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The ACLU of Northern California safeguards civil liberties in the digital world. As technology advances, we

make sure that protections for privacy and free speech aren’t left behind. We push back on digital censorship

and government surveillance.
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Vid EMAIL
Tuly 6, 2022

Alyssa Gutierrez, Chair
Equity and Human Relations Commission
City of Long Beach

Re: ACLU of Southern California Comment on LBPD Surveillance Technology
Acquisition

Dear Members of the Equity and Human Relations Commission,

We understand this Commission is currently assessing the process by which the Long
Beach Police Department acquires surveillance technology, and has expressed interest in the
ACLU-developed Community Control Over Police Surveillance (“CCOPS”) model. If this
Commission truly seeks to respond to the community’s consistent demands, it will urge the City
to bar LBPD from expanding its surveillance arsenal and end its existing surveillance systems.
Creating a new approval process or approval criteria for acquiring surveillance contradicts the
Long Beach community’s demands, and we oppose any efforts by this Commission to enact such
a process or criteria in light of LBPD’s history of surveillance abuse and police violence. Instead,
we commend the Commission for taking up LBPD’s widespread use of Automatic License Plate
Reader technology and face recognition services, and urge the Commission to recommend that
the City ban the use of both citywide.

Fundamentally, the CCOPS model is about community control. Its purpose is to put the
community in control of surveillance decisions, which requires that decisionmakers center and
address community concerns about surveillance technology. To operate as intended, oversight
entities must have the authority—and be willing—to say “No” when police seek to acquire or
use surveillance technologies that the public opposes.

The history of LBPD’s surreptitious acquisitions and use of such technology—and the
Long Beach City Council’s refusal to heed community calls to end such use—demonstrate that
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TECHNOLOGY AND THE INTERNET

Police in Pasadena, Long Beach pledged not to send license
plate data to ICE. They shared it anyway
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An automated license plate reader on an unmarked police car in Washington, D.C., in 2014. Documents show that police in Pasadena across the U.S.
and Long Beach shared data from automated license plate readers with Immigration and Customs Enforcement, despite promises to
withhold such information from the federal agency. (Jim Lo Scalzo / EPA) Aug. 26, 2022
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‘This Doesn’t Look Good’: Records Show
LBPD Failed to Properly Document Over
1,000 Facial Recognition Searches

LA County Sheriff Alex Villanueva and candidate Robert Luna oversaw
improper searches.

" Kevin Flores i Aril 11, 2022

Artwork by Catherina Riesgo (@archiveoflove)

ewly obtained records show that in recent years the Long

Beach Police Department has run over a thousand facial

recognition searches without indicating any suspected

criminal activity, flouting established transparency rules
critical to the internal auditing and oversight of law enforcement’s use of
this highly invasive technology.

Instead of crimes, most of these searches simply referenced the 2020
George Floyd demonstration — a constitutionally protected activity.
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