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Re: OP:POSB MandatO!

February 24,2015

Hon. Robert Garcia, Mayor
City of Long Reach
333 West Ocean Blvd., 14th Floor
Long Beach, California 90802

Dear Mayor Garcia:

I am writing to express the opposition of e Irish Terrier Club of America (ITCA) to the
mandatory spay/neuter ordinance being oposed in your City. Founded in 1897, the
!TeA is the parent breed club for the Iris Terrier. We have nearly 400 members
worldwide, including a large and dedicat d constituency in the State of California. Our
main objective is to protect and advance he interests of the breed. To that end, w.ehave a
long and outstanding tradition of care an ' passion for the Irish Terrier in particular and
for all purebred dogs in general.

While the apparent intent this proposed 0 dinance is to reduce the number of dogs in your
City's animal shelter (which is an admir le goal), this ordinance will not accomplish
that goal. It will, however, severely imp ct responsible owners and breeders of purebred
dogs in the City of Long Beach. Many 0 our members throughout the country spend
considerable sums of money each year p rticipating in dog shows in Long Beach, which
benefits your community. We have cone ms about encouraging our members to
participate in events in a community that does not value dogs as we do.

Jurisdictions that have imposed mandato spay/neuter laws have found them to be costly
and unenforceable. Analysis of data fro. other jurisdictions shows that animal control '
costs are likely to rise, euthanasia rates it crease and pet licensing .drop off. Money to
enforce this ordinance will have to be t en from other vital local services.

Furthermore, proponents of mandatory s ay/neuter legislation presume that pets end up
in animal shelters because of pet overpo ulation and that mandated sterilization will end
the problem. Facts show that many ani! His in shelters today are already neutered, and
are taken to shelters because of behavior issues, poor breed choices, job or housing
problems; illness or old age. These issue' will not be resolved by mandatory spay/neuter
legislation. A better solution is to work ith responsible owners and breeders to improve
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pub lie education and thereby reduce the umber of unwanted pets. Om members stand
ready to assist in those positive efforts.

For these and other reasons, and out of 0 r commitment to the advancement of the Irish
Terrier, the TTCA opposes mandatory sp y/neuter of dogs.

Thank you.

Tom Miller
President
Irish Terrier Club of America

cc: Members ofthc Long Beach City Co cil
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Re: OPPOSE mandntory spay enter ordinance

February 8,2015

The Honorable Robert Garcia, Mayor,
City of Long Beach '
333 West Ocean Blvd., 14tb'Ploor
Long Beach, California 90802

Dear Mayor Garcia:

I am writing to express the opposition 0 the Irish Terrier Club of South em California
(ITCSC) to the mandatory spay/neuter 0 dlnance being proposed 'inLong Beach. The
Irish Terrier Club of Southem Callforni has over 80 members (many of whom reside in
Long Beach and surrounding communit es), and we oppose this proposed ordtnaece.as
we believe it will be detrimental to aU d g 'owners. Itwill increase costs to local animal
control authorities and will divert reso cs that should be directed to dealingwith
irresponsible owners. regardless of the r productive status of the animal.

The Irish Terrier Club of Southern Cali rnia has a long history of'promotlug and '
encouraging responsible breeding practi s and responsible animal ownership. We offer
educational seminars at our Regional S ecialty shows, and have participated in the Meet
The Breeds booth at the AKClEukanub shows each year during the time it was held in
Long Beach, educating the public on rc ponsible dog ownership. A number of our
members have dogs which have been q alified as therapy as well as service animals; thus
providing an additional benefit to the c mmunities in which they live, including Long
Beach.

--,----~------------
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Judith . McMahon
Alto ley at Law

2127 P taluma Ave.
Long Be cit, CA 9081s

(562 493-2575
(562) 598 0564 Facsimile
e-mail: jdial@JLOI.com

February 22, 2015

The Honorable Robert Garcia, Mayor
City of Long Beach
333 West Ocean Blvd., 14th Floor
Long Beach, California 90802

and Members of Long Beach City Council

Re: Oppose mandatory spay/ncute ordinance

DearMr, Mayor and Members of the City Co neil:

I am writing to you to express my opposition 0 a proposal that would require mandatory
spaying/neutering of dogs over four months 0 ~age.

I am a lifelong resident of the City of Long B ach, having owned my own home in the City for
more than 40 years. I raise and show purebre Irish Terriers and have spent considerable money
over the years participating in dog shows hel within the City. In fact, [ was in charge of my
breed's Meet The Breeds booth at the AKCIE uba show for the 5 years it was held in Long
Beach. I currently have two retired AKC Ch pion females, both of which are spayed; and one
AKC Champion male, whom T am currently S lowing in competitions. My dogs have always
been licensed, as required by the City. In fact 1pay considerably more in license fees for my
intact male dog, even though as a senior citiz n I would qualify for a much lesser fee if he was
altered. My dogs never leave my premises ill ess they are properly leashed and walking with me;
in fact, my gate is padlocked at all times. and ny dogs have never run loose in my neighborhood.
One of my dogs is also an active therapy dog thereby providing needed assistance to our
community.

I am a responsible dog owner. and I firmly be ieve that sterilization is a decision that should be
made between an owner and his/her vctcrin .an based upon a variety of factors.

Mandatory spay/neuter is an ineffective soluti n to animal control problems because it fails to
address the root issue - irresponsible owners '1" This type of law will not impact irresponsible
owners who simply will not license their pets. On the contrary ~it will hurt responsible owners



and breeders who raise healthy, well-cared fo dogs. Responsible owners should not be
penalized because irresponsible owners cause problems for the community. Our taxpayer funds
would be mueh better utilized by concentratir g animal control efforts on dogs whose behavior
demonstrates that they are a problem for our ommunity,
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I respectfully request that you support respon ible dog owners and breeders by opposing efforts
to promote mandatory spay/neuter in Long B .ach.

Sincerely,

72~k~'/
"'-JudithD, Mclvlahon, Esq.
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Hon, Robert Garcia, Mayor
City of J .ong Beach
333 West Ocean Blvd., 14th Floor
Long Beach, California 90802

Re: OPPOSE mandatory spay/neu er ordlaanee

Dear Mayor Garcia:

Iam writing to yon to express my opposition to a proposal that would require mandatory
spaying/neutering of dogs over four months f age.

Although I do not live in Long Beach, I regu arly travel to your city with my intact dogs to attend
and participate in dog shows. I spend a cons derable amount of money on hotel rooms, parking
fees, dining out in restaurants, etc. while Iat in Long Beach. As a dog enthusiast who is
committed to my breed and to responsible br eding practices, I would not choose to spend my
money in a jurisdiction that did not support t ese efforts,

Sterilization of a dog is a decision that shoul be made between an owner and a veterinarian
based upon a variety of factors. Mandatory s: ay/neuter is an ineffective solution to animal
control problems because it fails to address tl e heart of the issue - irresponsible ownership.
These laws are extremely difficult to enforce and can be evaded by irresponsible dog owners by
not licensing their pets. It will hurt responsi le breeders who raise healthy, well cared-for dogs
and work to ensure that their puppies are pla ed with responsible owners. Concentrating animal
control efforts on dogs whose behavior dem strates that they arc a problem for the community
would be a much better use of taxpayer fund .

I respectfully ask that you support responsibl owners and breeders by opposing efforts of
promote mandatory spay/neuter in Long Bea h.

Ave., San Jose, CA

cc: Members of Long Beach City Council
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.I .~1:1-.Wdt:il~g.tQ yo~ ~oexpr.e$$;.roY: QPp.Qs.itio. .to. a:proposatthat. w.O)..lld·:~~uh:fi.·Jn$dltptt
~p:a.yj[:rgl:neutt;lrinRof qQ'g:;; over-four months. f age,

Alth:bughl.do.·hbtliye;.in LQil:gmeach, I re lat~ytravel to-your city;withany. irita.et·:do&$ ta,:afieud,
a,nd:,pfY'l::i~ig:"t~,iP.':d~g:l,ib...Qw.s. :1,spend.a .cen id~ra:ble WuD.:iint, (If.rnol1¢.y;(ffl.:;hO.t:¢i ro:om~;':.p,atking
'fees 'dinin mid" estimrants··:etc",wliHl;;.L ',in:t n "Be"cn. A: }' ;:iJk ' "."usi"c .ho:,i'';:.....,' ," ,g , .. ~u: ,,' ....•. ' , 9.g a." 9:;;.1l~..g~:m.~~.,~"'V.C.,,-!B,
commifted.to ,n~ybreed a~14tcresponsiblc'b ~edingP~',llPtiG.~)lWo,1J14::nqi tihQ.\>~~it~~'e.~9.~¢rr
money ina jurisdi¢tiori that- did, not support' h~se efforts.

Ster.ill;?;atiQnQf.~.do.g'i~./l.,a~qi~j.o.Q.th,"tshQul' .:b.e,mad~:b~.tw,e¢n·ah,owiie'f:;j'1Iid·i'a.y.~te~ian,
b"ll;S;(fQ, l,lp(j.n.:~Y~d.~tYQfJa¢tol'$';· ·M$.oatQ.to/ p:aylhel.lt¢d~ an 4t~(f~·Q.t®':$~li;l.~ti!)'tJ=Hmfro:.a'j~
·cei1trol,pt:ohl.em.s,ip,~,G~H,l:\e l.t:fatl.f.i,tp !ldd~~~,~,W J1Y~n:9nh~'is:~.1.;1~.rT·irr~:WPnsip~~,oWtt~r,~mp~.
These.lews are extremely difficult to:·.enfor.e and can be evaded :by.,irr.~~pa~i~1~i.4a.£::9~ri~~\~Y'.
hot lkeiising theirpets. It wilLhurt.responsi . le breeders :whe-::taise health¥~,::w.eILca:tedLf6t dags:
and werk to ensure',QIartheir ~tlPpi,esare p.ia ed w,ith,tesp:9n~ible.;owrterS;.Cofiq~iitmftng'aw~'al
cql1trQ~ef,f6,$, :QIl"g;qgs w.h~~ 'b~eJiav.iQrd~mfiStt~t~s:Jh~t::ij1.ftt!l:l:~tl;'p'J9b.l~m:.fqtth.:~¢,P.m:m~ity!
would'be a-much better-use on~pay~t fund :

I :teSP~Ctful1y:a~k t'hat;Y0u::suPl)ort responsib e owners and breeders bX' ~ppoSi~g~¢f£bitS;of'
promote.mandators spay.ln-~.ut¢r i'nLop,.!~J3~eli..

cc: Members .ef'Leng.Beach. City Council
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Han. Robert Garcia, Mayor
Long Beach City Council Members
City of Long Beach
333 West Ocean Blvd., 14th Floor
Long Beach, California 90802

23514 Ladeene
Torrance, CA 90505
February 23, 20.15

Re: OPPOSE mandatory spay/neuter rdinance

Dear Mayor Garcia and Long Beach City Council Members:

I am deeply concerned about the propos I that would require mandatory spaying/neutering of
dogs over four months of age. Please do not go forward with this proposed ordinance. It would
hinder my family from participating in ev nts in your fair city.

Although I do not live in Long Beach, I re ularly travel to your city with my intact dogs to attend
and participate in dog shows. I spend a onsiderable amount of money on hotel rooms,
parking fees, dining out in restaurants, e c. while I am in Long Beach. We love going to the
Reef Restaurant and spending the week nd at Great Western Terrier Association at the
Queen Mary. I am afraid that GWTA will 0 longer be held at the Queen Mary if your ordinance
goes through. Believe me, I've been to I ts of shows and the Long Beach venue is' more
beautiful than any other. I am also afraid that Eukanuba will never return to the Long Beach
Convention Center if this ordinance pass s. In the past, we brought our entire family and even
our son's Boy Scout Troop to the Eukan ba weekend. Those were fantastic weekends.

We would also not be able to join our fa i1ymembers who live in Long· Beach for our regular
long walks and lunches in the Belmont S ores area. We would have to go to another city that
does not require MSN. We really love Belmont Shores.

Personally, I think that mandatory spay/n uter is an ineffective solution to animal control
problems because it fails to address the eart of the issue - irresponsible ownership. I would
like to tell you of my personal experienc here in Torrance. We have a neighbor who feeds
feral cats. Over time, it went from being nuisance (cat noises waking people up at night) to
being a health hazard (lots of fleas on people and rodents coming into the area to feed on cat
food). We had the city and animal oontr I assist us after my son went into anaphylactic shock
when he sat on a chair cushion covered lth cat hair. The city trapped 21 cats. Most were
euthanized. People like my deranged nei hbor will continue in their dangerous behaviors
despite any MSN law. .

I respectfully ask that you reconsider this ordinance and support responsible owners and
breeders by opposing efforts to promote andatory spay/neuter in Long Beach.

Sincerely,

Susan Gibson
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The Honorable Robert Garcia, Mayor
City of Long Beach
333 West Ocean Blvd, 14ul Floor
Long Beach, California 90802

and Members of Long Reach City Council

Re: Oppose mandatory spay/ne
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Febru y 22,2015

Dear Mr. Mayor and Members of the City C uncil:

Iam writing to you to express my opposition to a proposal that would require mandatory
spaying/neutering of dogs over four months f age.

I am a long time resident of the City of Long each. residing in the Fifth District. I raise and
show purebred Irish Terriers and have spent onsiderable money over the years participating in
dog shows held within the City. My wife an I currently have two retired AKC Champion
females, both of which are spayed; and one C Champion male, whom we are currently
showing in competitions. Our dogs have alw ys been licensed, as required by the City. In fact,
we pay considerably more in license fees for ur intact male dog, even though as a senior citizen
Iwould qualify for a much lesser fee if he w s altered. Our dogs never leave our premises unless
they are properly leashed and walking with 0 e of us; in fact, our gate is padlocked at all times,
and our dogs have never run loose in the nei borbood.

I am a responsible dog owner, and I firmly b lieve that sterilization is a decision that should be
made between an owner and his or her vcteri .an based upon a varlet y 0 f factors.

Mandatory spay/neuter is an ineffective solut 011 to animal control problems because it fails to
address the root issue - irresponsible owners ip. This type of law will. not impact irresponsible
owners who simply will not license their pets On the contrary, it will hurt responsible owners
and breeders who raise healthy, well-cared f dogs. Responsible owners should not be
penalized because irresponsible owners caus problems for the community. Our taxpayer funds
would be much better utilized by concentrati g animal control efforts on dogs whose behavior
demonstrates that they ate a problem tor our ·ommunity.

Ifully support voluntary spaying or neuterin
working well to deal with animal control iss
and improving those programs for the bette
the govermnent imposing decisions upon us
and costly.

of dogs. Long Beach has progranls which ate
s and Iam more than willing to help in supporting
ent of all Long Beach residents. We do not need
hich are unnecessary, unproductive, unenforceable
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I respectfully request that you support respo sible dog owners and breeders by opposing efforts
to promote mandatory spay/neuter in Long Bach.

Sincerely,

fJ~t"fj,cv -
David J. McMahon
2127 Petaluma Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90815
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February 8, 2015

The Honorable Robert Garcia, Mayor
City of Long Beach ,
333 West Ocean Blvd., :l4Ih'Floor
Long Beach, CaHfomia!90802

..
Rc: OPPOSE ~andatory spay/neuter ordinance

:Dear Mayor Garcia; !

I am writing to express ~heopposition of the Irish Terrier Club of Southem California
(lTCSC) to the mandatory spay/neuter ordinance being proposed in Long Beach. The
Irish Terrier Club of Southern California has over 80 members (many of whom reside in
Long Beach and surrounding communities). and we oppose this proposed ordinance, .as
we believe it will be detrimental to all dog owners. It will increase costs to local animal
control authorities and will divert resources that should be directed to dealing with
irresponsible owners, regardless of the reproductive status of the animal.

The Irish Terrier Club of Southern California has a long history of promoting and
encouraging responsible breeding practices and responsible animal ownership. We offer
educational seminars at our Regional Specialty shows, and have participated in the Meet
The Breeds booth at the AKC/Eukanuba shows each year during the time it was held in
Long Beach, educating the public on responsible dog ownership. A number of our
members have dogs which have been qualifiedas therapy as well as service animals, thus
providing an additional'benefit to the communities in which they live, including Long
Beach,

,I
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Among other dog-related events, we sponsor a regional specialty show annually in ..
Southern California, held for the past several years at The Queen Mary Events Park uf
Long Beach in conjunction with the Great Western Terrier Association shows. In
addition to our local dogs, Irish Terriers come from allover the country to participate in
these shows. Owners of these dogs stay in hctelsln Long Beach, purchase concessions
on the show grounds and attend luncheons and dinners at local restaurants, notably The
Reef Restaurant, Gladstone's and George's Greek Cafe in Long Beach. CA. In 'short, our
members spend considerable monies in Long Beach for dog-related events.and items
throughout the year. We-would have difficulty convincing our members to participate in
events in a City that does not value dogs as we do.
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Owners of intact animals already pay higher license fees and there is no proof that intact
animals require a greater expenditure of animal control funds. Many dogs ate taken to
shelters because of behavior issues, poor breed choices, illness or old age or because of
their owners' job or housing problems. These issues will not be resolved by mandatory
spay/neuter requlrements, A better solution is to work with responsible owners and. .. ...
breeders to improve public education and thereby reduce the number of unwanted pets.
Out members stand ready to assist in those positive efforts.,

For these and.other reasons, I respectfully ask that you support responsibleowners and
breeders. The Irish Terrier Club of South em California opposes mandatory 5pay/~euter
requirements, but would welcome the chance to assist Long Beach to improve its
currently existing voluntary programs.,

Sincerely, ./)a~A-~cfLmda M. Honey,
President .

cc: Members of the Long Beach City Council
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