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Long Beach Grows

June 25, 2012
City Farm Co-Ops
Environmental Commmitice
City of Long Beach

333 W. Ocean Blvd.

Long Beach, CA 90802

Food Security

Urban Ag

Dear Environmental Committee members:

www.LongBeachGrews.org

Thank you for continuing to support the
establishment of policies that enable and allow for urban agriculture
practices, including small scale animal husbandry, in Long Beach. 1
support changing the code to allow chickens, goats, and bees for
eggs, milk, and honey in Long Beach. Over 1600 people have signed our petition (with their name and
physical address) asking for relaxed rules when it comes to the keeping of egg-laying fowl and goats at
home for eggs and milk. A map of their addresses shows that they live throughout Long Beach, in all
districts. Support at the recent public meetings was overwhelmingly in favor of change.

We appreciate the concerns of those who question the suitability of raising poultry and goats in the city,
but would like to point out that we are animal lovers too, we care for the welfare of our animals just like
other pet owners care for the welfare of their pets, our chickens and goats are raised with love and
affection, actually like royalty in comparison to the animals that provide the majority of eggs and milk
consumed by people in this country. We don’t tell other people what they can or cannot eat, and not
allowing individuals to raise our own eggs and milk equates to more factory farm animal abuse in
commercial settings.

All pet owners use their animals for their own benefit, whether for companionship, or dogs for what they
were bred for (hunting), cats for catching mice, chickens for eggs, goats for milk. All of these are
domestic animals.

These animals are already allowed in Long Beach; our request is asking for equity, a fair code that
doesn’t needlessly discriminate based on one’s property size, location, or distance from neighbors.

Since some people are allowed to have up to 4 great danes without any requirements like zoning, lot
size, distance from neighbors, prior training, proof of adequate income, etc., it is prejudicial to prevent
others from having egg-laying poultry and goats, especially since they pose far fewer public health
concerns than dogs and cats.

Since Long Beach cares about the long-term sustainability of its local food system, and since Long
Beach cares about its image of being a progressive, diverse, inclusive community, then there really is no
choice other than to go in this direction.




I applaud the package put together by the Office of Sustainability; it is a step in the right direction, but
there is still room for improvement. Most families in Long Beach have 3-4 people. A hen lays at most
one egg a day, so the lower limit of hens allowed without a setback and permit requirement should be
increased to 8 as is the case in Seattle. Concerning goats, [ recommend increasing the limit from two to
three like Seattle so that once the two mommas are in milk, the goat owner can keep both milk-
producing adults and one of the offspring; this allows the goat owner to keep the goats when they are
most useful (i.e. producing milk) plus one offspring to ensure a future mitk supply. After all, miniature
goats are smaller than many dogs. Plus, our goal was to make the rules less restrictive, not more; since
egg-laying fow! including ducks, guinea fowl, and quail are already allowed, [ hope this right is not
taken away from us.

The benefits of urban agriculture far cutweigh any misperceived drawbacks: local food security;
improved animal welfare; food free of hormones, antibiotics, drugs, and other chemicals; fertilizer and
chicken- and goat- powered composting of Kitchen and yard waste for improved soil quality; wholesome
entertainment and education of our youth; and much more. I hope that you will please allow egg-laying
fowl, goats, and bees in Long Beach.

Yours sincerely,

Dornwnar

Donna L. Marykwas, Ph.D.

Founder & Executive Director, Long Beach Grows

Growing a more sustainable future that includes food security through urban agriculture, including small
scale animal husbandry

http://www.linkedin.com/pub/donna-m/a/584/848
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in the House Will Keep a Family
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