
Long Beach, California 
June 20,201 1 

California State Lands Commission 
100 Howe Avenue, Suite 100-South 
Sacramento, California 95825-8202 
%Lynda Smallwood Lynda.Smallwood@.slc.ca.~ov 

Members, Long Beach City Council 
333 West Ocean Blvd. 
Long Beach, California 90802 
Submitted by e-mail 

RE: Long Beach City Council Special Meeting, June 21,201 1 
Closed Session, ltem 11-0624 - Price and Terms of Exchange 
Regular Meeting, ltem 23 - Land Exchange Agreement 

State Lands Commission Meeting, June 23, 201 1 
ltem 135 - Compromise Title Settlement and Land Exchange 
Agreement 

Dear Commissioners and Councilmembers: 

BACKGROUND 

This Exchange Agreement culminates a years-long process by which the City of 
Long Beach has systematically, incrementally and purposefully contrived to 
remove park and public open space uses in the Queensway BaylPike (Trust 
Termination Parcels) and transform the area into private commercial and retail 
uses. Once lands seaward of the mean high tide line had been filled and the 
historic Pike area was "temporarily" converted into an asphalt parking lot, the die 
of development was cast. This temporary parking lot, originally meant as a 
"place holder" until appropriate development might occur (under Tidelands law, 
for uses such as fisheries and commerce, open space, parkland and recreation) 
was cited by the City as the very reason the land it occupied was "no longer 
suitable" for Tidelands uses, having been a parking lot for all the intervening 
years. 

Then, as the way was laid for the development of the Queensway Bay Project 
(currently the Pike), the City ignored the restrictions of the Public Trust Doctrine, 
made decisions to build for non-conforming uses and falsely declared the 
entitlements for its plans were in place. Notwithstanding the opinions of the SLC 
staff, City staff and project developer to the contrary, the Commission, after the 
events described in the Litigation History section of the staff report, continues to 








