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ORDINANCENO.ORD-13-0014

ANORDINANCEOFTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITY

OFLONGBEACHAMENDINGTHELONGBEACH

MUNICIPALCODEBYAMENDINGSECTIONS21.15.2510,

21.15.2520,21.15.2550,21.15.2570,21.15.2571,21.15.2573,

21.15.2577,21.15.2580,21.15.2600,21.15.2620,21.15.2630,

21.15.2700,21.15.2710,21.15.2720,21.15.2730,21.15.2740,

21.15.2750,21.15.2980,BYAMENDINGANDRESTATINGIN

ITSENTIRETYCHAPTER21.44,ANDBYAMENDING

SECTION21.52.229;BYADDINGSECTIONS21.15.2570.5,

21.15.2575,21.15.2595,21.15.2665,21.15.2721,21.15.2723,

21.15.2743,21.15.2745,AND21.15.2755;ANDBY

REPEALINGSECTIONS21.15.2540,21.15.2560,21.15.2640,

21.15.2670,21.15.2680,21.15.2690,AND21.15.2725,ALL

RELATINGTOSIGNS

Section1.Section21.15.2510oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodeis

19'amendedtoreadasfollows:

2021.15.2510Sign.

21"Sign"meansanydeviceorstructureusedforvisual

22communicationorattraction,includinganyannouncement,declaration,

23demonstration,display,illustration,insignia,model,statue,orsymbolused

24toidentifyaplace,ortoadvertiseorpromotetheinterestofanyperson;

25togetherwithallappurtenantcomponents,backgrounds,andsupporting

26structures,exceptthebuildinguponwhichasignisplaced.Officialtraffic-

27controldevicesarespecificallyexemptedfromthisdefinition.Theofficial

28flagsofnations,states,counties,citiesandrecognizednonprofit
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organizationsshallnotbeconsideredsigns,butflags,bannersorsimilar

devicescontainingacommercialmessageshallbesigns.

Section2.Section21.15.2520oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodeis

amendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2520Sign,abandoned.

"Abandonedsign"meansthesignface,frameandsupportingpole

orstructure,andallappurtenances,ofanysignforabusiness,institution,

orotherlandusewhichhasabandonedthepremisesforninety(90)days

ormore,oranylanduseforwhichthebusinesslicensehasexpiredand

remainedexpiredforoneyear.Abandonedsignalsoincludesany

promotionalactivitysignforwhichthepermithasexpired.Signs

associatedwithademolishedorabandonedbuildingshallalsobe

consideredabandonedsigns.Seealso"Abandoned"(Section21.15.030).

Section3.Section21.15.2550oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodeis

amendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2550Sign,awning.

"Awningsign"meansasignthatisapplied,paintedoraffixedtoan

awning.

Section4.Section21.15.2570oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodeis

amendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2570Sign,banner.

25See"Sign,promotionalactivity-commercial"(Section21.15.2720).

26II

27II

28II
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Section5.Section21.15.2571oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodeis

amendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2571Sign,changeablecopy.

Asignwhosecopyisperiodicallychangedtoadvertiseevents,

sales,andthelike,withdetachablebutmotionlessletteringthatmustbe

manuallyinstalled,usuallyonaseriesofparalleltracks.Achangeable

copysignshallnotincludea"trivision"sign,electronicsign,electronic

messagecentersign,ortime,date,andtemperaturesign.

Section6.Section21.15.2573oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodeis

amendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2573Sign,residentialneighborhoodorcommercialdistrictidentification.

A"residentialneighborhoodidentificationsign"or"commercial

districtidentificationsign"identifiesaresidentialneighborhoodand/or

commercialorindustrialdistrict(s),andmayannounceitsgeographical

boundaries(i.e.,nowenteringorleavingneighborhoodordistrictname)

withintheCity.Thissignshallalwaysidentifythattherespective

neighborhoodordistrictispartoftheCity.

Section7.Section21.15.2577oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodeis

amendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2577Sign,electronicmessagecenter.

"Electronicmessagecentersign"isasignwhosealphabetic,

pictographic,orsymbolicinformationalcontentcanbechangedoraltered

onafixeddisplaysurfacecomposedofelectrically-illuminatedor

mechanicallydrivenchangeablesegments.Thisincludessignswhose

informationalcontentcanbechangedoralteredbymeansofcomputer-or

circuit-drivenelectronicimpulses.Anelectronicmessagecentersign
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displaysonlyon-sitesigncopy,information,andadvertising;otherwiseit

shallbeconsideredabillboard.Electronicmessagecentersigndoesnot

includeasignthatdisplaysonlytime,date,and/ortemperatureifitissix

(6)squarefeetorsmaller.

Section8.Section21.15.2580oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodeis

amendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2580Sign,freestanding.

"Freestandingsign"meansasignwhichissupportedbyastructure

connectedpermanentlytotheground,ordisplayeddirectlyuponabase

connectedpermanentlytotheground,andwhichisnotstructurally

connectedtoabuildingorotherstructure.Thisincludesbutisnotlimited

tothosesignsknownas"polesigns."Seealso"Monumentsign"(Section

21.15.2620).

Section9.Section21.15.2600oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodeis

amendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2600Sign,marquee/canopy.

"Marquee/canopysign"meansasignthatisattachedtothevertical

faceorthesoffitofamarqueeorcanopy.See"Awningsign"(Section

21.15.2550).

Section10.Section21.15.2620oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodeis

amendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2620Sign,monument.

"Monumentsign"meansasignthatisdisplayeddirectlyonthe

ground,onabaseconnectedpermanentlytotheground,andwhichisnot

structurallyconnectedtoabuildingorstructure.Seealso"Freestanding
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sign"(Section21.15.2580).

Section11.Section21.15.2630oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodeis

amendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2630Sign,neighborhoodmarker.

"Neighborhoodmarkersign"meansasignplaceduponastreet

lightstandardortrafficsignalpoletoidentifyaresidentialneighborhoodor

commercialdistrict.ThesesignsareadministeredbytheDepartmentof

PublicWorks,andnotregulatedinTitle21(seeSection21.44.240).

Section12.Section21.15.2700oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodeis

amendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2700Sign,portable.

"Portablesign"meansasignstandinguponthegroundbutnot

permanentlylocateduponafoundation.Thisincludes,butisnotlimitedto,

thosesignsknownas"sandwich-boardsigns,""A-framesigns,"and

"sidewalksigns."

Section13.Section21.15.2710oftheLongBeachMunicipal

Codeisamendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2710Sign,projecting.

22"Projectingsign"meansasignwhichisattachedto,andprojects

23outwardatananglefrom,awallorotheressentiallyverticalplaneofa

24buildingorstructure.Aprojectingsignalsomaybeknownasa"blade

25sign."

26II

27II

28
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1Section14.Section21.15.2720oftheLongBeachMunicipal

2ICodeisamendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2720Sign,promotionalactivity-commercial.

"Promotionalactivitysign-commercial"meansanysignutilizedto

promoteoradvertiseacommercialactivityoreventthatispermittedona

temporarybasisundertheprovisionsofSection21.44.410,forthe

purposeofannouncinganevent,product,service,orsaleofatemporary

nature.Promotionalactivitysignsaremadeofnon-permanentmaterials

suchascloth,vinyl,ormesh,andarenotpermanentlyattachedoraffixed

toabuilding.Promotionalactivitysignscommonlyareknownas

3
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28II

"banners."

Section15.Section21.15.2730oftheLongBeachMunicipal

Codeisamendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2730Sign,roof.

"Roofsign"meansasignthatismountedorpositionedontheroof

ofabuildingandwhichprojectsabovetheparapetwallofabuildingwitha

flatroof,orabovetheeavelineofabuildingwithaslopedroof(gambrel,

gableorhiproof),orabovethedecklineofabuildingwithamansardroof.

Section16.Section21.15.2740oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodeis

amendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2740Sign,temporary.

"Temporarysign"referstothosesignsthatarepermittedona

temporarybasisinDivisionIVofChapter21.44.Seealso"Promotional

activitysign-commercial"(Section21.15.2720).
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Section17.Section21.15.2750oftheLongBeachMunicipal

Codeisamendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2750Sign,wall.

"Wallsign"meansasignfastenedtothewallofabuildingor

structureinsuchamannerthatthewallbecomesthesupportingstructure

fororformsthebackgroundsurfaceofthesign.Suchasignmaynot

projectmorethanfourteeninches(14")beyondtheverticalwallsurfaceor

itshallbeconsideredaprojectingsign.

Section18.Section21.15.2980oftheLongBeachMunicipal

Codeisamendedtoreadasfollows:

21.15.2980Supergraphics.

"Supergraphic"meansasign,containingeitheron-siteoroff-site

advertising,consistingofsigncopyand/oranimagethatisappliedtoa

building,structure,orwall,orprojectedontoabuilding,structure,orwall,

orprintedonvinyl,mesh,fabric,oranyothermaterial,andhungfromor

wrappedaboutabuildingorstructure,andwhichdoesnotcomplywiththe

requirementsforapermittedsigntypeundertheprovisionsofChapter

21.44,ortherequirementsforabillboardunderChapter21.54.Theterm

"supergraphic"alsoshallincludesignsknownas"buildingwraps."

Section19.Chapter21.44oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodeis

amendedandrestatedinitsentiretytoreadasshownonAttachment"A."

Section20.Section21.52.229oftheLongBeachMunicipalCode

isamendedtoreadasfollows:

21.52.229Electronicmessagecentersigns.

Inadditiontotherequiredfindingsforaconditionalusepermit
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(Section21.25.206),thePlanningCommissionshallnotapprovea

conditionalusepermitforanElectronicMessageCentersignunless

positivefindingscanbemadeforthefollowing:

A.Theproposeddesignoftheelectronicmessagecentersign

iscompleteandconsistentwithinitselfandiscompatibleindesignwith

thearchitecturalthemeorcharacteroftheexistingorproposed

developmentitwillserveandthecommunityinwhichitwillbelocated.

B.Theestablishmentoftheproposedelectronicmessage

centersignwillnotadverselyaffectthecharacter,livability,orqualityoflife

ofanyresidentialcommunityitwillbeadjacenttoorlocatedin.

C.Theelectronicmessagecentersignshallnotconstitutea

hazardtothesafeandefficientoperationofvehiclesuponastreetor

freeway.

D.Theapplicanthasdemonstratedthattheproposedelectronic

messagedisplaysurfaceisfactory-certifiedascapableofcomplyingwith

thebrightnessstandardsinSection21.44.850.

Section21.Section21.15.2570.5isaddedtotheLongBeach

MunicipalCodetoreadasfollows:

21.15.2570.5Sign,buildingidentification.

"Buildingidentificationsign"meansasignwhichservestoidentify

onlythename,address,anduseorprincipaltenantofthepremisesupon

whichitislocatedandprovidesnootheradvertisementsorproduct

identification.

Section22.Section21.15.2575isaddedtotheLongBeachMunicipal

Codetoreadasfollows:

21.15.2575Sign,cabinet.
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"Cabinetsign"meanssignwithoneorseveralfaces,which

containsallthetextand/orlogosymbolsofeachfaceuponafacingmade

oftranslucentand/oropaquematerialcontainedwithinasingleenclosed

cabinet,boxorcan.Acabinetsignmayormaynotbeinternally

illuminated.

Section23.Section21.15.2595isaddedtotheLongBeachMunicipal

Codetoreadasfollows:

21.15.2595Sign,interior.

"Interiorsign"meansasignthatislocatedbetweenone(1)andsix

(6)feettotheinteriorofanywindowthroughwhichthesignisvisible.

Section24.Section21.15.2665isaddedtotheLongBeachMunicipal

Codetoreadasfollows:

21.15.2665Sign,on-sitedirectional.

"On-sitedirectionalsign"meansaclassofsignthatdirectspersons

toadestinationwithinthesubjectsite,typicallyaparkinglot.Anon-site

directionalsigncontainssimpleinforrr:ationsuchas"Enter,""Exit,""This

Way,"or"DoNotEnter,"aswellasabusinessnameand/orlogo.Anon-

sitedirectionalsignisintendedfortrafficinternaltothesite,andisnot

directedattrafficonanadjacentroadorright-of-way.

Section25.Section21.15.2721isaddedtotheLongBeachMunicipal

Codetoreadasfollows:

21.15.2721Sign,promotionalactivity-non-commercial.

"Promotionalactivitysign-non-commercial"meansanysignmade

ofclothorpapertakingtheformofabanner,placard,signboard,or

similardeviceorstructureandwhichisutilizedtopromote,advertise,or

MJM:kjmA13-008598/9/13
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advocatefororagainstaparticularperson,eventoractivityinanon-

commercialcontext.Non-commercialpromotionalactivitysignsshallbe

removedfromapremisenolaterthanfive(5)daysfollowingthe

conclusionoftheactivityoreventpromotedbysuchslqn.

Section26.Section21.15.2723isaddedtotheLongBeachMunicipal

Codetoreadasfollows:

21.15.2723Sign,push-through.

"Push-throughsign"or"push-throughcabinetsign"referstoa

cabinetsignwithsigncopyrenderedinreliefeitherinfrontoforbehind

thesignface,similartochannelletters.Apush-throughsigntypicallyis

internallyilluminatedwithanopaqueface,creatingahaloeffect,although

otherdesignssuchasilluminatedlettersorexposedneoninopen-faced

lettersareacceptableaswell.

Section27.Section21.15.2743isaddedtotheLongBeachMunicipal

Codetoreadasfollows:

21.15.2743Sign,through-the-face.

See"Sign,push-through"(Section21.15.2723).

Section28.Section21.15.2745isaddedtotheLongBeachMunicipal

Codetoreadasfollows:

21.15.2745Sign,trafficdirectional.

"Trafficdirectionalsign"meansanysigndisplayedtoensurethesafe

andorderlyflowofautomobiletrafficonprivateproperty.Theseconsistof

stopsigns,one-waysigns,donotentersigns,speedlimitsigns,left/right

turn-onlysigns,noleft/rightturnsigns,andothertrafficsignsoflike

purpose.Trafficdirectionalsignsdonotcontainbusinessinformationor

MJM:kjmA13-008598/9/13
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9

10

11

3

Section31.TheCityClerkshallcertifytothepassageofthisordinanceby

theCityCouncilandcauseittobepostedinthreeconspicuousplacesintheCityofLong

Beach,anditshalltakeeffectonthethirty-firstdayafteritisapprovedbytheMayor.

1directionstoadestination.Trafficdirectionalsignsshallconformtoofficial

2trafficcontroldevicestandardsasdirectedbytheCityTrafficEngineer.

4Section29.Section21.15.2755isaddedtotheLongBeachMunicipal

5Codetoreadasfollows:

621.15.2755Sign,wallpainted.

7"Wall-paintedsign"meansasignthatispaintedonabuildingwall

8inlieuofapermanent,fixedwallsignstructure.

Section30.Sections21.15.2540,21.15.2560,21.15.2640,21.15.2670,

21.15.2680,21.15.2690,and21.15.2725oftheLongBeachMunicipalCodearehereby

repealed.

17II

18II

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
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1

Councilmembers:

I hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City

2 Council of the City of Long Beach at its meeting of ---=-Se-!p:....;t_e_IDo.:....be..:....r::........=3, 2013,

3 by the following vote:

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Ayes: Councilmembers:

Noes: Councilmembers:

Absent:

14

15

16
Approved: f(;/I/ j17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

MJM:kjm A13-00859 8/9/13 12
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Lowenthal, DeLong, O'Donnell,

Schipske, Andrews, Johnson,

Austin, Garcia.

None.

Neal.

C"ty Clerk

Mayor



Chapter21.44-On-PremisesSigns

Contents

IntroductionandGeneralProvisions
DivisionIMajorSigns
DivisionIISpecialMajorSigns
DivisionIIIMinorSigns
DivisionIVTemporarySigns
DivisionVPermitExemptSigns
DivisionVIProhibitedSigns
DivisionVIINonconforming,Abandoned,andIllegalSignsandOther

Provisions
ElectronicMessageCenterSigns
SignsonPublicProperty

DivisionVIII
DivisionIX

21.44.010-Purpose.ThisChapterprovidesstandardsforon-premisessignsto
safeguardlife,health,property,safety,andpublicwelfare,includingaestheticsandthe
visualenvironment,whileencouragingcreativity,variety,compatibledesign,and
enhancementoftheCity'simage.TheCityrecognizesthatthelocation,number,size
anddesignofsignssignificantlyinfluencestheCity'svisualenvironmentandthe
perceptionoftheCity'seconomiccondition.ThespecificpurposesofthisChapterare
to:

A.Provideeachsignuseranopportunityforeffectiveidentificationbyregulating
thetime,place,andmannerunderwhichsignsmaybedisplayed;

B.Maintainacontent-neutralapproachtosignregulationsoasnottoinhibit
protectedformsoffreedomofexpression;

C.Regulatethenumberandsizeofsignsaccordingtostandardsconsistentwith
thepurposeoftheCity'svariouszoningdistrictsandtheintentoftheZoning
Regulations;

D.Protectallzoningdistrictsfromtheadverseimpactsofexcessivenumbersor
sizesofsigns,andsignsofpoorqualitydesign;

E.Encouragecreative,well-designedsignsthatcontributeinapositivewayto
theCity'svisualenvironment,andhelpmaintainanimageofqualityforthe
City;

F.Ensurethatsignsareresponsivetotheaestheticsandcharacteroftheir
particularlocation(adjacentbuildingsandsurroundingneighborhood),and
thatsignsarecompatibleandintegratedwiththeirbuilding'sarchitectural
characteranddesign(includinghistoricelements),andwithothersignson
thesite;and

G.EnsurethequalityoftheCity'svisualenvironmentandappearanceby
avoidingsignclutter,signsofexcessivesize,andsignsofpoorqualitydesign,
andbysubjectingcertainsignstothenecessarydiscretionaryprocesses.

CityofLongBeach
DepartmentofDevelopmentServices

Page1of46

Attachment"A"



Title21-ZoningOrdinanceChapter21.44-On-PremisesSigns

21.44.020-Accessoryuses.On-premisessignsarepermittedinalldistrictsas
accessoryusesonly,subjecttotheprovisionsoutlinedinthisChapter.

21.44.030-Signpermitrequired.
A.Required.Asignpermitisrequiredtodisplay,enlarge,modify,relocateor

changeinanyway,otherthantoperformgeneralmaintenance,repairor
completeremoval,anon-premisessigninanyzoningdistrict,unlesssuch
actionisexpresslyexemptedbythisChapter.

B.Jurisdiction.TheDepartmentofDevelopmentServicesshallberesponsible
forreviewingsignpermitapplicationsandissuingsignpermits.

C.FilingOfApplication.Applicationsforsignpermitsshallbefiledwiththe
DirectorofDevelopmentServicesonformsprovidedbytheDepartmentof
DevelopmentServices.Filingfees,asestablishedbyresolutionoftheCity
Council,shallbefiledwiththeapplication.Additionalinformationshallbe
providedasrequiredbytheDirectorofDevelopmentServices.

D.TimeLimit.Permitsshallbeusedwithinonehundredeighty(180)daysof
issuance,otherwisetheyshallbenullandvoid.

21.44.035-Discretionaryprocesses.Awaiverfromtheprovrsionsofthesesign
regulationsmaybeconsideredthroughtheproceduressetforthinthisSection.
However,anyprohibitedsigns,includingthoselistedinSection21.44.600andanysign
notspecificallypermitted,shallnotbeapprovedexceptthroughtheprovisionsof
DivisionIII(StandardsVariance)ofChapter21.25-SpecificProcedures.

A.Signstandardswaiver.Repealed.
B.Creativesignpermit.

1.ThisSectionestablishesstandardsandproceduresforthereviewand
approvalofCreativeSignPermits.ThepurposesoftheCreativeSign
Permitareto:

a.Encouragesignsofuniquedesignthatexhibitahighdegreeof
imagination,inventiveness,spirit,andthoughtfulness;and

b.Provideaprocessfortheapplicationofsignregulationsinways
thatwillallowcreativelydesignedsignsthatmakeapositive
visualcontributiontotheoverallimageoftheCity,while
mitigatingtheimpactsoflargeorunusuallydesignedsigns.

2.Applicability.AnapplicantmayapplyforaCreativeSignPermitin
ordertorequestapprovalofdevelopmentstandardsthatdifferfromthe
provisionsofthisChapter,butcomplywiththepurposeandfindingsof
thisSection.However,theCreativeSignPermitprocessshallnotbe
usedtoallowanyprohibitedsigntypeorfeature.

3.Application.ACreativeSignPermitapplicationshallincludeall
informationandmaterialsrequiredbytheDepartment,andthefiling
feeasspecifiedinafeeresolutiontobeadoptedbytheCityCouncil.

4.Approvalauthority.AnapplicationforaCreativeSignPermitshallbe
subjecttoreviewandapprovalordisapprovalbytheSitePlanReview
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Committee,undertheproceduressetforthinChapter21.25(Specific
Procedures),DivisionV-SitePlanReview.

5.Findings.TheSitePlanReviewCommitteeshallnotapprovea
CreativeSignPermitunlesstheproposedsignmeetsthefollowing
designcriteria(inadditiontothefindingsrequiredinChapter21.25-
SpecificProcedures):

a.Designquality.Thesignshall:
i.Constituteasubstantialaestheticimprovementtothesite

andshallhaveapositivevisualimpactonthe
surroundingarea;

ii.Beofuniquedesign,andexhibitahighdegreeof
imagination,inventiveness,spirit,andthoughtfulness;
and

iii.Providestronggraphiccharacterthroughtheimaginative
useofcolor,graphics,proportion,qualitymaterials,
scale,andtexture.

b.Contextualcriteria.Thesignshallcontainatleastoneofthe
followingelements:

i.Classichistoricdesignstyle;
ii.Creativeimagereflectingcurrentorhistoriccharacterof

theCity;or
iii.Inventiverepresentationofthelogo,name,oruseofthe

structureorbusiness.
c.Architecturalcriteria.Thesignshall:

i.Utilizeorenhancethearchitecturalelementsofthe
building;and

ii.Beplacedinalogicallocationinrelationtotheoverall
compositionofthebuilding'sfacadeandnotcoverany
keyarchitecturalfeaturesanddetailsofthefacade.

d.Impactsonsurroundinguses.Thesignshallbelocatedand
designednottocauselightandglareimpactsonsurrounding
uses,especiallyresidentialuses.

C.SignProgram.
1.ThisSectionestablishesstandardsandproceduresforthereviewand

approvalofSignPrograms.ThepurposeofaSignProgramisto:
a.Ensurethatallsignsonasubjectpropertyareof

complementarystyleanddesign,andarecompatiblewiththe
architectureandthemeoftheproperty,

b.Provideaprocessforthereviewofsaidsignstoensurethat
newdevelopmentsormajorremodelsachievethehighest
qualityofdesignbycomplementingthedevelopmentwithhigh-
qualitysigns,and

c.Establishspecialsigncriteriaandstandardsforagivenproperty
whensuchadditionalregulationorwaiversfromtheprovisions
ofthisChapterareconsideredappropriateandbeneficial.
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2.Applicability.ApplicationforaSignProgramshallberequiredforthe
following:

a.Anysignapplicationsubmittalforfive(5)ormorenewor
replacementsigns(notincludingminor,exempt,ortemporary
signs)intendedtobeplacedonasite,

b.Anynewcommercial,industrialor,institutionalbuilding(s),
c.Anynewmixed-usedevelopmentwith3ormorenon-residential

tenantspaces,and
d.Anyresidentialprojectconsistingof5ormorenewdwelling

units.
3.Application.ASignProgramapplicationshallincludeallinformation

andmaterialsrequiredbytheDepartment,andthefilingfeeas
specifiedinafeeresolutiontobeadoptedbytheCityCouncil.

4.Approvalauthority.AnapplicationforaSignProgramshallbe
subjecttoreviewandapprovalordisapprovalbytheSitePlanReview
Committee,undertheproceduressetforthinChapter21.25(Specific
Procedures),DivisionV-SitePlanReview.

5.Findings.TheSitePlanReviewCommitteeshallnotapproveaSign
ProgramunlesstheproposedSignProgrammeetsthefollowing
designcriteria(inadditiontothefindingsrequiredinChapter21.25-
SpecificProcedures):

a.AllsignsintheSignProgramaredesignedinsuchamannerso
astobeinternallyconsistent,coordinated,andwholewithin
themselves,andharmoniouswithanyexistingsignsremaining
onthesite.

b.Anyexistingsignsonthesite,iftheyaretoremain,areofhigh
qualitydesignandmaterials,andcomplementtheexistingor
proposedbuildingandarchitecture,andwillbecomplemented
bythenewsignsintheSignProgramaswell.

c.AllsignsintheSignProgramwillcomplementandenhancethe
architecturalthemeofthesubjectproperty.

d.AllsignsintheSignProgramcomplywiththestandardsofthis
Chapter,unlessspecificexemptionshavebeengrantedinthe
interestofenhanceddesignandcompatibility,andsuch
exemptionsarenotcontrarytotheintentofthisChapter.

6.Waiverofstandards.Awaiverfromthedevelopmentstandardsof
thisChaptermaybegrantedforsignsinaSignProgramifthefindings
requiredforaCreativeSignPermitaremadebytheSitePlanReview
Committee,andthewaiverwillachievethespecifiedpurposeofa
CreativeSignPermit.However,prohibitedsignsshallnotbeapproved
throughaSignProgram.

D.NeonOutliningorArchitecturallightingofBuildings.Neontubing
lighting,stringedlighting,andotherarchitecturallightingusedtooutline
buildingsoremphasizearchitecturalelementsofabuildingshallnotbe
consideredsignsorsignillumination,butratheranarchitecturalelement
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subjecttoreviewandapprovalthroughthesiteplanreviewprocessas
specifiedinDivisionVofChapter21.25-SpecificProcedures.

21.44.050-Generalperformanceanddevelopmentstandardsforallsigns.
A.SignsSubjectToStandards.Allsignsshallbesubjecttothedevelopment

standardsspecifiedinthisChapter.Theonlyexceptionsshallbeforsigns
thatreceivewaiversfromspecificstandardssubjecttotheCreativeSign
PermitorStandardsVarianceprocesses;allotherstandardsshallcontinueto
apply.

B.Measurementofsignarea.Wheresignareaisrequiredtobemeasuredfor
thepurposesofthisChapter,itshallbemeasuredinaccordancewiththe
definitionof"signarea"containedinSection21.15.2530.SeeFigure44-1.

".,ESTABLISH 11-
'~'BASEAREA

II

e II
SUBTRJ\CT
INSIDEBOX

II

ADD
OUTSIDEBOX

Figure44-1.Measurementofsignarea.

C.Maintenance.Allsignsshallbekeptinawell-maintainedcondition.Nosign
shallbedisplayedwhich,inthejudgmentoftheDirectorofDevelopment
Services,orhisorherdesignee,isnotingoodrepairandmaintainedina
safecondition.Allsignsmustbekeptfreefromdeterioration,freefrom
defectiveparts,freefromburnedoutlampsandpeelingpaint,andmustbe
abletowithstandthewindpressureforwhichitwasoriginallydesigned.

D.Removalofsigns.Thefollowingshallapplytoremovalofsigns:
1.Timelimit.Exceptasotherwisespecificallyprovidedforinthis

Chapter,asignshallberemovedwithinthirty(30)daysofdisuseofthe
business,building,orotherestablishmentforwhichitwasemplaced.

2.Repairofbuildingafterremoval.Withinthirty(30)daysofthe
removalofasignfromabuilding,thewallofthebuildingshallbe
repairedtoremoveanyblemishleftbytheremoval.

3.Completeremoval.Whenasignisremoved,allsupportingstructures,
cabinets,framesandotherappurtenancesofthesignshallbe
removedaswell.

E.Prohibitedsigncopy.Theprimarypurposeofanon-premisessignis
identification,andnotadvertising;thereforenomajorsign,specialmajorsign,
orminorsignsubjecttothisChaptershalldisplaypricesforproductsor
services.Changeablecopysigns,promotionalactivitysigns,electronic
messagecentersigns,andgasstationpricesignsareexemptfromthis
restricti0n.
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F.Contactinformation.Inadditiontootherpermittedsigncopy,uptothree(3)
squarefeetoftheallowablesignareamaybeusedtodisplaycontact
informationfortheon-premisesestablishmentwherethesignislocated.This
maytaketheformoftelephonenumbers,emailorwebaddresses,andthe
like.

G.Clearance.Theverticalclearancebetweengradeandthelowestpointofa
signprojectingoverapedestrianorvehicularpathshallbeeightfeet(8')for
pedestrianuseandfifteenfeet(15')forvehicularuse.Nosignshallproject
overanalleyorat-gradeparkingspace.

H.Lightcontrol.Nosignorsignlightingsourceshallcauseorallowtrespassof
lightontoanyadjacentproperty,anyresidentialdwellingunit,orintothe
publicright-of-way.

21.44.060-Designstandardsforallsigns.Thefollowingstandardsshallapplytothe
designofallsignssubjecttothisChapter,forthepurposeofcarryingouttheintentand
achievingthegoalsofthisChaptersetforthinSection21.44.010-Purpose.

A.Character.Signsshallenhancethepublicrealmandaidinthecreationofa
street'scharacter.Nosignshallimpedepedestriantraffic,blocksightlinesin
thepublicviewshed,ordisturbadjacentresidences.

B.Complementary.Thecolor,material,scale,lettering,andlightingshall
complementthesurroundingstreetenvironmentandbuildingsthatthesign
addresses.

C.Size.Signsshallneveroverpowerthebuilding.Thesignshallfitcomfortably
intothearchitectureandcharacterofthebuildingorstorefront.Signsshallbe
mountedinamannerthatdoesnotdetractfromthebuilding'sarchitectural
presenceandaesthetics.

D.Audience.Signsintendedfortourists,locals,ordifferentagegroupscan
sufferfrompoorsigndesign.Therefore,regardlessoftheintendedaudience,
signdesignshallconformtothesedesignprinciples.

E.Concise.Informationonsignsshallbebrief,clear,andsimplewith
appropriately-sizedlettering,andaclearinformationhierarchy.When
appropriate,symbolsmaybeusedinplaceoftext.

F.Illumination.Lightingusedwithsignsshallbefocusedandminimal,
especiallyforexterior-litsigns.Lightingshallbeinscalewiththesignand
building.Designofsignilluminationshallmakeeveryefforttoavoid
contributingtonight-skylightpollution.

G.Consistency.Signsshallbeconsistentacrossabuildingorproperty.If
multipletenantsarelistedonasinglesignoramulti-tenantbuilding,variation
betweensizeandtypefaceoftenantnamesandcolorshallbelimitedtoa
paletteofthreeorfeweroptions.

H.Timelessness.Signdesignshouldconveyatimelesscharacterofastreet,
place,orbusiness,andshouldavoiddesigntendenciesassociatedwith
fleetingtrends.Signsalsoshallbedesignedwithdurable,long-lasting
materials,andshallbewell-maintained.
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21.44.062-Additionaldesignstandardsfornon-residentialsigns.Inadditiontothe
designstandardsforallsignsspecifiedinSection21.44.060,thefollowingdesign
standardsshallapplytoallnon-residentialsigns:

A.Signsshouldbeconsistentwiththeoveralldesignandidentityofthebuilding,
includingthearchitectureandlandscaping.Signsshouldcomplementthe
overallaestheticofthebuildingandsite.

B.Ifmorethanonesigntypeisnecessaryonasinglefacade,allsignsshallbe
scaledinaclearhierarchyandshalladdressdifferentviewerorientationsand
audiences.

C.Buildingswithmultipletenantsorstorefrontsshallusethesamesignstrategy
ateveryentrance,storefront,ortenantsuite,inordertoreducesignconfusion
andpresentanorganizedvisualenvironment.

D.Ifmultipletenantsarelistedonasinglesign,sizeandtypefaceoftenant
namesshallbekeptconsistent.

E.Forsiteswithseveralbuildings,orbuildingsthatarepartofanindustrial,
business,orinstitutionalcampus,signconsistencyshallbeensuredthrough
thefollowing:

1.Signsshallbevisiblefromthepublicrights-of-wayboundingthesite,
andshallcommunicatethenecessaryinformationclearly.

2.Sincecampusesmayhousemultipletenantsofdifferingtypes,the
designidentityofsignsshallbecapableofincorporatinganarrayof
stylesandtypefacesforthedifferingnamesandlogos.However,the
sizeoftenantnames,logos,andcolorpalettesshallbeconsistentwith
eachother.

F.Pedestrian-orientedsignsareencouraged.Signsshallbescaled
appropriately,includingwindowsigns,projecting(blade)signs,directory
signs,andotherpedestrian-orientedsigns.

G.Illuminationshouldbeusedtoaccentsigns,consistentwiththebuilding's
character.Trespassoflightandglarefromsignilluminationontoanyadjacent
dwellingunitsorotherproperty,whetherresidentialornonresidential,is
strictlyprohibited.

H.Signsandwayfindingfeaturesshallbeincorporatedwithpublicartor
placemakingobjectswherepossible.

I.Placementofsignsinthepublicright-of-wayshouldbeuniformanddesigned
atthecorrectscalefortheintendedreader,forbothmotoristsand
pedestrians.

21.44.064-Additionaldesignstandardsforresidentialsigns.Inadditiontothe
designstandardsforallsignsspecifiedinSection21.44.060,thefollowingdesign
standardsshallapplytoallresidentialsigns:

A.Signsshouldbeintegratedwiththebuilding'sarchitectureandlandscaping.
Signsshouldbeconsistentwiththedesignapproachandconveyaclear
hierarchyofinformation.

B.Signsshallidentifyprimaryentrances,thestreetaddress,andother
necessaryinformation,whilemaintaininganunderstatedandminimal
aesthetic.
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C.Mixed-use(commercialandresidential)projectswithcommercialusesonthe
groundfloorshallcomplywiththedesignstandardsfornon-residentialsigns
specifiedinSection21.44.062.

D.Illuminationshallbedesignedtoensureadequatesignvisibilityandsafety,
butshallnevercreatelighttrespassintoresidentialunitsorontoadjacent
properties.
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DivisionI-MajorSigns

21.44.100-DevelopmentStandards-Majorsigns.Wallsigns,projecting(blade)
signs,freestandingormonumentsigns,awningsigns,andbuildingidentificationsigns
shallallbeconsideredmajorsigns.Afreestandingsignandaprojectingsignmaynot
belocatedonthesameproperty,butanyothermajorsigncombinationispossible
subjecttothedevelopmentstandardsoutlinedinthisChapter.SeeFigure44-2,Major
Signs.

21.44.102-Copy.Forallmajorsigntypes,signcopyshallbelimitedtothe
identificationofthebusiness,anduptotwo(2)productsorservicessoldoravailableon
thepremises.Copyshallnotbeplacedontheedgesofanysign.

21.44.105-Standardsbyzoningdistricts.Eachtypeofmajorsignshallbeallowed
incertainzoningdistrictsasprovidedinTable44-1.

Table44-1
ZoningDistrictsforMajorSigns

SignTypes

Free-
Building

WallsignProjectingstanding
MonumentAwningIdentifi-

signsignsigncation
ZoningDistrictssignSiqn

CNP,CNA,CNRYYNYYY

CCA,CCP,CCR,CCNYYYYYY

CHW,IL,1M,IG,IPYYYYYY

R-1andR-2zones*NNNNYN

R-3*,R-4*,andRMNNNNYY
zones

I,P,PRYYYYYY

Residentialandmixed-yYNYYY
usecharacterPDs**
Commercialandindus-YyYYYY
trialcharacterPDs**

Abbreviations:Y=Yes(permitted),N=Notpermitted,PD=PlannedDevelopmentDistrict

*Commercialusesinthesezoningdistricts,includinglegalnonconforminguses,shallbesubjecttothe
signtypesrestrictionsspecifiedfortheCNP,CNA,andCNRdistricts.
**InallPDs,signregulationsspecifiedwithineachPDordinancetakeprecedenceovertheprovisionsof
thisChapter.Incasesofdoubt,orwheretheseveralsubareasofagivenPDareofdifferingcharacter,
theZoningAdministratorshalldeterminewhichstandardsshouldapply.
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Figure44-2.MajorSigns.
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21.44.120-Wallsigns.Wallsignsarepermittedforanybusinesswithfrontageona
street,parkinglot,publicwalkwaywithinamall,orwhichhasexteriorbuildingfrontage
withoutfacingastreet,parkinglotormall.

A.Number.Oneperwall,oroneperbusinessforbuildingswithmultiple
tenants/businessesfrontingonastreet.Inadditiontotheprimarywallsign,
secondarywallsignsidentifyinguptotwoproductsorservicesarepermitted
providedthatthecumulativewallsignareadoesnotexceedtheallowable
limitsestablishedinSubsection21.44.120.B.

B.Area.
1.WallFacingStreet.Thetotalareaofallwallsignsfacingastreetshall

notexceedone(1)squarefootofsignareaperlinearfootofbuilding
wall;provided,thatnotmorethanonehundred(100)squarefeetshall
beallowedonanysignfacingaresidential,localorcollectorstreetand
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notmorethantwohundredfifty(250)squarefeetshallbeallowedfor
anysignfacingamajororminorarterial.SeeFigure44-3.

2.WallFacingSideOrRearYard.Theareaofpermittedwallsigns
facingsideorrearyardsshallnotexceedone(1)squarefootofsign
areaforeachlinearfootofbuildingwall.

3.CurvedorAngledWallonaCorner.Acurvedorangledwalllocated
onacornershallbeconsideredtobeaseparatewallforpurposesof
thisSection.

4.TransferenceOfSignArea.Allowedsignareacannotbetransferred
fromonebuildingsideorwalltoanother.

5.IconsAndModels.Wallsignsintheshapeoficons,models,orlogos
shallbepermittedprovidedthatthecumulativewallsignareaforall
signsdoesnotexceedtheallowablelimits.Tocalculatetheareaof
two-dimensional(2-D)signs,thesign'slengthandwidthshallbe
multiplied.Theareaofthree-dimensional(3-D)signsshallbe
measuredasalongitudinalsectionoftheiconormodel.

Ax1
•••••
XxV - aUSINESSFRONTAGESIGNAREAX

RESl""=NTIAL

<100
y

COIL-:"'TOrl
ROAI)S

MAJOR/MINOR

<250
ARTERIAL

OADS
BUILDINGMAXIMUMSQUARE
LOCATIONFOOTAGE

Figure44-3.Areaofawallsign.

C.Height.Themaximumheightofwallsignsabovegrade,tothehighestpoint
ofthesignshallbeasfollows:

1.Foraone-storybuilding,thehighestpointofthesignshallnotbe
locatedabovethetopoftheparapetwallforaflatroof,orabovethe
topofamansardroof,orabovetheridgeofaslopedroof.

2.Foramulti-storybuildingwithcommercialtenantsonthegroundfloor
only,awallsignshallnotbelocatedabovethewindowsilllineofthe
secondfloor.Thisdoesnotincludebuildingidentificationsigns.

3.Foramulti-storybuildingwithcommercialtenantsonthegroundfloor
andfloor(s)above,awallsignshallbelocatedonthesameflooras
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saidtenant,andshallnotbelocatedabovethewindowsilllineofthe
floorabovesaidtenant.Wallsignsshallnotbeallowedforcommercial
tenantsonthethirdstoryandabove.Thisdoesnotincludebuilding
identificationsigns.

4.Forbuildingswithglasscurtainwallsystems,signsshallbeallowedfor
ground-floortenantsonlyandnotonanystoriesabovetheground
floor.Thisdoesnotincludebuildingidentificationsigns.

D.Location.Nowallsignshallextendbeyondtheperimeterofthesignable
area(asdefinedinSection21.15.2770)onwhichitisdisplayed,orabovethe
topoftheparapetwallofaflat-roofedbuilding,orabovethetopofamansard
roof.Asigndisplayedabovetheeavelineofaslopedroofbuildingshallbe
consideredaroofsign.Nowallsignshallbelocateduponanarchitectural
protrusion.SeeFigure44-4.

1STORYCannotbelocatedabovetopofparapetMULTISTORYBelowwindowsillabovefirsttwofloorsonly
CURTAINNosignageabovegroundfloorINosignshallbelocateduponanarchitecturalprotrusion.

Figure44-4.Locationsofawallsign.
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Figure44-5.Maximumprojectionofawallsign.

E.Projection.Themaximumprojectionshallbefourteeninches(14").Nowall
signshallprojectoverapublicalley,driveway,orparkingabovegrade.See
Figure44-5.

F.Design.Thefollowingdesignstandardsshallapplytoallwallsigns:
1.Channelletterspreferred.Signsconsistingofindividualchannel

lettersarestronglypreferred.Exposedracewaysareprohibitedunless
necessitatedbystructuralconsiderations.

2.Foamletters.Foamlettersignsarestronglydiscouraged.Foam
lettersmustbefacedwithamaterialsuchasplasticormetal.Un-faced
foamletters(includingthosethatarepaintedonly)areprohibited.Wall
paintedsignsarepreferredoverfoamlettersigns.

3.Cabinetsigns.
a.Newcabinet("can")signsarestronglydiscouraged,exceptin

thecaseofunusuallyshapedsignsorlogosthatwouldbe
oneroustorenderinchannelletterform.Channellettersigns
arepreferredinstead.

b.Existingcabinetsignsmaycontinuetobeusedandmaintained,
subjecttotheregulationsofthisChapter.However,upon
replacementofthesignfaceorcopy,useofa"push-through"
cabinetsignfaceshallberequired,withthesigncopyrendered
inreliefeitherinfrontoforbehindthesignface.Thepurposeof
thisregulationistoobtainhigher-qualitysigndesignforthe
remaininglifespanofexistingsigncabinets.
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4.Flatwallsigns.Wallsignsconsistingofcopythatispaintedor
otherwiseappliedorrendered,withnosurfacerelief,ontoa
backgroundsheetproductofwood(includingplywood,fiberboard,
etc.),plastic,ormetal,whichisthenaffixedtothebuildingwall,shall
notbepermitted,unlessapprovedthroughtheCreativeSignPermit
process,inordertoensurethatthesignisofahigh-qualitydesign.The
purposeofthisregulationistoavoidtheuseofthesematerialsinlow-
qualitysigndesigns.

G.WallPaintedSigns.WallpaintedsignsareregulatedinDivision"-Special
MajorSignTypes.

21.44.130-Projecting(blade)signs.Projectingsigns(alsoknownasbladesigns),
arepermittedsubjecttothefollowingprovisions.

A.Number.Abusinessmaydisplayoneprojectingsignperstreetfrontageor
parkinglotfrontageonanadjacentproperty.Wherefreestandingsignsare
allowed,aprojectingsignmaybepermittedinlieuofeachfreestandingsign.

B.Area.Themaximumareaofaprojectingsignshallnotexceedone(1)square
footperlinearfootofbuildingfrontagefromwhichthesignprojects.For
double-sidedsigns,signareashallbetakenfromonesideofthesignonly.
SeeFigure44-6.
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10-------1
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Figure44-6.Measurementandallowableareaofaprojectingsign.

C.Height.Noprojectingsignshallextendabovetheadjacenteavesofasloped
roof.Aprojectingsignshallnotextendmorethanone-third(1/3)ofthesign's
verticallengthabovetheparapetlineofaflatroof;orbelessthaneightfeet
(8')abovethegradeoftheadjoiningpedestrianright-of-way.Aprojectingsign
shallbeexemptfromthebuildingheightlimitsofthezoningdistrict.
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D.Location.
1.Projectingsignsshallbeattachedtoabuilding,andnotapoleorother

structure.
2.Forbuildingswithmultiplebusinesses,multipleprojectingsignsshall

beseparatedbyatleasttwenty-fivefeet(25'),andonlyoneprojecting
signmaybelocatedoneachbuildingcorner.SeeFigure44-7.

3.Ifanyportionofaprojectingsignislocatedaboveasecondfloor
windowsillline,itshallbelocatedadistanceawayfromanysuch
window(s)equaltotwicetheprojectionofthesignfromthewallin
whichthewindowislocated,unlessthebuildinghasaglasscurtain
wallsystem.

4.Forabuildinglocatedonacornerlot,theprojectingsignisencouraged
tobelocatedonthecornerorfaceofthebuildingonthestreetcorner.
Averticalprojectingsignonabuildingcornershouldbemountedata
45-degreehorizontalanglesothatitstwosidesareequallyvisiblefrom
bothstreets.

1;}rt?51:71;}r 14~~,.""".."".."""...."""""""".,~;:/I
1;}r1;}r

II
mE ~UI::l.1TI

h

5>25'
SEPARATIONBETEE

PROJECTINGSIGNS

Figure44-7.Requiredseparationbetweenprojectingsigns.

E.Projection.
1.Noprojectingsignshallprojectmorethanfourfeet(4')fromthefaceof

thebuildingwalluponwhichthesignismounted.Ifsuchsignprojects
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intothepublicright-of-way,thenanencroachmentpermitmustbe
obtainedfromtheDepartmentofPublicWorks.SeeFigure44-8.

2.Nosignmayprojectcloserthantwofeet(2')tothecurbline.
3.Nosignmayprojectoverapublicalley.

SIGN~lAYNOTEXCEEDMORETHAN1/3
TOTALSIGNHEIGHTPASTTOPOFROOFLINE

--------

H>8'H>15' PEDESTRIANCLEAI~ANCEVEHICULARCLEARANCE

5>25' -~-~-----------~-~~~~-~----------------
C>2' ----~~------~-~==~-=~~----~------~--~-~
0<4'

s

MINIMMCUB
ctEARACE

Figure44-8.Projectionandrequiredclearanceofaprojectingsign.

F.Design.Thefollowingdesignstandardsshallapplytoallprojectingsigns:
1.Individualchannellettersonabackgroundarepreferred.
2.Plastic-facedcabinetsignsareprohibitedforuseasprojectingsigns.

However,otherinternallyilluminatedsigntypes,suchasreverse-
channellettersigns,aresuitableforuseasprojectingsigns.

3.Projectingsignsshallbeconstructedofhigh-quality,durablematerials
andshallbeofapermanentnature.

G.Buildingpermitrequired.Nosignpermitshallbeissuedforaprojecting
signunlessabuildingpermitalsoisobtained.Thepurposeofthis
requirementistoprohibittemporary,flimsy,fragile,orotherprojectingsigns
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ofaless-than-permanentnaturethatwouldnotrequireabuildingpermitfor
attachmenttoabuilding.

H.SupportingDevice.Guywiresmaybeusedforlateralsupportwhenfully
withinthehorizontalplaneofthesign.Anyangleironorsecondarysupport,
otherthanguywires,mustbeenclosedinaformconstructedofimpermeable
materialsoasnottobevisible.

21.44.140Freestanding/monumentsigns.Anyself-supportingpermanenton-
premisessignthatisnotattachedtoabuildingiseitherafreestandingsign(seeSection
21.15.2580),oramonumentsign(seeSection21.15.2620).Table44-1setsforththe
zoningdistrictsinwhichfreestandingandmonumentsignsareallowed.Freestanding
andmonumentsignsarepermittedsubjecttothefollowingprovisions:

A.Number.
1.IndividualBusinessesorShoppingCenters.Anyindividual

businessorashoppingcentermaydisplayone
freestanding/monumentsignonaproperty.Foreachlengthofstreet
frontageinexcessofthreehundredfeet(300'),abusinessorgroupof
businessesmaydisplayoneadditionalfreestanding/monumentsignfor
eachadditionalthreehundredfeet(300'),orportionthereof,ofstreet
frontageabuttingthedevelopedportionofthepropertyoccupiedbythe
businesses.

2.AutomobileServiceStation.Inadditiontoothersigns,anautomobile
servicestationmaydisplayonefreestanding/monumentsignperstreet
frontageforthedisplayoffuelprices.

B.Area.Thepermittedareaoffreestanding/monumentsignsshallbeas
providedinTable44-2.Nosignshallbepermittedtoexceedthemaximum
areaindicated,regardlessofstreetfrontage.

C.Height.Themaximumpermittedheightofafreestanding/monumentsign
shallnotexceedthelimitssetforthinTable44-2.Theheightofa
freestanding/monumentsignismeasuredfromgradetothehighestpointof
thesign,exceptthattheheightofthefreeway-orientedfreestandingsigns,
wherethefreewayelevationisgreaterthanthebaseofthesign,maybe
measuredfromthegradeofthefreewaylanenearestthesignnotincluding
onandofframpstothehighestpointofthesign,asillustratedinFigure44-9.
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Figure44-9.Maximumheightsoffreestandingsigns.

D.Location.
1.Nofreestanding/monumentsignshallbelocatedinsuchamannerthat

itblocks,obscures,orobstructsexistingsigns,orsignablearea,on
anybuilding,includingbuildingsonabuttingproperty,norshallany
freestanding/monumentsignbelocatedinsuchamannerthatit
blocks,obscures,orobstructsanotherfreestanding/monumentsign,
includingoneonabuttingproperty.

2.Wheremorethanonefreestandingsignisusedforonebusinessor
groupofbusinesses,theminimumdistancebetweentwo(2)
freestandingsignsonthesamepropertyshallbeonehundredfeet
(100').

3.Nofreestanding/monumentsignshallbelocatedwithintherequired
cornercut-offareaofadriveway,alley,orstreet,asdefinedinSection
21.15.660andillustratedinFigure15-4.

4.Afreeway-orientedfreestandingsignmustbelocatedwithinone
thousandfivehundredfeet(1,500')oftheintersectionofthefreeway
off-rampwiththesurfacestreetprovidingaccesstothepremiseson
whichthesignislocated.

E.Projectionandoverhang.Nofreestandingsignshalloverhangtheproperty
lineadjoiningapublicright-of-wayunlessapprovalhasbeengrantedbythe
DepartmentofPublicWorks.Inanycase,nofreestandingsignshallproject
closerthantwofeet(2')tothecurbline.Neithershallanyfreestandingsign
shalloverhangthepropertylinebetweenparcels.

F.Design.Thefollowingdesignstandardsshallapplytoall
freestanding/monumentsigns:

1.Newplasticsignfacesonsigncabinetsforfreestanding/monument
signsareprohibited,exceptfor"push-through/through-the-face"types.
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Theportionofasigncabinetidentifyingindividualtenantsmayconsist
ofaninternally-illuminatedcabinetwithindividualplasticfaceplatesfor
eachtenant;however,thesefaceplatesshallbepush-through/through-
the-facetypeswheneverfeasible.Alltenantfaceplatesshallbeofa
harmonioustheme,withcomplementarylettering,design,andcolors.

2.Freestandingsignsshouldbearchitecturalinnature.Theslab-monolith
typeisencouraged,oralternatelyaslabwithanarchitecturalbase,
middle,andcapital;otherarchitecturaldesignscanbeacceptablealso.
Freestandingsignsmountedononeorseveralbarepolesare
prohibited.

3.Ifafreestandingsignisnotaslab-type,itssupportshallbeatleasthalf
thewidthofthesignportionandshallbeenclosedinaninteresting
architecturalelementthatcomplementsthesignstructureandadjacent
building(s).Uncoveredstructuralpolesareprohibited.

4.Individualchannellettersonabackground,reversechannelletters,or
push-through/through-the-facedesignsarepreferred,bothforthemain
signandtheidentificationoftenants.

5.Anyangleironorsecondarysupportshallbeenclosedinaform
constructedofimpermeablematerial,suchthattheangleironor
secondarysupportisnotvisible.

Table44-2
PlttdS'MAdMH.htfFtd'1MtS' errmeize,ax.rea,anax.ela0reesanmgonumenIgns
TypeofFreestanding/MonumentSignPermittedArea(a)MaximumAreaMaximumHeight
andOrientation

Freestandingsign

Freeway-oriented(0)3sq.ft.lL.F.frontage300sq.ft.40ft.

Non-freewayoriented2sq.ft.lL.F.frontage150sq.ft.25ft.

Monumentsign1sq.ft.lL.F.frontage100sq.ft.8ft.

Fuelpricesign(gasstationsonly)15sq.ft.(C)15sq.ft.(C)12ft.

(a)Squarefeetofsignareapermittedperlinearfootoffrontagealongtheabuttingstreet.
(b)SeelocationrequirementinSection21.44.140(0)(4)
(c)Inadditiontothepermittedfreestandingsign,apricesignisalsopermitted.

21.44.160Awning(ormarqueeorcanopy)signs.Awningandmarquee/canopysigns
arepermittedforeachbusinesslocatedonthegroundfloorandabuttingastreet,
parkinglotorpublicwalkwaywithinamall,excludingalleysandserviceways.Each
awningormarquee/canopymaydisplayonesignsubjecttothefollowingprovisions:

A.Area.Theareaofthesignmaynotexceedfortypercent(40%)ofthetotal
faceoftheawningormarquee/canopy,nottoexceedonehundred(100)
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squarefeet.Thefaceoftheawningshallbemeasuredasshownin
Figure44-10.

B.Projection.Thesignmaynotprojectcloserthantwofeet(2')tothecurbline.
Anyencroachmentoverpublicpropertyshallrequireapprovalfromthe
DepartmentofPublicWorks.

C.Limits.Marquee/canopysignsshallbecontainedentirelywithintheperimeter
ofthefasciaofthemarqueeorcanopy.

D.Slope.Thefaceofthemarquee,canopyorawningshallslopenotmorethan
sixtydegrees(60°)fromtheverticalplane.

E.Additionalunder-mountedsigns.Inadditiontoasurface-mounted
marquee/canopysign,asignwhichdisplaysthebusinessnameonlymaybe
mountedontheundersurfaceofthemarqueeorcanopy,provided:

1.Theareaofthesigndoesnotexceedeight(8)squarefeet;
2.Theclearancefromgradeiseightfeet(8')forpedestrianuseand

fifteenfeet(15')forvehicularuse;and
3.Thesignsaremountedperpendiculartothebuildingwall.

I
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Figure44-10.Maximumsizeandareameasurementofanawningsign.
21.44.170Buildingidentificationsigns(commercialandresidential).

A.CommercialBuildings.Commercialbuildingidentificationsignsintheform
ofawallsignoraprojectingsignmaybedisplayedonanybuildingthatis
composedofoneormorebusinessesandisatleastfour(4)storieshigh.

1.Number.Onebuildingidentificationsignispermittedperbuilding
face/wallandshallbecomprisedofthebusiness/buildingnameand/or
logo.Ifaprojectingsignisusedasthebuildingidentificationsign,no
otherprojectingsignshallbeallowedforthatbuildingface,andno
freestandingsignshallbeallowedonthesite.

2.Area.Commercialbuildingidentificationsignsshallnotexceedone
andone-half(1%)squarefeetofsignareapereverylinearfootof
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buildingwallandshallnotexceedamaximumofthreehundred(300)
squarefeet.

3.Placement.Nocommercialbuildingidentificationsignshallextend
beyondtheperimeterofthesignablewallareaonwhichitisplaced,
norshallitbedisplayedabovethepeakoftherooforthetopofthe
parapetofabuilding,orbelowthelowerone-third(1/3)ofabuildingon
whichitisplaced,unlessaCreativeSignPermitisapproved.

4.Projection.Themaximumprojectionshallbefourteeninches(14")
fromthefaceofthewall.Anybuildingidentificationsignprojectingover
theright-of-wayshallrequireapprovalfromtheDirectorofPublic
Works.

B.MultifamilyResidentialBuildingIdentification.Multifamilybuilding
identificationsignsarepermittedintheformofawallsign,amonumentsign,
anawningoramarquee/canopysign,oraprojectingsign,subjecttothe
followingrestrictions:

1.Number.Onesignispermittedforeachstreetthebuildingabuts.
2.DesignStandards.Themannerinwhichbuildingidentificationsigns

maybedisplayedshalldeterminethedesignstandards.
a.WallSign.Theidentificationsignshallcomplywithall

applicablewallsignprovisionsofthisChapter,exceptthatthe
totalareashallnotexceedtwentypercent(20%)ofthesignable
area,normorethanfivepercent(5%)ofthebuildingface.

b.MonumentSign.Thebuildingidentificationsignshallcomply
withallapplicablemonumentsignprovisionsofthisChapter,
exceptthatthemaximumareashallnotexceedtwenty-seven
(27)squarefeetandthemaximumheightabovegradeshallnot
exceedfourfeet(4')abovegrade.

c.AwningorMarquee/CanopySign.Theidentificationsignshall
complywithallapplicableawningormarquee/canopysign
provisionsofthisChapter.

d.ProjectingSign.Theidentificationsignshallcomplywithall
applicableprojectingsignprovisionsofthisChapter,exceptthat
themaximumareashallnotexceedtwenty-seven(27)square
feet.
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Division11-SpecialMajorSigns

21.44.200-DevelopmentStandards-Specialmajorsigns.Wallpaintedsigns,roof
signs,changeablecopysigns,residentialneighborhoodandcommercialdistrict
identificationsigns,andhistoricsignsshallallbeconsideredspecialmajorsigns.These
signtypesoccurlessfrequentlythroughouttheCityandrequirespecificregulationto
ensurecompatibledesignwithsurroundingarchitecture,signs,andlanduses,toensure
thattheCity'saestheticgoalsareachieved.

21.44.210-Wall-paintedsigns.Awall-paintedsignisintendedtotaketheplaceofa
wallsign,andispainteddirectlyontothebuildingwall.Wall-paintedsignsfillan
importantnicheinthesigntypesthisChaptermakesavailabletothepublic-theycan
beestablishedwithnobuildingpermitorstructuralreviewrequired,atconsiderablyless
costthanapermanentwallsign.Thisisadvantageoustosmallbusinessesjuststarting
out,andothersinsimilarsituations.Wallpaintedsignsalsohavethepotentialtomake
asignificantcharacter-enhancingcontributiontotheirimmediatesurroundingsand
neighborhood,becomingsomethingofalandmarkifwellexecuted.Forthesereasons,
wall-paintedsignsarepreferredoverfoamletterwallsignsinthegamutoflow-costsign
types.

A.Number,height,locationandcopy.Standardsforthenumber,height,
location,andcopyofwall-paintedsignsshallbethesameasforwallsigns,
asspecifiedinthisChapter.

B.Area.Inordertoencouragetheselectionofawall-paintedsignoverfoam
lettersorotherlow-costsigntypes,theallowableareaisincreasedsuchthat
wall-paintedsignsshallnotexceedoneandone-half(1%)squarefeetofsign
areapereverylinearfootofbuildingwallandshallnotexceedamaximumof
onehundred(100)squarefeetonanysignfacingaresidential,localor
collectorstreet,andnotmorethantwohundredfifty(250)squarefeetforany
signfacingamajororminorarterial.

C.Review.Inordertoassureaqualitydesignforeachwall-paintedsign,the
wall-paintedsignapplicationshallbereviewedbytheSitePlanReview
Committee,orasub-committeedesignatedbytheSPRCommitteeforthis
purpose,withinthreeweeksoffiling,atnofeetotheapplicant.TheSPR
Committeeshalleitherapprovetheapplication,ordirecttheapplicanttoalter
theplansinawaythatwouldallowtheCommitteetoapprovetheapplication.

21.44.220-Roofsigns.RoofsignsshallbepermittedthroughtheCreativeSignPermit
processonly.Theareastandardsforprojectingsignsshallapplytoroofsigns.The
buildingheightlimitsestablishedforthezoningdistrictsshallnotapplytoroofsigns.
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21.44.230-Changeablecopysigns.Changeablecopysignsshallbeallowedsubject
tothefollowing:

A.Userslimited.Changeablecopysignsarelimitedtothefollowingusers:
churches,florists,publicschools,publiccollegesanduniversities,movie
theaters,andgasolinepricesignsforgasstations.Exceptionstothisrule
shallrequireaStandardsVarianceasdescribedinDivisionIIIofChapter
21.25-SpecificProcedures.

B.Size.Changeablecopydisplaysmaybeinstalledonfreestanding,monument,
andwallsigns.Theareaofthechangeablecopydisplayshallbecounted
towardtheallowablesignareaforthetypeofsignuponwhichthechangeable
copyisinstalled.

21.44.240-Residentialneighborhoodandcommercialdistrictidentification
signs.TheCityrecognizesthedesireforuniquecommunitieswithinitsboundaries,
bothresidentialandcommercial,topositivelyidentifythemselvesandtheirgeographic
boundaries.Tothisend,thefollowingguidelinesareestablishedtocontrolthedesign,
content,andlocationofsuchidentificationsignsonbothprivateandpublicproperty.In
additiontothesestandards,theprovisionsofSection21.44.900.A.6(Signsonpublic
property)alsoshallapplytoanysuchsignlocatedonpublicproperty.Street-name-style
NeighborhoodMarkerSignsmountedonstreetlightsortrafficsignalpolesarenot
regulatedbythisChapter,andareadministeredbytheDepartmentofPublicWorks.

A.TypeofSign.Limitedtomonumentsignsforresidentialneighborhood
identification.Monumentorfreestandingsignsareallowedforcommercial
districtidentification.

B.NumberofSigns.Eachresidentialneighborhoodorcommercialdistrictshall
displaynomorethanone(1)signoneachside,orcorner,orboundaryofthe
neighborhoodordistrict.Incasesofirregularly-shapedorunclearboundaries,
theZoningAdministratorshallbeauthorizedtodetermineifagivenproposal
conformstothisregulation.

C.MaximumHeight,Width,andArea.Themaximumheight,width,andarea
allowedforresidentialneighborhoodandcommercialdistrictidentification
signsshallbeasprovidedinTable44-3.
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Table44-3
Height,Width,andAreaDevelopmentStandardsforResidentialNeighborhood
andComID·t.tIdtifltl5· merciaISncenIrcaIonIgns

MaximumHeightMaximumWidthMaximumArea
Typeofsign

(ft.)(ft.)(Sq.ft.)

Monument4936

Freestanding15432

D.Thickness.Minimumofthreeinches(3")toamaximumofonefoot(1').
E.Materials.Wood,stone,concrete,stucco,ormetaloracombinationofthese

materials.
F.Lettering.Individualletterscarvedfromdisplayorboltedontodisplay.Fragile

orglued-onletteringisprohibited.
G.Lighting.Exteriorlightsourcesorinternalilluminationareallowed.External

lightsshallbeaimedandshieldedtopreventanylighttrespassintothe
adjacentroadwayoradjacentproperties.

H.Prohibited.Cabinetsignsareprohibitedasresidentialneighborhoodand
commercialdistrictidentificationsigns,aswellasanyplasticorfabricpanels
orfascia.

I.Identification.Eachsignmustindicatethattherespectiveneighborhoodor
commercialdistrictispartoftheCityofLongBeach,usingthename"Cityof
LongBeach"inatleastthree-inch(3")-tallletters.Thepurposeofthis
regulationistoavoidgivingtheimpressionthatanareaisaseparatecityor
otherwisenotamemberoftheCityasawhole.

J.SitePlanReviewrequired.Priortotheissuanceofasignpermit(andprior
toissuanceofaright-of-waypermitbytheDepartmentofPublicWorksinthe
caseofasignlocatedonpublicproperty),anidentificationsignfora
residentialneighborhoodorcommercialdistrictshallbesubjecttoreviewby
theSitePlanReviewCommittee.AfeeequivalenttothefeeforaCreative
SignPermit,asspecifiedinafeeresolutiontobeadoptedbytheCityCouncil,
shallberequired.

K.Waiverofstandards.TheSitePlanReviewCommitteemay,atitsdiscretion,
waivethefollowingdevelopmentstandards:typeofsign,numberofsigns,
height,length,thickness,materials,andlettering.TheSitePlanReview
Committeeshallapprovesuchwaiversonlyifthefindingsrequiredfora
CreativeSignPermitaremade,andthewaiverwillachievethespecified
purposeofaCreativeSignPermit.However,prohibitedsigntypesand
materialsshallnotbeapprovedthroughawaiver.
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21.44.250-Historicsigns.AnysigndesignatedbyCityordinanceasaHistoric
Landmark,orgrantedhistoricdesignationbytheCaliforniaStateHistoricPreservation
Office,ortheUnitedStatesSecretaryoftheInterior,oranysignthatisahistoric
elementofsuchadesignatedbuildingorsite,shallbeconsideredahistoricsign.
HistoricsignsshallbeexemptfromtherequirementsofthisChapterastoheight,
illumination,location,movement,signarea,andmaterials,andmaybemaintainedas
legallyconformingsignssubjecttothefollowingconditions.

A.Allpartsoftheexemptedhistoricsignincludingneontubes,incandescent
lightsandshields,andsignfacesshallbemaintainedinafunctioning
conditionashistoricallyintendedforthesigntothegreatestdegreepossible.

B.Partsofhistoricsignsoriginallydesignedtoflashormovemaybeallowedto
continuetoflashormove.Thereshallbenoalterationstothehistoricpattern,
speed,ordirectionofflashingormovingelements.

C.Thewordingorimageofahistoricsignmaybealteredonlyifthealterations
donotsubstantiallychangethehistoricdimensions,height,scale,style,
character,ortypeofmaterialsofthehistoricsign.

D.Failuretomaintainahistoricsignasrequiredaboveshallbegroundsfor
disallowinganexemptionfromtherequirementsofthisChapter.TheCultural
HeritageCommissionshallbeauthorizedtomakeadeterminationof
revocationofexemption.Thesignshallthereafterbebroughtintocompliance
withtherequirementsofthisChaptertothesatisfactionoftheDirectorof
DevelopmentServices.

E.Fullreconstructionormajoralterationofahistoricsignshallrequireapproval
oftheSitePlanReviewCommittee,andtheCulturalHeritageCommissionin
thecaseofaCity-designatedHistoricLandmark.
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Division111-MinorSigns

21.44.300-Developmentstandards-Minorsigns.Menuboards,on-sitedirectional
signs,andtrafficdirectionalsignsshallbeconsideredminorsignssubjecttothe
developmentstandardsoutlinedinthisDivision.

21.44.310-Menuboards.Menuboardsarepermittedfordrive-throughfastfood
restaurantssubjecttothefollowingrestrictions:

A.Number.Inadditiontootherpermittedsigns,two(2)freestandingmenu
boardsandone(1)wallsignarepermittedforeachautomobileservice
window.

B.Area.Menuboardsshallnotcontainmorethanforty(40)squarefeetinarea.
C.Height.Menuboardsshallnotexceedsevenfeet(7')inheightabovegrade.
D.Copy.Menuboardsshallcontainonlythebusinessname,andinformation

relatedtothefooditemsandprices.Themaximumlettersizeshallbethree
inches(3").

E.Orientationandlocation.Eachsignshallbeorientedtocustomersonthe
site,andnottowardtheadjacentright-of-way.Thepurposeofthesesignsis
toprovideinformationtocustomersalreadyonsite,andnotpassers-by.
Signsshallnotbelocatedwithintherequiredcornercutoffareasatdriveway
ordrive-throughentrances/exits.

21.44.320-On-sitedirectionalsigns.On-sitedirectionalsignsarepermittedat
businessandinstitutionalsites,forthepurposeofdirectingpersonstodestinations
withinthesite,subjecttothefollowingrestrictions.Theyareintendedprimarilyforland
useswithlargerparkinglots,and/ordrive-thrulanes.

A.Number.Inadditiontootherpermittedsigns,abusinessorsitemaydisplay
uptofour(4)on-sitedirectionalsignsbyright.Ifabusinessorsitewishesto
displayfive(5)ormoreon-sitedirectionalsigns,aSignProgramshallbe
required.

B.Area.On-sitedirectionalsignsshallnotbemorethansixteen(16)squarefeet
inarea.

C.Height.On-sitedirectionalsignsshallnotexceedfourfeet(4')inheight
abovegrade.

D.Copy.On-sitedirectionalsignsshallcontainonlywordssuchas"Drive-
through"(or"Drive-thru")"Enter""Exit""ThisWay"and"DoNotEnter"as ,",,
wellasthebusinessnameand/orlogo.Themaximumlettersizeshallbe
threeinches(3").

E.Orientation.On-sitedirectionalsignsshallbeorientedtowardon-sitetraffic,
andnottowardtheadjacentright-of-way.Thepurposeofthesesignsisto
providedirectiontotrafficalreadyonsite,andnottotrafficontheadjacent
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right-of-way.Signsshallnotbelocatedwithintherequiredcornercutoffareas
atdrivewayordrive-throughentrances/exits.

21.44.330-Trafficdirectionalsigns.Trafficdirectionalsigns,eitherwallor
freestanding,maybedisplayedasnecessaryforalllandusestoensurethesafeand
orderlyflowofautomobiletrafficonprivateproperty.

A.Copy.Trafficdirectionalsignsarelimitedtonon-commercialmessagesfor
thepurposesofdirectingsafeflowofautomobiletraffic.Atrafficdirectional
signshallnotprovidedirectionstoaparticularbusiness,location,orevent.
Trafficdirectionalsignsshallbelimitedtostopsigns,one-waysigns,donot
entersigns,speedlimitsigns,left/rightturnonlysigns,noleft/rightturnsigns,
andothertrafficsignsoflikepurpose.

B.AreaandSize.Eachsignshallhaveamaximumareaofsix(6)squarefeet,
andamaximumheightofsevenfeet(7'),unlesswaivedbytheZoning
AdministratorupontherecommendationoftheCityTrafficEngineer.

C.InterferencewithOfficialTrafficControlDevices.Notrafficdirectionalsign
shallinterferewithanyofficialpublictrafficcontroldevice.Anytraffic
directionalsignthatisfoundtodososhallberemovedorremediedbythe
propertyowneruponorderbytheCityTrafficEngineer.

D.ConformancewithTrafficControlDeviceStandards.Alltrafficdirectional
signsshallbeinconformancewiththenational,state,andlocalstandardsfor
trafficcontroldevicesineffectintheCityofLongBeachtothesatisfactionof
theCityTrafficEngineer.
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DivisionIV-TemporarySigns

21.44.400-Temporarysigns.Certainclassesofsignsmaybeerectedastemporary
signssubjecttothefollowingregulations.

21.44.410-Promotionalactivitysigns(banners).Promotionalactivitysigns,as
definedinSection21.15.2720ofthisTitle,arepermitted,subjecttothefollowing:

A.Area.Apromotionalactivitysign(banner)shallnotexceedone(1)square
footofbannerareaforeachlinearfootofbuildingstreetfrontageandshall
notexceedonehundred(100)squarefeet,whicheverisless.

B.Number.Onlyone(1)promotionalactivitysignshallbeallowedperstreet
frontage,orperbusinessinthecaseofacommercialbuildingwithmultiple
businesstenants.

C.Aspectratio.Apromotionalactivitysignshallnothaveanaspectratio
exceeding3.0(3unitslengthper1unitheight).

D.Location.Promotionalactivitysignsshallbeplacedonabuildingwallonly.It
shallbeprohibitedtoplaceapromotionalactivitysignonafence,supported
frompolesortrees,betweenbuildingsorwalls,uponanexistingsigncabinet
orstructure(whetherinuseornot),onabuildingrooforextendingabovethe
parapetwall,oruponanotherstructure.Promotionalactivitysignsshallnotbe
placedoverhangingorobscuringwindows.

E.TimeLimit.Thefollowingtimelimitsshallapplytopromotionalactivitysigns:
1.Apromotionalactivitysignpermitshallbevalidforonlyninety(90)

daysandshallnotberenewableinthesamecalendaryear.
2.Theallowedtimeperiodshallbemeasuredincalendardays.The90-

dayperiodmaybebrokenintotwo(2)45-dayperiodsorthree(3)30-
dayperiods,providedthatthesignisremovedattheendofeach
period.

3.Ifthe90daysincludesDecember31andJanuary1,thepermitshall
beproratedoradjustedaccordingly,suchthatpermitsarenotissued
forasiteformorethan90daysinagivencalendaryear,including
priorpromotionalactivitysignpermitshavingaportionofthe90days
periodinthesameyear.

F.Legalizationofpromotionalactivitysigns(banners)withoutpermits.
Anypromotionalactivitysignplacedwithoutavalidpermitshallbesubjectto
thefollowing:

1.Ifapermitistobeissued,theapplicantshallpaydoublefees;
2.Theduration(indays)thatthesignwasinplacewithoutapermitshall

besubtractedfromthe90daysallowedforapromotionalactivitysignif
itistobelegalizedthroughapermit;
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3.Ifthesignwasinplacefor90daysormorewithoutapermit,thesign
shallberemovedandnopermitshallbeissuedforthesubjectlocation
inthatcalendaryear;and

4.Ifthedurationthatthesignwasinplacewithoutapermitisnotknown
orisnotdivulgedbytheapplicant,thesignshallbeassumedtohave
beeninplacefor90days,andthesignshallberemoved,andno
promotionalactivitysignpermitshallbeissuedforthesubjectlocation
inthatcalendaryear.

G.Exceptions.
1.Realestatesignsandbanners.Realestatesignsandbannersare

considered"permitexempt"signsandaresubjecttotherestrictions
specifiedinTable44-4.

2.Grandopeningsigns.One(1)promotionalactivitysignforagrand
openingeventshallbeallowedforaperiodofninety(90)daysina
calendaryear,inadditiontooneotherpromotionalactivitysigninthe
samecalendaryear.

3.Automobilesalesbusinesses/dealerships.Vehiclesales
businessesmaybeexemptedfromthelimitationsofthisSectionon
promotionalactivitysignsthroughtheCreativeSignPermitprocess;
exceptthatallpennants,streamers,andinflatable,air-blown,balloon-
typeandallotherprohibitedsignsordecorationsshallbeprohibited
regardless.

4.Non-commercialpromotionalactivitysigns.Non-commercial
promotionalactivitysignsareconsideredpermitexemptsignsandare
subjecttotherestrictionsspecifiedinTable44-4.

H.StreetBanners.Streetbannersandbannershungacrossapublicstreetare
subjecttoapprovalbytheCityManagerasprovidedinSection18.04.010of
theMunicipalCode,andarenotregulatedbythisChapter.

I.Maintenance.Promotionalsignsshallnotbeinaconditionofdisrepair.
Disrepairshallincludetorn,faded,sagging,ordirtysigns,andsignswitha
messagethatisoutdatedornolongerrelevant.Signsindisrepairshallbe
removed,ormayberestoredorrepairedifstillwithinthepermitted90-day
period.

21.44.420-Politicalsigns.Politicalcampaignsignsarenotregulatedasaseparate
classofsigns.

21.44.430-Subdivisionsigns.Subdivisionsignsadvertisingtheinitialsaleorleaseof
residentialunitswithinasinglecontiguousgroupingcomprisedoffifteen(15)ormore
dwellingunits,orfifteen(15)ormorelots,arepermitted,subjecttothefollowing
regulations:
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A.DisplayPeriod.Asubdivisionsignmaybedisplayedduringtheperiodof
constructionandforaperiodnottoexceedsix(6)monthsfromthedate
whicheightypercent(80%)oftheunitshavereceivedcertificateof
occupancy,oruntilalloftheunitsorlotshavebeensoldorleased,whichever
occursfirst.

B.PermittedSignTypes.Onlynon-illuminated,freestandingsignsare
permitted.

C.Number.Onesignisallowed,plusoneadditionalsignforeachfifty(50)
dwellingunitsorlotsinthesubdivision,oroneplusoneforeachfive(5)acres
inthesubdivision,whicheverisless.

D.SignAreaandHeight.Thesizeofasubdivisionsignshallnotexceedtwo
hundred(200)squarefeet,andtheheightshallnotexceedfifteenfeet(15'),
measuredfromgradetothehighestpointofsigns.
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DivisionV-PermitExemptSigns

21.44.500-Permitexemptsigns.TheclassesofsignssetforthinthisSectionare
exemptfromtheapplication,permitandfeerequirementsforon-premisessigns,
providedtheexemptsignconformstoTable44-4-ExemptSigns.ThisSectionshallnot
exemptsuchsignsfromotherprovisionsoftheMunicipalCode,includingbutnotlimited
tothosethatmayrequirebuildingorelectricalpermits.

Table44-4
PermitExemptSigns
ClassofSignMaximumSizeMaximumOtherConditions

Number
1.Buildingdirectory18sq.ft.1perparkinglot-Ifchangeablecopyused,mustbe
signidentifyingentryandbuildingglassencased
buildingoccupantsentry-Mustbevisiblefromsidewalkor

parkinglot

2.InteriorsignsAreaofsignmustbe3perwindow-Mustbelocatedbetween1footto6
lessthan25%oftotalfeettotheinteriorofanywindowfrom
areaofwindowwhichsignisvisible
throughwhichitis-Signmaynotflash,rotateorexhibit
exhibitedanyotherprohibitedcharacteristics

3.PublicserviceandTotalareaofallsigns1perservice,None
accessorysignsvisiblefromanyoneaccessory,orcon-
identifyingpublicstreetshallnotexceedvenienceperstreet
conveniences10sq.ft.frontage
(e.g.,restrooms,
telephones,hours
ofoperation,
vacancies)

4.Theaterouter20sq.ft.perposter2postersperMustbeglassencased
lobbypostersmoviescreen,per
advertisingcurrentstreetfrontage
orcomingattrac-
tions

5.WindowsignsTotalofallsignsdis-1signper3linear-Eachwindowshallbecalculated
playedinanyonewin-feetofwindowseparately.
dowmaynotcover-Mustbeplacedinsuchamannerso
morethan10%oftotalastonotobstructvisibilityinto
windowareabusiness.

6.Anyothernon-Lessthan3sq.ft.1signper10linearNosignshallbeplacedinthepublic
prohibitedsign,iffeetofbuildingright-of-wayoronvacantproperty.
lessthan3sq.ft.frontagefacing

street(s)
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ClassofSignMaximumSizeMaximumOtherConditions
Number

7.ConstructionsignHeight-15ft.1perstreetabut--Mustberemovedwithin15daysof
identifyingfirmsArea-16sq.ft.tingconstructioncompletionofconstruction
involvedinsite-Noilluminationpermitted
constructionsite,
futuretenants,or
announcing
development

8.FlagsLength-9ft.3flags-Flagpoleheightshallbelimitedto
Width-6ft.theestablishedbuildingheightfor

eachrespectivezoningdistrict.
-Flagsignsareprohibited,asdefined
inSection21.15.2510.
-Decorativeflagsareprohibited;see
Section21.44.600.

9.GaragesalesignsHeight-4ft.1pergaragesaleNosignshallbeplacedonpublic
Area-6sq.ft.onsamepremisesproperty.

10.OpenhouseHeight-4ft.1per300feetof-Maybeusedontemporarybasis
signsorArea-6sq.ft.streetfrontageonlywhenhouseisopenfor
flags/bannersinspectionwithoutanappointment

-Maynotbeplacedonpublic
property

11.RealestatesignsHeight-8ft.1per300feetof-Typeslimitedtonon-illuminatedwall,
(on-premises)Area-streetfrontagewindow,orfreestandingsigns
advertisingsale,a)Non-residential-Nosignsmaybeplacedonpublic
rentalorleaseofuse-16sq.ft.property
propertyb)Residentialuse-6-Signsmaybedisplayedonlyduring

sq.ft.forfirsttheperiodthepremisesisheldfor
dwellingunitplus1sale,rentalorlease,andfornotmore
sq.ft.foreachthan15daysthereafter
additionalunitupto-Signsmustbemaintainedingood
16sq.ft.maximumcondition.

12.RealestateHeight-same1bannerinaddi--Bannersmustbeplacedona
bannerslimitationsaswalltionto1otherrealbuildingwallandmaynotbemounted

signsestatesignper300onpoles,fences,abovetheroof
Area-16sq.ft.,or6feetofstreetdeck/roofline,etc.
sq.ft.plus1sq.ft.forfrontage-Bannersmaybedisplayedonly
eachadditionalunit,duringtheperiodthepremisesisheld
whicheverislessforsale,rentalorlease,andfornot
AspectRatio-morethan15daysthereafter
maximumaspectratio-Bannersmustbemaintainedingood
of3.0(3unitslengthtocondition,withcurrentinformation,
1unitheight)andmustbereplacedwhenwornor

dilapidated.

13.Single-familyNottoexceed2sq.ft.1perresidenceNone
residentialsign
identifyingresident

14.Warningsigns3sq.ft.perwarningAsnecessaryperNone
(e.g.,"Danger,"warning
"NoDumping")
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ClassofSignMaximumSizeMaximumOtherConditions
Number

15.StreetaddressNomaximumifsign1peraddressperMinimumletterheightof4inches
signscontainsaddressonlystreetfrontage

16.Signspaintedon~widthofdriveaisleAsnecessaryMustcontainparkingordirectional
parkinglotsurfaceinformationonlyandnocommercial

message

17.Non-commercial16sq.ftpersign;notNolimitontheSignsshallnotinterferewithorbe
promotionaltoexceedamaximumnumberofsignsdesignedinsuchamannerthatthey
activitysignstotalareaof80sq.ft.providedthewillbeconfusedwithatrafficcontrol

forallsuchsignsonamaximumareaofsignalorsign,orobstructthevisionof
lotorparcelwhether80sq.ft.foreachtraffic.Theyshallnotbeplacedon
suchlotiszonedlotorparcelisnotanypublicpropertyorrightofwayor
commercial,residentialexceeded.postedonanyutilitypoleordevice.
orindustrial.Signsshallberemovedfroma

premisenolaterthan5daysfollowing
theconclusionoftheactivityorevent
promotedbysuchsign.

Abbreviations:sq.ft.=squarefeetft.=feet
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DivisionVI-ProhibitedSigns

21.44.600-Prohibitedsigns.Thefollowingsignsshallbeprohibited:
A.UnlawfulSignProjections.Nosignshallprojectintoanadjoiningprivate

propertyunderseparateownership,orintoapublicright-of-wayorintoan
establishedsetbackunlessanencroachmentpermithasbeenissuedbythe
CityEngineer.

B.FlashingSigns.Nosignshallflash,shimmerorglitter,norgivethe
appearanceofflashing,shimmeringorglittering.

C.MovingorRotatingSigns.Nosignshallrotate,oscillateorotherwisemove,
norgivetheappearanceofrotating,oscillatingormoving.

D.Sound,Odor,ParticulateMatter.Nosignshallemitaudiblesound,odoror
particulatematter.

E.UnlawfulIllumination.
1.Nosignilluminationsystemshallcontainoruseanybeacon,spot,or

stroboscopiclight,orreflectorwhichisvisiblefromanypublicright-of-
wayoradjacentproperty.

2.Generally,illuminatedsignsshallnotbeallowedtochangecoloror
lightintensity.Theexceptionbeingneon,fiberoptic,orlight-emitting
diode(LED)lightsources,whicharepermittedtograduallychange
color.Lightintensityshallnotbeallowedtochange.

3.Nofloodlightshallbeusedwhichisnothoodedorshieldedsothatthe
lightsourceisnotvisiblefromanypublicright-of-way,adjacent
property,orresidentialdwellingunit.

F.PortableSigns.Portablesignsareprohibited,exceptthataportablesign
maybedisplayedtoindicateatemporarilyclosedvehicularentranceorexit
forpurposesofpublicsafetyorconvenience.

G.StreetFurniture.Signsshallnotbeplacedonstreetfurniture,asdefinedin
thisTitle.

H.VehicleSigns.Signsidentifyingabusinessshallnotbeaffixedtoorplaced
inoronvehiclesparkedinthepublicright-of-wayoronprivatepropertyina
mannersuchthatthevehiclefunctionsasasignforthebusiness.This
regulationshallnotapplytobusesandtaxicabslegallyoperatingwithinthe
Citylimits,ortootherpermittedusesregulatedunderotherTitlesofthe
MunicipalCode.However,mobilebillboardsareprohibitedinChapter21.54
(Billboards).

I.ObstructionofUseorVisibility.Nosignshallbelocatedsothatanyportion
ofthesignoritssupportsinterfereswiththefreeuseofanyfireescapeorexit
orobstructsanyrequiredfirestandpipe,stairway,door,ventilatororwindow;
norshallanysignbelocatedsoastoobstructthevisibility(cornercut-off
areas)ofvehiclesorpedestriansusingdrivewaysordoorways.
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J.InterferencewithUtilityLines.Nosignshallbelocatedwhichhasless
horizontalorverticalclearancefromutilitylinesthanthatprescribedbythe
rulesofthePublicUtilitiesCommissionoftheState.

K.InterferencewithOfficialTrafficControlDevices.Nosignshallappearin
color,wording,design,locationorilluminationtoresembleorconflictwithany
trafficcontroldevice.

L.InflatableandAir-BlownSigns.Anysignsordecorationsthatareinflatable,
suchasballoonsofanysizeorshape,andanysignsthatareair-blownor
inflatedoranimatedbytheinternalflowofair,suchassignsthatappearto
haveawavingbodyandappendages,areprohibited.

M.FlagSigns.Flagsigns(asdefinedinSection21.15.2510)areprohibited.
Thisincludesanytypeofflagthatfunctionsasasign,whetheraffixedtoa
buildingornot,includingbutnotlimitedtothosemountedoncurvedor
flexibleswivelmastsandcommonlyreferredtoas"sails,""feathers,"or"bow
banners."

N.Decorativeflags.Flagswithnointrinsicmeaning(usually,butnotlimitedto,
simpleflagsofoneorseveralcolors,withorwithoutadesignmotif),which
areintendedonlytodrawattentiontoabuildingorlocation,areprohibited.
However,nothinginthisSubsectionshallbeconstruedtoprohibitanyflag
thatconstitutesaprotectedformofexpressionandisincompliancewithall
otherapplicableprovisionsoftheMunicipalCode.

O.Streamers,pennants,balloons,andthelike.Alltypesofsignsandexterior
decorationsthatcanbeconsideredsteamers,pennants,balloons,andthe
likeshallbeprohibited.

P.Projectedlightsigns.Anysigncreatedbyprojectinglightontoasurfaceis
prohibited.

Q.AnysignnotexemptedorpermittedbythisChaptershallbeprohibited.
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DivisionVII-Nonconforming,AbandonedandIllegalSignsandOtherProvisions

21.44.710-Nonconformingsigns.ItistheintentofthisSectiontorecognizethatthe
eventualeliminationofexistingon-premisessignsthatdonotconformtothisChapteris
asimportanttoCitywideaestheticandhealth,safetyandwelfareasistheprohibitionof
newsignsthatwouldviolatetheprovisionsofthisChapter.Itisalsorecognizedthat
nonconformingsignsshouldbeeliminatedasexpeditiouslyandfairlyaspossibleina
mannerthatavoidsanyunreasonableinvasionofestablishedpropertyrights.

A.ContinuationofUse.Anonconformingon-premisessignmaybecontinued
inoperationandmaintainedaftertheeffectivedateoftheordinancecodified
inthisTitle,providedthatnonconformingsignsshallnotbe:
1.Changedtoanothernonconformingsign;or
2.Structurallyalteredsoastoextendtheusefullifeofthesign;or
3.Expanded;or
4.Reestablishedafterdamageordestructionofmorethanfiftypercent
(50%)ofthesignvalueatthetimeofsuchdamageordestruction.

Thecopyonnon-conformingsignsmaybechangedwithoutaffectingtheir
nonconformingstatus,providedthecontentofthenewcopyisconsistentwith
theprovisionsofthiscode,andabuildingpermitisnotrequiredtochangethe
copy.

B.Amortization.
1.Permanentnonconformingsignsshallberemovedorbroughtinto
compliancewiththeprovisionsofthisChapterunderthefollowing
circumstances:
a.Wheneverthebusiness,building,orotherestablishmentfor
whichthesignwasemplacedisvacated,or

b.Wheneverthereisachangeinthebusinesslicenseforthe
ownerorlesseeofapropertyonwhichthereisanonconforming
sign(s),thenonconformingsign(s)shallberemovedorbrought
intocompliancewiththeprovisionsofthisChapterpriortothe
effectivedateofthenewowner'sorlessee'sbusinesslicense,
or

c.Uponapprovalofabuildingorelectricalpermittomodifya
nonconformingsignforthepurposeofexpandingthesign,or
structurallyalteringittoextenditsusefullife,ortoreestablish
thesignafterdamageordestructionofmorethanfiftypercent
(50%)ofthesignvalueatthetimeofdamageordestruction,the
nonconformingsignshallbebroughtintocompliancewiththe
provisionsofthisChapter.
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2.Nonconformingwall-paintedsignsshallbepaintedout,orbroughtinto
compliancewiththeprovisionsofthisChapterwhenthereisachange
inbusinessownershiporlesseeoftheproperty.

3.Cabinetsignswithtranslucentplasticfacesshallbesubjecttothe
requirementtoutilizeapush-through-typeofsignface,asspecifiedin
Section21.44.120(F)(3),uponreplacementofthesignfaceorcopy,or
whenthecircumstancesspecifiedinSection21.44.710(B)(1)aremet.

4.Historicsignsshallbeexemptfromamortization,asprovidedin
Section21.44.250.

21.44.720-Abandonedsigns.Allabandonedsigns,as"abandonedsign"isdefinedin
Section21.15.2520,shallberemovedimmediately.

21.44.730-Illegalsigns.Allillegalsignshavenovestedrightsandshallberemoved
ormadetoconformtotheprovisionsofthisChapterimmediately.

21.44.740-Administrativeremovalofsigns.SignsmayberemovedbytheCityin
accordancewiththefollowingprocedures:

A.IllegalorDilapidatedSigns.IftheDirectorofDevelopmentServices,orhis
orherdesignee,findsthatasignisinviolationofthisChapter,orisin
disrepair,defaced,deteriorated(includingpeelingpaint),prohibited,
abandoned,illegal,orisinviolationoftheBuildingCodeoranyotherlaws
andordinances,heshallseekcorrectionoftheviolationsasprovidedforin
theMunicipalCode,includingtheAdministrativeCitationprocess.The
DirectorofDevelopmentServicesshallinformthesignownerbyawritten
noticeifthesignistoberemoved.

B.SafetyHazardorOnPublicRight-Of-Way.TheCityEngineer,orhis
designee,withoutgivingnotice,shallhavetheauthoritytoauthorizeremoval
ofanysignwhich:

1.Posesanimmediatethreattopublicsafety;or
2.IsdisplayedinviolationoftheprovisionsofthisChapterorotherCity

ordinancesonoroveranypublicright-of-wayorpublicproperty.
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DivisionVIII-ElectronicMessageCenterSigns

21.44.800-Electronicmessagecentersigns.Electronicmessagecentersigns
(abbreviatedEMCS)arepermittedsubjecttothefollowingstandards.Anyexceptionto
thesestandardsshallrequireapplicationforaStandardsVarianceundertheprovisions
ofChapter21.25(SpecificProcedures).

21.44.810-ConditionalUsePermitrequired.TheCityrecognizesthatanelectronic
messagecentersign,ifnotcarefullyregulatedanddesigned,hasthepotentialtocause
significantadverseeffectsuponitssurroundingvisualenvironment,andtonegatively
impacttheperceptionoftheenvironmentandconditionofitsneighborhood.Therefore,
toensurethataprocessforadequatereviewisprovidedforthesesigns,eachEMCS
shallrequireanapplicationforaConditionalUsePermitundertheprovisionsofChapter
21.25(SpecificProcedures),andadditionallyshallbesubjecttothefindingsspecifiedin
Section21.52.229-ElectronicMessageCenterSigns(ConditionalUses).Additionally,
toensureahigh-qualitydesign,priortoapublichearingontheConditionalUsePermit
theSitePlanReviewCommitteeshallbeauthorizedtoreviewthedesignofthe
proposedEMCSundertheprovisionsofChapter21.25(SpecificProcedures).

21.44.820-Siterequirementsforelectronicmessagecentersigns.Electronic
messagecentersignsaresubjecttothefollowingsiterestrictions:

A.LotorBuildingMinimumSize.Electronicmessagecentersignsareallowed
onlyatabusinessorshoppingcenterorinstitutionalusethatislocatedupon
five(5)ormoreacresofland.Thefive(5)ormoreacresmustconsistofone
(1)contiguousgroupofparcelsorlots,andmustbeheldbyone(1)owner.
Alternately,anEMCSmaybepermittedforasinglebuildingconsistingofone
hundredfiftythousand(150,000)squarefeetormoreingrossfloorarea.
Suchbuildingmustbelocatedononecontiguousparcelorgroupoflotsand
beheldbyoneowner.

B.SameSiteasPrincipalUse.Anelectronicmessagecentersignshallbe
locatedonthesameparcelastheprincipallanduseofthebusinessor
institutionforwhichthesignisestablished.Thesignshallnotbelocatedona
sitecontainingonlyalanduseorusessecondarytotheprimaryoperationof
thebusinessorinstitution.Forexample,anelectronicmessagecentersign
shallnotbelocatedonalotorparcelusedforautomobilestoragebyan
automobiledealershipwhoseprimarysalesoperationsareonadifferentsite;
norshallanelectronicmessagecentersignbelocatedonalotorparcelused
forparkingforaninstitutionifsaidinstitutionisonadifferentparcel.

C.Zonespermitted.EMCSshallbeallowedincertainzoningdistrictsas
providedinTable44-5.
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D.Streettypespermitted.EMCSshallbeallowedonlyonastreetorhighway
classifiedasaMajorArterial,RegionalCorridor,orFreeway.

21.44.830-Number,location,spacing,form,andsubstitution/removal
requirements.Thefollowingrequirementsshallapplyregardingthenumber,spacing,
andformofelectronicmessagecentersigns,aswellassubstitutionforothersigntypes
andremovalofothersigntypes.

A.Number.One(1)EMCSshallbeallowedforeachsixhundredfeet(600')of
totalstreetfrontageonaqualifyingsite(thetotalmayincludestreetfrontage
morethanone(1)streetforsitesboundedbymultiplestreets).

B.Location.
1.Uponsubjectsite.Noelectronicmessagecentersignshallbelocated

closertoanyinteriorsidepropertylinethantwenty-fivefeet(25').Lots
adjoiningfreewayorrailroadright-of-waymaylocateanEMCSonthe
propertylineadjoiningsuchright-of-way.

2.Distancefromresidential.AllEMCSshallhaveaminimum
separationofonehundredfeet(100')fromaresidentialdistrict.

C.Spacing.
1.BetweenEMCSonsamefrontage.Aradiusofthreehundredfeet

(300')shallberequiredbetweeneachEMCSonthesameproperty,on
thesamestreetfrontage.

2.BetweenEMCSondifferentfrontage.NoEMCSshallbelocated
lessthanonehundredfeet(100')fromanotherEMCSonadifferent
streetfrontage(forexample,anEMCSoneachfrontageofacorner
lot)onthesamepropertyorsite.

3.BetweenEMCSandfreestanding/monumentsigns.Theminimum
distancerequiredbetweenafreestanding/monumentsignandan
electronicmessagecentersignshallbeonehundredfeet(100').

4.BetweenEMCSondifferentproperties.NoEMCSshallbelocated
lessthanthreehundredfeet(300')fromanotherEMCSonadifferent
propertyorsite.

5.Freeway-orientedEMCS.Aradiusofsixhundredsixtyfeet(660')
shallberequiredbetweenallfreeway-orientedelectronicmessage
centersigns.Forfreeway-orientedEMCS,andEMCSlocatedadjacent
tootherStatehighways,iftherequirementsoftheCalifornia
DepartmentofTransportation(Caltrans)aremorerestrictive,those
requirementsshallcontrol.

D.Signform.AnEMCSmaytaketheformorstyleofafreestandingsign,
monumentsign,orwallsignonly.Otherformsareprohibited.

E.Substitutionforfreestanding/monumentsignsandothersignremoval.
ForeachEMCStobeemplaced,two(2)freestandingormonumentsigns,if
extant,shallberemovedfromthesubjectsite,onthesamestreetfrontageas
theEMCS.Additionalremovalofotheron-premisessign(s)mayberequired
bythePlanningCommissionasaconditionofapproval.
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21.44.835-Designstandards.Thefollowingdesignstandardsshallapplytoelectronic
messagecentersigns.

A.Baremetalstructuralsupportsareprohibited,andshallhaveanarchitectural
coveringinstead.

B.AfreestandingEMCSshallhaveanarchitecturalbaseandsupport(s)totaling
atleasthalfthewidthofthesignface.

C.Useofflat,translucentplasticoracrylicsignfacesforthefixed/permanent
copyshallbeprohibited.Channellettersarepreferred,andpush-through-type
facesmaybeusedoncabinets.

D.High-qualitymaterialsshallbeusedinthesignoverall.Useofmetal
backgroundsandcabinetsisstronglyencouraged.

E.Theoveralldesign,form,andstructureoftheEMCSshallbearchitecturally
interestingandcreative,andshallbeharmoniouswithitselfandthe
surroundinglanduses.Thedesignshouldcomplementthebuilding(s)ofthe
siteforwhichitisemplaced,and,whereappropriate,bearastrong
architecturalrelationshiptothosebuildings.

21.44.840-Height,area,projection,andclearancerequirements.
A.Heightandarea.TheheightandareaofanEMCSshallnotexceedthelimits

setforthinTable44-5.
B.Projectionandclearance.

1.Noportionofanelectronicmessagecentersignshallprojectintoany
right-of-way.

2.Theverticalclearancefromgradetothelowestpointofthesignis
eightfeet(8')forpedestrianuseandfifteenfeet(15')forvehicularuse.

Table44-5
Zoning,HeightandAreaStandardsforElectronicMessageCenterSigns ,

Standards

ZoningDistrictsPermittedareaMaximumareaMaximumheight(ft.)
(sq.ft.)(sq.ft.)

Freestanding:150
CCACMonument:100

Wall:150
Freestanding:2/L.F.(a)Freestanding:25(c)

CHW
IL,IM,IG,IPCMonument:1/L.F.Monument:8
I,P,PRFreestanding:150(b)

Wall:1/L.F.Monument:100Wall:buildingheight
CommercialandWall:250
industrialC
characterPDs(d)
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Standards

ZoningDistrictsPermittedareaMaximumareaMaximumheight(ft.)
(sq.ft.)(sq.ft.)

Residentialand
mixed-useNn/an/an/a
characterPDs(d)

AllRzones
CNP,CNA,CNRNn/an/an/a
CCP,CCR,CCN

Abbreviations:C=Conditionalusepermitrequired,N=Notpermitted,PD=PlannedDevelopment
District,ft.=feet,sq.ft.=squarefeet,L.F.=linearfeetofstreetfrontage(orbuildingfrontageforwall-
typeEMCS),n/a=notapplicable.

(a)Forfreeway-orientedEMCS,permittedareais3sq.ft.lL.F.

(b)Forfreeway-orientedEMCSinthenotedzoningdistrictsonly,maximumareais300sq.ft.

(c)Forfreeway-orientedEMCS,maximumheightis40ft.Wherethefreewayelevationishigherthanthe
baseofthesignstructure,heightshallbemeasuredfromthegradeofthefreewaylanenearestthesign
(notincludingon-andoff-ramps)tothetopofthesignstructure,asillustratedinFigure44-9.
(d)InallPDs,signregulationsspecifiedwithineachPDordinancetakeprecedenceovertheprovisionsof
thisChapter.Incasesofdoubt,orwheretheseveralsubareasofagivenPDareofdifferingcharacter,
theZoningAdministratorshalldeterminewhichstandardsshouldapply.

21.44.850-Brightness,display,copy,andmessagerequirements.Thefollowing
requirementsestablishthestandardsforthedisplayfaceandcopyandmessagestobe
displayedonanelectronicmessagecentersign.

A.Brightness.Thefollowingbrightnessstandardsandlimitationsshallapply:
1.Dawntodusk:unlimited;
2.Dusktodawn:thedisplaysurfaceshallnotproduceluminancein

excessof0.3foot-candlesaboveambientlightconditions,orthelevel
recommendedbytheIlluminatingEngineeringSocietyofNorth
America(IESNA)forthespecificsizeandlocationofthesign,
whicheverisless;

3.Thedisplaybrightnessshallbecontrolledbyaphotocellorlightsensor
thatadjuststhebrightnesstotherequireddusk-to-dawnlevelbasedon
ambientlightconditionswithouttheneedforhumaninput.Useofother
brightnessadjustmentmethods,suchastimer-orcalendar-based
systems,shallonlybeusedasabackupsystem;

4.Thedisplayshallbefactory-certifiedascapableofcomplyingwiththe
abovebrightnessstandards.Suchcertificationshallbeprovidedtothe
satisfactionoftheDirectorofDevelopmentServices;and
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5.ThesignownershallprovidetotheCity,uponrequest,certificationby
anindependentcontractorthatthebrightnesslevelsofthesignarein
compliancewiththerequirementsofthisSection.

B.Displaymessage.Thefollowingstandardsandlimitationsshallapplytothe
messageshownonthedisplaysurface:

1.ThemessageshownontheEMCSdisplayshallnotflash,shimmer,
glitter,orgivetheappearanceofflashing,shimmering,orglittering.

2.TheEMCSdisplayshallhavenomessageorilluminationwhich
moves,orisincontinuousmotion,orwhichappearstobein
continuousmotion.Displayoffull-motionvideoandvideo-like
sequencesisprohibited.

3.Thedisplaymessageshallnotchangeataratefasterthanone(1)
messageeveryeight(8)seconds.

4.Thereshallbeadirectchangefromeachmessagetothenext,withno
transitioneffect,andnoblankordarkintervalinbetween,toavoida
flashingorblinkingeffect.

5.Theintensityofilluminationshallnotchange,exceptasrequiredto
complywiththedusk-to-dawnbrightnessstandards.

6.Allmessagesshallbelimitedtoonsiteadvertisingofgoodsor
services,ornoncommercialmessages(i.e.,time,temperature,or
publicserviceannouncements).Alloff-siteadvertisingmessagesare
prohibited(see"Billboard"21.15.370);thisincludesmessagesbyorfor
sponsors,patrons,brands,andothersimilaroff-sitepartiesorentities.

C.FixedCopy.Fixed/permanentsigncopyoneachfaceofanelectronic
messagecentersignshallbelimitedtotheidentificationofthebusiness,
shoppingorconventioncenternameoriconandtwo(2)majortenantsor
productsorservices.Thefixed/permanentsigncopyshallnotflash,shimmer,
glitter,orgivetheappearanceofflashing,shimmering,orglittering,andshall
beincludedintheoverallsignareaasindicatedonTable44-5.

21.44.855-Lightandglareintrusionprevention.Allelectronicmessagecentersigns
shallbeadequatelyshieldedandproperlyorientedandaimedsoastopreventthe
intrusionoflightandglareuponresidentiallanduses,includingthoseinmixed-use
districts.

21.44.860-Exemptions.
A.Electronicsignsusedsolelytodisplaypricesforgasolinesalesatgas

stationsshallnotberequiredtoobtainaconditionalusepermit.Thesesigns
shallbesubjecttoallotherapplicablerequirementsofChapter21.44.

B.Electronicmessagecentersignsandothersimilarelectronicdisplaysthatare
notvisiblefromthepublicright-of-wayandanyotherpublicorprivateproperty
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shallbeexemptfromtherequirementsofthisDivision,exceptthatsucha
signordisplayshallbeadequatelycoveredorshielded,andproperlyoriented
andaimed,soastopreventtheemissionorgenerationoflightandglare
abovethesignlocation.Allbuildingandelectricalpermitsshallbeobtained
asrequiredbytheMunicipalCode.

21.44.870-Nonconformingelectronicmessagecentersigns.Itistheintentofthis
Sectiontorecognizethattheeventualeliminationofexistingelectronicmessagecenter
signsthatdonotconformtothisChapterisasimportanttoCitywideaestheticand
health,safetyandwelfareasistheprohibitionofnewsignsthatwouldviolatethe
provisionsofthisChapter.Itisalsorecognizedthatelectronicmessagecentersigns
typicallyrequireamuchhigherinitialinvestmentthanotherclassesofsigns,anddonot
recyclewiththefrequencyofotherclassesofsigns.Consequently,separateregulations
fornonconformingEMCSarenecessarytoensurethatlegalnonconformingEMCSare
addressedasfairlyaspossibleinamannerthatavoidsanyunreasonableinvasionof
establishedpropertyrights.Therefore,existing,legally-establishedelectronicmessage
centersignsmaybeusedandmaintainedaslegalnonconformingsigns,
notwithstandingtheprovisionsofSection21.44.710(Nonconformingsigns),subjectto
thefollowingrestrictions:

A.AnonconformingEMCSshallnotbe:
1.Enlargedorotherwisealteredtoincreaseitsdisplayarea,
2.Increasedinheight,
3.Changedtoanothertypeofnonconformingsign,
4.Structurallyalteredtoextenditsusefullife,
5.Convertedtoabillboard(electronic/digitalorotherwise),or
6.Reestablishedafterdamageordestructionofmorethanfiftypercent
(50%)ofthevalueofthesignatthetimeofsuchdamageor
destruction.

B.ThedisplaysurfaceandfixedsigncopyofanonconformingEMCSmaybe
alteredandupgradedwithoutaffectingthenonconformingstatusofthesign,
providedthatsuchalterationscomplywiththerequirementsofSection
21.44.850regardingbrightness,display,copy,andmessage.

C.UponchangeoftheprimarylanduseforwhichtheEMCSwasconstructed,
thenewowneroroperatorshallberequiredtoobtainanewConditionalUse
PermitinordertomaintaintheEMCSatthesite.ThePlanningCommission
may,atitsdiscretion,requireupgradestothedisplaysurface,fixedcopy,and
otherelementsofthenonconformingEMCStobringitintocompliancewith
therequirementsofSection21.44.850.IfanewConditionalUsePermitisnot
obtained,theEMCSshallberemovedimmediately.
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DivisionIX-SignsonPublicProperty

21.44.900-Signsonpublicproperty.
A.Applicability.Noperson,exceptapublicofficeroremployeeperforminga

publicduty,shallplaceanysignon,above,alongorwithinanypublic
property.Thisprohibitiondoesnotapplyto:

1.Temporarypromotionalactivitysignsinpublicparksinconnectionwith
activitiesorusesapprovedbytheCity;

2.Streetbanners,temporaryholidayseasondecorations,andother
streetdecorationsonorsuspendedfromlamppolesorotherpublic
structuresshallbepermittedwhenapprovedbytheDirectorofPublic
WorksandtheCityManager;

3.SignsauthorizedbytheCityinsidepubliclyownedplacesof
assemblagesuchasconventionhalls,auditoriums,sportsarenasor
stadiumswhichareusedinaproprietarycapacity;

4.Wallsignsforon-premisesadvertisingonbuildingsusedby
concessionairesorotherprivatecommercialusersorlesseesofpublic
property,whenauthorizedbydepartmentsoragenciesoftheCityin
theirproprietarycapacity,andprovidedthatanysuchsignscomply
withtheprovisionsofSection21.44.120pertainingtowallsigns;

5.Paintingofhousenumbersuponcurbsincompliancewiththe
requirementsofthisCode;

6.Residentialneighborhoodandcommercialdistrictidentificationsigns
(seeSection21.44.240)provided:

a.Thesignsarelocatedinparkwaysorinthemedianislandof
dividedhighways;

b.Thesignsshallcomplywiththeestablisheddesignguidelinesin
thisChapter;and

c.Theapplicanthasawrittenconstructionandmaintenance
agreementapprovedbytheDirectorofPublicWorks.

7.Advertising,advertisingdisplaysordonorrecognitionpermitted
pursuanttoChapter16.55

B.PermitRequired.Anypersonwhointendstoplaceaprivatesignonpublic
propertyaspermittedbySubsection21.44.900.Ashallfirstobtainapermit
fromeithertheDirectorofPublicWorksorinthecaseofpublicpropertyused
inaproprietarycapacity,fromthedepartmentoragencyoftheCityincharge
ofsuchproperty.ApermitapplicationformshallbeprovidedbytheCity.The
CityCouncil,byresolution,mayestablishpermitfeesandmayauthorize
rentalratesorotherappropriatechargesforthispermitteduseofpublic
property.
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C.IntheCoastalZone:
1.Onthesandybeach,theplacementofprivatefreestandingsignsis

prohibited.
2.Priortotheplacementofanyprivatesignonpublicpropertylocated

adjacenttothesandybeach,acoastaldevelopmentpermitshallbe
approvedforacomprehensivesignplan.Acomprehensivesignplan
shallincludespecificstandardsforthesize,numberandlocationof
proposedsigns.Acoastaldevelopmentpermitforacomprehensive
signplanshallbeapprovedonlyifapositivefindingismadethatthe
signorsignsincludedintheplandonot:

a.Obstructpublicviewstooralongthecoast;
b.Adverselyimpactpublicaccesstoanduseofthewater;
c.Adverselyimpactpublicrecreationaluseofapublicparkor

beach;or
d.Otherwiseadverselyaffectrecreation,accessorthevisual

resourcesofthecoast.
3.Acoastaldevelopmentpermitshallberequiredforanysignplacedon

publicpropertyintheCoastalZone,exceptthatacoastaldevelopment
permitshallnotberequiredfor:wallsigns;signsontheinteriorof
structures;signscomprisedsolelyofpaintonexistingstructures;
temporarybanners,andflagsdisplayedforaperiodnottoexceed
ninety(90)days;warningsigns;trafficsafetysigns;andpublicservice
signslessthanfour(4)squarefeetthatidentifypublicconveniences
(e.g.,restrooms,telephones,hoursofoperation,government
ordinances).Acoastaldevelopmentpermitforasignonpublic
propertyshallbeapprovedonlyifapositivefindingismadethatthe
signdesignandscaledoesnot:

a.Obstructviewstooralongthecoastfrompubliclyaccessible
places;

b.Adverselyimpactpublicaccesstoanduseofthewater;
c.Adverselyimpactpublicrecreationaluseofapublicparkor

beach;or
d.Otherwiseadverselyaffectrecreation,accessorthevisual

resourcesofthecoast.
D.RemovalofSigns.Anysignpermittedonpublicpropertyshallberemoved

bythepartyresponsibleforitspostingimmediatelyaftertheconclusionofthe
advertisedeventorbytheremovaldateestablishedbyordinance,regulation,
contractorevent.Ifsuchsignisnotremovedbythattime,itshallbedeemed
abandonedandmaybesummarilyremovedbytheCity.Thepersonorentity
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responsibleforpostingsaidsignshallbeliablefortheCity'scostsincurredin
theremovalofsuchsign,andtheCityManagerorhis/herdesigneeis
authorizedtocollectsaidcosts.

E.IllegalSigns.Anysignplacedonpublicpropertyinviolationoftheprovisions
ofthisSectionisdeclaredapublicnuisanceandmaybesummarilyremoved
bytheCity.Thepersonorentityresponsibleforsuchillegalpostingshallbe
liablefortheCity'scostsincurredintheremovalofsuchsign,andtheCity
Managerorhis/herdesigneeisauthorizedtocollectsaidcosts.
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AFFIDAVITOFPOSTING

STATEOFCALIFORNIA)ss
COUNTYOFLOSANGELES)
CITYOFLONGBEACH)

EduardoAramburobeingdulyswornsays:ThatIamemployedintheDepartmentofthe

CityClerkoftheCityofLongBeach;thatonthe11thdayofSeptember,2013,Iposted

threetrueandcorrectcopiesofOrdinanceNo.ORD-13-0014inthreeconspicuous

placesintheCityofLongBeach,towit:Oneofsaidcopiesintheentrancelobbyof

CityHallinfrontoftheInformationDesk;oneofsaidcopiesintheMainLibrary;andone

ofsaidcopiesintheentrancelobbyofthe14thFloorofCityHall.

Subscribedandsworntobeforeme

this11thdayofSeptember,2013.

IYCLERK

(Rev.11/2011)


