exceeding 4500 square feet;

» Change side setback requirements for corner lots so sides
facing streets require at least a 15 setback.

« Require additional offstreet parking for over four befdrooms;

« Limit overall number of kitchens and bedrooms;

e Further second story setbacks for any house exceeding 4,500
square feet; :

« Qutside limit on construction activities to 24 months;

« Setback requirements to consider the plane of sunlight for the
adjacent homes so new building activities would not cut off
sunlight for adjacent neighbors; and

= Parking restrictions for construction personnel.

We support the moratorium and limits on mansionization:
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For this reason, we support an immediate moratorium on the
approval of further mansions in our R-1-L zoning area while the City
sfudies this issue. However, any proposed addifion or remodel
totaling 1,500 square feet of living space or less would continue to
be approved under current building standards.

We would like the City to consider adopting some or all of the
following additional building standards for the R-1-L zone to prevent
mansionization:

]

Outright restriction of livable square footage to 6,000 square
feet;

Reducing the floor area ratio for any lot over 10,000 square
feet. For example, a lot of 10,001 up to 12,000 square feet could
only have a floor area ratio of 50%; 12,001-14,000 square feet
could have a floor area ratio of 40%, and anything greater than
14,000 feet could only have a floor are ratio of 30%;

Increased front and/or side yard setbacks for any house
exceeding 4500 square feet;

Change side setback requirements for corner lots so sides
facing streets require at least a 15’ setback.

Require additional offstreet parking for over four befdrooms;
Limit overall number of kitchens and bedrooms;

Further second story setbacks for any house exceeding 4,500
square feeft;

Qutside limit on construction activities to 24 months;

Setback requirements 1o consider the plane of sunlight for the
adjacent homes so new building activities would not cut off
sunlight for adjacent neighbors; and

Parking restrictions for construction personnel.

We support the moratorium and limits on mansionization:
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We support the moratorium and limits on mansionization: |
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We support the moratorium and limits on mansionization:
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We support the moratorium and limits on mansionization:

Name Signature Address
Karen [Tiller
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We support the moratorium and limits on mansionization:

Name _ Signaturer—y /] Address
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We support ihe moratorium and limils on monsionizafion:
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